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CHAP.    V. 


Vif contents  at  PeterJburg.-^Mifunderftanding  he^ 
tween  the  counts  Gregory  OrloffandPanin. — Vif-- 
Jenjky  becomes  favourite  of  the  emprefs. — R^tgn- 
ation  ^fthe  chancellor  Vorontzoff. — Prince  Rad- 
zivilat  the  bead  of  the  confederates. — The  hifbop 
of  Cracow  carried  off.-^The  duke  de  Cboijeul  in* 
cites  the  Turks  to  declare  war  againft  Rujia^rrr 
Treaty  entered  into  by  the  emprefs  with  Eng- 
land.^Tournament  at  Peterfburg.-^Reform  of 
the  courts  of  jufiice.^^onvocation  of  deputies 
from  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire. ^^fVife 
reply  of  the  Samoyides. — JVicked  attempt  of 
Tfchoglokoff. — Travels  of  fever al  learned  meft 
in  the  interior  of  Rujfia.— 'Academical  inflitu^ 
tions.— Inoculation  of  the  empre/s  and  the  grand 
duke,  with  other  events  from  1764  /^  1768. 

1  HE  beneficial  cSc€ts  of  Catharine's  regu- 

htions  and  eftaUiflinients  for  the  internal  admi- 

niftratioQ  of  government  were  every  day  be- 

VOL.  11.  B  coming 
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coming  more  apparent  in  all  parts  of  RufTia. 
That   vaft  empire,    rendered    more   conipaft, 
better   regulated,  more  fimply  organifcd,  ani- 
mated with  a  new  fpirit,  muft  naturally  have  a 
powerful  influence  on  the  commerce,  on  the 
finances,  the  politics,  nay  even  on  the  exiftence 
of  the  other. nations  of  the  earth  :  and  it  cer- 
tainly had.     The  time  was  pad  when  foreign 
cabinets,  with  a  fort  of  aflurance  of  efFcft,  could 
diredl  affairs,  give  birth  to  refolutions,  and  put 
a  (lop  to  proceedings  at  Peterlburgj  the  go- 
vernment difplayed  that  fpirit  of  independence 
which  became  fo  great  a  monarchy:   on  the 
contrary,  the  qucftion  was  now,  how  Catharine 
was  afting,  and  what  (he  was  purpofing  in  regard 
to  all  that  the  princes  and  republics,  from  the 
Mcmcl   to  the   Tagus,   were   meditating  and 
tranfafting.     A  fagacious  hiftorian,  who  is  ccr-- 
tainly  no  flatterer  of  defpots,  fays  of  the  late 
cmprefs  of  Ruflia,  to  which  every  one  muft 
readily  fubfcribe,  "  The  volumes  of  modern 
"  hiftory  can  produce  no  reign  like  this:  for  no 
"  monarch  has  ever  yet  fucceeded  in  the  attain- 
"  ment  of  fuch  a  ^iftature  in  the  grand  republic 
"  of  Europe,  as  Catharine  II.  now  holds  i  and 
"  none  of  all  the  kings  who  have  heretofore 
<«  given  caufe  to  dread  the  eredlion  of  an  uni- 
**  verfal   monarchy,    fccm  to  have  had   any 

"  know- 
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"  knowledge  of  her  art ;  to  prcfent  heHelf 
"  with  the  pride  of  a  conqueror  in  the  moft 
^*  perilous  fituations^  and  with  an  ^unufual^  a 
**  totally  new  dignity  in  the  moft  common 
*'  tranfadions.  And  it  is  manifcftly  not  alone 
"  the  fupreme  authority  which  here  gives  law, 
^^  but  the  judgment  which  knows  when  to  (hew 
*'  that  authority,  and  when  to  employ  it*/* 

Theoretical  politicians,  indeed,  and  ftatiftical 
calculators,  have  pretended  to  affirm,  that  this . 
complailance  of  the  reft  of  Europe  has  been 
(hewn  without  reafon ;  and  that  the  aflumption 
that  the  power  of  RufTia  is  fo  formidable  is  one 
of  thofe  that  are  only  admhted  upon  truft.  But 
the  confequence  feems  here  demonftrable,  if  any 
where  in  a  cafe  like  this :  whoever  undertakes 
many  things,  and  performs  all  that  he  under- 
takes, is  probably  ftill  able  to  undertake  and  to 
perform  more.  Whoever,  juft  at  the  time  when 
the  politician  has  calculated  that  he  is  reduced  to 
liis  laft  foldier  and  his  laft  ruble,  appears  with  a 
formidable  army,  and  difpofes  of  millions  with 
magnanimous  prodigality,  cannot  be  yet  at  the 
extremity  of  his  forces  or  his  wealth.  And 
(what  is  completely  decifivc)  whoever,  in  the 

M.   Spittkr,  in  his  <<  Sketch  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
**  Govenuneots  of  Europe/'  part  ii.  p.  420. 

B  2  grand 
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grand  european  rcpubHcj  at  the  time  when  a 
Frederic  and  a  Jofeph,  when  the  intriguing 
French  and  the  enterprifing  Britons  compoie  the 
icnate  of  that  republic^  can  hold  the  difiature^ 
is  furcly  born  to  be  didator,  is  endowed  with 
all  the  qualides  requifite  to  that  end :  the  power, 
the  art,  and  the  judgment.  This  will  apply  to 
Catharine.  In  her  were  united  what  the  world 
has  feidom  fccn  together.  From  merely  phyfical 
power  many  things  may  afibrd  fecurity;  but  th^ 
fiiperiority  of  mind,  the  refinement  of  policy,  is 
capable  of  reaching  lengths,  of  which  the  former 
will  fall  (bort.— Whom  Ihe  &vourcd  with  her 
efteem  and  friendfliip,  never  advanced  fardier  to 
confidence,  but  remained  in  a  rcfpeftful,  aknoft 
dependent  fituatkm.  Whoever  incurred  her 
wrath,  &e  could  fo  place  before  all  Europe,  that 
the  cfTe&s  of  it  were  no  longer  beheld  as  a  hoftile 
contention  between  two  equal  potentates,  but  afi 
the  chaftifement  of  a  felon. — When  ihe  iflued 
her  commands,  it  was  in  the  fwcet  accents  df 
*  righteoufnefs  and  peace.  However  her  paflions 
were  excited,  fhe  yet  remained  tranquil,  till  the 
proper  maturity  enfurcd  the  event  i  and  thus  her 
adbions  acquired  the  diftinftive  marks  of  irre- 
fiftible  majefty.  But  never  yet  has  a  monarch 
underftood,  like  her,  how  to  be  bountiful  exaftly 
at  the  fitted  time,  and  to  make  prcfcnts  with 

fuch 
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fuch  fignificancc  as  to  fix  the  gradtudc  of  the  re- 
ceiver^ and  to  acquire  the  veneration  that  is 
due  to  a  beneficent  deity*. 

While  Catharine  was  giving  law  to  Poland, 
amufing  Auilria,  conciliating  the  friendfhip  of 
Pruflia>  and  treating  with  England^  fhe  was  alfo 
tampering  with  the  other  courts  of  Europe,  and 
labouring  efficacioufly  towards  very  foon  making 
herfclf  dreaded  by  them.  She  exerted  herfcJf 
to  the  utmoft  in  giving  new  fpirit  to  the 
commerce  of  her  country,  in  augmenting  her 
navy,  and  above  all  in  fofcening  the  manners  of 
her  people,  as  yet  not  far  advanced  in  civiliza- 
tion. But,  badly  fcconded  by  the  great  pcrfon- 
ages  of  the  empire,  and  even  by  fuch  as  were 
about  her^  the  progrefs  of  her  inftitutions  was  at 

*  We  will  take  the  Liberty  of  making  here  one  other  extraft 
from  Spittler's  work,  concerning  the  interference  of  Ruffia  in 
the  affairs  ofToland  :— "  It  was  an  ingenious  contrivance, 
'<  formed  in  a  truly  roroan  ftyle,  and  completed  accordingly. 
*'  Not  only  a  numerous  and  free  nation  was  to  be  deprived  of 
'*  its  liberty  and  national  fubfiflence,  but  all  Europe  was  to 
•*  be  lulled  afleep.  The  annexations  of  Lewis  XIV.  were 
**  a  trifling  bufinefs  in  comparifon  of  what  Catharine  II.  per- 
^'  formed  in  Poland  and  againft  that  country.  "But  what 
**  loud  and  violent  cries  were  raifed  againft  the  former  ;  and 
**  in  what  foft  murmurs  did  the  voice  of  truth  repeat  the 
«*  ancient  law  of  nations,  when  there  fccmed  to  be  no  longer 
•*  any  law  between  Ruflia  and  Poland  ?  &c."  See  Spittler's 
vrork  on  the  eovemments  of  Europe,  p.  42  j. 

B  3  firft 
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firft  but  flow.  The  fpirit  of  divifion  continued 
•/to  reign  in  Pctcrfburg.  The  outrages  that 
were  to  be  prevented  or  puniQied,  always  made 
it  neceflary  for  Catharine  to  keep  well  with  the 
confpirators  to  whom  ihe  was  indebted  for  the 
throne:  but  the  favours  (he  was  inceflantly 
heaping  on  that  greedy  and  infolent  crewj  were 
fo  many  additional  fources  of  hatred  and  difcon- 
tcnt.  Some  new  plot  or  confpiracy  was  forming 
every  day ;  and  every  day  the  good  fortune  of 
the  emprefs,  or  rather  her  prudence,  delivered 
her  from  danger.  Punifhments  were  fecret  and 
terrible.  The  authors  of  one  plot  could  but 
rarely  undertake  a  fccond. 
•  What  moft  affliftcd  the  emprefs  was  the  mif- 
underftanding  that  prevailed  between  her  fa* 
vourite  and  her  chief  minifter,  becaufe  the  de- 
TOtednefs  and  audacity  of  the  one  were  not  lefs 
ufcful  to  her  than  the  name  and  abilities  of  the 
other.  Panin  had  certainly  confiderable  imper- 
feflions ;  but  he  was  the  only  one  who  had  a 
true  notion  of  bufinefs.  His  cold  imagination, 
his  melancholy^  his  pride,  his  obftinacy,  and 
above  all  his  indolence,  were  highly  difpleafing 
to  Catharine :  but  fhe  did  ample  jufl:ice  to  his 
talents,  and  continued  to  give  him  her  confix 
dcnce,  Befides,  though  the  emprefs  was  not 
fatisficd  with  him,  he  had  the  art  of  revifing  his 

opinions. 
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opinions,  when  he  found  them  difagreeable  to 
her. 

The  influence  of  Orloff  was  founded  on  a 
different  bafis :  but  he  ufed  it  without  difcretion, 
and  was  continually  leflening  its  (lability.  No 
longer  employing  thofc  affiduitics  which  were 
the  only  means  in  his  power  of  fccuring  the 
favour  he  enjoyed,  and  even  negligent  of  his 
ufual  attendance  at  court,  abfenting  himfelf  for 
feveral  weeks  together  for  purfuing  the  chace  of 
the  bear,  and  indifferent  to  the  amufeiiients  of 
the  palace,  if  ever  any  warmth  of  attachment 
fubfifted,  it  mud  naturally  now  fubfide,  and 
decline  into  perfefl:  indifference, 

Panin,  remarking  this  condufl:,  thought  he 
might  improve  it  to  bring  on  the  difmiffion  of 
the  arrogant  favourite.  Perceiving  that  the 
emprefs  frequently  beheld  with  complacency  a 
young  officer,  named  Viflcnflcy,  thenceforward 
he  put  in  praftice  every  thing  he  could  devife  to 
encourage  the  inclination.  Viifenlky  was  foon 
admitted  into  favour;  and,  direded  by  the  artful 
minifter,  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  give 
rcafon  to  believe  that  Orloff*  would  foon  be 
difcarded.  But  the  latter,  who  was  not  willing 
to  lofe  his  confequence,  made  a  fudden  alter- 
ation in  his  condufl,  and  by  that  means  prc- 
B  4  ferved 
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fervcd  his  (btion.  The  new  favourite  was  dit 
miffed  with  brilliant  prefents,  and  an  cmploy- 
mcnt  that  fixed  him  in  one  of  the  remoter 
provinces. 

Though  Panin  enjoyed  great  intereft  and  a 
high  refpedt,  with  the  advantages  accruing  from 
his  pod  of  governor  to  the  grand  duke  and  his 
title  of  n»iniftcr,  the  return  of  the  chancellor 
VorontzofFj  whole  funftions  he  performed  ad 
interim,  gave  him  uneafinefs.  Jealous  to  pre- 
fcrve  his  authority  entire,  and  the  fplendor  of  a 
reprefentation  which  was  of  great  value  to  him, 
he  humbled  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  flatter  the  favour- 
ite, whofc  downfal  he  had  been  endeavouring  to 
procure.  OrloflF  was  not  of  an  imprafticable 
temper.  Always  recoUedling  with  bittefnefs 
the  fteps  which  the  chancellor  had  taken  to 
prevent  him  from  fharing  in  the  throne,  he 
requefted  the  emprefs  to  keep  him  away  from 
the  management  of  aflTairs ;  and  he  became  the 
apologift  for  an  enemy  lefs  bold,  but  more  art- 
ful. Catharine  accofted  the  chancellor  with 
extreme  coldnefs.  Inftead  of  replacing  him  in 
the  funftions  of  minifter,  as  at  his  departure  (he 
had  given  him  reafon  to  hope,  fhe  caufcd  it  to 
be  fuggefted  to  him  that  it  would  not  be  taken 
amifs  if  he  were  to  refign  a  place  which  he 

could 
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could  no  longer  fill  to  the  fatisfadion  of  his 
fovcrcign.  The  chancellor  hefitatcd  for  fome 
time :  but  at  length  the  advice  of  his  friends 
prevailed.  He  feemed  voluntarily  to  refiga 
what  was  actually  taken  from  him.  His  relign* 
ation  was  accepted  with  expreflions  of  regret, 
which  were  not  tnott  fincerc  than  his  wi(hes  for 
retirement;  and,  in  order  to  convince  him  of 
the  fecret  joy  his  compliance  gave,  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  gratuity  of  50,000  rubles  and  a 
penfion  of  7000. 

Among  the  numberlefs  means  employed  by 
Catharirte  for  detefting  the -authors  of  the  plots 
that  were  perpetually  difturbing  her  repofe,  (he 
did  not  negledt  the  interception  of  the  corre- 
fpohdcnce  of  the  foreign  minifters.  That  of  the 
agent*  of  France  was  fold  to  her.  She  even 
fucceeded  in  procuring  a  duplicate  of  his  cy- 
pher; and  (he  thought  (he  perceived  in  his 
letters,  if  not  the  adherence  to  the  machinations 
of  the  confpirators,  at  Icaft.the  knowledge  of 
all  the  myftcrious  affairs  that  were  carrying  on 
among  the  people  about  her.  Her  pride  was 
hurt  at  this  difcovcry;  her  refentment  againft 
the  court  of  Verfailles  increafed  j  and  the  cold 
reception  flic  gave  to  the  agent  of  that  court 

*  Bcrenger,  who  had  the  title  of  charge  d'affaires. 

reduced 
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reduced  him   to  the  ncccflity  of  making  his 
retreat*. 

Lewis  XV.  then  fent  to  Peterfburg  the  marquis 
de  Bcaufletf,  a  man  of  great  vanity  and  but 
fmall  capacity,  to  whom  the  minifters  of  Catha- 
rine complained  heavily  of  the  charge  d'affaires 
his  predeceflfor.  But,  as  BeaufTet  was  unac- 
quainted \tith  the  true  caufe  of  thefe  complaints, 

*  That  pnncefs,  furmifing  afterwards  that  Voltaire 
might  have  learnt  fome  of  the  fafts  contained  in  the  corrc- 
fpondence  of  the  agents  of  *his  nation,  wrote  to  that  cele- 
brated genius  in  fiich  a  manner  as  to  difTuadc  him  finoni 
giving  credit  to  them,  if  he  were  acquainted  with  the  buli- 
nefs,  and  to  inform  him  of  nothing  if  he  Were  not.  **  All 
**  your  countrymem,"  (he  writes  to  him,  "  do  not  entertain 
•*  the  fame  fcntiments  of  me  as  you  do.  I  know  fome  who 
*^  wifh  to  perfuade  thcmfelves  that  it  is  impoffible  for  me 
**  to  do  any  thing  that  is  good ;  who  put  their  invention  to 
**  the  rack  to  perfuade  others  to  think  fo  likewife ;  and 
"  woe  to  their  emiflaries  if  they  dare  to  think  otherwifc 
**  than  as  they  are  taught.  I  have  candour  enough  to  be- 
"  lieve  it  an  advantage  which  they  give  me  over  them, 
«*  becaufe  whoever  only  knows  fa£ts  fix)m  the  mouth  of  his 
**  flatterers,  knows  them  but  badly,  fees  them  in  a  falfc 
«*  light,  and  ads  in  confcquence.  Since,  however,  my 
•*  fame  does  not  depend  on  them,  but  entirely  on  my 
•♦  principles,  on  my  adions,  I  comfort  myfelf,  as  well  as  I 
<'  can,  in  not  obtaining  their  approbation.  As  a  good 
•*  chriflian,  I  forgive  them  5  and  I  pity  thofe  who  envy 
««  me." 

+  He  was  prefeuted  to  the  emprefs  the  I  ft  of  May 
1765V 

he 
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he  paid  them  but  little  attention^  and  took  no 
precautions  to  prevent  their  being  renewed  againft 
him.     He  even  thought  they  were,  only  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  blind  jealoufy  which  the  glory  of 
the  french  nation  excited  in  the  emprefs  -,  fo  far 
from  it„  that  her  ambition  was  driving  to  ufurp 
the  efteem  and  draw  upon  her  the  praifcs  of 
that  nation.     She  correfponded  with  Voltaire 
and  d'Alembcrt.      She   aiadc  an  offer  to  the 
latter  of  the  place  of  governor  to  the  grand 
duke,  with  a  falary  of  24,000  livres,  and  all  con- 
vcniencics  for   finilhing   the    Encyclopedic    at 
Peterfburg;  advantages  which  the  philofopher 
thought  proper  to   refufc*.      Being   informed 
that  Diderot  was  not  in  good  circumftances^  and 
was  dcfirous  of  felling  his  library  to  enable  him 
to  portion  out  his  daughter;  (he  bought  that 
libraryj  left  it  in  his  own  poffeflion,  and  fetded 
on  him  a  handfome  appointment  as  the  librarian 
of  it.      Some  time  previous  to  this,  (he  had 
fent  to  Morand,  the  famous  furgeon,  a  colledlion 
of  gold  and  filver  medals  which  had  bjjen  ftruck 
in  Ruflia,  as  a  teftimony  of  her  fatisfadion  with 
the  anatomical  fubjedb  and  chirurgical  inftru- 
ments  which  he  had  procured  for  her.     Almoft 

♦  Sec  ^e  appendix  to  the  former  volumci  No.  IV, 

all 
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all  the  men  of  letters  and  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
artifts  of  Paris  received  feme  proofs  of  her  mu- 
niHcencej  and  admiring  her  bountiesj  forgetting 
or  unacquainted  with  her  frailties^ 

They  {wdled  with  lies  the  hundred  tramps  of  Fame. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fecret  dcfign  propofed 
by  that  princefs  in  crowning  count  Ciolek  Poni- 
atofsky  began  to  unfold.  Thinking  hcrfclf  fccure 
of  the  entire  fubmilTion  of  that  monarchy  (he 
put  off  all  conftraint,  and  openly  avowed  the 
defigns  which  even  policy  had  made  it  a  crime  in 
the  Poles  to  have  imputed  to  her.  Her  preten- 
fions  were,  doubtlefs,  extravagant :  but^  as  fhe 
was  defirous  that  they  (hould  not  be  ufelefs^  (he 
only  declared  them  when  on  the  point  of  march- 
ing the  troops  that  were  deftined  to  fupport 
them,  and  propofed  nothing  but  in  an  imperious 
tone.  After  having  traced  out  on  the  map  the 
lines  of  demarcation,  by  which  Ru(na  pur- 
loined a  great  part  of  the  territory  of  Poland, 
Catharine  infifted  on  the  recognition  of  the 
validity  of  thcfc  lines,  and  that  the  limits  of  the 
two  countries  (hould  thus  be  fixed.  She  exaftcd, 
farther,  that  the  king  and  the  republic  (hould 
contraft  with  her  a  treaty  of  alliance  offenfivc 
and  defenfive,  and  that  they  (hould  allow  the 
diflldents  to  enjoy  all   the   fame   rights  with 

the 
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the  catholicsj  not  excepting  that  of  a  capacity  for 
being  members  of  the  fenate.  The  laft  of  thefe 
demands^  the  only  one  that  was  equitable^  raifcd 
the  indignation  of  an  intolerant  and  defpotic 
nobility.  Murmurs  were  now  heard  on  all  fides : 
mention  was  made  of  having  recourfe  to  arms. 
Whether  he  was  really  afhamcd  of  the  facrifices 
that  were  prefcribed  to  his  recognition,  or  rather 
afraid  of  putting  th^  nation  in  a  ferment,  the 
king  himfelf  declared  that  he  could  not  confent 
to  thefe  facrifices.  But  in  order  to  be  the  better 
able  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  pretexts  with 
which  Catharine  covered  her  ambition,  it  will  be 
necefiTaryto  underfiand  what  the  polifh  difiidents 
were. 

Poland  was  originally  circumfcribed  within 
very  narrow  bounds.  The  inhabitants,  between 
the  9th  and  loth  centuries,  adopted  the  chriftian 
^religion  as  it  was  then  profefied  by  the  church  of 
^ome.  Abc^  the  fame  time  many  of  the 
neighbouring  provinces,  which  were  then  in- 
dependent ftates,  at  different  periods  embraced 
diat  worOnp  according  to  the  ritual  of  the 
Greeks.  In  procels  of  time,  many  of  thefe  neigh- 
bouring ftates,  either  by  conqucft,  by  right  of 
fucceflion,  by  marriage,  or  by  compaft,  became 
united  to  the  kingdom  of  Poland ;  upon  all 
which  accefilons  the  new  provinces  were  upon 

an 
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an  cxadt  cqudity  with  the  old  in  every  refpcd, 
and  each  obfervcd  their  own  peculiar  modes 
of  worlhip. 

Of  all  thefe  acceflions,  that  which  fell  to  it  by 
the  marriage  of  Yagellon,  grand  duke  of  Lithu-^ 
ania,  with  the  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Lewis 
king  of  Poland,  in  1386,  was  the  largeft  and 
moft  confidcrable.  By  this  event  the  grand 
duchy  of  Lithuania,  together  with  the  provinces 
of  White-Ruffia,  Podlakhia,  Volhinia,  Podolia, 
and  fhortly  afterwards  Red-Ruffia,  became  an- 
nexed to  the  kingdom  of  Poland;  with  this 
diftinflion,  that  the  union  between  the  kingdom 
and  the  grand  duchy  depended  only  on  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  line  of  the  Yagellons,  that  family 
being  the  natural  fovcreigns  of  Lithuania.  The 
inhabitants  of  all  thefe  provinces  were  of  the 
greek  religion,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Moldavia, 
Vallachia,  and  the  Ukraine,  which  were  added  to 
the  kingdom  by  the  fucceflbrs  of  Yagellon :  fo 
that  by  thefe  great  acceffions,  the  members 
of  the  greek  church  became  at  that  time  far 
fuperior,  both  in  numbers  and  power,  to  thofe  of 
the  roman  catholic  perfuafion.  It  was  thought 
a  happinefs  peculiar  to  Poland,  that,  while  other 
countries  have  at  different  times  been  a  prey 
to  inteftine  feuds  and  rancour  on  the  fcore  of  the 
religion  of  Chrift,  the  great  variety  of  opinions 

on 
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on  that  fubjedt  never  produced  any  ftrife   or 
animolicy  among  the  people  of  this  nation. 

The  reformation  made  very  early  progreft 
in  Poland,  and  the  majority  of  the  fcnators  and 
nobility  became  members  either  of  the  lutheran  or 
calviniftic  communions.  To  prevent  therefore  any 
mifchiefs  that  might  arifc  from  thefc  differences 
of  religion,  Sigifmund  Auguftus  pafled  a  law  at 
the  diet  of  Vilna,  on  the  i6th  of  June  1563, 
declaring  that  all  thofe  of  the  equeftrian  and 
noble  orders,  whether  of  lithuanian  or  ruffian 
cxtra6tion,  fliould  enjoy  equal  rights,  provided 
they  profefs  the  chriftian  religion.  This  he 
afterwards  confirmed  at  the  diet  of  Grodno,  in 
1568,  adding,  to  prevent  all  mifcon(lru£lions  in 
favour  of  any  party,  that  it  was  to  be  underftood 
of  every  fuch  perfon,  of  whatever  chriftian  com- 
munion or  confeffion  he  be. 

It  would  not  be  eafy  to  produce  inftances  of 
equal  moderation,  in  matters  of  religion,  amongft 
a  people  who  differed  fo  widely  in  their  opinions 
on  that  head,  zs  thefe  we  have  (hewn;  efpecially 
if  it  be  confidered  that  thefe  conftitutions  were 
pafTed  by  a  fierce  and  warlike  nobility,  each  of 
whom  was  not  only  a  member  of  the  general 
Ibvcreignty,  which  they  had  juft  taken  into 
their  own  hands  -,  but  alfo  looked  upon  himfelf, 
in  his  own  particular  right,  as  in  forac  degree 
3  a  fove- 
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a  fov^reigqy  as  far  as  his  eftate  and  power  ex- 
tended* Wc  ftiall  pay  the  greater  regard  to  the 
memory  of  thofc  illuftrioqs  Poles,  if  we  refleft 
tiiatthc  age  they  lived  in  was  &r  from  being  ^ 
temperate  one,  and  that  moderation  was  but 
little  cultivated  in  the  mod  civilized  and  bed 
regulated  governments  in  Europe:  at  the  fame 
time  it  cannot  be  fuificiently  lamented,  that  their 
pofterity  fhould  fo  fatally  lofe  fight  of  the  poli- 
tic, humane,  and  noble  precedent^  that  was  fet 
jhem  by  their  fathers. 

Under  favour  of  this  toleration  proteftantifm 
made  rapid  advances  in  Poland.  3y  this  wife 
aA  of  Sigifmund  Auguftus,  all  fc6ts,  whether 
proteftant,  greek,  or  arian,  enjoyed  the  full  liberty 
of  exercifing  their  worftup,  and  the  right  of 
voting  in  the  diets  and  of  holding  the  fame  offices 
as  the  catholics.  None  were  at  the  time  offended 
by  this  aft  of  juftice:  on  the  contrary,  all  were 
glad  to  fee  that  the  difference  of  religion  pro* 
duced  none  in  the  political  and  civil  rights 
of  the  ftveral  members  of  the  community.  As 
a  diftinftion  among  themfelves,  the  followers  of 
the  different  modes  of  worlhip  were  called  difli- 
dents:  but  that  name,  which  has  fince  been 
made  a  fignal  for  profcription,  had  nothing  then 
injurious  in  it ;  and  the  fucceflprs  of  Sigifinund 
Auguftus,    when    they  fworc  to  obfcrve  the 

pafta 
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pafta  conv^nta,  fwore  aUb  to  prcfcrvc  peace 
among  the  diflidcnts*.  When  Henty  de 
Valois  f  was  cfcdcd  kbg  of  Poland,  he  wanted 
to  difpenfe  himfelf  from  an  oath  that  wounded 
liis  intolerant  fuperflltion:  but  his  attempts 
were  in  vain.     He  muft  relinquifli  the  crown 

♦  It  appears,  from  the  rery  beginning  of  the  republic^ 
that  the  term  dt/Jiiknts  equally  comprehended  the  greeks^ 
catholic8|  reformed,  and  lutherans.  The  words  of  that 
&moas  conftitation  which  was  pafled  by  the  diet,  which 
formed  the  republic  in  the  year  1573,  are,  Nos  qui  fumut 
Sffidentes  in  reBgtone^  i.  e.  We  who  differ  in  religious  matters* 
In  the  fame  confUtution  it  is  declared,  that  they  .will 
acknowledge  no  man  for  king  or  fovereign, "  who  (hall  not 
*<  confirm  by  oath  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  hbertieS} 
**  which  they  now  enjoy,  and  which  are  to  be  laid  before 
**  him  after  the  elefkion.  Particularly,  he  (hall  be  bound 
*'  to  fwear,  that  he  will  maintain  the  peace  among  the  diffi-* 
<*  dents  in  points  of  religion/'  In  the  confiitutions  of  the 
fame  diet  aie  the  following  remarkable  flipulations  2  <'  We 
^<  will  engage,  in  our  own  names,  and  in  the  names  of  our 
•*  fucc^ors  for  ever,  by  the  obligations  of  our  oath,  of  our 
^  fittth,  of  our  honour,  and  of  our  confciences,  to  prefervc 
*<  peace  among  us  who  are  difiidents  in  religion ;  to  fhed 
<'  no  blobd,  nor  to  inflidl  on  any  one  the  penalties  of  con« 
*^  fifcation  of  g«ods,  defamation,  imprifonment,  or  exile,  on 
*<  account  of  the  difference  of  our  faith,  and  rites  in  our 
^  churches.  More  than  that,  if  any  one  fhould  undertake^ 
^<  for  the  above  reafon,  to  (hed  the  blood  of  his  fellow* 
<<  citizens,  we  fhould  be  all  obliged  to  oppofe  him,  even 
^  though  he  fhould  fhelter  himfelf  under  the  pretext  of  hi 
^  idecree,  or  any  other  judicial  a£U'' 

f  The  bigoted  and  Ticious  Henry  III.  of  France* 

,    TOL,  II,  c  or 
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or  fwcar  to  proteft  the  diflidents :    he  took 
the  oath, 

Thofe  who  have  not  confidercd  that  pcr- 
vcrfc  difpofition,  by  which  almoft  every  de- 
nomination of  mankind  wouM  endeavour  t6 
plunder,  enflave,  and  perfecutc  every  other 
part  of  their  own  fpeciesj  and  who  have  not  ob- 
ftrved  that  words  can  always  be  found,  when  at- 
tended with  power,  to  explain  away  the  moft 
explicit  fcnfe,  and  the  moft  indubitable  rights  s 
may  well  be  furprifed  how  a  law,  fo  folemnly 
paffed,  and  fo  ufeful  to  the  whole  community, 
could  be  rendered  fruitlefs.  A  law  fanftified  by 
the  moft  folemn  afts,  which  the  framers  bound 
themfclves  and  their  pofterity,  by  the  moft  fa- 
cred  oaths,  to  preferve  inviolate  to  all  futurity, 
which  formed  a  principal  part  of  the  conftitution 
of  the  ftate,  and  which  every  king  at  his  acccf- 
fion  was  fworn  to  obferve.  Yet  this  law,  with- 
out any  material  change,  much  lefs  a  fubverfion 
of  the  conftitution  of  the  country,  has  been  ma- 
niftftly  broken  through,  while  three  of  the  reli- 
gions, which  formed  the  original  compaft,  have 
been  (poilcd  of  their  rights,  liberties,  and  immu- 
nities, by  the  fourth ;  and  all  this  outrage  and 
wrong  committed  under  colour  and  fanftion  of 
the  very  laws  they  were  tearing  to  .pieces  at  the 
inftant.  w. 

However* 
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However,  when  the  roman  catholic^,  after 
the  death  of  Sigifmund  III.  had  gained  an  evi- 
dent fuperiority,  they  gave  full  fcope  to  that 
fiery  zeal  by  which  they  arc  made  to  believe  that 
their  religion  is  the  only  one  that  Is  good,  and 
will  not  permit  them  to  endure  any  other.  They 
began  by  perfecuting  the  arians,  whofe  opi- 
nions had  already  made  great  progrefsj  they 
proceeded  to  diveft  them  of  all  their  rights,  and 
even  to  drive  them  out  of  Poland.  The  greek 
and  proteftant  chriftians,  who  had  aflided  in  per- 
fecuting the  arians,  were  very  foon  punifhed 
for  their  imprudence.  The  catholics  attacked 
them  in  their  turn,  and  fucceeded  in  1733,  in  en- 
tirely excluding  them  from  the  diets  *. 

The 

*  Upon  tKc  death  of  Sigifmund  Auguftus,  jn  1^:74,  the 
polifh  conftitution  .was  entirely  changed,  and  the  nation 
aflumed  the  form  of  a  republic.  His  gprandfather  Ca- 
iimir  III.  was  the  Hrd  who  convened  the  nobility,  in  ordef 
to  obhge  them  to  accept  the  new  impoGtions.  Sigifmund 
and  his  father  ufed  the  fame  method  ;  but  alter  his  death 
the  whole  legiflative  authority  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
nobih'ty.  At  this  period,  we  are  told  by  their  hiftorians, 
the  roman  catholics  in  the  kingdom  did  not  bear  a  propor- 
tion in  number  to  the  Greeks  and  reformed,  of  more  than 
one  to  feven.  The  grand-marfhal  Firley,  who  convened  the 
£rfl  diet  of  the  republic,  that  diet  which  formed  its  prefent 
model,  and  made  the  crown  ele£live,  was  a  proteftant.  A 
perpetual  peace  betwixt  the  Greeks,  the  roman  catholics, 
aad  the  protelUnts,  was  therein  eibbUfiied  as  a  fundaxAental 
c  2  law 
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The  humiliation  they  felt  on  being  deprived 
of  the  r^ght  of  fufFrage,  converted  many  of  the 
Poles  to  cathoHcifm.  But  if  the  diflldents  dimU 
niihed  in  numbers^  thofe  "who  remained  were 
only  fo  much  the  more  attached  to  their  fefts. 
Againft  thefe  proceedings  they  urged  ^he  treaty 
of  Oliva^  concluded  in  1660^  by  which  their 
privileges  were  fecured^  and  of  which  fo  many 
potentates  were  the  guarantees.     The  catholics> 

who  ruled  alone  in  the  diets>  and  confequently 

I  .  ij      —  J 

law  of  the  republic.  The  wars  in  Germany  under  Charles  V. 
and  in  France  under  Catharine  de  Medicis,  made  them  fen- 
fiblc  of  the  neceCBty  they  were  under  of  tolerating  each 
other.  They  therefore  entered  into  an  engagement  of  mu- 
tual defence  and  affedion,  ^nd  that  a  difference  of  religiofi 
fhould  never  prove  the  caufe  of  civil  diffenfion,  unanimoufly 
refolving  to  make  an  example  of  that  perfon  who,  under 
fMch  a  pretext,  (hould  excite  difturbance.  As  this  law  has 
been  repeated  in  all  the  public  ads,  conflitutions»  and  pada 
conventa,  from  that  time  to  the  prefent^  it  cannot  but  be 
allowed  to  be  a  fundamental  law  :  nor  can  any  other  law  be 
produced,  whoCe  fan6tion  has  been  more  folemnly,  more 
conftantly,  and  mqrc  frequently  repeated-  However,  wheji 
the  roman  cathplics,  after  the  de^th  of  S/gifmund  III.  h$ul 
'  acquired  a  manifeft  fuperiority,  though  they  did  not  think 
proper  openly  to  controvert  it,  yet  they  (hew^d  a  difpofitiox}! 
'  when  opportunity  was  f4vourable,  to  infringe  Jtj,  by  placing 
under  their  fignatures,  falvhjurilus  ecclefu  romarue  catboRca^ 
with  a  faving  to  the  rights  of  the  roman  catholic  churcl]f. 
Whereupon  the  diflidents,  by  way  of  reprjfal,  wrote  under 
•  their  fignatures,  falva  pace  inter  diffidcnlesy  with  a  faving  to 
tfce  peace  amongft  thp  diflidents. 

mio:ht 
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fiiight  give  ample  range  to  rhcir  intolerance, 
withotit  moleftation  or  obftacle,  procured  a 
decree  atta^ching  the  guilt  of  high  treafon  to  ftich 
diflfidents  as  flioiald  haivci  recourfe  to  foreign 
powers  for  obtaining  the  execution  of  the  treaty 
thus  sitrocioufly  infringed^  and  the  re-eftab)i(h- 
ment  of  the  kws  fo  defpotically  repealed.  This 
decree  was  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  the  patience 
of  the  difiidents.  Ruflia  oblerved  their  indigna- 
tioHy  and  fanned  it  in  fecret.  The  greek  dilli- 
dents  then  addrefled  themfelves  to  the  court  of 
Peterfburg.  The  proteftants  implored  the  iri- 
teitefllion  of  thofe  of  London,  Copenhagen,  and 
Berlin.  Thefc  courts  promifed  ta  fuppor.t 
chetn  J  and  this  was  the  moft  fpecious  pretext 
for  the  militarj^  interference  of  Ruffia.  This 
wisis  the  ftate  of  afitiirs  at  the  clofe  of  the  year 
^765. 

On  the  aflembling  of  the  diet  on  the  ift 
6f  September  1766^  the  minifters  of  the  prb^ 
teding  courts  prefented  their  memorials  in  behalf 
bf'the  difiidents, which  excited  a  violent  murmur, 
Sofcyfc,  bilhopof  Gracov^,  a  hafUghty  and  feriatical 
prelate,  mainuined  tl^at  the  diflOldenrs  had  no 
right  of  appeal  topvivileges  that  were  abolifliedy 
and  that  they  had  violated'  the  eonftitatiori  of  rhtf 
itpublic,  in  having  recourfc  to  the  intervention  of 
foreign  powers.  Not  fatisfied  wich  the  iniquitous 
c  3  laws; 
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laws  that  had  been  palTcd  againfl;  the  difTidents^ 
he  moved  for  the  cnading  of  new  ones  ftill  more 
fevcrc.  His  opinion  was  adopted  by  Maflalflcy, 
bifhop  of  Vilna,  and  a  great  majority  of  the 
noblesj  who  blindly  confounded  religious  pre^ 
judices  with  political  rights ;  and  the  oppofuion 
of  fomc  perfons,  more  enlightened  or  more 
equitable,  occaHoned  violent  debates.  The  dif-* 
order  rofe  to  its  height.  The  king  attempted 
to  deliver  himfclf  in  favour  of  more  moderate 
fentiments:  he  was  abruptly  reproached  with 
being  an  abettor  of  the  enemies  of  the  (late. 
He  took  the  refolution  to  retire*.  Several 
other  fittings  followed,  not  Icfs  fcandalous  than 
the  former  s  and  the  terrible  laws  enadted  againfl: 
the  diflidcnts  were  imprudendy  confirmed.  The 
ruffian  troops  now  advanced  to  the  gates  of 
Warfaw,  Prince  Repnin  demanded  in  the 
name  of  the  emprefs,  not  only  a  toleration 
fccured  by  law  in  behalf  of  the  diffidents,  but  a 

♦  The  Ijifhop  of  Kief  had  ah^ady  taken  the  liberty  to  fay 
in  an  aflembly,  "  that  if  they  would  take  his  advice,  they 
<<  would  have  the  king  hanged ;  as  there  were  flillf^rely  fome 
♦*  men  to  be  found  amqng  the  Poles  charitable  enough  to 
"  do  the  ftate  that  fcrvice."  The  fame  prelate  afterwards 
proceeded  from  infolence  tp  fury,  fo  for  as  to  tell  the  king 
to  his  face,  in  prefence  of  all  the  court : — "  I  formerly  ufed 
•*  to  pray  to  God  for  your  profperity ;  my  prayer  to  him, 
•«  at  prcfcnt  is,  that  he  would  fend  you  to  the  devil." 

complete 
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complete  political  equality  with  the  catholic 
party.  This  was  rejeftcd  with  a  furious  triumph. 
Nothing  was  now  left  for  the  diffidcnts,  but, 
what  the  conftitution  allowed,  to  confederate: 
this  courfe  they  immediately  adopted  under  the 
ruffian  proteftion.  Fear  feemed  for  a  moment 
to  open  the  eyes  of  the  diet.  It  thought  to 
fatisfy  the  emprcfs  by  granting  the  diffidcnts 
fomewhat  more  liberty  in  the  excrcife  of  their 
religion.  But  this  palliative  was  not  fufficient 
for  Catharine.  The  diffidcnts,  continuing  to 
infift  on  an  entire  equality  of  rights,  formed  into 
divers  confederations,  which  were  prefently  joined 
by  numbers  of  catholics,  won  over  by  Ruffia. 

This  was  a  lamentable  time  for  Poland ; 
parties  and  counter- parties,  uniting  and  fplitting 
again  into  others  in  the  mod  unexampled  manner. 
From  grievances  in  religion  political  feuds  arofe; 
feveral  of  the  difcontented  went  over  to  the 
diffidcnts,  without  otherwife  agreeing  with  them 
in  opinion.  A  civil  war  raged  now  with  all 
its  horrors,  and  ruffian  troops  were  every  d»iy 
entering  the  territories  of  the  republic  in  greater 
numbers.  A  general  confederation  fprung  up, 
compofcd  of  the  moft  heterogeneous  parts, 
united  neither  by  a  common  undcrftnnding  nor 
by  the  cement  of  affeftion :  prince  Charles 
Radzivil,  who  had  been  abfcnt  from  the  country, 

c  4  was 
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was  their  tnarfhal.  This  prince  had  been  one 
of  the  foremoft  of  the  opponents  to  the  elcftion 
of  Poniatofsky  s  for  which  he  had  been  obliged 
to  quit  the  country,  and  fiiffer  the  confifcation  of 
his  property.  He  even  afFefted  more  contempt 
than  hatred  towards  him.  He  rio  fooncr  faw* 
him  abandoned  by  the  Ruffians,  than  he  united 
his  confederation  with  thofe  of  the  dilfidents,  and 
convened  the  principal  leaders  of  them  in  his 
palace  in  Warfaw,  under  the  very  cye$  of  the 
monarch. 

1767.  In  this  extremity  Staniflaus  Auguftus* , 
who  felt  the  neceflity  of  regaining  the  proteftion 
of  Ruffia,  aflembled  a  diet  extraordinary.  This 
diet,  however,  but  ill  correlponded  with  his 
views*  Notwithftanding  the  prefence  of  the 
ruffian  army,  and  the  haughty  behaviour  of 
prince  Repnin,  who  lorded  in  Warfaw  fer  more 
than  the  king  himfelf,  the  bifhop  of  Cracow  and 
his  adherents,  as  rafh  and  fanatical  as  ever,  had 
the  prefumption  to  make  Ipeeches  againft  the 
diifidents,  which  common  prudence,  if  not  found 
reafon,  fhould  have  advifed  them  againft.  It 
was  not  long  before  they  fufFered  for  their  folly* 
The  ruffian  troops,  who  had  for  fome  months 
nearly  furrounded  as  well  as  interfered  the 
kingdom  of  Poland^  had  now  clofdy  invefted 

the 
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the  city  of  War&w,  and  were  in  pofleinon^  and 
kept  ftri^  guards  upon  all  the  avenues  leading; 
to  it.    That  very  evening  *,  while  the  bifhopr 
was  at  table  at  count  Miniflieck's^  the  rufSoti 
colonel  Igelftroffl,  followed  by  a  detachment  df 
foldiers,  entered  the  room,  in  the  name  of  the 
emprefs,  and  fcized  on  the   prelate,  without 
meeting  the  fmalleft  refiftancc  from  any  that 
were  prcfcnt.     Prince  Repnin  dilated  tp  the. 
diet  the  aft  of  confirmation  of  the  rights  of  the^ 
(fiflidents  i  and,  to  the  utter  aftonifliment  of  tlie' 
Poles,  who  always  boafted  of  their  freedoni^>- 
cauled  the  &rious  oppofers  of  diat  aft  in  the* 
diet,  the  bifliopof  Kief,  die  vajrvode  of  Crdtcow," 
count  Rjeurfky,  vay vode  of  Dolin,  his  eldeft. 
ion  f,  and  fome  other  nobles,  to  be  ieparatd^ 
arretted  in  Warfaw,  and,^  together  wkh  the  bi-' 
fliop  of  Cracow,  carried  off  to  Siberia. 

The  day  following  this  outrage,  prince  Rep^ 
nin  addrefled  to  the  confi^crates^  x  note,  in 
which  he  pretended  that  he  had  only  violatfcd] 
the  liberty  of  the  Poles  for  the  benefit  of  Poland  J. 

The 

*  The  13th  of  Oabber. 

f  ,Thc  fccond  fon  of  courit  Rjcarflcy  i%q[tteft£d  penhi£&>i^ 
to  accompany  his  father  in  bondagcf.  He  was  anfwered^^ 
that  the^r  had  no  orders  to  arreft  him. 

:(:  The  declaration  of  prince  Repnin  delivered  to  the  con* 
federated  eibiteswat  as  follows  :  **  The  troops  of  her  im^ 
M  rial  majcftyi  my  fo^ereign,  friends  aadalliei  of  theconfe- 

«  derated 
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The  members  of  the  diet  fent  up  an  addrefs 
to  the  king,  requefting  him  to  demand  die  pri- 
foners.  The  king  immediately  prayed  prince 
Repnin  to  releafe  them :  but  Repnin  rejedled  it 
with  difdain ;  and  they  did  not  return  from  the 
deferts  of  Siberia  till  after  an  exile  of  fix 
years*. 


••  derated  republic,  have  arrefled  the  bifliop  of  Cracow,  the 
**  biihop  of  Kicf,  the  vayTode  of  Doh'n,  &c,  for  haviog 
«*  failed,  by  their  condu^,  .in  the  refpeft  that  is  due 
**  to  the  dignity  of  her  imperial  majeil'y,  by  attacking 
**  the  purity  of  her  falutary,  difintereiled,  and  amicable 
•*•  intentions  in  favour  of  the  republic.  The  illuflrious  ge- 
•*  ncral  confederation  of  the  republic,  of  the  crown,  and  of 
•«  Lithuania,  being  under  the  protedion  of  her  imperial 
**  majefty,  the  uhderfigned  notifies  this  to  it,  with  pofitivc 
«•  and  folemn  aflurances  of  the  continuation  of  that  high 
*•  proteftion  and  of  the  aflillance  and  fupport  of  her  impe- 
<*  rial  majefty  to  the  general  confederation  united  for  the 
**  prefervation  of  the  polifh  laws  and  liberties,  with  redrefs 
**  of  all  the  abufes  that  have  crept  into  the  government 
*•  contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  country.  Her 
•«  majefty  is  only  defirous  of  the  welfare  of  the  republic,  and 
**  will  not  difcontinue  to  grant  it  har  afliftance  to  the  attain- 
•*'  ment  of  that  end,  without  anyintereft  or  pecuniary  con • 
*•  ^deration  ;  wiftiing  for  no  other  than  the  fafety,  the  hap- 
'^  piaefs,  and  the  liberty  of  the  polifh  nation,  as  that  has 
"  been  already  clearly  expreflcd  in  the  declarations  of  her 
•*  imperial  majefty,  which  guarantee  to  the  republic  its 
•'  aAual  pofleflions,  as  well  as  its  laws,  its  form  of  govern- 
*•  ment,  and  the  prerogatives  of  each  individual.  Done  at 
**  Warfaw,  the  14th  of  Odobcr  1767. 

(Signed)        «  NICHOLAS  prince  REPNIN.'* 
♦  In  the  beginn'ng  of  the  year  i773« 

la 
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In  the  mean  time  the  deliberations  of  the  die^ 
were  carried  on  under  the  impulfes  of  fear;  and 
after  feveral  ufclefs  fittings,  a  committee  was 
nominated  for  fettling  the  rights  of  the  diffidents, 
in  concert  with  the  minifters  of  the  patronifing 
courts.  They  regularly  applied  for  orders  to 
prince  Repnin,  whofe  anti-chamber  was  the 
refort  of  the  plenipotentiaries  from  Pruffia,  Eng- 
land,  Denmark,  and  Sweden  j  and  when  thtf 
committee  had  received  thefe  orders,  it  made  a 
report  of  them  to  the  diet,  who  were  careful  not 
to  contradift  them.  The  diffidents  therefore 
obtained  whatever  the  ruffian  ambaflador  was 
pleafed  to  demand  in  their  behalf.  The  ancient 
laws  to  which  they  appealed  were  once  more  put 
in  force;  and  others  were  enafted  which  were 
ftill  more  favourable  to  them.  It  was,  however, 
nothing  more  than  an  a6t  of  juftice,  which  had 
nothing  againft  it  but  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  performed.  They  had  been  arbitrarily 
abolifhed ;  it  was  therefore  but  right  to  reftorc 
them.  The  fole  caufe  of  affliftion  to  the  true 
friends  of  the  liberty  of  Poland  was^  a  heap  of 
regulations  admitted  by  the  orders  of  Catharine, 
tending  to  prolong  the  troubles  and  anarchy  of 
that  unhappy  country,  and  to  leave  it  for  ever 
without  defence  againft  the  ufurpations  which 
ihe  had  in  contemplation. 

A  fer. 
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A  fcfvile  obedience  had  fuddenly  fucceeded 
k  Warfaw  tt>  the  excelTcs  of  a  proud  independ- 
ence. But  this  forced  fituation  could^  not  long 
f'omlnue.  Murmurs  were  on  all  lips,  and  ven- 
§tMct  w^  itt  every  heart.  Ko  fooner  had  the 
Okt  broke  up,  but  the  catholic  nobles  were 
Iftatnorofus'in  their  complaifits  on  accdunt-of  the 
ISw^  prbmulgated  in  favour  of  the  diffidcnts,  and 
fbitntd  new  confWerations  for  the  defence  of 
the  romifli  religion.  The  confederates  had 
Ifandardsi  on  which  wcrfe  painted  the  virgin 
Mary-  afnd  the  infent  Jefus :  they,  like  die  cru- 
fiders^of  the  fifteenth  rtntury,  word  crroffes  cm- 
Broidi^red  on  their  clbthes;  and,  what  was  more 
lidiculbus  (Hlf/  they  put  tbcmfelves  undfer  the 
j(rdtfe6iion  of  the  Turks;  and  the  difciples  of 
Mbbatmned  were  preparing  to  fight  in  the  caufe 
tftat  bore  the  name  of  Chrifl. 

^nitlatis  Auguftus,  unable*  either  to  infpire 
Confidence  info  his  Ibbjeifts,  or  to  recomsr  the 
fHendihip  of  the  RufTians,  was  the  Idbjcft  of 
stccufation  to  all  panics,  and  lived  in  his  caphai 
ittore  like  a  prlfoner  than  a  king.  Catharine 
might  perhaps  have  panloned  him  fottic  mo* 
ffients  of  deffeftidn^  bot  the  influence  of  Orloff 
eppoftrd  it.  Prince  Repnin  commanded  like  a 
dcfpot  in*  WarfaWi  and,  to  flatter  the  favourite 
of  his  fovcrcign,  he  IctnW  opportunity  cfcapc  of 

humi- 
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humiliacmg  a  feeble  and  unfortunace  king.  Wc 
A^U  juft  cite  one  fingle  £x6t  to  prove  wiiat  lictk 
rcfpc&  the  rufTian  ambaflador  had  for  the  polilh 
monarch.  One  evening  that  the  king  was  at  the 
theatre^  the  ambaflador  made  it  late  before  he 
came.  As  he  did  not  appear^  the  curtain  drew 
up,  and  the  piece  began.  The  pcrformerfi  were 
in  the  fecond  adt,  when  a  Ibrt  of  buftle  being 
made  in  the  ambaflador's  box,  the  king  ient  a 
pa^  to  know  what  was  the  matter.  Ahfwer 
uras  broi^t  that  prince  Repnin  was  come>  and 
was  furprifed  to  find  that  they  had  not  waited 
for  his  arrival  before  the  curtain  was  drawn  up« 
The  king  ordered  the  curtain  to  be  dropped,  and 
die  piece  to  begin  again. 

All  Europe  beheld  with  aftonifhmeht  the 
conduft  of  the  court  of  RuITia.  It  was  thought 
fcarcely  conceivable  that  Catharine  (hould  be*^ 
come,  all  at  once,  die  enemy  of  a  king  whom 
ihe  berfelf  had  put  upon  the  throne.  But  what 
could  the  faint  remembrance  of  an  extinguifhed 
attachment  prevail  upon  the  heart  of  a  princefs, 
who  was  aiming,  by  impofing  (hackles  on 
Poland,  to  domineer  over  the  powers  of  the 
north,  and  to  make  herfelf  formidable  tathole 
of  the  (buth  ? 

She  was  fure  that  the  king  of  Pruflia  dc fired 
nothing  belter  than  tp  (bare  the  poliih  provinces 

with 
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with  her.  She  managed  ac  her  pleafure  both 
Sweden  and  Denmark,  the  one  by  her  in- 
trigues^ and  the  other  by  the  hope  (he  held  out 
to  it  of  the  ceffion  of  Holftcin.  She  flattered 
England  by  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce. 
All  feemed  to  concur  to  favour  her  ambition. 

The  duke  dc  Choifcul,  who,  under  the  ap- 
pearance of  levity,  concealed  a  deep  and  pene- 
trating genius,  and  who  perhaps  was  deficient  in 
nothing,  for  being  a  great  minifter,  but  more 
conftancy  in  his  defigns,  and  lefs  propenficy  to 
dilfipatc  the  treafures  of  France,  was  the  firft 
who  difcovered  the  fecret  views  of  Catharine, 
He  faw  that  the  augmentation  of  power  which 
fhe  was  about  to  acquire  muft  have  a  natural 
tendency  to  dimmifh  the  confideration  and  influ- 
cncc  of  the  court  of  Vcrfaillcs.  He  refolved  to 
attack  the  evil  in  its  fource,  and,  to  defeat  the 
projects  of  Ruflia  by  diilipating  its  means,  he  fell 
upon  the  defign  of  involving  it  in  a  war  with  the 
ottoman  porte. 

That  minifter  then  made  application  to  count 
dc  Vergennes,  ambaflador  from  France  to  Con- 
ftantinople ;  and,  after  having  ftated  to  him  the 
particulars  of  his  apprehenfions,  exhorted  him 
to  fccond  his  projeds.  The  duke  de  Choifeul 
was  not  ignorant  either  of  the  weaknefs  and 
decline  of  the  ottoman  empire,  nor  the  vices  of 

a  govern* 
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a  government  which  were  the  fole  caufc  of  that 
weaknefs:  but  he  (till  thought  it  capable  of 
giving  Ruflia  employment  for  a  good  while  to 
comci  and  whatever  might  be  the  fuccefs  of  the 
war,  he  wiflied  them  to  undertake  it, 

Vergennes  adminiftered  with  no  left  ability 
than  zeal  to  the  views  of  his  court.  A  long  refi- 
dcnce  in  Turkey  had  fupplied  him  with  an  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  principal  members  of  the 
di vanj  and  the  means  of  fucceeding  with  it.  He 
employed  thofe  means.  He  reprcfcnted  to  the 
ottoman  minifters  how  unjuft  and  dangerous  it 
was  that  Ruflia  (hould  dare  to  violate  the  rights 
of  the  Poles,  and  invade  their  territory.  He 
convinced  them  that  the  demarcation  of  the 
limits  exaded  by  the  court  of  Peterfburg  would 
be  attended  with  confeqiiences  fatal  to  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Euxine  i  and  he  advifed  them  refo- 
lutcly  to  oppofe  that  demarcation*. 

The  porte,  whom  the  polifli  confederates  had 
already    petitioned    for    fuccour,    immediately 

*  The  duke  de  Choifcul  had  authorifed  M.  de  Vcrgcnncs 
to  employ  the  moft  efficacious  meafures  for  inducing  the 
Turks  to  declare  war  againft  Ruffia.  "  If  you  have  any 
**  cxpeAation  to  fucceed,  if  you  think  it  poflible,"  he 
writes  to  him,  "  every  neccQTary  fupply  of  money  fhall  be 
"  tranKinitted  to  you.*'  M.  dc  Vergennes  had  the  merit  of 
wifhing  to  employ  no  other  means  than  thofe  of  perfuafion. 
They  were  fufifcicnt  with  him. 

6  complied 
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<Q(nplied  with  the  advice  of  Vergcnncs.  The 
fli]rki&  miniilty  ietic  a  note  to  the  king  of 
JPdmd,  requefting  that  the  regulation  of  the 
limits  might  be  fufpended  till  fomc  explanations 
fhould  be  given  him  of  a  nature  to  remove  his 
iilarms  concerning  the  danger  with  which  the 
x%0ion  of  the  poHfh  territory  threatened  the 
Ottoman  empire.  But  Staniflaus  Auguftus,  who 
was  for  ever  afraid  of  giving  umbrage  to  Catha- 
rine, and  who  was  defirousi  whatever  it  might 
cofl:  him,  of  regaining  her  friendfhip,  anfwered 
the  grand  fignor,  that  there  was  not  the  leaft 
propoial  of  altering  the  limits  between  Ruflia 
and  Poland;  and  having  received  this  aflfurance, 
the  divan  returned  for  fome  time  into  its  accuf- 
tomed  apathy. 

The  court  of  Pcterfburg  then*  concluded  t 
treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce  with  that  of 
London  5  a  treaty  which  extended  the  privileges 
of  the  Englifl],  lowered  the  duties  of  import- 
ation on  their  merchandize,  and  granted  them 
great  advanuges.  Her  natural  inclination  foF 
England,  as  well  as  the  defire  of  iecuring  addi* 
donal  fuccours  in  the  war  which  ihe  was  medi« 
tatiiig  againft  the  Turks,  determined  Catharine 
to  feek  the  alliance  of  the  court  of  London. 

*  In  the  month  of  December* 

Juft 
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Jufl:  at  this  timej  when  Catharine  was  dif- 
playing  her  partiality  in  the  mod  fignal  manner 
to  the  bricilh  nation,  an  affair  of  gallantry  be- 
tween the  miniiler  of  the  latter  and  one  of  the 
maids  of  honour  became  fo  public,  that  the  em- 
prefs  could  no  longer  pretend  to  be  ignorant  of 
it;  (he  therefore  difmiifed  the  guilty  lady  from 
her  poft,  and  forbad,  for  fome  time,  the  minifter 
to  appear  at  court. 

The  feverity  (hewn  on  this  occafion  by  Catha- 
rine formed  doubtlcfs  a  ftriking  contraft  with 
fome  parts  of  her  own  behaviour.  It  feems 
impofldble  that  (he  could- fo  ftrangcly  deceive 
herielf  as  to  imagine  that  ti)^  world  was  not 
aware  of  the  indulgencies  (he  permitted  hericlfj 
but  it  is  neverfhelefs  certain,  that  (he  fomecimes 
put  on,  in  the  prefence  of  thofe  who  knew  her 
beft,  as  great  an  aufterity  of  manners  as  attach- 
ment to  religion.  Two  ladies*  of  her  court, 
one  of  whom  had  formerly  been  her  confidante, 
being  at  a  mafquerade,  were  talking  pretty  loud 
concerning  one  of  their  admirers :  the  cmpre(s 
went  up  to  them,  and,  with  a  ftern  counteoancey 
ordered  them  to  leave  the  ball-room,  (ince  they 
knew  no  better  than  to  pay  fo  litde  regard  to 
decorum. 

^  Madame  Narifhkia  and  Madame  Goloffkiiu 
VOL.  lu  D  The 
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The  diftancc  Catharine  often  found  it  nccef- 
fary  to  aflume  could  neither  be  fuppofed  to  gain 
her  the  affeftion  of  her  courtiers,  nor  to  con- 
tribute to  reftore  tranquillity  to  the  empire. 
Princefs:  DaQikoff  had  been,  for  the  fecond  time, 
banifhed  to  Mofco.  That  young  lady,  who 
fcemed  to  find  her  greateft  pleafure  in  braving 
dangers,  revenged  hcrfclf  for  the  ingratitude  flic 
thought  ftie  experienced,  by  revealing  the  crimes 
of  the  confpiracy  in  which  flie  had  adted  a  prin- 
cipal part,  and  in  fomenting  the  difcontents 
againft  the  cmprefi.  Without  efl:ceming  prin- 
cefs  DafhkofF,  many  perfons  partook  in  her 
refentments  j  and  the  poifon  of  fedition,  artfully 
mingled  by  her,  was  making  new  progrefs  from 
day  to  day. 

Being  informed  of  the  murmurs  at  Mofco, 
Catharine  feigned  to  dcfpifc  them,  and  refolved 
to  fupprefs  them  by  her  prefence.  But  as  the 
feverity  of  the  winter  would  fcarcely  permit  her 
to  take  a  long  journey,  flie  endeavoured,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  divert  the  difaffcfted  by  the 
tumult  of  the  pleafures  Ihc  contrived  for  the 
cotnt.  Tfie  inhabitants  at  St.  Peteriburg  now 
faw  two  or  three  tournaments,  at  which  the  ruf- 
ftan  courtiers,  arrayed  in  the  habits  and  the 
armour  of  the  ancient  knights  in  the  days  of 
chivalry^  diljpkyed  more  magnifkcnce  than  gal- 
.    ^  lantry. 


Jantry,  and  greater  ftrength  th^n  dexterity, 
Thcfc  (hows,  which  were  continued  for  (cvcral 
days,  were  beheld  with  general  difapprobation, 
as  frivolous  and  cxpenfive. 

In  the  amphitheatre  erected  on  purpqfc  for  the 
occafion  were  two  fuperb  boxes,  for  the  empreft 
and  the  grand  duke.  In  the  centre  of  the  arena 
was  railed  a  throne,  whereon  fat  the  grand  judge 
of  the  exercifts,  furrounded  by  forty  officers^ 
four  heralds  at  arms,  and  two  trumpets  for  the 
purpofe  of  giving  fignals.  Befides  thefe,  at  four 
feveral  places,  all  equally  diftant  from  the  circus^ 
were  kettle-drums  and  trumpets,  making  warlike 
mufic  during  the  whole  time  of  the  carouzeU 
In  fhort,  nothing  was  neglefted  that  could  con- 
tribute to  the  magnificence  and  eflfcd  of  the  ex- 
hibition. 

The  dames  and  knights  of  the  tournaments 
were  divided  into  four  quadrilles  or  troops  of 
horfe,  reprefenting  combatants  of  four  different 
nations:  Sclavonians^  Turks,  Indians,  and  Ro- 
mans; all  pcrfeAly  obfcrving  the  cuftoms  of 
thofc  nations,  in  their  drefs  and  ornamejits,  iri 
their  chariots,  in  their  mufic,  and  attendants ;  and 
were  all,  ladies  and  knights,  adorned  with  fuch 
a  profufion  of  gold  and  filver,  pearls,  and  pre- 
cious ftonc^,  on  rfjcir  gorgeous  drcffe?  9f  velvet, 
p  2  filks. 
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filks,  feathers,  and  ermine,  that  they  might  truly 
be  faid*  to 

**  Shine  with  the  wealth  of  Ormus  and  of  Ind, 
<<  Or  what  the  gorgeous  eaft,  with  richeil  hand, 
**  Showers  on  her  kings,  barbaric  pearl  and  gold." 

But  that  of  the  Romans,  led  on  by  count  Gregory 
Orloff,  was  brilliant  beyond  defcription.  The 
drcfs  of  his  brother  count  Alexcy  OrlofF,  chief 
of  the  turkifh  cohort,  was  likewife  particularly 
fplendid. 

The  four  quadrilles  rode  in  great  pomp  through 
the  principal  ftreets  of  the  city,  previous  to  their 
aflembling  in  the  circus. 

The  ladies  of  the  court  joufted  at  thefe  tourna- 
ments, as  well  as  the  chevaliers.  Tilting  at  the 
ring,  cutting  off  the  heads. of  ferocious  animals 
and  Saracens,  artificially  reprefented,  then  tofling 
up  the  head  and  catching  it  on  the  point  of 
the  fabre,  letting  off  a  piftol  at  a  fhield,  with  a 
variety  of  atchievements  of  a  fimilar  nature,  all 
performed  at  full  gallop  and  exactly  in  time  with 
the  mufic,  formed  the  other  parts  of  tliis  magni- 
ficent entertainment. 

When  the  carouzel,  which  had  been  repeated 
with  confiderable  variations  for  feveral  days,  was 

*  With  a  flight  alteration  fxx>m  Milton. 

ended, 
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ended,  and  the  company  were  drawn  up  in  their 
refpcftive  troops,  the  famous  marlhal  count 
Munich,  who  had  been  appointed  grand  judge 
of  the  field,  previous  to  decreeing  the  prizes, 
delivered  the  following  fpcech,  which  fhcws 
that  the  veteran  foldier  was  not  unacquainted  with 
the  art  of  flattery : 

<<  Illuftrious  ladies  and  chevaliers, 
*^  None  of  you  is  ignorant  that  not  a  (ingle 
*^  day  paflfes,  not  a  fingle  moment,  in  which  we 
"  do  not  behold  the  attention  of  our  mofl: 
'*  gracious  fovereign,  towards  augmenting  the 
"  fplendour  of  her  empire,  towards  enlarging  the 
**  fphere  of  the  happincfs  of  her  fubjedl?  in 
^^  general,  and  towards  adding  in  particular  to 
"  the  luftre  of  her  nobility. 

**  That  incomparable  fovercign  has  made 
"  choice  of  this^rand  day,  for  giving  the  prime 
"  nobility  of  her  empire  an  opportunity  for 
''  (ignalizing  their  addrefs  and  agility  in  the 
'<  martial  exercifes  of  a  brilliant  carouzel,  and 
"  fuch.as  has  never  yet  been  fccn  in  Ruflia. 
«*  Who  does  not  (hare  with  me  the  fentiments 
«^  of  admiration  and  gratitude  fo  juftly  due  to 
«  her  majefty  for  this  adt  of  goodncfs  and 
«^  maternal  care  ? 

^'  Illuftrious  ladies  and  chevaliers,  you  have 

<^  acquitted  yourfclves,  in  thefc  noWc  exercifes^ 

p  3  «  in 


y^ 
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**  in  9  manner  worthy  of  your  birth,  ind  adapted 
*'  to  give  you  the  altiirance  of  having  merited 
"  the  gracious  regard  of  her  majefty,  the  favour 
"  of  monfeigneur  the  grand  duke,  and  linivcrfal 
^'  apjjlaufc/' 

Then,  turning  towards  counteft  Boutturlin*> 
who  had  gained  the  principal  priw,  and  which 
was  valued  at  5000  rubfcs,  he  faid, 

*'  It  is  to  you,  madam,  to  whom  htr  imperial 
*'  majefty  authorifcs  me  to  prcfent  the  principal 
"  prize,  the  acquifitibn  of  an  uncommon  dcxtc- 
*•  rhy  and  grace  which  have  won  the  fuffragcs 
*'  of  all  beholders.  Permit  me,  madam,  to  be 
*'  the  firft  to  congratulate  you  on  that  honourable 
«<  diftin6tion,  which  confers  on  you  the  right  of 
"  diftriburing  with  your  victorious  hands,  the 
^^  reft  of  the  prizts  to  the  ladies  and  the 
*'  chevaliers. 

**  As  for  me,  become  hoary  under  arms  during 
*'  a  fpacc  of  fixty-five  years  of  ferviqef  j  I,  the 
*'  moft  aged  in  years  as  well  as  the  oldeft  general 
*^  in  Europe;  after  having  had  the  glory  of 
**  leading  the  ruffian  armies  more  than  once 
^'  to  viftory  j  I  regard,  as  the  recompcnce  and 

♦  Countefs  Boutturlin  was  fiftcr  to  pnnccfs  Daflikoff 
and  countefs  Elizabeth  RomanoYna  VorontzofP,  the  fa- 
vourite of  Peter  III. 

t  He  was  «t  that  time  84  yean  oftgc. 

««  the 
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"  the  crown  of  all  my  toils,  the  honour  to  have 
"  been  this  day,  not  only  the  witnefs,  but  the 
"  firft  umpire  of  your  rcfplcndcnt  exploits/' 

After  this  the  company,  to  the  amount  of 
fome  hlindred  perfons^  fat  down  to  a  fplendid 
fupper,  the  deflert  at  the  conclufion  of  which 
admirably  rcprcfcnted  the  circus  wherein  the 
carouzel  had  been  performed.  All  the  imperial 
fummer* gardens  were  illuminated  throughout, 
the  walks  lighted  with  numerous  arches  of  lamps 
burning  with  naphtha,  temples  of  one  general 
radiance,  illuminated  fountains,  and  magnificent 
fireworks  j  the  whole  feftival  terminating  with  a 
mafquerade  in  thefe  gardens,  which  continued 
till  day-light  the  following  morning. 

But  Catharine  knew  alfo  how  bed  to  employ 
more  worthy  means  for  cftabliQiing  her  authority. 
She  ftill  bufied  hcrfelf  in  making  reforms  and 
the  ereftion  of  ufeful  inftitutftns.  She  correded 
the  tribunals,  (he  founded  fchools,  fhe  buih 
hofpitals,  and  planted  colonies.  She  endeavoured 
to  infufe  into  her  people  a  love  for  the  laws,  and 
to  foften  their  manners  by  inftruftion.  Jealous 
of  a  power  that  knew  no  bounds,  greedy  of 
every  fpecics  of  glory,  fhe  was  determined  tb 
be  at  once  both-  conqueror  and  legiflatrix. 
Amidft  confpiracies  formed  for  overturning  her 
throne,  occupied  with  preparations  for  war, 
D  4  which 
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which  leemcd  fufficient  to  arrcft  her  whole  atten- 
tion, and  yet  finding  time  for  attachments  of 
gallantryj  (he  was  unmindful  of  nothing  that 
could  attradb  the  reverence  of  mankind,  and 
captivate  their  admiration. 

There  was  at  that  time  no  country  where  the 
jurifprudence  was  more  perplexed  and  uncertain 
than  in  Ruflia/  The  intricate  code  of  Alexcy 
Michailovitch,  compiled  that  it  might  ferve 
as  the  bafis  of  legiflation,  was,  if  not  abrogated, 
at  lead  contradidted  by  the  numerous  edicts  of 
his  fuccefTors,  which  were  always  di&ated  by 
the  interefl:  or  the  caprice  of  the  moment.  The 
laws  of  this  vaft  empire  were  voluminous  to  a 
degree  of  the  greateft  abfurdity,  were  perplexed, 
infufficient,  in  many  cafes  contradidory,  and  fo 
loaded  with  precedents,  reports,  cafes,  and  opi- 
nions, that  they  afforded  an  eternal  fcene  of 
altercation,  and  wft-e  fcarcely  to  be  reconciled 
or  underftood  by  the  very  profcffors  of  them. 
The  particular  laws  of  the  different  provinces 
were  alfo  continually  interfering  and  clafhing, 
and  caufed  fuch  confuflon,  that  the  whole  pre- 
fented  an  endlefs  chaos,  and  effaced  almoft  every 
trace  of  original  fyftcm  or  defign.  The  fenate, 
the  cojlcgcs,  all  the  tribunals  of  the  empire, 
cmbarraffcd  by  fo  many  authorities  and  fuch 
oppoOte  laws,   prbtrafted  ca^ifes  without  end, 

or 
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or  terminated  them  without  juftice.  To  thefe 
evils  a  greater  yet  was  added,  the  venality  of 
the  judges  and  their  unlimited  power*. 

Catharine  refolved  to  apply  a  remedy  to 
all  thefe  diforders.  She  profecuced  what  Ihe 
had  begun  in  the  fenate  and  in  the  colleges 
by  forming  them  into  feparate  departments^ 
whichj  having  each  but  one  line  of  bufinefs, 
could  neceflarily  proceed  in  a  more  regular 
courfe»  execute  their  buHnefs  with  much  greater 
dirpatch>  and  give  fewer  openings  to  artifice  and 
chicane.  In  order  then  to  deprive  the  judges 
of  a)l  pretext  or  excufe  for  either  negligence 
or  prevarication,  fhe  augmented  the  emoluments 
of  their  offices,  a  means  unhappily  infufficientj 
but  which  proves  that  Catharine  was  well  ac-> 
quainted  with  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  which 
ihe  governed.  Indeed,  if  the  magiilrates  had 
been  poflefied  of  any  virtue,  would  it  not  be 
rather  from  the  icntiment  of  reputation,  than  by 
pecuniary  recompences,  that  they  would  have 
been  ftimulated  to  juftice  ?  The  emprefs  there- 
fore put  in  motion  that  fpring  which  ihe  thought 
would  adt  with  the  greateft  force  upon  them, 

♦  The  loweft  judge,  who  frequently  had  never  learnt 
to  read,  ufed  arbitrarily  to  put  culprits  to  the  tortoic 
to  extort  confeiliony  and  condemn  a  man  to  the  knootf  of  to 
bcbanifhed  into  Siberia* 

She 
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She  tellfi  them  in  the  ukafe  /he  publifhed 
on  the  occafiOn  :— "  Indigence  may  perhaps 
"  hitherto  have  given  you  a  propenfity  to  felf- 
*•  intercft;  but  now  the  country  itfclf  rewards 
•*  your  labours^  and  therefore  what  might  here- 
•*  tofore  have  been  pardonable,  will  hcnce- 
•*  forward  be  criminal."— 

Catharine  did  more  than  augment  the  falaries 
^  the  judges;  fhe   fecured  to  them   an    ap- 
pointment ©f  half- pay   for   that   fcafon  of  life 
-nhtti  age  and  infirmities  fhould  oblige  them  to. 
iretirc. 

Thefe  primary  matters  being  arranged,  the 
tmprefs  fet  herf^lf  to  work  on  a  new  code. 

AH  Ae  provinces  of  Ruffia,  not  excepting  the 
barbarous  narions  who  dwell  in  the  remote^ 
parts  of  that  vaft  empire,  had  orders  to  fend 
deputies  to  Mofco>  to  prcfcnt  their  ideas  on  the 
laws  that  were  the  fittcft  'for  their  peculiar 
exigencies.  Catharine  herfclf  repaired  to  that 
tnticnt  capital.  The  opening  of  the  dates  was 
iield  with  extraordinary  pomp*  It  was  furely  an 
interefting  and  novel  tranfadtion,  to  fee  deputies 
of  numerous  people,  difierent  in  their  manners^ 
their  drefs,  their  languages j  and  they  themfclvcs 
maft  have  been  aftoniftied  at  being  here  thus 
jtflembled  for  difcuffing  their  laws,  people  who 
bad  never  thought  about  law  but  to  obey  the 

arbitrary 
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arbitrary  will  of  a  mafter,  whom  it  often  haj>* 
Jjcn^d  that  they  did  not  know. 

The  cmprefs,  defirous  to  leave  this  alTembly 
the  appearances  of  the  completed  liberty,  had  a 
fort  of  gallery  conftrufted  in  the  hall  in  fuch 
manner,  that,  without  being  perceived,  fhe 
could  fee  and  hear  all  that  pafled.  The  bufinefs 
was  begun  by  reading  the  inftruftions  tranflated 
into  tht  ruffian  language,  the  original  whereof, 
in  french,  alrtioft  entirely  in  the  hand-writing  of 
Catharihe,  has  fince  been  dcpofited,  enclofed  in 
a  magnificent  cafe  of  filver  gilt,  in  an  apartment 
of  the  imperial  academy  of  fcicnces  at  St.  Pc- 
terfborg. 

"  The  fovereigns  of  Ruffia  poireflcd  the  mod: 
*'  cxtenfivc  dominions  of  the  world,  and  every 
♦*  thing  was  yet  to  be  done:  at  laft,"fays  M.  de 
Voltaire*,  **  Peter  was  born  and  Ruflla  was 
«  formed  ;••  that  is,  doubtlefs,  to  fay,  that  at  this 
period  it  arofe  out  of  chaos.  The  bare  idea  of 
making  it  was  grand,  and  its  execution  might 
juftly  excite  aftonifliment.  Tzar  Alexcy  Mi- 
chailovitch,  his  father,  had  already  fketched  out 
the  work,  and  it  muft:  be  confcflcd  that  Peter 
advanced  it  to  a  furprifing  degree.     To  leave 

•  Hifloiy  of  the  ruffian  empire,  Vol.  L  p.  74, 

bis 
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his  country,  that  he  might  return  to  govern 
it  with  greater  glory;  to  go  and  feek  light  in  all 
parts  where  it  enlightened  mankind  s  to  fubmtt 
for  fcveral  years  to  be  the  difciplc  of  other 
nations,  in  order  to  become  the  mafter  and  the 
reformer  of  his  own^  to  work  as  a  fimple  carpen- 
ter at  Saardam,  to  prepare  himfelf  for  creating  a 
navy  that  (hould  be  formidable  to  his  enemies  ^ 
to  lower  himfelf  to  a  common  (bldier>  in  order  to 
become  a  great  commander;  to  form  on  all 
hands  eftabli(hments  of  great  utility,  till  then 
unknown  to  his  fubjeftsi  to  attack  at  once  all  the 
abufes  both  in  church  and  ftate,  in  the  manners 
and  cuftoms  that  had  been  mod:  fanftioned  by 
inveterate  habit;  to  extend  reformation  and 
care  to  every  particular  that  was  deferving  of 
them;  to  temper  the  fe verity  of  his  difcipline  by 
the  total  abolition  of  the  word  (lave  i  to  muc 
pomp  with  toil>  and  annex  profperity  to  tri- 
umphs; all  together  chara£terifed  him  as  the 
great  genius,  the  great  man^  and  the  great  mo- 
narch. 

But  if  that  prince,  fo  juftly  renowned  to  all 
pofterity,  poliflied  his  country  in  fo  many  re- 
fpeSsi  if  he  made  regulations,  worthy  of  admi- 
ration and  praife,  with  all  this  he  framed  no 
permanent  laws,  and  much  lefs  a  fyftcm  of  legif- 

6  lattoa 
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htbn  that  (honld  embrace  all  obje6ls.  That 
great  work*  was  kft  for  Catharine  II.  She 
alone  conceived  the  grand  idea  of  undertaking  it, 
and  (he  alone  had  the  courage  to  put  it  iii 
execution.  A  code  of  laws^  and  eipecially  laws 
founded  on  wifdom,  is  the  nobleft  prefent  that 
can  be  made  to  a  people :  no  woman  had  yet  been 
a  legiflatrix}  and  that  part  theemprefs  of  Ruflda 
refolved  to  aft. 

The  reading  of  the  inftruftions  was  frequently 
interrupted  by  burfts  of  applaufe.  All  prefent 
extolled  the  fagacity,  the  wifdom^  the  humanity 
of  the  fovcreign.  But  fear  and  flattery  had  a 
greater  (hare  inthefe  exclamations  than  an  admi- 
ration proceeding  from  a  juft  knowledge  of  the 
matter.  They  hoped,  perhaps,  by  that  means 
to  attraft  the  favour  of  the  cmprefs,  or  at  lead 
to  efcape  Siberia.  The  deputies  of  the  Samoyedes 
alone  had  the  courage  to  fpeak  freely.  One  of 
them  ftood  up  in  the  name  of  his  brethren,  and 
laid,—"  We  are  a  fimple  and  honeft  people. 
"  We  quietly  tend  our  rein- deer.  We  are  in 
"  no  want  of  a  new  code:  but  make  laws  for  the 

♦  This  work  may  be  chiefly  taken  from  the  writings 
of  Montefquieuy  and  feveral  others  of  the  french  philo* 
fophers;  but  it  muH  always  redound  to  the  glory  of  Ca- 
tharine that  fhc  had  the  liberality  of  mind  to  draw  from 
fuch  (burces. 

«  Ruffums, 
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<<  RuITians^  our  neighbours,  that  may  put  a 
*«  ftop  to  their  depredation^/* 

The  following  fittings  did  not  pafs  fo  quietly. 
Much  had  been  faid  about  giving  liberty  to  the 
boors.  Some  thoufaqds  of  ;his  opprefTed  clafs 
of  beings  were  preparing  to  fupport  by  force 
what  th^y  expcfted  from  equity.  The  nobility 
dreaded  an  infurreftion :  they  dreaded,  above 
all,  a  defalcation  of  their  revenues ;  and  fome 
nobles  were  rafh  enough  to  aflTert,  that  xhey 
would  poignard  the  firft  man  who  lliould  n^ove 
for  the  affranchifemcnt  of  the  vaffals*.  Not- 
withftanding  this,  however,  count  ScheremetoflT^ 
the  richeft  individvial  of  aU  Rufliaf ,  got  up,  and 
declaried  that  hp  would  willingly  agree  to  thi$ 
afFranchifeipent.  The  dicbate  was  parried  on 
with  grc^t  warmth,  which  grew  to  fych  a  height, 
that  fatal  eonlequences  were  to  be  apprehended  i 
and  the  deputies  were  difmifled  to  their  refpedlive 
provinces. 

However,  previous  to  the  diflblution  of  this 
aflembly,  the  members  were  required  to  figna- 
lize  tlie  meeting  by  fome  confpicuous  a£t  of 

*  This  fad  has  been  feyeral  times  attefled  by  Andrew 
SchuvalofF)  known  in  France  by  his  ptietty  epHUe  to  {^inon. 

f  Potcmkin  wa«  not  as  yet  favourite.  Count  Scherc- 
witofFpofiefied  an  annual  income  of  170,000  pounds  (IcHing* 
Ht  Ud  belonging  to  him  150^000  peafants. 

gratis 
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gratitude.  It  was  thought  right  that,  though 
the  benefit  that  was  intended  for  the  fubjcft^ 
fliould  be  loft  to  them,  it  ought  not  to  be  fo  to 
the  fovcrcign,  who  had  conceived  the  noble 
idea  of  it.  Accordingly,  by  a  general  accla^ 
mation,  the  titles  of  Great,  Wife,  Prudent,  and 
Mother  of  the  Country,  were  decreed  to  that 
princefs  j  but  when  fhe  was  petitioned  to  accept 
of  thofe  titles,  Ihe  anfwercd,  with  an  aflumed 
modefty,  "  That  if  fhe  had  rendered  herfelf 
"  worthy  of  the  firfl:,  it  belonged  to  poftcrity 
*'  to  confer  it  upon  her  5  that  wifdom  and  pru- 
'^  dence  were  the  gifts  of  heaven,  for  which  fhe 
*^  daily  gave  thanks,  without  prefuming  to 
"  derive  any  merit  from  them  herfelf;  that 
"  laflly,  the  title  of  mother  of  the  country  was 
'*  the  mofl  dear  of  all  in  her  eyes,  the  only  one 
"  that  fhe  could  accept,  and  which  flie  regarded 
"  ^s  the  mofl  benign  and  glorious  recoropencc 
"  for  her  labours  and  folicitudes  in  behalf  of  a 
"  people  whom  fhe  loved," 

Proud  of  the  work  which  had  obtained  her 
fucb  flattering  marks  of  homage,  Catharine 
eagerly  difpatched  copies  of  her  inflruflions  to 
the  ibvereigns  whofe  approbation  fhe  mofl  co- 
veted. They  complimented  her  on  her  labx)- 
rious  enterprife,  and  made  no  hefitation  to  pro- 
nounce that  k  would  be  an  exernal  monument  to 

her 
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her  glory.  The  king  of  Pruflia,  who  knew  how 
jenfible  (he  was  to  praife^  and  who  was  always 
lavifh  of  it  with  lefs  delicacy  than  eafc,  wrote  to 
her  a  long  letter,  which,  among  other  things, 
contained  this  flattering  obfervation :  ''  No 
*  ^^  woman  has  hitherto  been  a  legiflatrix.  That 
"  glory  was  refer ved  for  the  cmprefs  of  Ruflla, 
*«  who  well  deferves  it/* 

The  emprefs  received  this  letter*  at  Kafan, 
having  had  a  defire  to  vifit  her  provinces  in  Afia,^ 
and  the  famous  (hores  of  the  Volga. 

Count  Solms,  minifter  of  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
on  fending  this  letter  to  count  Panin,  wrote  him 
a  note  to  the  following  purport :  ''  I  haften  to 
tranfmit  to  your  excellency  the  letter  which  the 
king  my  m^fter  has  had  the  honour  to  compofe, 
in  anfwer  to  that  with  which  her  imperial  ma- 
jefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  accompany  the 
prefent  of  her  inftruftion  for  the  formation  of  the 
new  code  in  Ruflia,  ordering  me  to  caufc  it  to 
be  prcfcnted  to  her  imperial  majcfty.  He  fub- 
joins,  with  his  own  hand,  in  the  difpatch  which 
he  has  addreflcd  to  me  :  "  I  have  read  with 
<«  admiration  the  work  of  the^  emprefs.  I  was 
«  not  willing  to  tell  her  all  that  I  think  of  it, 
w  becaufe  (he  might  have  fufpefted  me  of  flat- 

*  Wliich  fee  in  the  appendix,  No.  VI. 

"  teryi 
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-  "  tery  ;  but  I  may  fay  to  you,  with  due  defer- 
"  ence  to  modefty,  that  it  is  a  mafculine  per- 
"  formancc,  nervous/  and  worthy  of  a  great 
"  man.  We  are  told  by  hiftory,  that  Semi- 
"  ramis  commanded  armies.  Queen  EHzabcth 
"  has  been  accounted  a  good  politician.  The 
"  cmprefs- queen  has  (hewn  great  intrepidity  on 
"  her  acceffion  to  the  throne ;  but  no  woman 
"  has  ever  been  a  legiflatrix.  That  glory  was 
"  referved  for  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  who 
'*  defervcs  it.'* 

It  certainly  redounds  much  to  the  praife  of 
Catharine,  that  thefe  inftrudions  are  founded 
on  the  principles  of  an  enlightened  humanity ; 
and  that,  though  autocratrix  and  of  unlimited 
power,  (he  recognizes  no  legitimate  authority 
but  that  which  is  founded  on  juftice  j  every  par- 
ticular in  her  laws  has  a  tendency  to  enervate 
dcfpotifm,  and  to  render  a  juft  authority  refpeft- 
ablc.  Her  purpofe  is  to  form  a  folid,  and  not 
an  arbitrary  legiflation.  Her  whole  plan  is  di« 
reftcd  to  prevent  all  thofe  who  govern  under  her 
from  exercifmg  a  capricious  and  cruel  authority, 
by  fubjefting  them  to  invariable  laws,  which  no 
authority  Ihpuld  be  able  to  infringe. 

The  accomplifliment  of  this  grand  defign^ 
however,  did  not  proceed  fo  eafily  as  the  firft 
ftcps  gave  room  to  expedt.  Either  it  was  found 
that  the  plan  of  a  convocation  of  the  nation  by 

VOL,  II.  £  its 
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its  deputies  was  beginning  at  too  high  a  pitch, 
and  that  in  an  aflembly  compofcd  of  fuch  a  divcr- 
fity  of  tribes,  manners,  Snd  tongues,  it  would 
be  impoffible  to  come  to  any  common  conclu- 
fions ;  or  the  whole  apparatus  was  ufed  only  as  a 
machine,  and  fuffered  to  fall  when  it  had  an- 
fwered  the  end  for  which  it  was  contrived. 

A  few  articles  in  thcfe  inftru6tions  will  fufficc 
to  (hew  the  principles  on  which  they  are  dr^wn 
up. 

"  The  fpirit  of  the  nation,  the  nation  itfeHi 
^*  ought  to   be    confulted  in  the   framing  of 
' "  laws. 

*.*  Thefe  laws  Ihould  be  confidered  no  othci=- 
^'  wife  than  as  a  means  of  conducing  mankind 
"  to  the  greateft  happincfs, 

'^  It  is  our  duty  to  mitigate  the  lot  of  thofe 
"  who  live  in  a  (late  of  dependence. 

"  The  liberty  and  the  fccurity  of  the  citizens 
'<  ought  to  be  the  grand  and  precious  ohjedU 
<<  of  all  laws  i  they  fhould  all  tend  to  render 
*'  life,  honour,  and  property,  as  ftable  and  fc- 
*'  cure  as  the  conftitution  of  the  government 
^  itfelf. 

"  The  liberty  of  the  fubjefts  ought  only  to  be 
"  reftridlcd  concerning  what  it  would  be  dt&d* 
*'  vantageous  to  them  to  do. 

"  In  caufes  purely  civil,  the  laws  ihould  be 
•*  fo  clear  and  precife,  that  the  judgments  re- 

'       "  fulting 
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**  fulting  from  them  be  always  in  pcrfcft  nni- 
*'  formity  in  the  fame  cafes ;  in  order  to  rernovc 
*'  that  jurifprudencc  of  decifions,  which  is  fo 
*'  ofteo  a  fburce  of  uncertainties,  of  errors,  or 
*'  afts  of  injuftice,  according  as  a  caufe  has  bedh 
"  well  or  ill  defended  at  one  time  or  at  another, 
^^  gained  or  loft  according  to  influence  or  cir* 
"  cumftances." 

We  read  with  equal  pleafiire  the  inftrudtions 
ihe  prefcribes  to  be  followed  in  the  criminal 
conftitution  ; 

"  It  is  incomparably  bettscr  to  prevent  crimes 
*'  than  to  punifh  them. 

"  The  life  of  the  meaneft  citizen  is  of  confe* 
^  quence ;  and  no  one  fhouid  be  deprived  of  ir, 
<'  except  when  it  is  attacked  or  required  by  the 
<*  country. 

"  In  like  maimer  his  liberty  fcould  be  re* 
"  fpefted,  by  being  difficult  about  imprifoH'^ 
^  mcnt,  by  carefully  diftinguilbing  the  cafes 
'<  where  the  laws  will  difpenfe  with  it,  as  allil 
"  thofe  in  which  the  public  fefcty  requires  arrcft- 
*'  ation,  detention,  or  formal  impriipflmeo% 
"  and  in  this,  cafe  even  concerning  different 
«*  prifbns. 

«  In  the  methods  of  trial,  the  ufc  of  torture^ 
^  is  contrary  to  (bund  reaibn.    Humamcy  crie^ 
pa  "  o«t 
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^'  out  againft  this  praflice,  and  infifts  on  its 
^'  being  abolifhed. 

*'  A  prifoner  is  not  to  be  facrificed  to  the 
*'  torrent  of  opinions.  Judgment  muft  be 
"  nothing  but  the  precife  text  of  the  law  ;  and 
<^  the  office  of  the  judge  is  only  to  pronounce 
^'  whether  the  aftion  is  conformable  or  contrary 
«'  to  it." 

Concerning  punifhments : 

**  The  aim  of  puniftimcnt*  is  not  to  torment 
"  fenfible  beings. 

''  All  puniftiment  is  unjuft  when  it  is  not 
''  neceffary  to  the  maintenance  of  the  public 
*<  fafcty. 

.  «'  The  atrocity  of  punifliments  is  reprobated 
<*  by  the  compaffioh  that  is  due  to  human  na* 
*'  turc  :  whenever  it  is  ufelefs,  it  is  a  fufficient 
<^  reafon  to  regard  it  as  unjuft^  and^  as  fuch^  to 
"  rejedk  it. 

"  In  the  ordinary  ftate  of  fociety,  the  death 
f^  of  a  citizen  is  neither  ufeful  nor  neceffary.'* 

All  that  follows  under  this  head,  touching  the 
proportion  that  ftiould  be  obferved  between 
crimes  and  punifliments ;  on  the  rarity  of  the 
cafes  where  the  crime  defcrves  death  j  on  the 
rule  to  be  obferved  in  confifcations,  which 
the  empreis  would  not  extend  beyond  acquired 

property^ 
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property,  and  a  number  of  other  ideas  arc  fuch 
as  could  only  proceed  from  goodnefs  of  heart 
and  profound  meditation.  The  whole  amount 
of  the  articles  of  her  inftrudions  is  in  number 
525 ;  and  the  very  publication  and  difperfion  of 
the  book  throughout  the  empire  has  been  at- 
tended with  falutary  efFefts.  It  was  doubtlefs  a 
great  and  arduous  undertaking,  and  worthy  of  an 
exalted  mind.  i^The  laws  of  this  vaft  empire 
were  voluminous  to  a  degree  of  the  greatell 
abfurdity,  were  perplexed,  infufficient,  in  many 
cafes  contradictory,  and  fo  loaded  with  pre- 
cedents, cafes,  and  opinions,  that  they  afforded 
an  eternal  fcene  of  altercation,  and  were  fcarcely 
to  be  reconciled  or  underftood  by  the  very 
profcffors  of  them.  The  particular  laws  of  the 
difFerent  provinces  were  alfo  continually  interfer- 
ing and  clashing,  and  caufed  fuch  confufion  that 
the  whole  prefented  an  endlefs  chaos,  and 
effaced  almoft  every  trace  of  original  fyftem 
or  defign.  This  augean  ftable  the  emprefs  was 
determined  to  cleanfe;  and  though  the  fucccfsof 
her  patriotic  attempt  has  not  as  yet  been  complete, 
yet,  in  confcqucnce  of  it,  a  great  fimplification 
has  taken  place  in  the  laws,  and  a  milder  and 
more  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice. 

The  inftru6lion  of  the  emprefs  is  not  a  law- 

bpok  itfelf*     She  only  fays,  '<  Such  regulations 

E  3  '*'  ihould 
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^^  Ihould  be  made.— In  the  firft  place^  it  (hould 
<^  be  examined^  whether,"  &c.  But  what  ex- 
cellent fuggeftions  are  thus  delivered,  which 
certainly  have  produced,  and  mud  continue  to 
produce,  great  effefts.  Thus  we  find  it  faid> 
chap.  xi«  <^  Peter  I.  promulgated  a  law^in  i722> 
^ '  that  perfons  who  were  not  of  folind  mind,  and 
*'  who  oppreft  their  ferfs,  (hould  be  put  under 
*'  guardians.  The  former  point  of  this  law  has 
**  been  kept  up  -,  why  the  latter  is  not  enforced 
*^  is  not  known."  Again,  chap.  xii.  '^  It  feems 
*'  too,  that  the  new  manner  in  which  noblemen 
**  cxaft  their  dues  from  the  peafantry  is  hurtful 
«f  to  population.  There  is  fcarcely  a  village 
««  which  does  not  pay  certain  tributes  to  its  lord 
<«  in  money.  The  lord,  who  never,  or  but 
*'  very  rarely,  fees  his  village,  impofes  on  every 
«*  head  a  tax  of  one,  two,  and  even  to  five  rubles, 
*^  without  concerning  himfelf  how  the  peafant  is 
^  to  pay  that  fum.  It  will  be  abfolutely  indif- 
"  penfable  to  prefcribe  laws  to  the  nobility, 
<*  obliging  them  to  adt  more  circumfpeftly  in 
«^  the  manner  of  levying  their  dues,  and  to 
<*  require  of  the  peafant  tributes  of  fuch  a  nature 
*«  as  (hall  remove  him  as  little  as  poffiblc  from 
««  his  houfc  and  family.  By  this  means  agricul- 
«  ture  will  be  better  followed,  and  the  popula- 

**  tion 
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"  tionofthe  empire  be  increafed.  At  prefcnt, 
*'  a  labourer  leaves  his  home  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
"  to  go  and  feek  hisfubfiftence  in  diftant  towns  > 
**  roams  about  the  empire,  and  pays  his  dues 
•'  annually  from  what  he  earns." 

'•'  If,  for  fomc  political  re^on,  it  be  not  prac- 
'*  ticable  to  free  the  boors  throughout  the  empire 
^  from  their  vaflalage,  yet  means  fliould  be 
*'  thought  of  to  enable  them  to  acquire  property. 
*'  In  purfuance  of  this  idea,  fhould  not  a  method 
**  be  devifed  for  gradually  bettering  the  condi- 
'*  tion  of  this  lower  clafs  of  people  ?"  Is  not 
fuch  language,  Which  evinces  fomuchfagacity  and 
benevolence,  the  fitted  for  the  mouth  of  a 
monarch  who  is  defirous  of  making  improve- 
ments, without  undertaking  the  boifterous  and 
intemperate  part  of  an  auftere  reformer  ?  It  is  a 
great  matter,  if  a  prince  (hews  that  he  under- 
ftands  the  vices  of  the  country,  and  knows  how 
they  may  be  remedied.  Suppofe  even  that 
nothing  farther  is  done,  muft  not  every  con- 
fiderate  (peftator  feef  himfelf  inclined  to  believe 
that  this  fagacity  and  this  benevolence  has  met 
with  difficulties  which  were  abfolutely  not  to  be 
overcome  ?  But  fuch  words  arc  never  loft : 
under  Catharine  much  was  cffc&td  by  what  (he 
planned  with   prudent   moderation.     In   fome 

Z  4  placesj 
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places,  however,  (he  expreffes  herfclf  dccifively, 
and  with  command ;  and  wherever  this  is  thcf 
cafe,  the  inftruftion  .retains  the  virtual  force  of 
a  law. 

The  whole  performance  is  an  excellent  com- 
pendium of  choice^obfcrvations,  of  juft  maxims, 
and  of  generous  fenciments ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  a  beautiful  coUeftion  of  ftriking  paflages 
from  the  celebrated  philofophers  of  Greece  and 
Home,  of  apt  examples  from  ancient  and  modern 
hiftory,  from  the  manners  of  cultivated  and 
.  favage  nations,  and  even  from  fuch  nations  as 
^re  not  fo  well  known  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  for 
inftancc,  the  Chincfe  and  other  Afiatics.  Who- 
ever would  make  himfclf  acquainted  with  the 
philofophy  of  legiflation,  might  reap  confiderable 
advantage  by  taking  it  as  his  manual. 

In  addition  to  the  pafTiiges  above  cited  from 
this  work,  as  a  fpccimen  of  the  fcntiments  of 
Catharine,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  extraft  a  few 
others,  if  it  be  only  to  fhew,  that  upwards  of 
thirty  years  ago  a  monarch  delivered  the  bcftof 
thofe  which,  in  the  opinion  of  fome,  were  firft 
difcovered  by  the  republicans  of  the  prcfcnt 
day.  A  lofty  philofophical  flation  is  taken  in 
the  6th  chapter;  "  Several  things  rule  over 
<  mankind,  the  religion,  the  climate,  the  laws, 
**  the  maxims  of  government,  the  examples  of 
3  "  things 
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**  things  paft,  the  manners,  the  cuftoms,  from 
*'  which,  as  the  rcfulc,  a  public  mind  is  formed." 
Elucidations  of  this  maxim  from  the  charadenftics 
of  various  nations  fucceed  to  this.  Then,  **  It  is 
" .  the  bufmefs  of  the  Icgiflator  to  follow  the  tern- 
**  per  of  the  nation  j  for  we  do  nothing  better  tl^n 
**  what  we  do  voluntarily,  and  in  purfuance  of  our 
**  natural  difpofition.  For  eftabliftiing  a  more 
*^  pcrfc^  legiflation,  it  is  neceflary  that  the 
*'  minds  of  men  (hould  be  previoufly  prepared 
*'  for  it.  But  in  order  to  defeat  the  pretext 
''  ufually  alleged,  that  it  is  not  poQible  to  do 
**  good,  becaufc  the  minds  are  not  yet  difpofed 
<*  to  admit  it,  take  the  pains  to  prepare  them  for 
"  it;  this,  will  be  already  a  great  ftcp  advanced/* 
"  When  it  is  intended  to  make  great  changes  in  a 
"  nation,  that  may  turn  to  its  benefit,  thatwhich^ 
"  has  been  eftablifhed  by  laws  fliould  be  reform- 
<<  ed  by  laws ;  and  what  cuftom  has  brought  into 
<<  praAice  ihould  be  changed  by  cuftom ;  and  it 
<'  is  very  bad  policy  to  change  by  laws  what  ought 
"  to  be  changed  by  cuftom," 

Chap.  yiii.  of  punishments.  '*  Examine  with 
''  attention  into  the  cau(e  of  all  relaxations,  and 
♦*  it  will  be  feen  that  they  arifc  from  the  impunity 
*'  of  crimes,  and  not  from  the  moderation  of 
*'  punifhmcnts.*' — "  It  often  happens  that  a 
i^  Icgiflatorj  who  intends. to  corredt  an  evil,  con- 

**  fines 


58  LIPB   OF  THE  [1767^ 

^  fitles  his  thought^  to  that  corre(Etion :  his  eyes 
^  arc  open  to  that  objed,  and  fliut  to  theincon* 
'*  venienctes  attending  it." — Chap,  ix^  **  If  you 
**  confidcr  the  formalities  of  jufticc  in  regard  to 
'<  the  trouble  a  citizen  has  to  obtain  his  rights  or 
^'  to  obtain  fatisfadion  for  fome  injury,  you  will 
**  doubtlefsfind  it  too  great;  if  you  regard  them 
^  in  the  relation  they  bear  to  the  liberty  and 
•*  fecurity  of  the  citizens,  you  will  often  find  it 
«  too  little,  and  you  will  fee  that  the  punifh- 
*^  fftents,  the  expences,  the  delays,  even  the 
^  danger  of  the  decifion,  arc  the  price  that 
"  every  citizen  pays  for  his  liberty."  Not  to 
be  farther  tedious,  we  will  conclude*  with  the 
following :  "  Would  you  prevent  crimes?  Con- 
«'  trivc  that  the  laws  favour  lefs  the  difFerent 
^^  orders  of  citi2ens>  than  each  cidzen  in  parti- 
^  cular.  Let  men  fear  the  laws,  and  nothing 
**  but  the  laws.  Would  you  prevent  crimes  ? 
^  Provide  that  reifon  and  knowledge  be  more 
^  and  more  diffyfed  among  mankind.  To  con- 
'^  elude,  the  moft  fure,  but  the  moft  difficult 
.  ^'  method  of  making  men  better  is  by  rendering 
*'  education  more  complete."  Nothing  that 
relates  to  government  is  left  untouched  in  this 
iittto  bo6k.  The  maxims  of  politics,  of  tole^ 
ration^  and  of  juftice,  are  th\»  loadly  and  pow- 
crfliHy  deKvettd  from  the  throne>  and  have 
t  thereby 
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thereby  receired^    as    it  were,    one    fan£kida 
more. 

Still  proceeding  on  the  fame  enlarged  and 
tnlighcened  plan  which  we  have  before  bad 
cccaiion  to  commend,  the  emprcfs  continued  to 
c^;dtivate  and  encourage  the  arts  aod  fcicncess 
to  make  her  empire  an  afylum  to  the  learned  and 
ingenious;  and  to  reform  the  manners  and 
inftnid  the  minds  of  the  people,  through  the 
extent  of  its  mod  diftant  provinces. 

The  tranfit  of  the  planet  Venus  over  the  fiiHt 
which  was  to  happen  in  the  fummer  of  1769^ 
added  a  new  opportunity  of  Ihewing  as  well 
her  munificence,  as  the  attention  (he  paid  to 
aftronomy.  This  great  princcfs  wroce  a  Icttcf 
from  Mofco  with  her  own  hand,  to  count  Vla- 
dimir Orloff,  diredlor  of  the  academy  of  fcicnce* 
at  Pcterlburg*;  wherein  (hedefires  the  academy 
to  inform  her  of  the  mod  pro{)er  places  in 
her  dominions  for  the  making  of  thofe  obferv* 
atioBSi  with  an  oSer  to  fend  workmen  and  artiftsj 
and  to  conftruft  buildings  in  all  thofe  places 
which  the  academy  may  think  proper  for  the 
pui^>ore,  and  to  grant  every  other  afBfhmce 
to  the  undertaking  which  it  may  require*     She 

*  For  which  the  reader  Is  referred  to  the  appeiilk  H 
this  volume,  No.  VIX* 

alfo 
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alfo  dcfircd,  if  there  was  noTa  fufficient  number  of 
aftronomers  in  the  academy  to  make  obfervations 
in  all  the  places  required,  to  give  her  noticcj 
that  fhe  might  fend  a  proper  number  of  the 
officera  of  her  marine,  to  qualify  themfelves 
under  the  eye  of  the  profeflTors  in  the  academy, 
for  that  undertaking.  Such  is  thb  extent  of 
that  vaft  empire,  that  the  obfervations  which 
were  made,  both  on  the  tranfit  and  exit  of  this 
planet,  the  one  in  the  frozen  regions  towards  the 
pole,  and  the  other  on  the  borders  of  the 
Cafpian,  were  miade  within  its  own  limits ;  to 
fome  part  of  which  aftronomers  from  every  part 
of  Europe  went  to  behold  that  remarkable 
occurrence. 

The  academy  at  Peterlburg  applied  to  a 
member  of  the  royal  fociety  of  London,  to 
procure  the  ncceffary  inftrumcnts  for  the  pur- 
ix>fc  of  proceeding  fuccefsfully  in  that  im- 
portant obfervation*.  Mr.  Ramoflky,  who 
was  the  writer  upon  this  occafion,  candidly 
acknowledged  the  great  joy  of  the  academy^ 
and  their  obligations  to  Mr.  Short,  for  pro-' 
curing  them  thofe  inftrumentsj  and  confefled 
their  doubts  of  being  able  to  anfwer  the  views 
of  the  cmprcfs,  till  they  had  received  his 
ktter.      . 

*  AppcDdiz,  No*  VII« 

What 
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jppcafs  fomcwhat  furprifing  is/  ^hat 

rine  was  driving  to  build  h^r  fatoe 

:.J  bafis^  (he  made  it  a  matter  of  much 

to  obtain  from  all  the   powers;  of 

11:;   title  of  Imperial  majcfty,  which 

them  had  refufed  her.     The  king  of 

aad  long  fincc  given  it  to  Catharine; 

fwcdifh  diet  could  not  be  brought  to 

^1^  lill  the  commencement  of  this  year*. 

^^^  ]    Lewis  XV.  pertinacioufly  delayed  to 

^^^  I  her  by  that  (lyle.     Knowing  that  the 

^^K  jTis  of  Ruflia  only  began  to  afTume  the 

^^^^  of  emperor  in  the  time  of  Peter  the  great, 

^^K^    .onGdcred  them  in  fome  fort  as  a  new  no- 

^^^Luiy :  not  confidering  that  it  is  the  power  of 

^^^^aices,  and  not  the   antiquity   of  their  race, 

which  cheir  rights  are  built.     This  refufal 

the  king  of  France  mortified  Catharine ;  but 

iis  was  not  the  only  reafon   fhe   had   to  be 

.ritated  againft  him.     She  had  no  doubt  that 

Jus  mbnarcli  was  informed  of  all  the   fecrets 

of  the  confpiracy  that  had  placed  her  on  the 

thrones   and  (he  knew,  belides,  that  the  am- 

iMflador   of  France   at   the   Porte,   had  been 

i^lbouring   long  to   make    the   Turks   declare 

againft  Ruflia. 

'   ♦  The  6th  of  February. 

What 
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:?  'What  then  would  flic  have  thought  if  fhc  had 
nad  a  letter  concerning  this,  written  by  the  duke 
dc  Choifcul?— "  We  know,"  faid  he,  «  the  M- 
^^  judged  ammoOty  of  the  court  of  Ruffia  againfl; 
«**  France.  The  king  fo  heartily  de/pifes  at 
•*  ODcc  the  princefs  who  reigns  in  that  country, 
5*  and  her  fentiments  and  her  condu6t,  that  it  is 
^  Our  intention  not  to  take  a  fingle  ftcp  towards 
"inducing  her  to  change  them.  The  king 
^  thinks  that  the  hatred  of  Catharine  II.  is 
^  far  more  honourable  than  her  friendifhip.  At 
"  the  fame  time  he  is  defirous  of  avoiding  an 
"  open  rupture." 

But  the  ihuffliflg  tricks  of  a  foreign  comt 
wd  the  dangers  of  war  could  caufe  no  gneat 
difturbance  to  Catharine  ^  pertiaps  ttiey  were 
even  as  neccffary  to  her  as  the  carets  fte  b^ftowcd 
on  the  adi»>ioiftration  of  the  empire,  lor  eluding 
the  bitternefs  of  fuch  refic&ictes  as  might  oc-* 
cafionally  arife  in  her  mind.  She  often  imagined 
that  in  one  adverfe  moment  (he  might  be 
defpoiled  of  the  fruit  of  her  labours  and  in^^ 
genuity,  and  that  fome  of  her  fubje^ls  mighe 
be  ardently  wifhing  for  its  arrival.  The  name 
of  Peter  III.  was  become  dear  to  the  Ruffians. 
They  recollcftcd  with  plcafure  the  good  he  had 
done,  and  the  dcfire  he  had  of  doing  more: 
they  forgot  his  failings  and  infirmities^  expiated 

by 
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by  a  fcrics  of  misfortunes.  They  lamented 
the  deplorable  end  of  that  prince;  and  the 
multitude  of  malcontents  difperfed  throughout 
the  empire^  might  fecretly  contain  more  than 
one  avenger^ 

Scnfibly  touched  with  the  deplorable  death  of 
the  tzar,  and  ificenled  at  feeing  his  murderers 
Ibaring  his  power,  a  young  officer,  nan?ed 
TfchoglokoflF,  refolved  to  avenge  it,  and  even 
thought  himfelf  infpired  with  the  dcfign  by 
the  fuggeftions  of  heaven.  After  having  long 
jrefleded  on  the  means  of  executing  bis  fan- 
guinary  projed,  he  reforted  to  the  palace  for 
feveral  days  in  fucceflion,  always  lurking  in 
ibme  of  the  dark  pafiages  leading  to  the  inner 
apartments,  to  which  the  emprefs  redred  when 
Ac  wi(hed  to  be  alone.  The  prcfcrvation  of 
her  majefty  was  on  this  occafion  owing  to  an 
accidental  circumftance,  by  prevenring  her  from 
going,  according  to  cuftom,  along  the  paflagc 
where  TfchoglokofF  was  waiting  her  coming, 
Difconcerted  by  a'delay  which  he  had  not  fore*- 
fcen,  and  impatient  to  ftrike  the  blow  which  he 
th6ught  beneficial  to  his  country,  and  glorious 
to  himfelf,  this  young  man  had  the  imprudence 
to  truft  his  fecret  to  another  officer  whom  he 
thought  his  friend.  This  officer  ran  in  haftc  to 
hcmLj  lum«    OrlofF^  thus  in&rmed  of  the  mea- 

furcs 


64  UFE   OF    THE  [176s. 

furcs  that  were  taken  by  Tfchoglokoff,  and  the 
inftant  when  he  was  again  to  expcft  the  cmprcfe, 
caufed  him  to  be  arrefted  in  his  ambufcade. 
He  was  found  armed  with  a  long  poignard,  and 
confeflcd,  without  hcfitation,  the  ufe  for  which 
he  dcfigned  it.  Catharine,  always  fufficiently 
miftrefs  of  herfelf  for  concealing  her  indignation 
and  her  fears,  pretended  to  forgive  the  ralh 
attempt  of  the  youth,  whom  political  fanaticifm 
had  deluded  from  his  duty.  She  even  had  him 
brought  into  her  prcfcnce,  and  fpoke  to  him  with 
mildntfs.  This  generofity  was  only  apparent. 
Catharine  wifhed  to  conceal  from  the  public  a 
wicked  defign,  which,  if  it  had  been  known, 
might  foon  have  been  imitated.  But,  as  (he  did 
not  flatter  herfelf  with  the  hopes  of  entirely  con- 
verting a  man  who,  from  an  excefs  of  humanity, 
was  about  to  become  an  aflaflin,  (he  quickly 
caufed  Tfchoglokoff  to  be  put  into  prifon,  and 
afterwards  baniflied  to  the  heart  of  Siberia. 

Some  time  before  the  period  of  which  wc  are 
treating^  the  deputies  of  the  two  ruffian  trading 
companies,  one  eflablifhed  at  KamtQiatka,  and 
the  other  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Kovima, 
gave  the  court  of  Peterfburg  an  account  of  their 
difcoveries.  Thofe  of  Kovima^  fetting  out 
from  that  river,  doubled  the  cape  called  Tfchut-' 
flci-nofs,  in  74  deg.  north  lat«  and  falling  down 

to 
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lb  the  foTlth,  thfotigh  the  ftrait  which  fepirdtci 
Eui-ot>e  frohi  Aitierlca,  thi^y  difcovq-td  fome 
inhibited  idahds  in  th^  64th  degtee  of  idtitude, 
where  they  went  aftiore,  and  fettled  a  trade  witK 
the  inhabitants,  for  their  fineft  furs,  fome  of 
which  they  brought  to  the  cmprefs,  particularly 
a  parcel  of  the  moft  beautiful  black  foxes  (kins 
that  ever  were  feen.  They  named  thefc  iflands 
the  iflands  of  Alcyut;  fome  of  them  are  very 
hear  the  continent  of  America*.  Thofe  of 
Klamtriiatka  went  to  the  northward,  and  met 
their  companions  at  the  above  iflands  j  fo  thati 
for  the  convenience  of  trade,  they  fixed  a  fadbory 
at  the  ifle  of  Bcering.  When  this  report  was 
made,  the  court  came  to  a  refolution  of  puQiing 
thefedifcoveries;  and  lieutenant-colonel  Blenmer 
was  fertt,  with  fcveralablc  geographers,  with 
orders  to  fail  from  the  river  Anadyr  to  the  fame 
coafts,  arid  even  beyond  them. 

About  the  middle  of  the  year  1767,  the 
cmprefs  conceived  the  ufeful  projeft  of  fending, 
fcveral  learned  men  to  travel  into  the  interior 
of  her  vaft  territories,  to  enable  themfelves  to* 
determine  the  geographical  polition  of  the  prin- 
cipal  places,  to  mark  their  temperature,  and  to 

•  For  a  farther  profecution  ot  fome  of  thcfc  dxfcoverieV 
the  reader  is  referred  to  <^  Vari^ies  of  Literature/'  ^bL  iL* 
p.  I.  printed  for  Dehrett,  Piccadilly. 

vdt.  II.  F  examine 
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examine  into  the  nature  of  their  foil,  their  pro- 
duftions,  their  wealth,  as  well  as  the  manners  and 
chara<5ters  of  the  feveral  people  by  whom  they 
are  inhabited. 

A  country  of  fuch  a  prodigious  extent  as  the 
ruffian  empire,  muft  naturally  attraft  the  notice 
of  every  man  who  wifhes  to  increafe  his  know- 
ledge, whether  it  be  confidered  in  regard  to  the 
aftonifhing  number  of  tribes  and  nations  by 
which  it  is  inhabited,  the  great  diverfity  of 
climates  under  which  they  live,  or  the  almoft  in- 
finite quantity  of  natural  curiofities  with  which 
it  abounds.  But  the  greater  part  of  this  country 
is  ftill  immerfed  in  the  profoundeft  barbarifm, 
and  almoft  inacceffible  to  the  inveftigations  of 
the  ordinary  traveller.  Here  vagrant  hordes  of 
people,  who,  entirely  addifted  to  the  paftoral 
life,  roam  from  place  to  place,  (hunning  the 
focial  manners  of  towns  and  villages,  negligent  of 
agriculture,  and  leaving  uncultivated  and  almoft 
in  a  defert-ftate  vaft  trafbs  of  land  bleffed  with  the 
moft  favourable  foil  and  the  nioft  happy  tempe- 
rature of  feafons:  there,  peafants,  and  even 
in  many  places  inhabitants  of  towns,  flaves  to  a 
thoufand  prejudices,  languifhing  in  bondage  to 
the  moft  ftupid  fuperftitions;  brought  up,  be- 
fides,  in  the  fevereft  fervitude>  and,  being 
accuftomed  to  obey  by  no  other  means  than 
3  blows, 
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blows,  arc  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  harfheft  treat- 
ment: none  of  thofc  afFedionate  admonitions, 
thofe  pnidcnt  and  impelling  motives,  which 
ufually  urge  mankind  to  adtion,  make  any  im- 
preflion  on  their  degraded  minds ;  they  reluc- 
tantly labour  the  fields  of  a  hard  mafter,  and 
ftudioufly  conceal  from  his  knowledge  thofc 
riches  which  fome  accident,  fo  defirable  in  other 
countries,  fhould  have  led  them  to  difcover ;  as 
they  would  only  augment  the  number  df  their 
toils  and  the  heavinefs  of  their  yoke.  Hence 
that  carelefs'  contempt  for  the  trcafures  prefcntcd 
them  by  nature,  and  the  ncgleft  of  thofe  bounties 
Ihc  laviihcs  on  them.  Hence  thofe  immcnfe 
dcferts  almoft  totally  deftitute  of  cultivation, 
and  fo  many  towns  that  are  falling  to  decay. 

Peter  the  great,  of  too  penetrating  a  view  not 
to  pierceive  both  the  evil  and  its  caufcs,  took  all 
imaginable  pains,  and  adopted  the  wifeft  mea- 
fures  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  an  empire, 
fo  powerful  from  nutnberlefs  other  circum- 
ftances,  to  free  his  fubjefts  by  gentle  degrees 
from  the  fliackles  of  bajl^^rifm,  to  difFufe  on  all 
fides  the  benign  light  oY  arts  and  fciences,  to 
difcover  the  treafures  concealed  in  his  dominions, 
and  to  furnifh  agriculture  with  the  remedies 
and  afliftances  adapted  to  its  improvement.  His 
travels  into  fevcral  countries  of  Europe  for 
F  2  the 
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the  acquifuion  of  fuch  kinds  of  knowledge  a$ 
were  moft  applicable  to  the  ufe  of  his  dominions, 
are  fufficicndy  known;  as  well  as  that  in  17 17 
he  honoured  the  royal  academy  of  fciences  at 
Paris  with  his  prefence,  and  cxprcflfcd  his  defirc 
the  following  year  to  be  admitted  arpemb^r; 
that  he  kept  up  a  regular  correspondence  with 
that  illuftrious  body,  and  that  he  fent  to  it, 
as  the  firft  epay  of  his  ingenious  and  magnificenc 
enterprifes,  an  accurate  chart  of  the  Cafpi^n, 
which  he  caufcd  to  be  fcrupuloufly  taljLcn  on 
the  fpbt.  At  the  fame  time  he  fitted  out  and 
difpatchcd  feveral  men  of  letters  to  varipu^ 
parts  o(  his  empire;  one  of  them  to  ijiakc 
the  tour  of  Ruffia,  and  two  others  to  proceed,  to 
Kafan  and  Aftrakhan,  to  gain  information  qC 
every  tiding  of  confequence  tp  be  known  in 
thofe  countries.  In  the  year  17 19,  Daniel 
Amadeus  Mefljerfchmidt,  aphyficianof  Dantzic,, 
►  was  fcnt  into  Siberia,  for  the  purpofe  of  makiog 
inquiries  into  the  natural  hiftory  of  t/)at  inj- 
mcnfe  province,  from  which  expedition  hconly^ 
returned  at  the  beginning  of  1727.  This 
learned  man  did  honour  to  the  choice  that.  I^ad 
been  made  of  him,  by  an  indefatigable  aftiyity, 
and  by  the  proofs  he  gave  of  his  profpqnd; 
knowledge,  not  only  in  every  dcpartn^ent  of 
i^iitural  hidory,  but  likejevife    in  antiquities,  a3; 

*        well 
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well  as  in  aftronomy,  having  carefully  determined 
the  elevation  of  the  pole  in  all  the  places  where 
he  ftoppcd. 

As  the  northern  regions,  particularly  thofe  ol 
Siberia,  were  as  yet  but  little  known,  and  as 
it  was  very  uncertain  whether  the  extremity  of 
thcfc  latter  might  not  touch  upon  America, 
j^eter  I.  fent  from  Archangel  two  (hips,  with 
orders  to  proceed,  by  the  white  fea  and  the 
liorthcrn  ocean,  into  the  frozen  ocean,  where 
they  experienced  the  fame  difafters  as  had  be- 
f^len  the  other  veflels  that  had  gone  before 
them  in  this  attempt;  for  one  of  the  two  was 
Caught  by  the  fields  of  ice,  and  difabled  from 
proceeding  any  farther  5  and  as  no  tidings  were 
ever  heard  of  the  other,  it,  in  all  probability, 
picrilhed. 

Peter  I.  was  not  difcouraged  by  the  failure  of 
this  undertaking;  but  he  was  carried  off  by 
ddath  as  he  was  preparing  a  new  expedition;  he 
had  given  the  charge  of  it  to  two  danifh  captains, 
Beering  and  Spangberg,  and  a  Ruffian  named 
Tfchirikoff,  with  orders  to  go  to  Kamtfhatka, 
from  whence  they  were  to  fail  for  exploring  the 
northernmoft  coafts  of  Siberia.  The  forrowful 
event  of  the  emperor's  death  made  no  alteration 
in  thefc  difpbfitions;  and  the  plan  was  carried 
into  execution,  the  fame  winter,  by  the  emprefs 
F  3  Catba- 
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Catharine,  who  fcnt  a  fmall  company  of  literati, 
provided  with  a  paper  of  inftrudbions,  which 
Peter  had  framed  with  his  own  hand.  They 
returned  in  I730,  after  having  penetrated  very 
far  towards  the  north. 

The  emprefs  Anne  was  dcGrous  of  profccut- 
ing  thefe  important  refearches  ftill  farther,  and 
ordered  the  ereftion  of  a  new  company,  in  which 
Beering  was  to  be  employed  as  captain  of  the 
ihip.  Kamtfliatka  was  again  the  point  of  de« 
parture  for  making  the  principal  difcoveries, 
with  orders  to  negleft  nothing  that  might  flied 
any  light  on  the  knowledge  of  the  globe.  One 
part  of  this  fociety  was  to  navigate  the  northern 
fcas,  while  the  others  were  to  repair  by  land  to 
Kamtfliatka  over  Siberia.  Thefe  latter  were 
to  a6t  conformably  with  the  infl:ruftions  of 
the  imperial  academy  of  Pcterfl^urg,  and  to 
employ  thcmfclves  particularly  in  aftronomical 
obfcrvations,  geometrical  operations,  and  de- 
fcriptions  relative  to  the  political  and  natural 
hiftory  of  the  countries  through  which  they  were 
to  pafs. 

.In  1769,  M.  Tabbc  Chappe  d'Auteroche  was 
ftnt  into  Ruffia,  by  order  and  at  the  expcnce  of 
the  king  of  France,  for  obfcrving  at  TobolA^ 
the  tranfit  of  Venus  over  the  fun :  his  obfcrv- 
ations, publiftied  with  great  oftentation,  contain 

not 
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not  near  fo  much  as  was  expe6led  from  that  aca- 
demician ;  and  many  of  thofc  whjch  he  relates 
had  been  already  long  fince  known. 

The  emprcfs  Catharine  II.  determined  to 
profecute  thefe  ufeful  inveftigations,  and  accord- 
ingly gave  orders  to  the  academy  of  fciences  to 
make  choice  of  a  company  of  able  and  learned 
men  to  travel  over  different  diftridls  of  the 
empire  with  attention  and  obfervation.  The 
feledlion  of  the  learned  travellers,  the  helps  that 
were  granted  them,  the  excellent  inftruftions  and 
advice  that  were  given  them,  will  be  a  lading 
honour  to  that  academy.  The  very  names  of  a 
Pallas,  a  Gmelin,  and  a  Guldenftaedt,  already 
promifed  much.  M.  Lepechin  had  likcwifc 
acquired  a  reputation  by  different  papers  infcrtcd 
in  the  academical  colle6tions;  and  the  refult  of 
the  labours  of  thefe  enlightened  men  has  been 
feen  in  the  extenffvc  utility  which  they  have  fince 
produced.  Very  few  of  the  accounts  that  have 
been  given  by  travellers  contain  fo  great  a  va- 
riety of  new  and  important  matters.  The  jour- 
nals of  thefe  celebrated  fcholars  even  furnilh 
fuch  a  great  quantity  of  materials  entirely  new, 
for  the  hiftory  of  the  three  kingdoms  of  nature, 
for  the  theory  of  the  earth,  for  rural  oeconomy, 
in  fhort,  for  fo  many  different  objcfts  relative  to 
the  arts  and  fciences^  that  it  would  require,  ac- 
F  4  cording 
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corSis  o  die  jixfidoiis  rcxpark  of  M.  Bckmaah 
oiGasaaaga^  whole  jczn  aod  (he  kbour  of  fe- 
▼eral  Kccnrj  men  onljr  to  put  chcfi:  materials  in 
ankr»  aod  propcrij  to  dais  them. 

Tiie  (fifcovcrics  made  by  the  Rufiians  at  Tea 
ar  Tiiious  epockas»  and  particularly  during  the 
icign  of  Cadorine  IL  have  been  faithfiilly  laid 
hefitfc  die  public  by  Mr.  Coxe  in  his  well-known 
wk  profefledly  written  on  that  fubje  A.  Icisim? 
poEBblk  10  coniider  thefe  expenfiyc  and  import- 
aK  mtflioos  without  tcfl^fying  our  apknpwledg- 
Wttt  ^  die  benefits  that  have  accrued  tp  fcience 
feca  thefe  karoed  and  laborious  inveftigatipps* 

The  court  of  Catharine  became  now  the 
aiykna  of  the  fciencesj  to  which  (he  invited 
k^MToedi  men  from  cv^rj  part  of  Europe* 
Ainoog  the  reft  tfie  celcbraicd  profefibr  Eulcr 
from  Berlici,  on  whom  her  m<yefty  fettled  a  large 
wnual  ftipend,  made  him  a  preient  of  a  houfcj 
bcikieslheWmghim  many  odier  marks  of  her  im- 
perial (avour  and  proteftipn.  Well  knowing, 
lh4l  ic  i$  not  (o  much  by  the  power  of  arms  as  by 
(MtCtdeiM:t  in  the  fcienccs  aiKl  the  arts  that; 
i^^Kti<,>»u  obtain  a  confpicuous  place  irf  the  annals 
V<  <hc  worWi  Catharine  with  a  laudable  zeal 
C4H^^vu^tcd  artifts  and  iVholars  of  all  denomina- 
Hvviwi%  She  granted  new  privileges  to  the 
fi^^ku^y  sii  fcicoceii  aiid  c^prccd  its  ip^rubcrs 
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to  add  tlie  nwies  of  fev^ral  celebrated  foreigncrt> 
to  chofe  which  akeady  conferred  a  kiAre  on  thdr. 
fockty. 

Nos  was  (he  lefs  accexuive  to  the  academy  of 
iM'ts»  by  increafing  the  number  of  its  pupils,  and 
adding  fuch  regulations  as  tended  more  than 
ev<er  tOf  the  attainment  of  the  end  of  its  endow* 
9Mint.  Scholars  were  now  not  to  be  taken) 
ini  after  the  age  of  fix  years,  that  the  defe£b  of  at 
bad*  education  might  not  yet  have  had  time' 
to.  fpoil  their  temper  or  corrupt  their  manncrs^^ 
Delivered  for  three  years  to  the  care  of  women^ 
they  are  then  put  into  the  hands  of  tutors,,  and 
arc  devoted  to  the  art  to  which  they  fliew* 
the  moft  inclinationi  They  may  become  painters^ 
fculptors,  architcfts,  watchmakers,  engravers,  or 
learn  the  art  of  calling  in  metals,  and  of  making; 
mathematical  and  optical  inftruments.  Dtirtng: 
the  whole  of  the  time  they  are  in  the  aoademy 
they  are  not  permitted  to  receive  any  thing  from* 
their  parents.  They  are  clothed,  fed,  and 
lodged  at  the  public  cxpence.  At  the  end  of 
fifteen  years  they  leave  the  inftiturion ;  and,  if 
their  behaviour,  correfponds  with  the  pains  thac^ 
have  been  beftowed  on  their  edocation^  they  are- 
granted  patents  of  nobilityw 

Independendy  of  thefe  advantages^  fuch  of 
f\ic  pupUs.as  have,  carried  the  higheft  prizes^ 

receive 
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receive  the  before-mentioned  penfion  for  travel- 
ling three  years  over  Europe. 

It  is  frequently  obferved,  that  though  this 
inftitution  has  now  fubHUed  upwards  of  half 
a  century,  yet  it  has  produced  no  great  artift; 
and  that  it  has  ferved  no  other  purpofe  than 
to  furnifh  Voltaire  with  a  fubjedk  of  pompous 
declamation,  and  to  make  annually  a  paragraph 
in  the  newfpapers  of  Germany,  oftentatioufly 
defcribing  the  ceremony  of  diftributing  the  prizes 
in  the  prcfencc  of  the  emprefs  and  the  grand 
duke,  with  their  pathetic  fpeeches  on  the  oc- 
cafion;  and  that,  anfwering  that  purpofe,  nothing 
farther  was  intended.  Yet  even  admitting  the 
love  of  fame  to  be  the  only  motive  at  the  time, 
the  inftitution  may  hereafter  find  motives  of 
its  own,  arifing  from  intereft,  or  a  defire  of 
excelling,  as  a  civilized  public  fiiall  increafc, 
and  the  approbation  of  their  performances  no 
longer  be  confidered  as  a  matter  of  form  and 
confined  to  the  court. 

Still  farther  to  encourage  the  fine  arts  in 
her  dominions,  the  emprefs  affigned  an  annual 
fum  of  5000  rubles  for  the  tranflation  of  foreign 
literary  works  into  the  ruffian  language. 

At  this  time  the  fmall-pox  was  very  rife  in 
St.  Petcrfburg,  which  occafioned  the  emprefs 
and  the  grand  duke  her  fon  to  remain  at  Tzar- 

Iko-felo, 
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fko-felo^  inftcad  of  coming  to  town  as  ufuaL 
The  countcfs  SchcrcmctofF  was  carried  ofF  by 
that  diftcmpcr  a  few  days  before  ftie  was  to  have 
been  married  to  count  Panin^  for  which  event 
great  preparations  had  been  made.  It  was 
neither  poffible,  nor  was  it  material,  to  afcertain 
how  the  infeftion  penetrated  the  recefles  of  the 
court;  but  perfons  of  rank  and  fortune  were 
alarmed  that  neither  one  nor  the  other  afFordcd 
any  fecurjty  againft  the  ravages  of  this  dreadful 
difeafc.  The  danger  to  which  her  majcfty  and 
the  grand  duke  were  expofcd,  together  with  her 
majcfty's  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  her  fubjefts, 
gave  rife  to  a  propofal  foi  introducing  the 
praftice  of  inoculation. 

The  firft  pcrfonages  in  the  empire  determined 
to  fet  the  example,  by  fubnvitting  to  the  opera- 
don  ;  and  a  refolution  was  accordingly  taken  by 
the  emprefs,  to  invite  a  phyfician  from  England^ 
where  inoculation  had  been  mod  praAifed^ 
and  was  generally  allowed  to  have  recei^d 
fome  modern  and  very  confiderable  improve* 
mcnts  *. 

Accordingly  Dr.  Thomas  Dimfdale,  about 
the  beginning  of  July  1768,  received  a  letter  at 

*  See  tra6b  on  inoculation^  written  and  publi/hed  at 
St.  Pcterfburg  in  the  year  1768,  by  command  of  the 
rippref«  of  Ruifia,  by  the  hon.  baron  T.  Dimfdalci  1781.. 

Hcrtfor4 
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*  feqarnce  is  fimlly  fettled,  you  would  make 

*  youriclf  well  acquainted  with  his  confticution 
^  and  ftatc  of  health. 

^  Hb  imperial  highnefs  knows  you  are  ar- 

*  rivtd,  expeds  to  fee  you,  and  invites  you  to 

*  wait  OD  him  to-morrow.  I  can  venture  to 
^  affure  you,  that  he  will  be  ealy  of  accefs, 
^  and  wiilittg  to  be  acquainted  with  you.  Be 
^  with  him  as  much  as  poffible;  fee  him  at  his 
^  table,  and  at  his  amufements;  make  your 
^  obfirnrations,  and,  in  (hort,  (ludy  his  confti* 

*  tutioD*  Let  us  not  be  too  precipitate  i  but 
«  when  every  circumftance  has  been  duly 
^  attended  to>  report  your  opinion  freely,  and 
^  depend  on  this»  that  if  you  (hould  deem  the 
^  operation  hazardous^  and  advife  againft  it, 
^  me  ihall  think  ourfclves  equally  obliged  to 
**  yowi  nor  will  the  acknowledgments  on  ac- 
^^  count  of  this  expedition  be  inferior  to  what 
^  it  will  be  ufH^n  the  utmoft  fucceft/* 

lu  aiifwrr  to  thi^,  the  doAor  alTured  the  count 
tttet  h<  wouKt  in  every  refpeA  attend  to  his  inti- 
IMli^^ii^  W<t  that  he  might  depend  on  his  making 

'^Kiit^4H|>iei^  came  to  town  that  evening,  and 

lIlK^tMit  ^si  (K<^  two  Dimfdalcs  were  prefenced. 

I    jIliryT^dft-fti  ihf re  were  only  prtfent  with  her 

«aiiil  Ituink  Md  baron  CherkaflbfF, 

prefidcnt 
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prcfident  of  the  college  of  medicine,  who  hav- 
ing been  educated  at  the  univerfity  of  Cam- 
bridge, (poke  very  good  Englifh.  Catharine 
Viewed  great  perfpicacity  in  the  queflions  (he 
put  concerning  the  practice  and  fuccefs  of  in- 
oculation. On  his  retiring,  Dr.  Dimfdale  was 
invited  to  dine  with  her  majefty  the  fame  day ; 
and  as  the  account  of  the  manners  obferved  at 
the  eroprefs's  table  will  neither  be  foreign  to  our 
purpofe,  nor  unentertaining  to  the  reader,  we 
fliall  give  it  in  the  doftor's  own  words : 

"  The  emprefs  fat  fingly  at  the  upper  end  of 
a  long  table,  at  which  about  twelve  of  the  nobi- 
lity were  guefts.  The  entertainment  confided 
of  a  variety  of  excellent  difhes,  ferved  up  after 
the  french  manner,  and  was  concluded  by  a 
deffert  of  the  fineft  fruits  and  fweetmeats,  fuch 
as  I  little  expcfted  to  find  in  that  northern  cli- 
mate. Mod  of  thefe  luxuries  were,  however, 
the  produce  of  the  emprefs's  own  dominions. 
Pine-apples  indeed  are  chiefly  imported  from 
England,  though  thofe  of  the  growth  of  Ruflia, 
of  which  we  had  one  that  day,  are  of  good  fla- 
vour, but  generally  fmall.  Water-melons  and 
grapes  are  brought  from  Aft rakhan  5  great  plenty 
of  melons  from  Mo(co,  and  apples  and  pears 
from  the  Ukraine. 

"  But 
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*'  But  what  enlivened  the  whole  entertain- 
ment was  the  mod  unafFcfted  eafe  and  affability 
of  the  emprefs  hcrfelf.  Each  of  her  guefts  had 
a  (hare  of  her  attention  and  politenefs  ;  the  ton- 
verfation  was  kept  up  with  a  freedom  and  cheer- 
fulnefs  to  be  expefted  rather  from  perfons  of  the 
lame  rank,  than  from  fubjefts  admitted  to  the 
honour  of  their  fovereign's  company," 

On  the  following  day  another  converfatioft 
with  the  cmpfefs  enfued^  in  which  Dr.  Dimfdale 
requefted  the  afliftance  of  the  court  phyficians^ 
to  whom  be  defired  to  communieate  every  pro- 
pofed  regulation  and  medicine  ^  but  the  empreft 
would  by  no  means  confent  to  any  fuch  con- 
fukation,  and  gave  her  reafons  as  follows  : 

**  You  are  come  well  rcccwivmended  to  me  ; 
**  the  convcrfation  I  have  had  with  you  on  thJs 
"  fubjedk  has  been  very  fatisfadlory  ^  and  tttf 
**  confidence  in  you  is  increafed,  1  have  not 
"  the  leaft  doubt  of  your  abilities  and  knowledge? 
"  in  ^chis  pra<5ticc ;  it  is  impoffible  that  my 
**  phyficians  can  have  much  (kill  in  this  operas 
"  tionj  they  want  experience  3.  their  incerpofi'- 
**  tion  may  tend  to  embarrafs  you,  without  thtf 
**  leaft  probability  of  giving  any  ufeful  afliftance. 
"  My  life  is  my  own ;  and  t  fhall  with  the' 
«•  utmoft  chcerfulncfs  and  confidence  rely  on' 

"  your 
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*'  your  care  alone*  With  regard  to  my  confti^ 
"  tution  you  could  receive  no  information  from 
*^  them.  I  have  had^  I  thank  God,  {6  good'^ 
**"(hare  of  health,  that  their  advice  has  never 
"  been  required;  and  you  (halU  from  myfelft 
**  receive  every  information  that  can  be  necef« 
"  fary.  1  have  alfo  to  ac^quaint  you,  that  it  is 
"  my  determination  to  be  inoculated  before  the 
"  grand  duke,  and  as  foon  as  you  judge  it  convc- 
"  nicnt.  At  the  fame  time  I  dcfirc  that  this 
^'  may  remain  a  fecret  bufinefs;  and  I  enjoin 
**  you  to  let  it  be  fuppofed  that,  for  the  prefent^ 
*'  all  thoughts  of  my  own  inoculation  are  laid 
**  afide.  The  preparation  of  this  great  experi* 
*'  ment  on  the  grand  duke  will  countenance 
*'  your  vifits  to  the  palace  $  and  I  defire  to  fee 
*'  you  as  often  as  it  may  fcem  neceffary,  that 
*'  you  may  become"^  ftill  better  acquainted  with 
**  what  relates  to  my  conftitution^  and  alfo  for 
*'  adjufting  the  time  and  other  circumftanccs  of 
**  my  own  inocularion." 

He  promifed  obedience  to  her  majefty's  com- 
mands ;  and  only  propofed  that  fome  experi- 
ments might  firft  be  made  by  inoculating  fome 
of  her  own  fex  and  age,  and  as  near  as  could  be 
of  fimilar  habit.  The  emprefs  replied,  "  that 
"  if  the  praAice  had  been  novel,  or  the  leaft 
<^  doubt  of  the  general  fuccefs  had  remained, 
VOL.  IK  c  "  that 
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«^  thxt  precaution  might  be  neceffkry ;  buf,  as 
^  fte  was  well  faiisiicd  in  bocli  particulars^  there 
^  would    be  nd    occdfidn  for    delay  on   any 

^*  ItCCOTrtt." 

The  cmpref^  on  being  inoculated  privately, 
iipcm*  the  nexi;  nxHning  to  Tzarfko^feto  $  a 
palace  about  foor-and-twcnty  vcrfts  from  Pcterf- 
blirg4  Ac  firft  no  other  perfons  were  there  but 
the  neceffirry  attendants,  it  being  given  out  chat 
hdr  tnajcfty^s  joufnty  was  only  to  give  direftions 
about  fottie  alterations,  and  that  her  day  would 
ht  (bort.  But  ftveral  of  the  nobility  foon 
f^Uowedi  and  the  emprefs  ob(erving  aniong  them 
fbme  whom  (he  fufpef^cd  not  to  have  had 
the  ftnall-poM,  faid  to  Dr.  Dimfdale :  '<  i  mv& 
<<  rely  on  ycu  to  give  me,  notice  when  it  is 
'^  poffibk  for  mt  to  communicate  the  difcaic : 
^  for^  though  I  could  wilh  to  keep  my  inocula* 
^'  tion  a  fecret,  yet  far  be  it  from  me  to  conceal 
'^  it  a  momenti  when  it  may  become  hazardous 
**  to  others."  The  emprefs,  during  this  in* 
terval,  took  part  in  every  amuftment  with  her 
ufual  a^abilicy,  without  fhewing  the  lead;  token 
of  uneafinefs  qt  concern  -,  conftantly  dined  at  the 
fame  table  with  the  nobility,  and  enlivened 
the  whole  court  with  thofe  peculiar  graces  of 

^  On  the  lath  of  OAobcr. 

convcr&tbn. 
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converfation,  for  which  fhc   was  ever  diftm- 
guifhcd  ♦. 

The  grarrd  duke  fliortly  after  f  fubmitted  CO 
the  operarion  j  and,  on  hts  recovery,  Catharine 
rewarded  the  ferviccs  of  Dr.  Dimfdale  by  creating 
him  a  bardn  of  the  ruffian  empire,  and  appointing 
him  aftual  counfellor  of  ftate,  and  phyfictan  to 
her  imperial  majefty,  with  a  penfion  of  500I. 
a-year,  to  be  paid  him  in  England  3  bcfides 
io,oool.  fterling  which  he  immediately  received; 
and  alfo  prcfented  him  with  a  miniature  pifture 
of  herfelf,  and  another  of  the  grand  duke,  as 
a  memorial  of  his  fervices.     Her  majefty  was 

*  Shortlj  after  being  inoculated  Catharine  wrote  to 
Voltaire  : — ^*  I  have  not  kept  my  bed  a  (ingle  Inftant,  and  I 
«*  have  received  company  every  day.  I  am  about  to  have 
'^  my  only  fon  inoculated^  The  grand  mafter  of  artillery^ 
*'  oouiit  Orloff,  Ihat  hero  who  refemUea  the  antiest 
<<  Romans  in  the  beft  times  of  the  republic  (i),  both  tor- 
♦'  courage  and  in  gcncrofity,  doubting  whether  he  had  ever 
<'  had  the  fmafl-pox,  bai  put  himfelf  under  the  hands  of  onr 
*<  Eiigliflunan ;  aitd  the  next  day  after  the  openttion,  west 
'*  to  the  hunt,  in  a  very  deep  fall  of  fhow.  A  great  num- 
^*  ber  of  courtiers  have  followed  his  example,  and  many 
**  others  are  preperbg  to  da  fo.  Befides  this,  inoculation 
**  H  now  carried  ob  at  Pcteribm^  in  three  feminantoft  of 
**  education,  and  in  an  hofpital,  eilabliihed  under  the  iufpec* 
•f  tJonofM-Dimfdalc." 

f  On  the  ift  of  November. 

(i)  Romtnt  !-rthc  Ortoffs ! 

o  2  like« 
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Ekeviie  plealed  to  czpre6  her  tpprobadon  of 
tfat  cooduft  of  his  foa,  bf  conferring  on  him  the 
Saac  cidc»  and  ordering  him  to  be  prefented 
vici  A  fiipccb  gpld  fhuflf-box^  richly  fee  with 
(SamocK^ 

The  eiampks  of  dicfe  illiiftrioos  perfbnages 
had  fiKh  imcnedLice  influence,   due   moft  of 
die  nofaUiqr  bodi  ac  Sc  PeterflMirg  and  Mofeo 
vece  impadenc  o>  hive  dieir  fiuntlies  inoculated* 
This  bufioeis  being  happily  accomplilhed>  baron 
Dimfibk  was  preparing  to  return  to  England^ 
and  indeed  was  juft  fetting  out,  when  a  nobleman 
came  to  inform   him   that  the   emprels   was 
de&rous  of  feeing  hinoL     The  baron  was  much 
concerned  co  find  her  with  erery  fymptom  of  a 
pleuredc  fever,  and  therefore  at  her  deGre  agaia 
took  up  his  reGdtnce  in  the  palace.      The 
fymptoms  increafed  s  bui^  upon  being  bled,  her 
txiajcity  received  immediate  relief,  and  in  a  (hort 
lique  the  mc4l  alarming  fymptoms  abated;.    So 
IboA  a$  the  empreis  was  recovered,  which  was  in 
about  three  weeks,  the  baron  again  prepared  for 
hiii^  journey   to  England.      Having  taken  his 
iifiivt^  and  received  farther  proofs  of  the  munifi* 
4;l^Kt  of  her  imperial  majcfty,  the  baron  wits 
«iM<Mkd  to  Riga  by  an  officer  commiflioned  to 
i^  ^  fvery  neccflary  accommodauon  ibould 

be 
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be  provided,   in   the   fame  manner  as   at  hi» 
firft  arrival  in  the  country  *. 

On  the  3d  of  December  i768,a  thankfgiving 
fcrvicc  was  performed  in  the  chapel  of  the  palace, 
onaccountof  hermajcdy^srecovcryand  that  of  the 
grand  duke,  from  the  fmall- pox.  The  ceremony 
was  very  folemn  and  tnagnificem.  On  each  fide 
of  the  imperial  chapel,  which  is  a  lofty  and 
ipacious  room  in  the  winter  palace,  is  a  row 
of  gilt  ionic  columns.  The  walls  are  covered 
with  taudry  and  ill-executed  pidures  of  ruflian 
iaints.  On  the  roof,  over  die  cataperafma  and 
holy  doors,  is  a  reprefentation  of  the  fuprenie 
being,  in  the  figure  of  an  old  man  in  white 
raiment.  Within  a  railipg  extending  acrofs  the 
room,  and  contiguous  to  the  pillar  neareft  to 
the  holy  doors,  on  the  fouth  fnle  ftood  the 
emprefs  and  her  fon,  for,  by  the  greek  ritual, 
no  perfon  is  allowed  to  fit  in  church ;  accordingly 
there  are  no  feats,  not  even  for  the  fovcrcign, 
who  ftands  all  the  while  under  a  canopy,  when 
not  making  the  ufurj  proftrations.  In  the  fame 
area,  and  on  both  fides  of  the  fanduary,  were 

*  Before  baron  Dimfdak  took  h?f  departure  from  St.  Pc- 
fcribttrg,  the  emprefs  porchafed  the  houfe  that  had  been 
kuilt  by  baron  Wolff,  formerly  britiih  conful  in  that  city, 
Jbr  the  purpofe  of  eonterting  it  into  an  inoculation  hofpital^ 
vhid}  fb^  aecordtnily  did,  and  the  Mitutioo  is  ftill  fup« 
ported. 

o  3  choriftcrs 
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choriftcrs  gaudily  apparelled.  All  the  reft 
of  the  congregation  ftood  on  the  outQde  of  the 
baluftrade. 

The  ceremony  opened  with  folemn  vocal 
mufic>  no  other  being  admifllble  in  the  greek 
church  s  to  this  fucceeded  the  prayers  and  ejacu* 
lationSj  which  conftituted  the  firil  part  of  the 
ofEce.  Prefently  the  folding  doors  of  the  holieft 
were  opened  from  within^  and  difplayed  to  view 
the  penetralia  of  the  temple.  Dirediy  oppofite 
appeared  a  large  pi(flure  of  the  defcent  from  the 
crofs ;  on  each  fide, a  gilt  colonnade  of  the  ionic 
order:    in  the  middle   an  altar  covered   with 

,  golden  tiiTue ;  and  on  the  altar  a  crucifix^  a  three* 
armed  candleftick/  with  lighted  tapers^  emblem  of 
the  trinity^  and  chalices,  flagonSj  patens,  and 
other  holy  veflels.  A  number  of  venerable 
priefts  with  hoary  heads  and  flowing  beards^ 
mitres  ftudded  with  precious  ftones  of  every 
colour,  and  coftly  robes  of  filk  and  damafk, 
fiiood  in  folemn  attitudes,  among  the  columns  of 
this  gorgeous  fanftuary,, 

From  the  adytum,  or  inmoft  recefs,  with  (low 
and  folemn  fteps,  advanced  a  pricft,  bearing  in 
his  hand  ^  two-branched  caftdleftick  with  lighted 
tapers,  emblematic  of  the  bypoftatic  union  of  th^' 

*two  natures  of  die  fan  of  God.  He  wan 
foHowed  hr  Hkc  manner  by  another,  -rccitiiig 

prayeri 
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prayers  as  he  moved  along,  and  fwingis&g  a  cenfer 
finoking  widi  fragrant  odours,  A4vtodng 
towards  her  niajefty,  he  waved  the  ccnfcr  thrice 
before  her,  during  which  flie  feveral  times  grace- 
fully bowed,  and  as  often  made  tl^e  fign  of  the 
croft  Ufxm  her  bread.  A  third  prieft  llicceeded 
him  bearing  om  his  arms  the  volun^c  of  the 
gofpel ;  out  of  which  having  read  fome  paflTages 
adiipted  to  the  occafion,  he  pfcfenited  it  to  the 
cmprefs,  who  kiflfed  it  with  great  devotion. 

The  priefts  then  retired  :  the  (olding  doors  of 
the  fanftuary  were  glofed :  the  choriftei^  (ling  an 
anthem,  and  'were  anfwercd  by  muScal  voioca 
from  within.  The  intonations  were  deep  and 
fublime.  In  a  few  minutes  the  folding  doors 
again  flew  open  j  the  ceremonies  of  the  tapers 
and  incenfe  were  repeated,  Two  priefts  ad- 
vanced, bearing  the  facrcd  fymbols,  the  bread 
and  wine  of  the  holy  eucharift,  veiled  with  cloth 
of  gold.  Having  adminiftered  this  *,  they 
retired.  The  doors  were  clofed,  and  the  choral 
harmony  refumed. 

The  doors  were  opened,  and  the  fame  cere- 
monies a  third  time  repeated.  After  this  the 
metropolitan  afcended  the  pulpit  againft  a  column 
oppofite   to  the  emprefs,  and  delivered  a  dif- 

*  In  tlie  greek  church  the  bread  and  wine  are  mixed  up 
together^  and  adminiftered  with  a  fpoon. 

c  4  courfe  j 
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were  totally  overthrown  almoft  as  foon  as  they 
were  conceived;  and  that  unfortunate  country 
became  the  theatre  of  the  moft  cruel  and  com- 
plicated of  all  wars;  partly  civile  partly  religious^ 
and  partly  foreign.  Indeed  the  mcufures  rela- 
tive to  the  diet,  as  well  ^s  thofe  which  had  for 
fome  time  pa(t  direfted  all  the  jtranfa£tioos  in 
that  country,  fcemed  pregnant  with  fuch  feeds 
of  difcontent,  as  might  w,ell  be  expeft^d  to 
produce,  fooner  or  later,  foijic  very  extraordi- 
nary confequcnces.  We  have  feen  a  foreign 
army,  under  colour  of  friend(hip>  take  poflcf- 
fion  of  a  country  to  which  no  jufl:  claim  was 
even  pretended;  we  have  feen  them,  for  a 
gourfe  of  years,  prcremptorily  didatc  to  the 
members  of  a  once  great  and  free  nation  (he 
meafures  they  (hould  purfue,  and  the  laws  they 
Ibould  eftablifh  for  their  own  internal  govern- 
ment; and  we  have  feen  them  (eize  the  ienator^ 
of  that  nation,  and  fend  them  prifoners  to  4 
foreign  country,  for  daring  to  have  a^  opinion 
in  their  own  national  councils.  It  is  not  then  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  th^  Foks,  a  br^ve  and 
hajughty  nation,  long  nurfed  in  independex^ce, 
and  whofe  nobles  had  exercifed  in  their  refpec* 
tive  diftri£U  an  almoft  unlin^ted  fav^f^ntY, 
ihould  ill  brook  a  fubxiuilion  cp  ^wh  ^watur^ 
aft^  of  foreign  ppw^r. ' 

The 
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The  confcqucnccs  were  accordingly  fatal* 
The  rcfentmcnt  excited  by  patriocifm  from  a 
fcnfe  of  national  injury  and  diflionour,  being 
embittered  and  enSamed  by  the  fpirit  of  cruekjr 
and  anitnofity,  which  is  almoft  always  inCeparaUe 
from  religious  difputes,  that  unhappy  countrf 
exhibited,  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1768,  the 
fcenes  of  horror,  calamity,  and  defolation,  which 
are  the  common  concomitants  of  civil  war* 
Citizen  deftroying  citizen;  foreigners  drenching 
the  vaft  plains  of  a  great  country  in  the  beft 
blood  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  fields  covered 
with  the  unburied  bodies  of  thofe  who  ufcd  to 
till  them,  are  but  a  part  of  the  horrors  of  this 
dreadful  pifture.  Some  that  were  mod  impa- 
tient of  the  ruffian  yoke  at  feveral  times  attacked 
their  armies.  Encouraged  by  Auftria,  and  par-^ 
ticularly  by  France,  they  made  themfclves 
mafters  of  the  city,  of  Cracow,  of  a  part  of 
Podolia,  and  united  in  the  fortrefs  of  Bar,  the 
fiame  whereof  was  then  given  to  that  confedera- 
tion, which  became  fo  famous  by  its  enormities 
and  its  misfortunes.  The  emprefe  caufed  rein- 
forcements of  the  troops  to  enter  Poland,  giv- 
ing the  command  of  them  to  lieutenant-general 
SokikofF.  The  affrighted  confederates  made  a 
fecond  application  to  the  ^Turkst    The  couot 

dc 
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dc  Vergcnnes,  being  informed  of  this  ftep, 
renewed  his  remonftrances  to  the  divan,  to  dcr 
termine  it  to  fuccour  the  Poles,  and  to  oppofe 
the  ambitious  defigns  of  Catharine :  in  which  he 
fucceeded.  The  ambaflador  of  that  princefs 
was  (hut  up  in  the  priibn  of  (even  towers,  and 
the  reb  effendi  delivered  to  the  foreign  minifter$ 
a  manifefto*,  by  which  the  grand  (ignior  de* 
dared  war  againd  RuITia,  accufing  it  of  havings 
infringed  the  treaties,  and  violated  the  territory, 
of  the  ottoman  empire.  The  Turks,  at  the 
iame  time,  announced  that  they  were  about  to 
open  the  campaign  with  an  ^rmy  of  ^QOfiOQ 
men. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  court  of  Rufli^ 
was  at  all  defirous  of  entering  into  this  war,  if 
peace  could  have  been  poflTibly  prefcrved,  with.* 
oyt  giving  up  its  favourite  fyftem  in  Poland  i 
and  the  occafional  diforders  con^mitted  by  its 
troops  on  the  ottoman  frontiers  do  not  feeni 
to  have  proceeded  from  any  fixed  dcfign  of 
giving  umbrage  to  that  court  -,  at  leaft  till  mat- 
ters were  carried  to  fuch  lengths,  that  there  were 
no  longer  any  hopes  of  preferving  harmony. 
There  is  no  doubt,  however,   but  this  court 

*  This  manifefto  was  indofed  in  a  purfe.  Sec  ^e  ap* 
pendix  to  this  rolumc. 

foreiaw 
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forcfaw  that  war  would  be  the  probable  con- 
fequcnce  of  its  condufl  in  that  country;  an 
event,  which  the  repeated  remonftrances  of  the 
porte,  and  the  anxiety  it  (hewed  at  the  purfuit 
of  thofe  meafures,  fufficiently  indicated.  It  was 
accordingly  well  prepared  for  this  event  s  its 
armies  were  in  good  condition,  its  (lores  and 
magazines  well  provided,  and  the  difpo(ition  of 
its  troops  fuch,  that  they  might  be  readily  af« 
ftmblcd  in  bodies  upon  the  frontiers. 

The  emprefs  dreaded  now  neither  the  threats 
nor  the  undifciplined  multitudes  of  the  ottoman 
forces.  On  the  contrary,  (he  (hewed  great 
dignity  and  firmnefs.  Upon  the  occafion  of  the 
arreft  of  her  minifter*  at  Conftantinople,  (he 
loudly  juftified  his  conduct,  and  applauded  his 
fpirit  in  not  making  any  humiliating  conce(fion$f 
or  fubmitting  to  conditions  that  were  derogatory 
to  the  honour  and  glory  of  the  empire. 

The  conduft  of  the  grand  fignior,  in  regard 
to  the  tranfadions  in  Poland,  was  blamele(s 
and  irreproachable,  and  entirely  confident  with 
the  character  of  a  good  neighbour  and  faithful 
ally.  The  affairs  of  that  country  had,  for  fome 
years  pad,  grcady  attraftcd  the  attention  of  the 
porte  i  nor  could  it  indeed  have  been  an  indif- 

♦  The  12th  of  Oaobcr  1768. 

ferent 
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fcrent  fpcftator  of  the  mcaftircs  there  lately 
purfoed.  The  great  and  growing  power  of  the 
ruffian  eitipire ,  and  the  fupreme  afccndant  it  had 
acquired  in  all  the  tranfedlions  of  the  north,  were 
in  themfelves  fufficient  objcdls  of  jealoufy  to  fo 
near  a  neighbour.  But  the  almoft  abfolute 
dominion  which  it  had  lately  acquired,  and  the 
unlimited  authority  it  exercifed,  in  fo  confider- 
able  and  extenlive  a  country,  and  pofleflfed  of 
(uch  great  natural  power,  as  Poland,  was  art 
objefl:  of  fuch  moinent,  as  the  fultan  could  not 
poffibly  have  overlooked,  without  giving  up 
every  prctenfion  to  true  policy,  and  even  to 
common  prudence. 

In  faft,  while  its  kings  were  elefted,  its  laws 
paired,  and  its  ftates  governed  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a  ruffian  army,  Poland  could  be  con(i- 
dered  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  -province  to 
that  empire ;  and  the  fplendid  tides  of  kingdom 
and  republic  were  only  a  mockery  and  cruel 
infuk  on  its  degradation.  The  Poles  might 
have  ui^ged,  and  the  Turks  might  have  been 
convinced,  that  the  pretences  of  fulfilling  treaties, 
potefting  the  diffidents,  and  guarding  the  free- 
dom of  eieflion,  was  an  ufeful  fort  of  official 
language,  which  made  a  very  good  figure  on 
paper,  and  had  a  plaufible  efiTcfk  ia  manifeftos, 
15  to 
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to  the  vulgar,  or  to  thofc  who  wrrc  but  Ktile 
concerned.  But  thefe  glofTes  could  bear  no 
political  ted  of  examination ;  as  reafons  of  the 
fame  or  a  fimilar  nature  might  be  everlaftingly  ' 
found  for  the  keeping  of  an  army  in  any  coun-* 
try,  under  pretence  of  friend  (hip  or  proteftion^ 
and  at  the  fame  time  converting  it  to  all  the  pur- 
pofcs  of  a  conquered  province.  In  truth,  tfac 
lame  reafons  would  have  held,  for  fending  a  . 
niflTian  army  to  Conftantinople^-  to  proted  the 
divan,  to  prevent  riots  among  the  janifFaries,  and 
to  reftore  the  chriftians  in  that  empire  to  their 
ancient  rights  and  privileges. 

Catharine^  however,  had  loft  no  time  in  pre- 
paring for  her  defence;  and  her  preparations 
were  formidable.  Accordingly^  fbe  cau(ed  %, 
manifefto  to  be  delivered  to  all  the  minifters  of 
the  powers  neutral  or  allied,  and  publiQied  a 
declaration  of  war,  with  the  ufual  forms,  in  the 
public  places  of  Pcteriburg. 

1769^  The  ruflian  armies  began  to  march, 
and  foon  extended  from  tlic  banks  of  the  Da- 
nube to  thofe  pf  the  river  Kuban.  The  Tartars 
of  the  Krimea,  who  had  embraced  the  party  of 
the  Turks,  were  the  firft  againft  whom  the 
armies  of  Catharine  difplayed  their  prowefi* 
General  Izaakoflf  drove  1 2,000  of  them  out  oi 
New  Servia,  which  they  had  entered  under  the 

command 
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command  of  their  khan*.  Mafters  ofAzoflT 
and  Taganrog^  the  Rufllans  put  thefe  two  places 
into  a  condition  of  refifting  their  ancient  pof- 
feflbrs>  and  laboured  with  unremitted  induftrf^ 
in  augmenting  the  little  iquadronS^t  which  have 
fince  given  them  the  dominion  of  the  Euxine. 

The  kofaks  of  the  Ukraine  penetrated  into 
Moldavia*  Prince  Ga]litzin>  who  commande(^ 
the  principal  body  of  the  ruilian  army»  paflTed 
the  Dniefter,  and  attacked  30,000  Turks  even 
under  the  ramparts  of  Khotyim  -,  but  he  was 
rtpulfed;  and  the  conquerors  purfued  him  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  river. 

That  general  then  publifhed  a  manifefto, 
.  inviting  all  the  Poles,  who  were  not  of  the  con* 
federation  of  Bar,  to  take  arms  againft  that 
confederation.  Sokikoff*  had  already  iblemnly 
announced  to  his  army,  that  fuch  officers  or 
Ibldiers  as  (hould  take  a  confederate,  and  granc 
him  his  life,  (hould  be  (everely  punifhed. 

Such  is  the  faint  view  which  our  limits  allow 
us  to  take  of  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  that  un« 
happy  country.  A  nearer  infpeftion  would  rc- 
prefent  a  pifture  more  difgraceful  to  human 
natures  fullied  with  the  mod:  dreadful  exorbi- 
tances, and  ftained  with  the  moft  horrid  crueldes^ 

*  In  the  month  of  March  1769. 

Thcfc 


^7^9']  BMPRBfS   CATHARINE  II,  97 

Thcfe-  charges  are  reciprocally  made ;  and  it 
is  to  be  feared  with  too  much  truth  on  both 
fides*  One  inftance  however  dcferves  to  be 
particularly  marked,  in  hopes  it  may  ftand 
a  perpetual  record  of  the  infamy  of  the  per- 
petrator. 

Nine  polifh  gentlemen,  whofc  arms  had  been 
cut  off  at  the  wrifts,  prefcnted  in  the  capital 
city  of  their  native  country,  this  new  and 
Ihocking  fpeAacle:  a  fptdlacle  that  would 
difgracc  a  nation  of  favages,  and  that,  even 
amongft  them,  would  excite  every  latent  feed 
of  pity,  indignation,  and  horror,  into  a£tion. 
The  ruffian  general  Drevitch  was  the  deteftcd 
author  of  this  inhuman  and  execrable  aftj 
and  fome  accounts  make  him  the  immediate 
operator  in  it.  The  barbarian  had  afted  in 
the  double  capacity  of  their  judge  and  their 
exccurioner. 

Catharine  recalled  from  Warfaw  prince  Rep- 
nin,  whofe  arrogance  was  difgufting  to  all  the 
Poles,  without  even  excepting  the  warmed 
partiians  of  Ruffia.  That  ambaflador  was  fuC- 
cccded  by  prince  Volkonfky,  who  exerted  him- 
felf  in  vain  to  effeft  the  re-confederation  already 
propofed  in  the  manifcfto  of  prince  Gallitzin. 
The  emprefs  clearly  faw  how  dangerous  it  would 

vou  II.  H  be 
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be  for  her,  if  all  the  Poles  fhould  unite  agaiiid: 
the  Ruffians.  But  the  efforts  of  her  generath 
and  the  intrigues  of  her  minifters  were  now  of  lefs 
fervice  to  her  than  the  weakness  and  inattention 
of  the  court  of  Verfailles.  If  that  court  had  been 
fo  inclined,  the  confederation  of  Bar  would  have 
been  generalized,  the  porte  powerfully  defended, 
;.and  Poland  ftill  have  been  in  the  number  of  the 
powers  of  Europe*. 

Long  before  the  plan  for  the  partition  of 
.Poland  was  put  into  execution,  the  emprels  and 
the  king  of  Pruffia  equally  felt  the  neccffity  of 
conferring  on  that  grand  dclign.  But,  thinking 
that  an  interview  between  them  would  not  fail 
of  giving  umbrage  to  the  other  potentates^  and 
that  they  might  perhaps  find  means  for  difcover* 
ing  the  motives  of  it,  they  thought  it  mofl  ad^ 
vifable  to  decline  it  altogether.  Frederic,  then 
giving  his  inflruftions  to   prince  Henry,  his 

^  *  In  order  to  raifc  all  Poland  in  one  confederaqry  the  very 
eloquent  and  very  able  geberal  Mokronoiky  requefted  of  the 
duke  de  Choifeul  no  more  than  2yOOO|000  toumois,  as  a 
fubfidy,  the  acknowledgment  of  count  Vilheorfky  as  mi* 
nifter  of  the  confederation  of  Bar,  and  the  miflion  of  an 
agent  to  it,  commiilioned  to  fee  that  the  fubfidies  were  well 
applied.  The  duke  de  Choifeul  approved  of  the  plan;  but 
was  diifuaded  from  it  by  the  court  of  Vienna,  who  had 
doubtlefs  already  formed  fecret  views,  as  the  partition  of 
Poland  afterwards  made  it  Appear* 

brotberj 
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brother,  charged  him  with  a  comm!(non  to  go 
to  Ruffia*    The  better  to  conceal  the  objeft  of 
his  journey,  prince  Henry  gave   out,  that  he 
intended  only  to  make  a  vifit  to  his  fifter  the 
queen  of  Sweden.    While  he  was  at  Stockholm, 
he  mentioned  that  he  fhould  retuf n  to  Pruflla  by 
the  way  of  Denmark.    But  all  at  once  he  feemed 
to  change  his  refblution,  and  yield,  from  com« 
plai&nce   to  Catharine,  who>    hearing  that  he 
was  Co  near  her  dominions,  gave  him  preffing 
invitations  to  come  and  fee  her  at  Petcrlburg. 
Thus,  though  prince  Henry  had  quitted  Berlin 
in  no  other  defign  than  to  proceed  to  Ruffia,  he 
jfbund  means  to  make  it  believed,  that  he  was 
now  going  upon  an  unpremeditated  journey. 

Prince  Henry  embarked  at  Stockholm  in  a 
galley*,  that  conveyed*  him  as  far  as  Abo,  the 
capital  of  Finland.  From  thence  he  repaired  to 
Peteriburg.  A  chamberlain  of  the  emprefs  was 
difpatched  to  meet  him  on  the  fi-ontiers  of 
RuIIia.  General  Bibikoff*  received  him  at  the 
Jaft  ftation,  before  the  entrance  of  Peterfburg, 
and  conduced  him  to  the  palace  that  had  been 

•  *  The  prince  royal  of  Sweden,  who  reigned  afterwards 
Under  the  naitae  of  Ouftavas  III.  and  prince  Frederie 
his  brother,  pafled  the  flrft  day  in  the  galley  with  prince 
Henrj^  The  duke  of  Sudennania  was  at  that  tunt  in 
Franoi^ 

H  a  ^  prcj^red 
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^pr^artd  for  his  reception,  and  where  thie 
minifter  Panin  was  waiting  for  him.  The  prince 
entered  Petcriburg  under  a  difcharge  of  can- 
non, and  every  where  received  the  fame  honours 
that  are  paid  to  fovereigns. 

1770.     The  next  day  he  prefented  himlelf  at 

*court  with  a  numerous  fuite,  and  dined  in  public 

*^ith  the  cmprefs.     All  that  pafled  this  day  was 

conduced  with  the  moft  rigorous  attention  to 

Htreremony;    but   afterwards    all  etiquette    was 

banWhed  5  and  the  emprcfs  and  the  prince  might 

fee  and  dtfcourfe  with  each  other  without  the 

fmaileft  rcftraint. 

'  Every  cJayAvas  marked  with  fome  feftivity  or 

foirrenew  entertainment*.     It  would  be  fuper- 

fluous 

*  One  of  thefc  is  defcribed  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Richard- 
fon,  then  at  Peterfburg:  «  I  faw'him  [prince  Henry} 
a  few  nights  ago  at  a  mafquerade  in  the  palace>  (aid  to  be  the 
moft>nuignificent  thing'  of  the  kind  erer  feen  a(  tlie  ni£Saa 
9eurt«  fourteen  large  rooms  and  galleries  were  opened  for 
the  a9<^mmo<lation  of  the  maiks ;  and  I  was  informed  that 
there  were  pfefent  feveral  thotifand  people.  A  great  part  of 
the^  company^  wore  dominoa*  or  capuchin  dreflei ;  thpugh, 
befides  thefcy  fome  fanciful  appearances  afforded  a  good  deal 
Cif*Mnufement.-  A  very  tall  koiac  appeared  completely 
arrayed  in  the  **  haubeiVt  twilled  maiL''  He  was  indeed 
very*  grim  aud  martial.f  Perfon^  io  emblematical  dreffes, 
reprefentiag^iVi^c^  and  the  Se^nSj  addm^fled  the  empr^ 
in  fpeeches  fuited  to  their  chara^lers.  .The  emprels  herfel^ 
^  the  time  I  faw  her  majefiy ,  wore  a  grecian  habit;  though 
"**  ^  Iwaa 
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fluous  to  enter  into  the  particulars  of  any^  except 
•the  feftival  that  was   given   at   Tzar(ko<-felo^^ 

the 


I  was  afterwards  told,  that  (he  varied  her  dreffi  tWQ  or  thrre 
times  dnring  the  maiquerade*  Prince  Henry  of  Pniffia. 
wore  a  white  domino.  Several-  pcrfons  appeai:ed  tn  th^ 
drefliis  of  Chinefe,  Turks,  Perfians,  ^nd  Armeakma*  The. 
moft  humorous  and  fantaftical  figure  was  a  Frenchman,  who. 
with  wonderful  nimblenefs  and  dexterity,  reprefeiited  an 
overgrown,  but  very  beautiful  parrot.  He  chattered  witli| 
great  deal  of  fpirit;  and  his  (houlders^  covered  wit}i  ^cejx 
feathers,  performed  admirably  the  part  of  w^ngsu^.  Ij[c^ 
drew  the  attention  of  the  emprtfs t  a  ring  was  formed ;  -h^ 
was  quite  happy;  fluttered  his  plumage j  made^fine  fpeecheiK 
in  rufs,  french,  and  toleit^>le  engliih ;  the  ladies  wtre 
exceedingly  diverted;  every  body  laughed  but  prince  Henry) 
who  flood  befide  the  emprefs^  and  was  fo  gray<^  aad^ici 
folemn,  that  he  would  have  performed  his  part  moil  admirably 
in  the  (hape  of  a»  owL  The  parrot  obferved^j^-)  was 
determined  to  hav^  revenge;  and,  having  faid  astnanygpoil 
things  as  he  could  to  her  majefty,  he  was. hopping  -away:  bu( 
juft  as  he  was  going  out  of  the  circle,,  feenoing  to  recpjfe^ 
hiiti£df>  he  fU^ped,  looked  over  kis  fhoulder  at^tjbue  /prmsd 

{rinct,  and  qufte  in  the  parrot  tone  and- freifch^apce&t^ 
eaddreffed  him  moft  emphatically  with  Hew. 1  I^cn'^l 
Henri !  and  then,  diving  into  the  p:owd,.difappes&red. .  Jiis 
royal  highnefs  was  difooncerted;  h,c  was  forced  to  iinil^ 
in  hit  own  defence,  and  the  company  were  not  a  littlq^mmftdr 
««^At  midnight  a  fp^ious  ha^lpf  a  circular  foray  qtpablc  v£ 
^DOiitainiag  a  vaft  number  of  people,  and  ilhiminajted  io  thp 
jBoft  ttagnificent  manner,  was  (uddenly  openpd.  Xff4^€ 
Uibkn  were  plaped  id  akoves  aroun^  thp  fidci^  the.roon^ 
H  3  where 
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^  magnificence  of  which  i$  defenring  to  be 
itmembcred, 

Tzarlko- 


where  the  emprefs,  prince  Henry,  and  150  of  the  chief 
nobility  and  foreign  miniftcrty  fat  down  to  fupper.  The 
feft  of  the  company  went  up  by  flairs  on  the  outfide  of 
the  roono^  Into  the  lofty  galleries  all  round  the  in£de.  Such 
a  row  of  mafked  vifages*  many  of  them  with  grotefque 
ftaturet,  and  bufhy  beards,  nodding  from  the  fide  of  the 
waD>  appeared  Tcry  ludicrous  to  thofe  bebw.  The  enters 
tainment  wm  enlivened  by  a  concert  of  mufic;  and  a( 
dSEerent  interrals  peribns  in  Tarioui  habits  entered  the  hall, 
and  exhibited  kobc,  chinefe,  polifli,  fwediih,  and  tartar 
daacct»  Xbc  whole  was  fo  gorgeous,  and  at  the  fame  time 
fo  fimtaftic,  that  I  could  not  help  thinking  myfelf  prefent  at 
ibme  of  the  magnificent  feftitals  defcribed  in  the  old-6ftfhione4 
-  fonmceis 

lin  t  the  marflialM  feaft 
Served  up  ip  hall  with  fewers  and  leneihals. 
The  reft  of  the  company,  on  returning  to  the  rooms  adjoin^ 
Ingi  found  prepared  for  them  alfo  a  fumptuous  banquet. 
The  maf(^umde  began  at  fix  in  the  evening,  and  continued 
tsQ  five  next  morning.— Befides  the  mafquerade  and  other 
feftivit;tes,  in  honour  and  for  the  diverfion  of  prince  Henry, 
w^  had  latdy  a  moft  magnificent  iho^  of  fire-works.  T%ey 
were  exhibited  in  a  wide  fpace  before  the  vdnter  palacei  and 
in  truth,  ^  beggared  defcription.'*  They  difpUyed,  by 
a  vi^riety  of  emblematical  figures^  the  redu^'on  of  Moldavia^ 
Valladia,  BeflTarabia,  and  the  various  conquefts  and  vidoriea 
atchieved  fince  the  eoinmenpement  of  the  prefent  war.  The 
^variDiis  colours,  the  bright  green,  and  the  feowy  white,  ex« 
JkiWted  m  thde  %e-woiis,  were  truly  aftoniihing.    For  the 

^aoe 
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Tzarfko-fclo,  or  the  feat  of  the  tzars,  the 
fixed  fummer-refidence  of  Catharine  11.  lies  in 
an  open,  pleafant  country,  divcrfified  by  gentle 
elevations  and  fpots  of  foreft,  at  the  diftancc  of 
24  verfts  from  Peterfburg,  The  fpacp  of  the 
whole  grounds  belonging  to  the  palace  comprises 
4^0,000  fquare  fathoms.  This  princely  feat 
owes  its  origin  to  Catharine  L  and  its  extenfioti 
and  embelliihment  to  the  emprejs  Elizabeth; 
but  for  its  elegant  completion  and  the  greater 
part  of  its  prefcnt  magnificence,  it  is  indebted 
to  the  creative  reign  of  Catharine  11. 

The  columns  that  mark  the  verfts  on  the  road 
from  town  to  Tzarfko-fclo,  are,  like  thofc  on 
the  PcterhofF  road,  of  marble,  jafper,  and  gra- 
nite.    On  the  two  fides  of  the  way  are  iioo> 
globular  lamps,  which  on  public  occafions,  when 


fp9Ct  of  twenty  minutes,  a  tree  adorned  with  the  loveb'eft  and 
moft  verdant  foliage,  feeme<i  to  be  waving  as  with  a  gentle 
breeze.  It  was  entirely  of  firej  and  dunng  the  whole 
of  this  ftupendous  fcene,  an  arch  of  fire,  by  the  continued 
throwing  of  rockets  and  fire-balls  in  onediredlion,  formisd  as 
k  were  a  fuitable  canopy*  On  this  occafion  ^  prodigious 
midtitude  of  people  was  aflembled;  and  the  emprefs,  it 
w^  funnifed,  feemed  uneafy.  She  was  afraid,  it  was  appre- 
kended,  left  any  accident,  like  what  happened  at  Paris  at  the 
aaaviiage  of  the  daupbin,  ihould  befal  her  beloved  peoplel'* 
J^JO^^U»  of  the  ruiOian  empire,  p.  i^vj. 

H4  tfec 
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..i  on  the  left  is  a  chinefe  village^ 
v_h  the  road  lies  over  a  chinefe  bridge 
[iiik.     The  road  extends  to  the  neigh- 
.:;ig  town  of  Sophia,  through  a  coloffal  gate 
;..i  caft  iron.     The  palace  itfclf  forms  an  amphi- 
theatre, with  the  building  oppofite  to  the  prin- 
cipal front.      On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  garden 
are  two  rows  of  large  houfes  for  the  people 
belonging   to  the   palace,   and    for  the  enter- 
tainment of  travellers. 

The  outfide  of  the  palace  is  grand  from  its 
magnitude,  and  dazzling  by  its  gilded  orna- 
ments. It  confifts  of  three  (lories,  and  has  a 
wing  on  either  fide,  one  of  which  is  the  chapel, 
and  the  other  the  imperial  baths.  The  central 
part  was  inhabited  by  her  majefty.  Here  a 
ynarble  ftaircafe  leads  up  to  the  fecond  ftory,  in 
which  arc  the  ftate  apartments  to  the  fide  of  the 
pourt-yard,  and  the  proper  dwelling-rooms  look 
to  the  gardens.  The  generality  of  the  former  are 
fitted  up  and  furnifticd  in  the  richeft  and  coftlieft 
manner  in  materials  of  every  kind,  and  in  fuch 
elegant  magnificence,  that  travellers,  after  vifit- 
ing  other  countries,  unanimoufly  declare,  they 
know  nothing  of  the  kind  with  which  it  cart 
be  compared.  A  defcription  of  thefc,  with  the 
gardens,  will  certainly  not  be  cxpeded  here;  as 
\t  would  require  a  peculiar  work  of  fevend 

volumes 
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Tolumes  for  that  purpofc.  Only  this  cannot 
be  overlooked^  that  Cathariqe>  amidft  the  ere* 
ations  of  her  capacious  mind^  bad  here  devoted 
a  little  temple  of  fimple  architedture  to  foliury 
retirement  and  calm  reBedlion,  in  which^  fur^ 
rounded  by  books  and  the  beautiful  fcenery 
pf  nature,  fhe  fpmetimes  forgot  her  immenfe 
^here  of  adion,  to  indulge  in  the  quiet  enjoy *« 
ments  of  meditation. 

From  the  fomh  wing  of  the  palace  projefts  aa 
arcade,  fifty  fathoms  in  length,  over  which  is 
a  covered  colonnade  of  marble  columns. — The 
gardens  are  laid  out  in  the  englifh  manner,  and 
are  unpfualjy  fpacious.  Among  the  remarkable 
works  in  thefe  gardens  that  are  fufccptible  lof  de- 
icription  arc  principally  the  following  objefis; 
9  fmall  temple,  containing  the  choiceft  collection 
pf  antique  ^nd  modern  ftatues  i  a  folitude  for 
a  niral  repaft ;  together  with  a  hermitage ;  a 
fuperb  bath,  which  may  vie  with  any  thing  that 
ancient  Rome  could  produce  ;  pi<^urefque  ruins; 
a  little  town,  with  its  (Ireets  and  fquares,  &c  ia 
memory  of  the  taking  poflcffion  of  Tavrida^ 
with  many  others.  Two  artificial  lakes,  con-^ 
fieSed  by  a  rivulet,  acrofs  which  is  a  marble 
bridge,  copied  from  that  in  Stowe-gardcns.  On 
^n  ifland  in  one  of  thefe  lakes  is  a  turkifb 
piofqpe,  on  the  other  a  fpaciou^  hall  for  muficaj 

enter- 
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entertainments.  In  a  wood  appears  a  pyramid 
of  granite  in  the  asgyptian  fpraij  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  which  are  two  lofty  cdumns. 

Tzarfko-felG,  the  magnificent  ianduary  of 
nature  and  art,  pretends  alfo  to  be  the  grandeft 
temple  of  merit.  Formed  of  the  radical  moun* 
tains  of  our  earthy  monuments  of  great  at^hievc* 
ments  here  tower  aloft,  fearlefs  of  the  deftrufttvc 
revolutions  of  time.  A  marble  obeliflc  records  > 
the  vi£lory  near  K^ul,  af>d  jthe  conqueror  Ro* 
mantzoflfrSadunaifkoV.  To  the  day  of  Tfchefmi 
^nd  th^  hjcro  OrlofF-Tfchefmenfkoi  a  iparble; 
pillar  on  a  pedeftaj  of  granite  is  dedicated^ 
A  fuperb  triumphal  arch  proclaims  the  patriotiiQ 
courage  of  prince  QrloflT^  with  which  he  oppofed 
fcimfelf  to  the  infurredion  and  thf  peftileiiGe 
that  raged  in  the  capital,  and  overcame  them 
both.  A  roftral  column  perpetuates  the  cob-p 
queft  of  the  Morea  and  the  name  Feodor  Orloffl 
The  reft  of  the  gardens  are  filled  with  objefti 
that  keep  the  admiradon  of  the  beholder  on  its 
utmoft  ftretch. 

It  was  at  this  grand  feat  of  magnificence  aiid 
tafte,  that  Catharine  gave  the  famous  entertaini- 
tnent  to  prince  Henry  of  Pruflia.  At  the  coming 
on  of  the  nighty  the  emprefs^  the  grand  duk^ 
prince  Henry>  and  ieveral  perfons  of  the  courts 
po  the  number  of  i6,  (esMd  themfeives  in  an 

immenfe 
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immense  fledge  drawn  by  i6  horfcs,  covered 
Md  inclofed  by  double  glafles,  which  reflefted 
the  numbcriefs  imagea  of  the  objefb  both 
within  -and  without.  The  fledge^  followed  by 
Upwatrds  of  2000  others,  let  out  from  Petersburg: 
every  pcrfon  of  the  whde  company  being 
ffidked,  and  dreflfed  either  in  a  ^cy-habit  or  a 
dbmino. 

At  the  diftance  of  two  verfts  from  town,  th^ 
t^^  of  fledgei  paiHed  under ,  an  immenfe  tri- 
mhphal  arch,  illuminated  with  lamps  of  various 
edotirs,  and  adorned  with  tfahfparent  emblems; 
M  every  fucceediug  verft  was  fome  granc} 
IhruCture,  a  pyramid  of  lamps,  a  magnificent 
Uiibpk'g  MiuminKted  colonnades,  or  fireworks  in 
loll  ^^Uy  f  and  Oppofite  to  thefe  at  every  verft 
on  Che  other  fide  of  the  road  was  a  houfc  of 
public  raeercainment  ere£ted  for  the  purpofe, 
where^  ruftics  of  both  fexes>  fliepherds  and 
fliepherdefles,  were  dancing  and  amufing  thedi- 
felves  in  various  ways  as  at  a  country  wake  i 
every  pubjic-houfe  of  this  fort  rcprcfenting  fome 
different  nation,  HI  the  people  being  habited 
in  the  drefs  of  the  country  the  inhabitants  of 
^Hrhich  they  perfonatedi  thcmufic  and  the  dances 
JBkewife  in  ftriifb  conformity  with  thehabita* 
At  other  intervals,^  vaukidg,  tumbling,  inter*- 
ludes,  &c.  were  performing. 

14  At 
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At  about  two  vcrfts  from  thcpalaceof  Turfko^ 
felo  a  high  mountain  rofe  to  view^  feen  through 
an  avenue  cut  in  the  wood,  reprcfenting  mount 
.  Vefuvius  during  an  eruption,  darting  corrents  of 
flames,  and  illuminating  the  atmoTphere  to  a 
great  diftance.  This  artificial  eruption  con- 
tinued during  all  the  time  the  fledges  pafled 
in  fight  of  the  mountain,  till  they  entered  the 
lofty  portal  through  the  rock  into  the  chinefi: 
village,  and  through  *it  to  the  palace. 

The  infide  of  the  palace  of  Tzarflco-fclo  was 
lighted  by  an  infinite  number  of  wax-lights^ 
In  various  apartments  the  company  "Sanced  two 
hours.  All  at  once  a  grand  difcharge  of  cannon 
was  heard,  on  which  the  ball  ceafed,  the  candles 
were  extinguifhed,  and  all  the  people  ran  to 
the  windows,  where  they  enjoyed  the  fight  of 
magnificent  fireworks  the  whole  length  of  the 
palace.  This  having  laflcd  for  fome  time,  a 
thundering  difcharge  of  artillery  was  heard  again'; 
when  all  the  candles  were  alight  once  more  as  if 
by  enchantment,  and  a  fplcndid  fuppcr  was 
already  fcrvcd  up.  After  rifing  from  table, 
the  dances  continued  till  a  late  hour  in  the 
morning. 

Catharine,  during  the  whole  of  her  reign,  gave 
frequent  entertainments  to  the  public,  which 
though  inferior  to  this,  were  yet  conduced  with 

a  magni- 
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a  magnificence  not  to  be  exceeded  in  any  court 
of  Europe. 

Prince  Henry,  during  his  ftty  at  Peteffburg;, 
pafied  all  his  evenings  in  company  with  the 
cn:i(>reis,  in  the  favourite  fuite  of  apartments 
which  that  princefs  called  her  hermitage. 

We  ought  not  perhaps  any  longer  to  delay 
giving  Ibme  account  of  this  fumptuou$  edifice^ 
for  lb  it  ihould  be  ftyled  rather  than  a  fuitc 
of  apartments,  which,  under  the  modeft  appel« 
htion  of  an  hermitage,  contains  every  thing  that 
the  mod  exquiQte  luxury  could  con)bine.  It 
occupies  a  fpacious  building  contiguous  to  the 
Unperial  palace,  with  which  it  communicates  by 
a  covered  pafiage  over  an  arch.  This  ftrufture^ 
which  Catharine  devoted  to  focial  recreation  and 
the  pleafures  of  familiar  convcrfe,  is  perhaps  the 
only  one  of  its  kind  that  has  ever  been  built 
by  queens  and  empreffes  for  this  purpofe.  It 
had  every  property  that  could  render  it  delight- 
ful to  the  elcft  circle  of  her  intimates.  The 
treafures  of  art  and  induflry  with  which  it 
abounds  are  not  here  to  be  defcribed  $  but  a  fhort 
account  of  ibme  of  the  remarkable  particulars 
of  this  palace  it  would  be  unpardonable  to  omit. 
Here  is  the  private  library  of  the  emprcfs  j  the 
pifture-gallery,  in  which  the  famous  Houghton?* 
collcflion  ftiakes  but  a  fmall  Bgure  ^  Raphael's 

gallery^ 
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gallery,  built  precifely  to  the  dimenfions  of  that 
of  the  Vatican,  with  excellent  copies  of  all  the 
paintings,  corner-pieces,  and  other  ornaments  ot 
cxadly  the  fame  fize  and  in  the  fame  fituations ; 
*a  cabinet  of  medals,  and  another  of  coins ;  a 
colle6Hon  of  copper-plate  engravings;  a  col- 
ledion  of  natural  hidory,  particularly  mineralogy; 
a  coUedion  of  curious  pieces  of  art ;  a  coUeftion 
of  models  of  mechanical  inventions ;  a  cabinet 
of  antique  and  modern  gems ;  not  to  mention 
the  extraordinary  works  of  art  which  compofe 
the  furniture  of  thcfe  apartments  *.  Here  and 
there  are  placed  the  buds  of  great  men.  It  is 
in  one  of  thefe  rooms  that  the  elegant  bud  of 
Mr.  Charles  James  Fox  (lands  in  the  middle 
of  a  marble  chimney-piece  between  two  others. 
Some  chambers  are  deftined  to  muHcal  entertain- 
ments, another  to  billiards,  and  others  to  various 
games.  One  of  them  opens  into  a  pleafure* 
garden  upon  arches,  widi  furnaces  beneath  them 
in  winter  to  keep  up  a  gentle  heat;  fo  that 
in  the  mod  rigorous  feafons,  here  are  gathered 
the  peach  and  the  ananas,  the  Hyacinth  and  the 
rofe.  The  whole  of  this  garden  is  covered  with 
a  fine  brafs  wire,  that  the  beautiful  and  rare  birds 

•  A  great  part  of  the  paintings  in  the  hermitage  are 
from  the  famous  cabinet  of  Crozat,  which  the  emprefs 
caaitd  to  be  bought  at  Parit. 

/  from 
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from  all  countries  that  fly  among  the  trees  and 
biifhesj  or  hop  about  the  grafs-plots  and  gravel- 
walks,  and  which  the  emprefs  ufed  frequently  to 
feed  from  her  hand,  may  not  efeape.  Here, 
in  the  midft  of  winter,  Catharine,  witfi  thofe 
whom  (he  admitted  to  her  converfetion,  would 
walk  on  lawns  and  gravel,  beneath  the  branches 
of  verdant  trees,  and  amidft  fruits  and  flowers  of 
every  kind. 

Above  this  is  a  terrace,  where  is  a  fecond 
garden,  in  the  afiatic  tafte;  but  this  can  only 
be  enjoyed  during  the  fummer  leafon.  A  co- 
vered gallery  leads  from  this  enchanted  palace 
into  the  court-theatre,  at  the  performances  of 
which,  likewife,  only  a  feleft  company  ever 
appeared. 

The  other  apartments  of  the  hermitage  are 
two  large  halls  ornamented  with  great  ^egancf, 
and  a  dining-room,  in  which  dinner  is  ferved 
by  a  mechanical  apparatus,  rendering  the  at- 
tendance of  fervants  entirely  unneceflary,  by 
prefcnting  the  difhes  on  fmall  tables  which 
rife  through  trap-doors.  The  company  take 
their  feats ;  and  each  of  them,  on  wifhing 
to  change  his  plate,  has  only  to  ftrike  it  in 
the  centre,  and  it  falls  through  the  table,  and 
through  the  floor,  ftarting  up  again  and  fet- 
tling in  its  place,  having  upon  it  whatever  was 

written 
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written  on  the  fcrap  of  paper  that  dcrccndcd 
with  it.  At  a  certain  (ignal  all  the  plates  and 
dilhes  defcend,  and  others  with  the  fccond  courfe 
prefently  appear* 

Prince  Henry  exprcffcd  hfs  defire  to  fee 
Mofco.  The  fledges  were  immediately  pre- 
pared }  amd  he  was  tranfported  thither  with  ex- 
traordinary celerity.  Three  weeks  afterward^ 
he  was  already  back  in  St.  Pcterlburg. 

Among  the  various  preients  which  he  received 
of  the  cmprefs  was  obferved  the  ftar  of  the  order 
of  St.  Andrew,  full  of  very  large  brilliants,  toge- 
ther with  a  fingle  diamond  valued  at  40,000 
rubles.  The  portrait  of  Catharine  was  inclofed 
in  this  ring  ♦. 

HoWever,  neither  feftivities  nor  pleafures 
prevented  prince  Henry  from  accomplifliing  the 
fccret  objeft  of  his  journey.  In  the  private  con- 
verfa^ons  which  he  had  with  the  emprefs,  the 
difmemberment  of  Poland  was  rcfolved  onf, 

Catharine 

♦  The  en^refs,  moreover,  prefonted  him  with  a  coUeaion 
of  medals  in  gold,  and  a  'variety  of  rich  furs.  She  alfo  made 
great  prefents  to  all  the  perfons  of  his  fuite. 

f  A  letter  written  at  the  time  by  Mr.  profcffor  Richard- 
fon/of  Glafgow,  at  that  time  in  the  family  of  the  late  lord 
Cathcarty  ambaflador  at  St.  Peterfburg,  as  tutor  to  the 
pre&nt  lord,  difcoVers  fuch  acutenefc  of 'pcrfpicacity,  a«, 

VOL.  ir.  1  fiacc 
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Catharine  and  Frederic  were  equally  defirous  of 
undertaking    this    difmemberment  j    but    they 

could 


fince  the  event,  to  have  the  air  of  propheqry  that  it  is  im« 
poflible  to  reiiil  the  making  the  following  cxtrad  from  it* 
It  Hands  the  xlift  in  his  collefUon,  and  bears  date  Jan.  4, 
1771  : — "  This  city,  fince  the  beginning  of  winter,  has 
exhibited  a  continued  fi:ene  of  fedivity  and  amufements ; 
feafts,  balls,  concerts,  plays,  operas,  fireworks,  and  mafque* 
rades  in  conftant  fuccefiion  ;  and  all  in  honour  of,  and  to 
divert,  his  royal  highnefs  prince  Henry  of  Pruflia,  the 
famous  brothef  of  the  prefent  king.  Yet  his  royal  highnefs 
does  not  feem  much  diverted.  He  looks  at  them  as  an  old 
cat  looks  at  the  gambols  of  a  young  kitten  ;  or  as  one  who 
had  higher  fport  going  on  in  his  own  mind,  than  the  paf- 
time  of  fiddling  and  dancing.  He  came  here  about  the 
beginning  of  November,  on  pretence  of  a  friendly  vifit  to 
the  emprefs,  to  have  the  happinefs  of  waiting  on  fo  magna' 
nlmous  a  princefs ;  and  to  fee  with  his  own  eyes  the  progrefs 
of  thofe  immenfe  improvements  fo  highly  celebrated  by 
Voltaire,  and  thofe  french  writers  who  receive  gifts  from 
her  majefty.  As  the  queen  of  Sheba  had  heard  of  king 
Solomon's  •*  afts  and  wifdom,"  and  **  capie  to  fee  whether 
**  (he  had  heard  a  true  report  of  them  in  her  own  land ;"  fo 
alfo  this  royal  prince  hath  come  to  vifit  this  mighty  princefs* 
It  may  be  too  that,  like  the  queen  of  Sheba,  he  is  come  to 
prove  her  majefty  with  *<  hard  queftions;"  if  fo,  he  may 
depend  upon  getting  anfwers  to  all  his  queftions  ;  and  if  he 
has  any  defires  which  (he  can  grant,  (he  will  "  grant  him 
"  his  heart's  defire."  I  could,  with  the  greateft  eafe, 
make  out  an  exadl  parallel,  in  which  the  precious  ftones, 
the  camels,  and  a(res,  brought  by  the  (hebati  potentate  to 
Jerufalem,  would,  I  aflureyou,  make  no  contemptible  figure. 

But 
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could  not  do  it  without  a  third  ally.     If  Maria 
Thcrcfe   had    been  ftlll   folc   itiiftrcfs   of  the 

empire. 


But  do  you  fcrioufly  imagine,  that  this  creature  of  (kin  and 
bone  (hould  travel  through  Sweden,  whence  he  is  come  at 
prefent,  and  Finland  and  Poland,  all  for  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  the  metropolis  and  cmprefs  of  Ruffia  ?  Other  princes 
may  purfue  fuch  pafUme  ;  but  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of 
Brandenburg  fly  at  a  nobler  quarry.     Or  is  the  king  of 
Pruifia,  as  a  tame  fpedlator,  to  reap  no  advantage  from  the 
troubles  of  Poland  and  the  turkifh  war?     What   is  the 
meaning  of  his  late  conferences  with  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many ?  Depend  upon  it,  thefe  planetary  conjunctions  are 
the  forerunners  of  great  events.     Time,  and  perhaps  a  few 
months,    may  unfold  the  fecrct.      You  will  recoUedl  the 
figns,  when  you  (hall  hear  after  this  of  changes,  ufurp- 
ations,  and  revolutions.     Prince  Henry  of  Pruffia  is  one  of 
the  mod  celebrated  generals  of  the  prefent  age.     So  great 
arc  his  military  talents,  that  his  brother,  who  is  not  apt  to 
pay  compliments,  fays  of  him,  that  in  commanding  an  army 
he  was  never  known  to  commit  a  fault.     This,  however,  ia 
but  a  negative  kind  of  praife.     He  referves  to  himfelf  the 
glory  of  fuperior  genius,  which,  though  capable  of  bril- 
liant atchievements,  is  yet  liable  to  unwary  miflakes ;  and 
allaws  him  no  other  than  the  praife  of  corre6lnefs.     To 
judge  of  him  by  his  appearance,  I  (hould  form  no  high 
cftimate   of  his   abilities.     But   the   fcythian  amba(rador8 
judged  in  the  fame  manner  of  Alexander  the  great.     He  ia 
under  the  middle  fize,  very  thin,  he  walks  firmly  enough, 
or  rather  ftruts,  as  if  he  wanted  to  walk  firmly ;  and  has 
little  dignity  in  his  air  or  gedure.  He  is  dark-complexioned; 
and  he  wears  his  hair,  which  is  remarkably  thick,  clubbed, 
and  dreiTed  with  a  high  toupee.     His  forehead  is  high  ;  hia 
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cifipirc,  they  would  not,  perhaps,  have  fuccecd- 
cd  in  making  her  a  fliarcr  in  fo  unjuft  a  fpolia- 
tion*  Jofcph  11.  was  not  fo  difficult.  Turkey, 
France,  England,  might  alfo  have  maintained  the 
treaties  of  which  they  were  the  guarantees ;  but 
thefe  powers  were  fo  eafily  deceived,  or  fo  indif- 
ferent to  the  fate  of  other  nations,  that  Catharine 
faid  to  prince  Henry,  "  I  will  frighten.  Turkey; 
**  I  will  flatter  England  -,  do  you  take  upon  you 
**  to  buy  over  Auftria,  that  (he  may  amufc 
*^  Francr," 

Prince  Henry  knew  fo  well  the  difpofitions  of 
Jofeph  II.  and  of  his  minifter  Kaunitz,  that  he 


eyes  lai|fe»  with  a  littk  fquint ;  and  when  he  fmiles,  his 
upper  lip  is  drawn  up  a  little  in  the  middle.  His  look 
cxjjreffes  iagacity  and  obfervatioa ;  but  iiothmg  very  ami- 
able :  and  his  manner  is  grave  and  SdS^  rather  than  affable. 
He  was  dreffedt  when  I  firil  faw  him^  in  a  light  blue  frock^ 
with  fihrer  frogs;  and  wore  a  red  waiflcoat  and  blue 
breeches.  He  is  not  very  popular  among  the  Ruffians;  and 
accordingly  their  wks  are  difpoijed  to  amufe  themfelves  with 
his  appearance,  and  particularly  with  his  toupee.  They 
fay  he  trfembks  Saonpfon ;  that  aU  his  ilrength  lies  in  his 
Kair ;  and  diat,  cen&ious  of  this,  and  recoUe^ing  the  fate 
of  the  fon  of  Manoah,  he  fuffers  not  the  nigh  approaches 
of  any  deceitful  Dalilah.  They  fay  lie  is  like  the  comet, 
which,  abont  fifteen  months  ago,  appeared  fo  formidable  in 
the  rufiian  henufphere ;  and  which,  exhibiting  a  fmall  watery 
body,  but  a  moft  enormous  train,  difmayed  the  northern  and 
eaftem  potepjtalcs  **  wkh  fear  of  change.'' 

afted 
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afted  as  if  he  had  been  already  in  concert  Vfith 
them.  He  fettled  with  Catharine  the  conditions 
to  be  obferved  in  the  difmembermcnt  of  Poland, 
and  fixed  the  extent  of  territory  that  each  of  the 
powers  in  this  copartnerfhip  fhould  appropriate 
to  itfeif.  However,  the  treaty  between  them 
was  not  figned  till  two  years  afterwards  *. 

The  war  continued  to  rage  with  fury  on  the 
frontiers  of  Turkey ;  and  while  it  cheriflied  in 
the  mind  of  Catharine  the  ambition  of  conqueftj 
it  ierved  alfo  as  a  military  fchool  to  the  Ruffians. 
Prince  Gallitzin,  humiliated  at  his  defeat,  made 
a  frelh  attempt  againft  Khotyim.  It  was  not 
more  fuccefsful  than  the  former.  Sixty  thou- 
fand  Turks  marched  to  the  defence  of  that 
place;  they  defended  it  bravely,  and  purfued 
the  Ruffians  quite  into  Poland :  but  being  van- 
quiflied  in  their  turn,  they  retreated  to  Mol- 
davia. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  campaign  the  Turks 
fought  with  great  courage  and  obftinacy ;  but 
the  ignorance  of  their  generals,  and  the  difordcr 
that  reigned  in  their  armies,  often  coft  them 
a  defeat.  After  ten  months  of  war,  their  army, 
was  alnw)ft  entirely  deftroyed,  and  the  forerefs  of 
Khotyim,  which  it  had  at  firft  fo  valiantly  de- 

*  It  was  figned  at  Peterfburg  in  the  month  of  February 
1772. 

I J  fended. 
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fended,  was  abandoned  without  refiftance  to  200 
ruffian  grenadiers. 

The  cmprefs,  on  hearing  that  when  the 
Turks  were  purfuing  prince  Gallitzin,  they  had 
entered  on  the ,  polifh  territory,  pretended  that 
Poland  ought  not  to  fuffer  with  impunity  this 
infradion  of  the  treaty  of  Carlovitz.  Staniflaus 
Auguftus  and  the  fenate  of  Warfaw,  always 
fubmiffive  to  the  good  pleafure  of  Catharine, 
declared  war  againft  the  porte.  This  pro- 
cedure, however,  added  nothing  to  the  forces 
of  the  Ruffians,  ,  What  exertions  could  be 
made  by  a  country  without  an  army,  without 
money,  and  a  prey  to  all  the  horrors  of 
anarchy  ? 

But  Catharine  conceived  a  projeft  more 
worthy  of  her  f  enius.  While  her  armies  were 
haraffing  the  Ottomans  on  the  banks  of  the 
Pruth,  the  Danube,  and  the  Dnicfter,  and  her 
fleets  were  triumphing  on  the  Euxine,  (he  re- 
folved  to  attack  them  even  in  the  ifles  of  Greece. 
Her  minifters  were  againft  thi^  plan,  excepting 
count  Ivan  Chernichcff  and  Gregory  Orloff. 
Catharine,  however,  fet  about  the  proper  mea- 
furcs  for  executing  her  darling  fchcme.  The 
dock-yards  of  Archangel^  of  Cronftadt,  and 
Rcval,  now  fwarmed  with  workmen  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  i  and  the  keels  of  as  many 

Ihips 
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fhips  as  could  be  begun  at  one  time  were  imme- 
diately laid;  the  main  timbers  of  thcfe  (hips 
were  of  oak,  and  the  other  parts  of  fir.  She 
exerted  herfclf  to  keep  up  the  bed  underftand- 
ing  with  the  two  maritime  powers,  England 
and  Denmark.  For  the  improvement  of  her 
fea-officers,  (he  had  before  engaged  Englifhmen 
in  her  fervice,  the  number  of  whom  was  now 
doubled.  Others  (he  fent  to  Malta,  to  make 
themfelves  acquainted  with  the  art  of  managing 

the  gallies.  In  order  to  accuftom  the  lower 
cla(rcs  of  the  marine,  from  the  captain  to  the 
cabin-boy,  to  fcas  as  yet  unknown  to  them,  (he 
ordered  a  new-built  frigate,  the  Nadejeda  Blo- 
gopolutfliik  (the  Succefsful'Hope)  to  be  got 
ready  for  (ca,  and  invited  fome  merchants  of 
Peter(burg  to  make  ventures  in  it  for  a  direft 
commerce  with  the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean, 
The  emprefs  undertook  to  provide  the  crew, 
and  in  all  other  refpcds  to  be  an  equal  partner  in 
the  trade  with  the  reft.  This  being  frptled,  the 
command  was  given  to  captain  Plc(tfcheyef. 
This  was  the  firft  (hip  which  bore  the  ru(rian  flag 
in  the  Mediterranean  :  it  was  out  on  the  voyage 
two  years,  and  in  that  time  vifited  almoft  all  the 

'  ports  of  that  fea.   Able  and  experienced  officers, 

cfpecially  from  the  briti(hnavy,  readily  entered 

into  the  imperial  fervice  i   Elphinfton,  Greig, 

1 4  Tate, 
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Tate,  Dugdale^  and  many  others,  not  to  men- 
tion fir  Charles  Knowlcs,  who  aftcd  more  as 
fuperintendant  and  dire£tor  of  the  dock-yards 
than  in  a  ftriftly  naval  capacity  * :  even  the 
pilots  on  board  the  fleet,  befidcs  native  RuflianSy 
conflfted  of  Engliihnrien,  Danes,  and  Dutch, 
The  emprefs  concluded  a  particular  treaty  with 
Denmark,  by  which  that  kingdom  was  to  keep 
in  conftant  readinefs  800  (eamen  for  the  fer-> 
vice  of  Ruffia.  And  laftly,  (fie  requefted  of  the 
maritime  powers  a  friendly  reception  and  affift- 
ance  to  her  fhips  of  war.  England  and  Tuf- 
cany  complied  with  this  requeft;  Malta  con- 
fented  that  three  ruffian  men  of  war,  but  no 
tngrc  at  one  time,  fhould  enter  the  port  of  la 
Valettaj  France,  Spain,  Venice,  and  Naples, 
would  admit  only  merchant-fhips  from  that 
country  in  their  ports. 

Accordingly,  in  September  1769,  what  no 
one  would  have  believed,  two  fquadrons  of 
ruflian  men  of  war  failed  from  Archangel  and 
Reval,  which  were  foon  followed  by  others  from 
the  Baltic,  and  fleered  their  hitherto  unattempted 

*  To  the  zeal  and  abilities  of  admiral  fir  Charks 
Knowles,  Rufiia  is  indebted  for  the  prcfcnt  improved  ftatc 
of  the  art  of  fiiip-building  in  that  country.  The  admiral 
had  much  to  reform  in  the  admiralty  j  and  what  he  effeded 
was  really  furprifing. 

courfe 


I770-]  EMPRISS   CATHARINE  II.  121 

courfc  for  the  Mediterranean.  The  fleet  now 
confiding  of  20  fail  of  the  line,  6  frigates,  fev^eral 
tranfports,  a  number  of  bomb-ketches^  gallies 
and  veflcis  with  troops  for  land-fervicc,  left  the 
Baltic/  croflfed  the  north  fea,  pafled  the  ftraits  of 
Gibraltar,  and,  after  having  been  difperfcd  by  a 
tempeft,  collefted  again,  and  difpfeyed  m  the 
Archipelago  its  viftorious  flag.  This  fleet  was 
commanded  by  admiral  SpiridoflF:  but  that 
admiral  himfclf  was  under  the  orders  of  Alexcy 
Orloff,  whole  fhare  in  the  rcTolution  had  rarfcd 
him  all  ac  once  from  a  fimple  foldier  to  the 
rank  of  general,  and  whofe  audacity  fcrved  him 
inftead  of  experience  and  talents. 

All  Europe  was  a(Joniflied  to  fee  a  ,narion, 
which  till  the  prefent  century  was  hardly  known 
but  by  the  map,  now  entering  its  harbours 
and  braving  its  coafts.  What  a  change  of 
fortune !  Rufllans  landed  on  Paros,  Melos,  and 
other  tflands,  and  even  on  the  cominent  of  antient 
Greece.  Ruflians  conquered  Neftor's  Pylos*, 
and  the  famous  Sparta  fi  laid  fiege  to  Corinth, 
and  captured  Lemnos  and  My  telene;]:,    Fcuflians 

were 

*  At  prefent  Navarmo.  f  Now  Miftnu 

%  Captain  Ptoyart,  who  commanded  one  of  the  ftipi 
in  tkiB  expcditiony  and  k  now  an  admindiA  the  daaift  flcil» 
going  on  Ihore  at  Naxoi^  took  witk  bioi  c  HoiMr,  aa  <M 

4choot- 
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were  fighting  in  Syria  and  JEgypt,  where,  fronv 
1770  to  1773,  they  fupported  the  enterprifing 
A  li- bey  .—But  here  indeed  n^any  errors  were 
committed,  whereby  feveral  of  the  advantages 
that  had  been  gained  were  obliged  to  be  aban- 
doned. A  great  part  of  the  fault  lay  with 
the  unfteady  Greeks,  Mainots,  and  Montene- 
grins, who  at  firft  declared  themfelves  very 
warmly  againft  the  Turks,  but,  more  inclined 
to  robbery  and  depredation  than  regular 
fighting,  (hewed  neither  difcipline,  fidelity,  nor 
courage. 

A  long  tin^e  before  the  failing  of  this  fleet  for 
the  Archipelago^  the  cmprefs  had  been  pre^ 
paring  the  way  by  fctding  a  good  underftanding 
with  the  principal  ifles  of  Greece.  Her  cmif- 
farics  flattered  them  with  the  hopes  of  exciting 
a  general  revolt  in  tKofe  countries.  Marquis 
Maruzzi,  banker  at  Corfou,  and  attached  to 
the  greek  religion,  came  to  St.  Petefburg, 
where    he   was   decorated    with  the   order    of 


fchool-book  which  he  happened  to  have  on  board,  and  ftiewed 
ft  to  feme  of  the  natives,  who  begged  it  of  him  with 
the  moft  earneft  importunity.  The  captain  complied  with 
their  dcfires  ;  and  on  going  again'  on  fhore  the  next  day,  he 
faw  an  elderly  man  with  his  back  to  a  wall,  reading  the 
fpe^ches  of  the  firft  iHad  with  all  the  fury  of  declamation, 
tb'ad^udience  of  ^14  'or  15  perfgns. 

Sti 
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St.  Anne,  and  the  title  of  miniftcr  from  RuOTia  to 
Venice.  He  promifed  in  gratitude,  to  advance 
the  fums  that  were  ncccffary  for  the  expedition  of 
Alcxey  OrlofF,  and  he  aftually  furnifhed  a  ca* 
pital  of  35,000,000  of  livres  tournois*. 

On  the  event  of  the  war  againft  the  Turks 
depended  the  fate  of  Poland,  and  the  confidcration 
in  which  Ruflia  fhould  henceforth  be  held  in 
Europe.  Catharine  was  not  ignorant  of  it. 
Accordingly  (he  employed  every  effort  of  her 
power,  and  every  exertion  of  her  mind,  in  order 
to  cnfure  fuccefs. 

New  fquadrons  were  built,  numerous  recruits 
went  and  joined  her  camps.  Not  altogether 
fatisfied  with  prince  Gallitzin,  the  emprefs  re- 
called him,  and  gave  the  command  of  her  army 
to  count  KomantzofP,  who  was  fucceeded  in  the 

*  The  emprefs  procured,  befides,  fevcral  confiderable  loans 
at  Leghorn,  at  Genoa,  at  Lucca,  and  at  Amflerdam.  The 
merchants  of  Holland  had  at  firfl  (hewn  relu6bince  at  lend- 
ing their  money.  Piqued  wath  refentment  that  Mr.  William 
Gomm,  the  banker  of  the  court  of  Peterfburg,  had  thought 
fit  to  difpenfe  with  their  afliftance,  and  to  eftablifh  a  courfe  of 
exchange  diredl  between  Ruflia  and  England,  they  caufed 
bills  of  exchange  of  his  for  300,000  florins  to  be  protefled 
in  one  day,  and  occafioned  him  to  flop.  But  they  were 
offered  an  efpecial  mortgage  on  the  cuftom-houfes  of  Peterf. 
burg  and  Riga;  and  allured  by  this  bait,  they  lent  them  all 
ibat  they  dciircd. 

Ukraine 
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Ukraine  hj  general  Panin  ♦.  Prince  Dolgorouky 
had  a  third  army  under  his  command. 

Neither  were  the  Turks  backward  in  rein- 
forcing their  armies,  and  putting  at  their  head 
generals  whom  they  thought  the  moft  capable 
of  leading  them  on  to  battle.  The  grand  vizir 
took  upon  himfelf  the  general  command.  They 
received  alfo  powerful  fuccours  from  the  Krimea. 
The  fanMUs  Kerim-Gueray  was  lately  deadj  and 
his  nephew  had  fucceeded  him.  The  new  khan 
was  weak  and  of  a  pacific  difpofition.  The 
Turks  caufed  him  to  be  depofed;  and  in  his 
room  was  elefted  Kaplan  Gueray,  a  warlike 
prince,  who  prefently  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
a  combined  army  of  Turks  and  Tartars. 

.  The  Ruffians  opened  the  campaign  by  the 
fiege  of  Bender,  a  place  celebrated  for  the 
retreat  and  the  long  fojourn  of  Charles  XII. 
But,  haraflcd  by  the  Tartars,  they  were  obliged 
for  fome  time  torelinquilh  the  hope  of  capturing 
that  town.  More  fuccefsful  on  another  fkdc^ 
they  got  poffcffion  of  Yaffi  and  of  IbrafloifF.  . 

Thcfc  advantages  w.ere  of  but  fmall  import- 
ance. Two  fignal  battles  deckled  the  fiitc  o{ 
the  campaign,  and  fecured  the  glory  of  Romant- 
zofF.    The  firft  was  fought  on  the  borders  of 

*  Brother  of  the  miniftcn 

the 
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the  Pruth.  The  Turks,  to  the  number  of 
80,000  men,  were  commanded  by  the  khan  of 
the  Krtmea,  who  had  dexteroufly  intrenched 
himfelf  on  a  hill,  where  it  was  not  poflible  to 
attack  them.  RomantzofF  encamped  on  an 
oppofice  ftation,  and  for  the  fpace  of  a  month 
was  vainly  endeavouring  to  bring  them  to  a 
battle.  At  length  they  k>ft  all  patience.  A 
movement  of  RomantzofF  led  them  to  imagine 
that  he  was  on  the  point  of  retreating ;  and  ^ 
body  of  20jOpo  men  having  gone  down  to 
purfue  him,  they  were  repulfed  with  lofs  into 
their  vtry  camp,  which  they  reached  in  terror 
and  diforder. 

Animated  by  this  fuccefs,  they  loft  no  time 
in  mounting  the  hill  by  efcalade ;  ^nd  after  a 
vigorous  refiftance,  their  enemies  abandoned 
to,  them  riieir  intrcnchments  and  a  confiderablc 
part  of  their  baggage  and  artillery. 

After  this  they  retired  towards  the  Danube^ 
where  they  expefted  to  be  reinforced  by  detach- 
.ments  from  the  grand  ottoman  army.  Indeed 
the  grand  vizir,  who  commanded  it,  did  pals 
die  river,  and  came  to  the  afliftance  of  the 
vanquiflied. 

RomantzoflT,  who,  thinking  he  was  in  purfuit 
of  an  army  in  confufion,  had  advanced  towards 

the 
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the  mouth  of  the  river  Pruth*,  found  himfclf 
all  at  once  in  the  face  of  150,000  Turks.  His 
fituation  was  the  more  dangerous,  as  he  had 
been  forced  to  detach  a  corps  of  his  army  for 
the  protcftion  of  a  convoy  he  was  hourly  ex* 
pefting.  The  khan,  who  was  indulging  in 
the  hopes  of  revenge,  fpread  his  forces  to  the 
left  of  the  riiiTian  army,  and  furrounded  it  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  cut  off  all  poffibility  of 
retreat. 

Though  the  ruffian  troops  were  far  inferior  in 
numbers  to  thofe  of  the  Turks,  thefc  latter  took 
the  fame  precautions  as  if  they  had  had  to  con- 
tend with  an  enemy  who  amounted  to  an  equal 
number  with  themfclves.  During  the  night, 
they  furrounded  their  camp  with  a  triple  intrench- 
ment.  The  following  day  the  grand  vizir  gave 
the  fignal  of  ^battle;  and  the  Ruffians  were 
attacked  on  all  fides  at  once.  The  firing  was 
kept  up  for  five  hours,  without  any  decided 
advantage  to  either  party.  But  general  Ro- 
mantzoff,  judging  that  the  cannon  and  the  muf- 
quetry  would  coAiplete  the  deftrudlion  of  his 
army,  gave  orders  to  fall  upon  the  enemy  with 
bayonets  fixed.  The  Turks  gave  way,  and 
retreated  within  their  intrenchments,  where  they 

*  The  Pruth  flows  into  the  Danube. 

defended 
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defended  thcmfclves  a  long  time  with  great 
bravery  J  but  numbers  were  at  length  obliged 
to  yield  to  difcipline  and  (kill.  The  defeat  of 
the  Ottomans  was  complete*.  They  retreated 
carrying  off  the  vizir  in  their  flight,  and  leaving 
almoft  a  third  of  their  army  on  the  field  of 
battle.  The  greater  part  of  the  baggage,  and 
the  (lores  of  this  army,  143  pieces  of  braft 
cannon,  and  7000  waggons  loaded  with  provi- 
fions,  remained  in  pofleflTion  of  the  Ruffians, 
and  fupplied  them  with  the  means  of  obtaining 
new  viftories. 

Soon  after  this  RomantzofFpaflcd  the  Dniefter. 
Prince  Repnin  made  the  conqueft  of  Ifmai'lofF. 
Panin  laid  ficge  to  Bender  i  and  that  place,  well 
fortified  and  defended  by  a  numerous  garrifon, 
but  entertaining  no  longer  any  hope  of  being 
relieved,  furrendercdf  after  a  refiftance  of  nearly 
three  months;  the  capture  of  this  fortrefs 
brought  with  it  the  fubmiffion  of  the  Tartars 
of  Budziak  and  Otchakoff  to  the  ruffian 
fceptre. 

General  Igelftrohm  took  the  important  town 
and  fortrefs  of  Ackerman  J,  the  capital  of  Bcfla- 

*  In  the  montti  of  July. 

f  At  the  beginning  of  September. 

X  Towards  the  end  of  the  fame  month. 

6  rabia» 
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rabia,  by  aflault;  it  is  fituatcd  on  the  Euxine,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Dnieftcr*. 

The  news  of  fuch  great  and  repeated  fucccfies 
augmented  the  pride  and  the  fecurity  of  Catha* 
fine.  The  difafFeded,  who  furroundcd  her 
throne,  dared  no  longer  confpire  againft  a  prin- 
cefs  who  was  triumphing  at  fuch  a  diftance  over 
her  moft  formidable  enemies.  The  provinces  of 
Valakhia,  Moldavia,  and  Beflarabia,  fubmitting 
to  the  ruffian  arms,  fent  deputies  to  Peterfburg, 
to  do  homage  to  the  emprefs.  She  received 
'  them  with  magnificence,  and  loaded  them  with 
benefits. 

Thcfe  three  provinces,  along  ^witfa  Tranfyl- 
vania,  formed  much  the  greateft  and  moft  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  ancient  Dacia.  They 
lie  between  the  43d  and  48th  degrees  of  lati- 
tude, and  arc  defended  on  three  fides,  by  the 
Dniefter,  the  Euxine,  and  the  Danube;  the 
former  on  the  north  feparates  Moldavia  and 
Beflarabia  from  Poland  and  Little  Xarury,  the 
Black  Sea  is  the  boundary  on  the  eaft,  and  the 
Danube  (huts  in  Valakhia,  from  Bulgaria  and 
Servia  on  the  fouth;  Tranfylvania  and  the 
bannat  of  Tcmcfwar,  form  the .  wcftcrn  bound- 
ary. Thefe.  countries,  whether  we  confider  the 
happthefs  of  the  climate,  the  extraordinary  fer- 

*  Ackerman  fignifies  the  white  town. 

tility 
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tility  in  general  of  the  foi!,  or  the  excellency  of 
the  produift^  are  perhaps  equal  to  any,  and  arc 
certainly  fuperior  to  moft  in  Europe.  From 
the  furprifing  luxuriancy  of  their  paftures,  which 
are  fcarccly  to  be  paralleled  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  they  produced,  bcfides  admirable  horfes, 
almofl:  incredible  numbers  of  excellent  oxen  and 
ibeep,  with  which,  notwithftanding  the  repeated 
calamities  they  have  undergone,  they  have 
long  fupportcd  the  markets  of  Conftanti- 
nople*  Their  other  produfts  in  corn,  wine, 
oil,  honey,  and  wax,  befides  a  great  variety 
of  mines,  were,  in  a  ftate  of  culture,  equal 
to  thofe  we  have  already  mentioned.  The 
people  were  calculated  to  enjoy  tliefc  bleflings, 
being  able-bodied,  brave,  and  warlike.  Their 
power  was  fuch,  that  notwithftanding  their 
groaning  under  a  cruel  and  execrable  domeftic 
government,  the  prince  of  Valakhia,  a  few 
centuries  ago,  was  able  at  a  Ihort  notice,  to 
bring  from  that  province  only,  70,000  men  into 
die  field  againft  the  Turks. 

All  thcfc  advantages  were  infu^cient  to  pro- 
teft  them  againft  finifter  events.  The  primary 
caufe  of  their  ruin,  was  the  cruel  and  arbitrary 
condud  of  their  defpocs:  the  bad  neighbourhood 
of  the  Germans  and  Turks,  equally  infidioui 
and  oppreffive  in  their  defigns,  and  ever  watch* 

TOL.  II.  K  fill 
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ful  to  take  an  advantage  of  their  diffcnfions, 
precipitated  their  dcftrudionj  .the  wretched 
policy,  and  cruel  government  of  the  porte,  have 
completed  it.  Thus  have  thefc  fine  countries 
been  reduced  to  little  better  than  a  defcrtj  and 
fuch  are  the  unhappy  efFefts  of  a  cruel  and 
dcfpoiic  government,  to  render  vain  all  the 
bounties  of  nature,  and  to  make  the' fined  parts 
of  the  globe  equally  fterile  and  inhofpitabic 
with  its  barren  mountains. 

At  the  fame  time  fcveral  other  foreign  officers 
came  to  offer  their  fervices  to  Catharine,  and 
obtained  employment  in  her  armies  j  among 
whom  were  general  Lloyd*,  major  Thomas 
Carlton  f,  and  other  Englilhmen  of  tried  cou- 
rage and  conduft,  together  with  fome  naval 
officers  from  England  and  Denmark,  and  captain 
Kinfbergen  from  Holland.  Thefe  officers,  dif- 
tinguiflied  by  their  talents  and  experience,  were 
incorporated  into  the  ruffian  navy. 

A  little  after  her  acceffion  to  the  throne,  Ca- 
tharine had  drawn  from  the  converfations  of 
niarlhal  Munich  the  idea  of  getting  poflcffion  of 
Conftantinople,  and  of  driving  the  Turks  out  of 

■  *  Author  of  "  Reveries,**  a  work  on  "  the  poflibflity  of 
<*  invading  England,"'  hiftory  of  the  campaigns  of  the  war 
in  Germany,  &c 

f  Now  governor  of  New  Bmnfwick  in  America. 

Europe. 
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Europe.  The  old  foldier  had  even  ofFcred  to 
conduft  the  enterprifc.  But  too  many  obftacles 
were  at  that  time  in  the  way  of  the  execution  of 
fo  great  an  attempt.  The  propitious  moment 
feemed  now  at  laft  arrived.  However,  unable 
to  hope  to  keep  under  her  dominion  all  the 
grecian  iflcs,  the  emprefs  determined  at  lead  to 
ravifli  them  from  the  ottoman  power;  and  the 
moft  dcfpotic  of  fovcreigns  refolved  to  be  the 
patron  of  liberty  in  thefe  fine  countries,  and  to 
be  the  founder  of  a  republic  there*. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  fecret  agents 
had  difpofcd  the  Greeks  to  rife  up  in  arms. 
That  people,  anciently  fo  proud  and  now  fo 
debafed,  expefted  the  Ruffians  as  their  deli- 
verers; and  the  inftant  their  fquadron  had  got 
the  height  of  cape  Matapanf,  the  whole  Archipe- 
lago thought  itfelf  free.  The  Mainots,  defcend- 
ants  of  the  ancient  Lacedemonians,  were  the  firft 
that  took  arms.  Their  neighbours  foon  followed 
their  example ;  and  the  Turks  were  maflacred  in 
feveral  of  the  iflands.  But  the  latter  cruelly 
revenged  thcmfclves  for  the  infurreftion  of  the 
Greeks.     Some    thoufands  of  thefe   mifcrable 

*  Afterwards  flic  determined  Jofeph  II.  to  fecond  thit 
projedty  which  neverthelefs  was  not  put  in  execution. 

f  Formerly  the  promontory  of  T^enaroi. 
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people  were  excerminaccd  by  the  fabre  of  the 
jioiflaries. 

The  fquadron  of  admiral  SpiridofF  was  foon 
joined  by  that  of  Elphinfton^  a  native  of  England^ 
vice-adnural  in  the  fervice  of  Ruflia,  and  far 
more  capable  of  cbmnaanding  than  the  officer 
under  whofe  orders  he  ferved. 

To  this  double  fquadron  was  oppofed  that  of 
the  capudan*paflia*y  a  man  of  extraordinary  in- 
trepidity^  and  who,  on  feveral  occafions,  only 
wanted^  for  gaining  the  vtdory,  to  have  been 
better  ieconded.  « 

He  firft  forced  the  Ruffians  to  retire  from 
Lemnos.  Afterwards'  the  two  fleets  metf  in 
the  channel  that  feparates  the  ifle  of  Scio  from 
Natolia.  The  turkiffi  (hips  were  fuperior  in 
number^  and  were  in  a  manner  intrenched  be- 
hind fome  fmall  iQands  and  rocks  on  a  level 
with  the  furface  of  the  water^  The  Ruffians, 
however,  were  not  afraid,  to  attack  them.  The 
capudan*pa(ha,  whofe  flag  was  flying  on  board 
the  Sultan,  of  90  guns,  led  the  van,  and  oflTered 
battle  to  admiral  Spiridofl^.  The  fhips  came 
alongfide  of  each  other.  The  efibrts  of  courage 
were  terrible  on  both  fides.  Showers  of  balls 
and  grenades  interchangeably  crofled^  widi  ra- 

*  The  famous  Hafian*  f  The  5th  of  July* 

pidity* 


1770.]  EMPRESS    CATHAKIKE  11.  I33' 

pidicy^  on  the  decks  of  the  two  admirals.  The 
ihip  of  the  capudan-paQia  caught  Bre ;  that  of 
the  ruflian  commander  could  not  difengage  itfelf 
from  it.  They  blew  up  together ;  and  the  (ea 
was  covered  with  their '  fmoking  fragnnents. 
The  admirals  and  fome  other  officers  were  the 
only  pcrfons  that  efcapcd  the  difafter. 

While  the  Ihips  were  burning,  the  other 
veffels,  ftruck  with  terror,  abandoned  the  fight; 
but  foon  after  renewed  the  attack  with  redou- 
bled fury.  Night  coming  on,  they  were  obliged 
to  feparate.  The  Turks  had  now  the  impru- 
dence to  enter  the  narrow  and  (limy  bay  of 
Tfchefme,  where  fome  of  their  vcflcls  ran 
aground,  and  the  others  were  fo  prefled  for 
room,  that  they  found  it  impoffible  for  them  to 
aft.  The  Ruffians,  who  had  obferved  their 
oiiftake,  made  every  prepa^ration  for  turiiic^  it 
to  their  advantage. 

The  day  following*,  vice-admiral  EUphLnfton 
took  his  ftation  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  to 
prevent  the  Turks  from  coming  out.  The  next 
ftep  he  took  was  to  order  four  fire-lhips  to  be 
got  ready,  commanded  by  the  englifh  lieutenant 
Dugdale,  and  protected  by  the  veCela  of  anotlicr 
Engliffaman,  vice-admiral  Greigt  Toward*  mid* 

«  The  fth  of  July. 
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night  Grcig  began  the  attack,  with  four  fhips 
of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  Prcfently  after, 
Dugdale  came  up  witK  his  fire-(hipsj  and  brav- 
ing  the  vigorous  fire  of  the  enemy,  "knd  encou- 
raging by  his  example  the  Ruffians  who  fcconded 
him,  he  himfclf  fattened  the  grapplihgs  of  a 
firc-fhip  to  one  of  the  turkifh  veffcls;  and, 
with  his  hands,  his  face^  and  his  hair,  all  burnt, 
he  threw  himfelf  into  the  fea,  and  fwam  to  the 
ruffian  fquadron.  The  turkifh  fhips  were  fo 
clofc  together,  that  they  all  became  a  prey  to  the 
flames*.  The  fun  at  its  rifing  faw  no  more  qf 
their  flag. 

So  far  from  endeavouring  to  (lop  the  progrcf^ 
of  the  combuftion,  the  turkifh  crews  thought  of 

*  The  fire  took  place  fo  efFeAually,  th^t  in  five  hours, 
the  whole  fleet,  except  one  man  of  war  and  a  few  gaUies 
that  were  towed  off  by  the  Ruflians,  was  totally  deftroyed  ; 
after  which  they  entered  the  harbour,  and  bombarded  an<i 
cannonaded  the  town,  and  a  cafUe  that  prote^led  it,  with 
fuch  fuccefs,  that  a  lucky  (hot  having  blown-  up  the 
powder  magazine  in  the  latter,  both  were  reduced  to  a 
heap  of  rubbiHi.  Thus,  there  was  fcarcely  a  veflige  left  at 
nine  o'clock,  of  a  town,  a  cafUe,  and  a  fine  fleet,  which 
had  been  all  in  exigence,  at  one,  the  fame  morning. — It 
18  certain  that  this  famous  conflagration  was  the  work  of 
three  Engliflimen,  Elphinfton,  Greig,  and  Dugdale.  The 
exhprefs,  neverthelefs,  thought  fit  to  afcribe  the  idea  of  it 
to  Alexius  OrlofF.  She  wrote  fo  to  Voltaire ;  flie  repeated 
it  again  in  1788  to  the  ambaifador  of  France. 

nothing 
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nothing  but  their  own  fafcty.  Several  failors 
got  ofF  in  boats,  others  threw  themfelves  into 
the  fca  and  took  to  fwimming,  and  all  of  them 
who  gained  the  (hore  difperfcd  themfelves  about 
the  countries,  and  were  guilty  of  fuch  depre- 
dations and  excefles  towards  the  wretched  inha- 
bitants, that -even  the  Ruffians  themfelves  could 
not  perhaps  have  furpaffcd  them.  It  w^as  found 
neccffary  to  fend  a  party  of  troops  to  put  an  end 
to  their  ravages. 

After  the  entire  deftruflion  of  the  turkifli 
Iquadron,  the  Ruffians  went  to  anchor  at  Paros; 
whence  they  might  eafily  command  all  the  grecian 
fcas,  and  where  not  a  fingle  veflcl  was  fufFered  to 
appear  without  lowering  its  top-fails. 

The  Turks  were  the  more  uneafy  by  the 
vicinity  of  fuch  an  enemy,  ^s  a  rebellion  had 
broke  out  in  feveral  parts  of  their  empire. 
The  pafhas  of  Caramania,  alinbft  always  at 
variance  with,  the  porte,  took  advantage  of 
its  difafters  for  withdrawing  themfelves  entirely 
from  its  authority.  That  part  of  Syria  which  is 
below  Sidon  and  Tripoli  followed  their  ex- 
ample, and  the  old  (hcik  Daher  excited  all 
the  country  which  reaches  from  Acre  to  the 
plains  of  Efdraelon    and   to   the    frontiers    of 

^gypt. 
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But  of  all  thofe  who  fignalized  themfelves 
by  their  rebellion  againft  the  grand  figniori 
he  who  undoubtedly  (hewed  himfelf  the  moft 
formidablej  and  who  was  moft  in  capacity  to 
be  of  fervicc  to  Ruffia,  was  Ali-bcy.  Raifed 
from  the  rank  of  a  fimple  mammeluk  to  that  of 
bey,  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  courage,  and 
liad  experienced,  though  ftill  very  young,  the 
fiivours  and  the  reverfes  of  fortune.  The  rivals 
of  his  power  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  remove  him 
from  Cairo;  but  he  foon  returned  thither  again 
and  banifhed  them  in  his  turn.  He  knew  that 
the  porte  had  been  hoftile  to  him,  and,  animated 
with  an  implacable  refentment,  he  defired  nothing 
better  than  to  be  able  to  contribute  to  the  ruin 
of  the  ottoman  empire.  The  arrival  of  the 
ruffian  fc^uadrons  feemed  to  offer  him  a  favour* 
able  opportunity  for  fatisfying  his  vengeance. 

Perhaps  there  never  wa%  an  cnterprife  in  a 
diftant  country  more  fuccefsfuHy  carried  on  than 
that  of  the  Ruffians  on  the  coafts  of  Afia  Minor, 
But  perhaps  alfo  never  were  generals  more 
ignorant,  more  incapable  of  appreciating  the 
charader  of  foreign  nations,  more  jealous  of 
a  vain  oflentation,  and  more  addided  to  de-r 
bauchery  than  Alexey  QrlofF  and  his  principal 
pfficers.    Jf  they  had  had  the  (kill  to  pro6t  by 

their 
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their  Tidorics  and  the  fuperiorky  of  their  forces, 
Syria  ami  ^gypt  would  for  ever  have  been  loft 
to  the  ottoman  empire. 

AH-bey  ufed  every  effort  to  induce  them 
to  fupport  the  rebellion^  and  to  fend  him  troc^ 
to  affift  him  in  driving  the  Turks  out  of  iEgypt. 
But  inftead  of  feconding  his  exertions^  Alexius 
OrloiF  amufed  himfelf  with  iafifting  on  his 
acknowledging  the  emprefs  for  his  fovereign. 

A  young  Venetian  merchant^  named  Carlo 
Roiettiy  had  poflelTed  himfelf  of  the  confidence 
of  the  bey^  and  was  the  firfl:  whom  he  em* 
ployed  to  treat  with  the  Ruffians*  No  one  was 
more  difpofed^  nor  more  fit  to  bring  fuch  a 
negotiation  to  a  happy  iflbe.  Orloff'  had  not 
the  fenfe  to  take  advantage  of  fuch  an  op« 
portunity.  Negligent  of  the  advices  which  this 
artful  Italian  might  have  given  him>  and  difguft* 
ing  hin>  by  his  arrogance,  he  took  Greeks 
and  Jews  into  his  pay  who  cheated  and  deceived 
him.  He  was  miflruftful  of  AH-bey,  and  forced 
him,  by  his  artifices,  to  be  miftruftful  of  him. 

It  was  only  a  fhort  time  before  he  quitted 
the  Archipelago,  that  Alexius  Orlofi^  (exit  Pleft- 
fcheycf*  into  -ffigypt.  Plcflfcheycf  was  favour- 
ably 

*  Fleftfcheyef  obtaiaed  m  the  lequel  the  rank  of  tio*- 
admiraL    lie  dr^  up  ap  account  of  his  expedition  in 
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ably  received  by  the  bey.  He  flattered  him- 
felf  with  being  able  to  draw  from  his  miffion 
great  advantage  to  the  Ruffians :  but  it  was  too 
late.  Peace  intervened  to  interrupt  his  nego- 
tiations. 

A  courier  difpatchcd  dirc6lly  to  the  emprcfs, 
brought  her  the  news  of  the  burning  of  the 
turkilh  fleet:  fo  that  flic  was  the  firft  pcrfon 
in  Pcterfljurg  informed  of  the  event.  Count 
Ivan  Chcrnrfchcff,  whom  the  emprefs  had  long 
fince  recalled  from  London  and  put  at  the  head 
of  the  marine  department,  was  then  deeply  en- 
gaged in  a  quarrel  with  the  college  of  admiralty, 
and  that  quarrei  had  occafioned  fome  delay 
in  the  expedition  of  an  afi^air  of  little  confequence. 
Catharine  complained  of  this  delay,  and  thought 
no  more  of  it.  She  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  obftinacy  and  the  extreme  incapacity  of 
ChernifchcfF:  but  flie  continued  hini  in  his 
place,  becaufe  flie  had  laid  it  down  as  a  fettled 
principle,  to  change  as  (eldom  as  pofllble  her 
minifters  and  her  ambafladors.  When  flie  fent 
for  Ivan  Chernifchefi^to  communicate  to  him  the 


JEgYpt ;  but  in  it  he  mentions  not  a  word  of  the.  money 
that  he  gave  to  the  Copht  Rifk,  to  procure  for  him  the 
favour  of  Ah-bey.— See  the  whole  of  this  narrative  in  th« 
•«  Varieties  of  Literature,"  vol.  i.  p.  477. 

news 
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news  of  the  afFair  of  Tfchcfmfe,  the  minifter> 
imagining  that  fhe  meant  to  fpeak  again  to  him. 
of  his  quarrel^  began,  as  he  entered  the  apart* 
mcnt :— "  I  aflure  you,  madam,  that  it  was  not 
"  my  fault."—"  Oh !  I  know  that  very  well,"  re- 
turned the  emprefi,  "but  it  is  not  the  Icfs  certain/* 
— *^  Alas  !  yes,  madam,  and  I  am  very  ferry 
*'  for  it." — "  What !  you  are  forry  that  the 
*^  Turks  have  no  longer  any  fleet  ?"  faid  the 
cmprefs,  fmiling;  and  (he  then  communicated  to 
him  the  contents  of  the  difpatches  which  fhc 
had  juft  received,  "^ 

The  joy  was  extreme  at  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burg.  Magnificent  fcftivities  were  given  to 
celebrate  the  viftory  of  Tfchefmd,  and  ?he 
cmprefs  afterwards  caulcd  a  palace  to  be  built  •, 
and  the  foundations  of  a  town  to  be  laid,  for 
^onfecrating  to  poftcrity  the  remembrance  of  fo 
glorious  an  event. 

1771.  Count  Alexius  Orloflf  returned  in  all 
hade  to  Peterlburgf,  to  repofc  upon  his  laurels, 
to  enjoy  his  triumphs,  and  to  follicit  new  means 
for  extending  his  conquefts  in  the  Archipelago. 
On  his  appearance  the  feftivities  were  renewed. 


•  Sec  before,  p.  104. 

t  He  arrived  there  the  15th  of  March  IJTU 


and 
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and  he  was  decorated  by  his  foirercign  with  the 
grand  riband  of  Sc  Geoi^.       , 

He  laid  before  the  council  a  plan  by  which  he 
prc^fed  to  render  himielf  mafter  of  all  Greece, 
and  to  refcue  iEgypt  from  the  ottoman  empire. 
He  concluded  by  £iying  that  he  would  pafs 
die  dangerous  paflage  of  the  Dardanelles,  and 
diat  for  all  thefe  important  purpofes  he  re- 
quelled  no  more  than  io,ooo,doo  of  rubles.— 
^  I  grant  you  twenty,*'  immediately  replied  Ca- 
tharine ;  ^<  for  I  am  refolved  that  you  Ihall  want 
'«  for  nothing."  At  the  fame  rime  orders  were 
iflbed  for  the  equipment  of  a  new  fquadron, 
to  reinforce  that  which  was  already  in  the  Archi* 
pelago. 

During  the  date  of  extreme  lofs  and  misfor« 
tune  to  which  the  Turks  were  reduced  by 
the  war,  that  empire  feemed  convulfed  in  all  its 
parts;  order,  fubmiflion,  and  rcfpeft  to  govern- 
ment feemed  totally  at  an  end;  maflacre  and 
confufion  took  place;  and,  to  fill  up  the  meaflire 
of  calamity,  the  plague  now  made  the  moft 
cruel  ravages ;  above  a  thoufand  perfons  dying 
daily  in  Conftantinople  for  fcveral  weeks.  The 
deflruftion  of  their  fleet  was  better  known  in 
that  metropolis,  and  was  in  itfelf  more  imme« 
diatcly  alarming,  than  any  other  misfortune  that 

could 
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could  have  happened :  and,  ts  if  the  dangers 
from  without  were  not  fufficicntly  terriMe,  the 
run -away  failors  filled  it  with  Daughter  and  con- 
fufion,  and  aAually  fet  fire  to  the  city  and  fuburbs 
at  feveral  times.  At  length  thefe  mifcreants 
were  fo  ftrengthened,  by  the  accefiion  of  vaga- 
bonds and  villains  of  all  forts,  particularly  by 
the  crowds  of  deferters  from  the  Danube,  who 
had  nothing  to  fubfift  on  but  plunder,  that  they 
came  to  an  open  engagement  with  the  janiflaries 
in  the  fuburbs  of  Pera,  where  fome  thoufands 
of  them  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  reft  dif- 
pcrfcd. 

In  the  mean  time,  every  immediate  meafure 
was  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  the  DardanelleSt 
and  all  the  remaining  (hips  and  gallies  were 
fitted  out  with  the  greateft  expedition  to  afiift 
in  defending  the  paflage.     The  late  vizir,  Mol- 
davangi  Ali-pa(ha,  was  recalled  from  his  exiles 
and  fent  at  the  head  of  15,000  men  for  the  lame 
purpofe;   where  the  firfl  enemies  he  had  to 
encounter  were  the  rebellious  failors,  who  landed 
in  a  body  in  (pite  of  the  capudan-paiha,  and, 
making  zeal  for  their  religion  a  c|gak  for  their 
avarice    and  licentioufnefs,    intended   to  have 
plundered  and  burnt  the  city  of  Gallipoli^  and 
to  have  maflacred  the   Greeks.     They  were 
however  happily  difappointed  in  this  cruel  defign 

by 
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by  the  vigour  and  rcfolution  of  the  late  vizir, 
who  fcverely  chaftifcd  their  profligaqr ;  and, 
after  killing  a  great  number  of  them,  reduced 
•the  remainder  to  order.  Baron  Tot,  a  french 
nobleman  who  had  been  conful  in  Tartary,  and 
was  an  engineer  of  the  Hrft  abilities,  together 
with  feveral  others  of  his  countrymen,  were 
lalfo  procured,  to  cre6l  new  batteries  on  the 
(Ircights,  and  to  put  the  caftles  into  a  proper 
ftatc  of  defence.  By  thefe  means,  together  with 
the  uncertainty  of  the  winds  and  currents  ne- 
ceffary  to  facilitate  fuch  an  enterprife,  all  the 
attempts  of  the  Ruffians,  to  force  their  paflage, 
•had  hitherto  proved  fruidefs. 

Nor  was  the  revolution  in  -ffigypt,  nor  the 
interception  of  the  trade  from  the  leflcr  Afia 
and  Syria  by  the  Ruffians,  attended  with  the 
fetal  confcquences  to  the  metropolis  that  were 
cxpeftcd;  as  amidd  all  its  calamities  it  was 
conftantlyand  plentifully  fupplied  with  pro vifions; 
a  felicity  for  which  it  is  principally  indebted  to 
the  long  extent  of  fea-coaft  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Hellefpont  to  the  Euxine.  In  the  mean 
time  the  wiiHer  feafon  having  obliged  the  Ruffians 
to  quit  their  ftation  near  the  Dardanelles,  the 
trade  though  the  ftraights  was  of  courfc  again 
opened. 

While 
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While  the  porte  w^s  thus  fatally  experiencing 
all  the  vicifljtudes  and  havoc  of  war,  the  calamities 
of  peftilcnce,  and  the  precipitate  deftruftive  evils 
of  anarchy,  in  their  european  dominionsj  the  fanic 
ruinous  fyftem  of  policy,  and  weaknefs  and  re- 
laxation of  government,  extended  their  effefts 
into  other  parts  of  that  great  empire,  and  pro- 
duced a  new  and  extraordinary  revolution  in 
^gypt.  Ali-bey,  who  had  fo  long  made  a 
diftinguifhed  figure  among  the  fadlions  that  for 
fome  years  pad  had  torn  that  country  to  pieces, 
at  length  threw  off  the  maflc ;  and,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  prefent  ftafe  of  diftrefs  ^nd 
danger,  boldly  mounted  the  throne  of  the  antient 
fultans  of  that  kingdom. 

The  Ottomans  had  from  the  beginning  made 
but  a  lax  ufe  of  their  authority  in  the  government 
of  JEgypt.  The  diftance  and  climate  made 
it  diKicult  to  lupport  there  any  confiderable 
number  of  troops  j  while,  from  its  peculiar 
fituation,  and  the  number  of  barbarous  nations  on 
its  borders,  who  would  naturally  join  the  natives, 
or  at  leaft  afford  them  Ihelter  and  proteftion 
if  overcome,  nothing  Icfs  than  ai\  army  could 
enforce  a  very  drift  obedience.  Satisfied  with 
the  very  great  benefits  that  refulted  from  its 
being  a  granary  to  Conftantinople  and  other  parts 
of  their  dominions,  as  it  had  formerly  been 

to 
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to  ancient  Rome,  the  Turks  were  content  with 
a'  very  moderate  tribute,  not  above  one  third  of 
which  came  into  the  treafury.  A  garrifon  of 
janifTaries  was  kept  at  Cairo>  where  a  pafha 
with  the  title  of  governor,  but  with  little  more 
power  than  what  the  great  men  of  the  country 
chofe  to  allow  him,  conftantly  refided.  The 
princes  and  grandees  of  the  country  had  abfblute 
power  in  their  rcfpeftive  territories,  and  held  a 
general  aflcmbly  or  council  every  year  at  Cairo^ 
where  they  fettled  the  payment  of  the  revenues, 
and  debated  upon  fuch  other  national  matters  as 
demanded  confideration.  To  prevent  any  re* 
ftraint  from  the  governor,  or  their  being  over- 
awed by  the  janifTaries,  as  well  as  from  the 
continual  quarrels  among  themfelves,  they  all 
came  attended  by  their  armed  vaflfals.  Such 
aflemblies,  among  fo  barbarous  a  people,  na- 
turally dilpofed  to  fadion  and  treachery,  pre- 
fented  continual  fcenes  of  bloodihed  and  confufion ; 
while  the  governors,  by  occafionally  fupporting 
one  party  againft  the  other,  endeavoured  to  de- 
rive that  power  and  confequcnce  from  their 
diflfenfions  which  the  authority  of  office  was 
incapable  of  procuring. 

Ali-bey,  a  man  of  ftrong  natural  parts  and 

conliderable  abilities,  improved  upon  the  line  of 

policy  ftruck  out  by  the  govemons  and,  by 

15  '  dextroufly 
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dcxtroufly  (hifting  for  a  number  of  years,  from 
one  Gdc  to  the  other,  and  deftroying  by  degrees 
fuch  parties  as  were  obnoxious  to  him,  he  at 
length  formed  one  great  one  which  fwallowed  up 
all  the  others.  Not  content  with  the  kingdom 
of  JEgypty  he  laid  claim  to  Syria,  Paleftinc,  and 
the  part  of  Arabia  that  had  belonged  to  the 
antient  fultans.  The  ufurper  accordingly  marched 
at  the  head  of  an  army  to  fupport  thofe  pre- 
tenfions,  and  adually  fubdued  fome  of  the 
neighbouring  provinces  both  of  Arabia  and 
Syria. 

At  the  fame  time  that  he  was  engaged  in  thofe 
ambitious  purfuits,  he  was  not  lefs  attentive 
to  the  eftablifhing  of  a  regular  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  of  introducing  order  into  a  country 
that  has  been  fo  long  the  feat  of  anarchy  and 
confufion.  His  views  were  equally  extended  to 
commerce;  for  which  purpofe  he  gave  great 
encouragement  to  the  chriftian  traders,  and  took 
off  fome  fhameful  reftraints  and  indignities, 
to  which  they  were  fubjeft  in  that  barbarous 
country:  he  alfo  wrote  a  letter  to  the  republic  of 
Venice,  with  the  warmeft  affurances  of  his 
friendfhip,  and  that  their  merchants  (hould  meet 
with  every  degree  of  proteftion  and  fafety.  His 
great  deHgn  was  to  make  himfclf  maftcr  of  the 

vojL.  II.  L  Red 
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Red  Set;  to  Oftn  Ac  port  of  Suez  to  all  na« 
QODS»  but  piurtiaihriy  to  the  Europeans,  and  to 
nuke  ^Cgyp^  once  more  the  great  centre  of 
comincrct* 

Ptoud  of  the  favour  of  the  emprefs,  of 
Ticipries  of  which  he  took  the  honour  to  him* 
ielC  and  of  thofe  he  ftill  intended  to  gain,  count 
Afexey  Orloff  departed  from  St.  Peterfburg^  in 
order  to  return  to  the  Archipelago.  Having 
flopped  fome  time  at  Vienna,  he  there  difplayed 
an  extravagant  luxury,  and  gave  himfelf  up 
10  indifcretions  very  little  worthy  of  the  minifter 
of  a  princefs  fo  difcreet  as  Catharine.  One 
evening  being  at  fupper  with  the  ambaflador  of 
Rufiia  with  a  numerous  company,  he  (poke  of 
the  revolution  that  had  coft  the  throne  to 
Peter  III.  No  one  dared  to  put  the  Icaft 
queftion  concerning  the  death  of  the  unfortunate 
t^r.  Alexey  OrlofF  related  it  of  his  own 
accord;  and,  perceiving  that  all  who  heard  him 
ihuddered  with  horror,  he  thought  he  cleared 
himfelf  of  the  crime  which  he  had  committed, 
by  faying,  "  That  it  was  a  lamentable  thin^ 
•*  for  a  man  of  fo  much  humanity  as  he  poflcflcd, 
«•  to  be  forced  to  do  what  he  had  been  com- 
"  mandcd."  But  this  repentance  could  not  be 
thought  finccre.    The  charafter  of  Alexey  Orloff 

was 
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was 'too  well  known;  and  the  whole  of  his 
conduft  proved  that  his  confcience  was  not  apt 
cafily  to  take  the  alarm. 

On  leaving  Vienna,  Alexey  OrlofF  went  to 
rejoin  the  ruffian  fquadron  which  lay  expefting 
him  at  Leghorns  and,  though  in  a  fhattered  con- 
dition, continued  to  complete  the  ruin  of  riic 
marine  and  the  commerce  of  the  Turks. 

The  emprefs  had  commiffioned  Alexey  OrlofF 
to  caufc  to  be  painted  in  Italy  four  piftures,  re-^ 
prefenting  the  engagements  of  her  fquadron  and 
the  burning  of  the  turkifh  fleet.  OHoff  made " 
application  to  a  painter  named  Hackert. «  This 
artift  having  told  him  that  he  had  never  ken 
a  fhip  blowup,  the  Ruffian  made  no  hefitation  of 
aflTording  him  an  opportunity  of  contemplating 
fuch  an  objed,  and  hazarded  the  flringof  all  the 
veflcls  in  the  road  of  Leghorn  for  furnifliing  the 
painter  with  the  means  of  exhibiting  with  greatci* 
truth  the  difafter  of  the  capudan-paffia  and 
admiral  SpiridofF*. 

A<5ls  of  extravagance  are  not  always  crimes. 
But  there  is  no  crime  which  fuch  an  extravagant 
charader  is  not  capable  of  committing.  On 
his  departure  from  Peterfburg  he  had  received 

*  The  four  pictures  by  Hackert  are  at  prefent  hanging  m 
the  hall  of  audience  at  Peterhoff. 
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Catharine,  having  intelligence  of  this  traaf- 
aftion,  took  immediate  ftcps  to  fruftratc  the 
defigns  of  prince  Radzivil.  Taking  advantage 
of  the  circumftance  of  his  being  the  chief  of  the 
confederacy  of  the  malcontents,  (he  caufcd  all  his 
cftates  to  be  feized,  and  reduced  him  to  the 
neccflity  of  living  on  the  produce  of  the  diamonds 
and  the  other  valuable  cffefts  he  had  carried 
with  him  to  Italy.  Thefe  fupplies  were  foon 
cxhaufted.  Radzivil  fct  out  in  order  to  pick 
up  what  intelligence  he  could  concerning  affairs 
in  Poland,  leaving  the  young  TarrakanofF  at 
Rome,  under  the  care  of  a  fingle  gouver- 
nante,  and  in  circumftanccs  cxtrem'ely  confined. 
Scarcely  had  he  reached  his  own  country,  when 
an  ofFcr  was  made  to  reftorc  him  his  poffeffions, 
on  condition  that- he  would  take  his  young  ward 
to  Ruflia.  He  refufed  to  fubmit  to  fo  difgrace- 
ful  a  propofalj  but  he  had  the  weaknefs  to 
promife  that  he  would  give  himfclf  no  farther 
concern  about  the  daughter  of  Elizabeth.  This 
was  the  price  of  his  pardon. 

Alcxcy  Orloff,  charged  with  the  execution  of 
the  will  of  the  emprefs,  feized  the  firft  moment 
on  his  arrival  at  Leghorn,  of  laying  a  fnarc  for 
the  princcfs  Tarrakanoff.     One*  of  thofe__ in- 
triguers 

*  It  was  a  NeapoHtan,  named  Ribas.     He  afterwards 

Ciimc  to  Ruflia,  where  be  married  madcraoifelle  Anaftafia, 

1 3  reputed 
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princcfs  would  accept  of  the  fcrviccs  of  that 
general,  and  rccompcnfe  him  by  the  grant  of 
her  hand,  it  would  not  be  long  ere  (he  faw 
the  breaking  out  of  that  revolution  which  he  had 
prepared. 

Propofals  fo  brilliant  ought  naturally  to  have 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  princefs  Tarrakanoff,  and 
fhewn  her  the  treachery  of  him  that  made  them. 
But  her  inexperience  and  her  candour  permitted 
her  not  to  fuipeft  any  guile.  Befides,  the  lan- 
guage of  the  emiffary  of  Alexius  Orloff  feemed 
analogous  with  the  notions  (he  had  imbibed 
from  prince  Radzivil.  She  imagined  herfelf 
deftined  to  the  throne;  and  all  the  airy  dreams 
that  any  way  related  to  that  opinion  could  not 
but  encourage  the  deceit.  She  accordingly 
gave  herfelf  up  to  thefc  flattering,  hopes,  and 
with  a  grateful  heart  concurred  in  the  de(igns 
of  him  who  addre(rcd  her  only  to  her  dc» 
ftruftion. 

Some  time  after  this  Alexius  OrlofF  came  to 
Rome.  His  ttniffkry  had  already  announced 
him.  He  was  received  as  a  benefadlor.  How- 
ever, fomc  perfons  to  whom  the  princefs  and  her 
gouvernante  communicated  the  good  fortune 
that  was  promifed  them,  advifed  them  to  be  on 
their  guard  againd  the  dedgns  of  a  man  whofe 
Is  4  charadler 
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charaAer  for  wickcdnefs  had  been  long  efta- 
blifhed^  and  who  doubclefs  had  too  much 
reafon  to  remain  faithful  to  the  emprefs  to  think 
of  confpiring  againft  her.  Far  from  profiting 
by  this  good  counfcl,  the  princefs  was  fo  impru- 
dently frank  as  to  fpeak  of  it  to  Alexius  OrloiF, 
who  with  great  eafe  delivered  his  juftification, 
and  thenceforth  threw  a  dceperfhade  of  diflimu- 
latton  and  addrefs  into  his  fpeeches  and  behaviour. 
Not  iatisfied  with  fanning  the  ambition  of  the 
young  Ruffian,  he  put  on  the  lemblance  of  a 
jpaffion  for  her,  and  fucceedcd  fo  far  as  to 
infpirc  her  with  a  true  one.  So  foon  as  he  was 
affijred  of  it,  he  conjured  her  to  enter  into  a 
union  with  him  by  the  mod  facred  tics.  She 
unhappily  confented;  and  it  was  even  with  joy 
that  the  poor  unfortunate  lady  promifcd  to  fo- 
lemnize  a  marriage  which  muft  confummate  her 
ruin.  She  thought  that  the  title  of  fpoufe  of 
count  Alexius  OrloflF  would  (belter  her  invincibly 
from  thofe  treacheries  which  (he  was  taught 
to  apprehend.  She  enteruined  not  the  leafl: 
fgipicion  that  a  man  could  make  religion  and  the 
mod  facred  titles  fub(crvient  to  the  dcftruftion 
of  an  innocent  viftim.  But,  alas,  was  any  reli- 
gion, was  any  title  facred  to  the  barbarian  into 
whofe   fnarcs   (he   had  fallen?  He  who  could 

(Irangle 
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Itrangle  the  unfortunate  Peter  HI.  could  he 
dread  to  diflionour  the  daughter  of  Elizabeth*? 

Feigning  a  dcfire  that  the  marriage  ceremony 
fhould  be  performed  according  to  the  ritual  of 
the  greek  churchy  he  fuborned  fubaltern  villains 
to  difguife  themfelves  as  priefts  and  lawyers. 
Thus  profanation  was  combined  with  impofture 
againft  the  unprotected  and  too  confident  Tar-* 
rakanoff. 

When  Alexius  OrlofF  was  become  the  hufband 
or  rather  the  raviflier  of  this  unhappy  prince(s» 
he  reprefented  to  her  that  their  (lay  at  Rome 
expofed  her  to  too  clofe  obfervation^  and  that  it 
would  be  advifable  for  her  to  go  to  fome  other 
city  of  Italy^  to  wait  for  the  breaking  out  of  the 
confpiracy  that  was  to  call  her  to  the  throne. 
Believing  this  advice  to  be  dictated  by  love 
and  prudence,  (he  anfwered  that  (be  would 
follow  him  wherever  he  chofe  to  conduft  her. 
He  brought  her  immediately  to  Pifa,  where  he 
had  previoufly  hired  a  magnificent  palace.  There 
he  continued  to  treat  her  with  marks  of  tender- 
nefs  and  refpeCb.  But  he  permitted  none  to 
come  near  her  except  perfons  who  were  entirely 

*  The  &te  of  the  young  Tarrakano£F  may  be  compared 

to  that  of  the  daughter  of  Sejanus :  ** a  cartiifioe 

^  laqueum  juxtat  compreflam '*  Tacit.  Ann.  liU  t» 

at 
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i£  hfi  devodoa;  and  when  Ihe  went  to  the  play 
or  CO  the  public  promenades^  he  accompanied 
Iscr  ihnTs  kimfelf. 

The  diTifion  of  the  ruffian  (quadron  under 
^  command  of  admiral  Greig,  had  juft  entered 
chc  port  of  Leghorn.  Qn  relating  this  news  to 
the  prtnctfi,  Alexius  OrloflT  told  her  that  his 
pcdkxt  was  neceflary  at;  Leghorn  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  giving  fome  orders,  and  offered  to  take 
her  with  him.  To  this  fhe  the  more  readily 
confented,  as  Ihe  had  heard  much  talk  of  the 
beauty  of  the  port  of  Leghorn  and  the  magni- 
ficence of  the  ruffian  (hips.  Imprudent  lady ! 
the  Marer  fhe  approached  the  cataftrophe  of  the 
|tet^  the  more  fhe  trufted  to  the  tendernefs  and 
die  fincerity  of  her  &ithlefs  betrayer. 

She  departed  from  Pifa  with  her  cuftomary 
atfiendancct  On  arriving  at  Leghorn,  fhe  landed 
at  the  houfe  of  the  engliffi  conful,  who  had 
prepared  for  her  a  fuitable  apartment,  and 
who  received  her  with  marks  of  the  pro- 
(bundeft  refpeft.  Several  ladies*  were  early 
ki  making  their  vifits,  and  feduloufly  attended 

•  Hht  frcnch  author  miftakcs  in  faying  that  the  lady  of 
%)miril  Grcig  was  among  them.  Mrs.  Greig  did  not  ac- 
\>Mm|^ny  h<(r  hufband  on  the  voyage,  but  remained  the  whole 
IHftC  rf  Ui*  ibfcncc  at  St.  Pcterfburg. 

her 
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her  on  all  occafions.  She  law  herfclf  prcfcttdy 
furroundcd  by  a  numerous  court,  eager  td  be 
beforehand  with  all  her  dcfircs,  and  fceming  to 
make  it  their  only  ftudy  inceffantly  to  profciirc 
her  fome  new  entertainment.  Whenever  fhe 
went  out,  the  people  ran  in  her  way.  At 
the  theatre  all  eyes  were  direfted  to  her  box. 
All  circumftances  confpired  to  lull  her  into  a 
fatal  fecurity.  All  tended  to  difpcl  the  idea  of 
any  danger  at  hand. 

It  is  doubtlcfs  impoffible  to  believe  that  an 
englifti  conful*,  an  englifli  admiral,  and  ladies 
of  their  family  or  acquaintance,  could  be'  fo 
bafe,  fo  inhuman,  as  to  draw  into  the  fnare,  by 
deceitful  relpedt  and  careflcs,  a  vidtim  whofe 
youth,  whole  beauty,  whofe  innocencci  was 
capable  of  afFefting  the  mdft  infenfible  heart. 
It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  they  were  in  any 
degree  privy  to  the  plot  contrived  ^gainft  her, 
and  that  they  ftudioufly  infpired  her  with 
confidence,  only  the  more  infallibly  to  betray 
her. 

The  young  TarrakanofF  was  fo  far  from 
fufpcdling  her  unfortunate  fituatioh,  that,  after 
having  paffed  fcveral  days  in  a  round  of  amufe- 

♦  What  the  French  author  affcrts  of  thccngb'fh  conful 
and  bis  family  is  not  true. 

ments 
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mcnts  and  diflSpatioiij  fhe  afked  of  herfelf  to  be 
fhewn  the  ruffian  fleet.  The  idea  was  applauded. 
The  ncceflfary  orders  were  immediately  given ; 
and  the  next  day,  on  rifing  from  table,  every 
thing  was  ready  at  the  watcr-fide  for  receiving 
the  princefs.  On  her  coming  down,  fhe  was 
handed  into  a  boat  with  magnificent  awnings. 
The  conful,  and  fcvcral  ladies,  feated  themfclves 
with  her.  A  fecond  boat  conveyed  vice-admiral 
Greig  and  count  Alexius  Orloff;  and  a  third, 
filled  with  ruffian  and  engliffi  officers,  clofed 
the  procelHon.  The  boats  put  off*  from  fhore  in 
fight  of  an  immcnfe  multitude  of  people,  and 
were  received  by  the  fleet,  with  a  band  of  muflc, 
lalutes  of  aftillery,  and  repeated  huzzas.  As 
the  princefs  came  alongflde  the  (hip  of  which  fhe 
was  to  go  on  board,  a  fplendid  chair  was  let 
down  from  the  yard,  in  which  being  feated,  fhe 
was  hoifled  upon  deck;  and  it  was  obferved  to 
her,  that  thefe  were  particular  honours  paid  to 
her  rank. 

But  no  foonerwas  fhe  on  board  than  fhe  was 
handcuflfed.  In  vain  fhe  implored  for  pity  of 
the  cruel  betrayer,  whom  fhe  fliU  called  her 
hufband.  In  vain  flie  threw  herfelf  at  his  feet, 
and  watered  them  with  her  tears.  No  anfwer 
was  even  vouchfafed  to  her  lamentations.    She 

was 
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was  carried  down  into  the  hold ;  and  the  next 
day  the  veflcl  fct  fail  for  Ruffia. 

On  arriving  at  Peterlburg,  the  young  vidim 
was  Ihut  up  in  the  fortrefs;  and  what  became  of 
her  afterwards  was  never  known*. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  inhabitants  of  Leghorn^ 
who  had  fecn  the  princefs  embark,  heard  (hortly 
after  with  horror,  that  inftcad  of  a  grand  enter- 
tainment, which  (he  was  led  to  expeft,  on  board 
the  fleet,  fhe  was  put  into  irons.  The  grand 
duke  of  Tufcany,  whofe  territory  was  thus  fo 
Ihamcfully  infultcd,  wrote  immediately  to  Vienna 
and  to  Peterfburg  to  complain  of  the  outrage* 
But  Alexius  OriofF  infolently  braved  both  the 
complaints  of  Leopold  and  the  public  indig- 
nation. 

♦  It  wa«  affiraicd  by  fome,  that  the  waters  of  the  Neva^ 
fix  years  afterwards,  put  an  end  to  her  xmsfortunesy  by 
drowning  her  in  the  prifon,  in  the  inundation  of  1777-  Oa 
the  loth  of  September  of  that  year,  a  wind  at  S.  S.  W. 
raifed  the  waters  of  the  gulph  of  Finland  towards  the  Nemi 
with  a  violence  fo  extraordinary  that  it  fwelLed  that  river  to 
the  height  of  ten  feet  above  its  ufual  level,  and  drove  many 
vefFcls  on  (hore.  The  author  of  the  interefting  «« Memoirc^ 
"  fecreta  fur  PItalie,"  who  fome  time  fincc  printed  a  part 
of  thefe  particulars,  furmifes  that  the  young  TarrakanofF  fell 
in  prifon  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner.  The  truth  if* 
the  grounds  are  but  very  flight  for  rendering  credible  eith^ 
the  OIK  or  the  other  account. 

An 
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An  adventure  that,  happened  during  count 
OrlofPs  ftay  at  Rome^  may  fcrve  to. throw  fomc 
light  oa  the  brutal  charaftcr  of  the  .man.  One 
evening  that  he  w^s.  at  fuppcr  in  a  hpufc  *  with, 
a  large  company,  he  wifl^cd  to  difplayhis  extra- 
ordinary ftrength^  He  with  great  eafe  broke  in 
h|&  hand  fevera)  pieces  of  criftal  and  iron.  He 
then  took  between  two  of  his  fingers  an  apple^ 
which  he  broke  into  fcvcral  pieces.  A  royal 
duke»  brother  of ,  an  illuftrious  monarch,  was 
at  table;  bne  of  th(C  pieces  of  apple  (truck 
the  prii^qe  on  his  face  and,  hurt  him.  livery 
QOe.  prtfcjit  was  extremely  aflTcflcd  at  this  acci- 
^c;nt.  Alexius  Orloff  alone  feemed  entirely 
unmoved,  and  even  deigned  not  to  make  the 
flighted  apology  to  the  duke. 

Though  repeatedly  vanquiflied,  the  ottoman 
armies  were  caGly  recruited,  and  refifted  the 
cflforts  of  the  Ruffians ;  like  a  terrible  hydrai 
whofe  beads  incrcafed  under  the  reiterated  blows 
of  Romantzoff*  and  his  inferior  commanders. 
The  ruffian  general  Veiffinann  croffird  the  Da- 
nube, and  beat  the  Turks  near  Ifaakia.  Soon 
after  this  the  grand  vizir  forced  him  to  repafs 

*  At  the  houfe  of  the  ms^hionefs  Gent3i  Bocca 
Paduli. 

that 


that  Irivcr,  and  advanced  to  Biifchiareft  withMh' 
army  of  iOq,ooo  ntcn.  Thcrie  thfe  Turks- wWS* 
completely  viftoriotis.^  But  'n6  long  time  wil*^ 
allowed  them  to  rejoict  in  their  fuccelfcsl  Ini^ 
three  fucceflive  battles  the  Ruflians  regained  the 
upper  hand. 

The  grand  vizir  retreated  into  the'mbuntaih**^ 
o^'the  Bulgariaiis;  and  RomantzofF,  leavingth^- 
right  bank  of  the  Danube,  took  up  his  wtntir-  • 
quarters  in  Mdldiavia  and  Valachia. 

The  khan  of  the  Krimea  fought  valiantly  for 
the  Turks.  Catharine  refolved  to  be  revenged 
oh  him,  and  deprive  the  enemy  of  thisaflSftance* 
She  had  already  f6r  fome  time  eftablifhcfd  a  fort 
of  intelligence  in  the  Krimea.  Her*  emilTaries 
were  fccretly  working  to  foW^  diflenfiorfs  atnohg 
the  Tartars,,  and  to  draw  off  from  the  khan  the 
confidence  of  his  fubjcfts.  They  fuccecded  irt' 
thefe  endeavours;  and  valour  completed  what' 
had  been  begun  by  intrigue. 

The  famous  lines  of  Perekpp  had  fubmitted, 
forty  years  before,  to  the  intrepidity  of  Munich. 
Learning  prudence  by  this  example,  the  khaA^ 
of  the  Krimea  rendered  this  paflage  more  di(£- 
cult  than  it  had  hitherto  been.  Neverthelels^ 
neither  a  diteh  of  712  feet  in  width,  and  42  in 
depth,  nor  50,000  Tartars  who  defended  jt» 
were  able  to  check  the  career  of  prince  Dolgo- 
5  rucky. 
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rocky.  By  forcing  this  barrier  that  general 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  all  the  Krimea :  and  as 
the  reward  of  his  viftory,  he  received  of  the 
empreis  the  furname  of  Krimfky  *. 

The  khan^  forced  to  abandon  his  country,  to 
avoid  falling  into  the  power  of  the  conqueror, 
retired  to  the  dependencies  of  Turkey.  Prince 
Dolgorucky  immediately  caufcd  a  new  khan  to 
be  eledled ;  but  neither  was  this  fuch  an  one  as 
die  Ruffians  wanted  -,  and  he  detached  himfelf 
firom  their  party  without  delay. 

The  grand  fignor,  incenfed  that  Abaza-pafha, 
and  fome  other  of  the  turkifli  commanders,  had 
bafely  abandoned  the  Krimea,  fcnt  them  the 
fatal  bow- firing,  and  caufed  their  bleeding  heads 
to  be  expoied  on  the  gates  of  the  feraglio. 

The  defertion  of  the  Krim  by  the  turkifli 
commanders  was  not  the  only  ad  of  treachery  of 
which  the  porte  had  at  that  time  to  complain. 
It  had  juft  concluded  f,  with  the  court  of  Vienna, 

*  Thfs  18  an  ancient  cuflom  in  Ruflia.  Prince  Dolgorucky 
mcived  the  furname  of  Krimfky,  becaufe  he  conquered 
the  Krim;  marfhal  RomantzofF  that  of  Sadunaifkyy  be- 
caufe he  crofled  the  Danube  ;  Alexius  OrloflFthat  of  Tfchef- 
menfko'i'y  becaufe  of  the  vidory  at  Tfchefme  ;'  marfhal  Su- 
^aroff  that  of  Rimnitfky  ;  as  the  famous  duke  Alexander 
had  anciently  received  that  of  Nevfky  or  Nefiky,  on  account 
of  his  gaining  a  viAory  over  the  Swedes  on  the  banks  of 
the  Neva. 

.t  The  6th  of  July. 

a  fecret 
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a  fccrct  treaty,  by  which  that  court  engaged  to 
take  up  arms  ofFenfivcly  in  its  behalf,  on  condi- 
tion that  it  would  defray  the  expcnces  of  the 
war,  and  that  it  would  reftore  at  the  peace  a 
part  of  Valachia  and  fome  other  auftrian  terri- 
tories which  it  had  conquered.  Faithful  to  thcfc 
engagements,  the  porte  began  by  paying  the 
court  of  Vienna  five  millions  of  imperial  florins*. 
The  court  of  Vienna  made  ufe  of  it  immediately : 
but,  to  the  fhame  of  the  profcflTors  of  the 
chriftian  faith,  it  was  in  making  preparations  for 
turning  its  arms  againft  the  porte  itfelf,  and  to 
unite  with  Ruflfia. 

While  war  thus  aflfumed  his  mod  favage  form, 
in  the  conteft  between  thofc  rude  and  wide  ex- 
tended empires,  and  appeared  dilpofed  rather  to 
exterminate  than  barely  to  thin  the  human  fpe- 
cies,  the  peftilence,  that  other  dread  foe  to  man- 
kind, alfo  claimed  his  (hare  of  the  fpoil,  and 
feemed  too  impatient  to  wait  for  the  gleanings  of 
the  fword. 

For  fome  time  paft  this  dreadful  fcourgc  had 
been  ravaging  the  interior  of  Ruflia.  The 
plague  had  manifefted  itfelf  in  M ofco  s  and  the 

*  This  fum  makes  i»093»75ol.  fterling.  Some  perfoni 
pretend  that  the  porte  reckoned  only  6000  purfes,  or 
787,5001  ftcrling.  But  the  procedure  of  the  court  of  Vienaa 
it  aot  at  all  the  left  pdlous. 

VOL.  ii.  M  •  ignorance 
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Ignorance  of  the  phyficians,  in  conjunftion  with 
the  fuperftition  of  the  people,  increafcd  its  fury. 
The  phyficians  at  firft  miftook  the  diftemper 
for  nothing  more  than  an  epidemical  fever ;  and 
the  people,  who  faw  that  the  phyficians  were 
not  able  to  cure  it,  purfued  them  on  all  fides, 
and  forced  them  into  concealment  in  order  to 
cfcape  their  rage.  But  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
fpeak  fomcwhat  more  particularly  on  this  fubjeft. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  turkifli  dominions, 
whether  from  a  want  of  due  attention  to  cleanli- 
nefs,  or  from  whatever  other  caufe,  are  more 
fubjefi  to  this  malady  than  the  countries  of 
Europe.  The  ruffian  army,  after  defeating  the 
Turks,  on  their  entering  their  territories  and 
towns^  as  conquerors,  were  met  by  the  contagion, 
and  brought  it  with  them  to  their  country; 
where  the  folly  of  fcveral  of  their  generals  con- 
tributed to  its  propagation,  as  if  they  thought, 
by  a  military  word  of  command,  to  alter  the 
nature  of  things.  Lieutenant-general  Stoffeln, 
at  Yaffy,  where  the  peftilence  raged  in  the 
winter  of  1770,  ifllied  peremptory  orders,  that 
its  name  fliould  not  be  pronounced :  he  even 
obliged  the  phyficians  and  the  furgeons  to  draw 
up  a  declaration  in  writing  that  it  was  only  a 
Ipotted  fever.  One  honeft  fiirgeon,  of  the  name 
of  Kluge,  refufed  to  fign  it.    In  this  manner 

^       the 
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the  fcafon^  of  prevention  was  neglefted  j  the 
men  fell  dead  upon  the  road  in  heaps.  Several 
thoufartd  ruffian  foldiers  were  by  this  means 
carried  off:  the  number  of  burghers  that  died 
was  never  known,  as  they  had  run  into  the 
country  and  into  the  forefts.  At  length  the 
havoc  of  death  reached  the  general's  own 
people;  he  remained  true  to  his  perfuafion,  left 
the  town,  and  went  into  the  more  perilous 
camp  :  but  his  intrepidity  availed  him  nothing ; 
he  died  of  the  plagud^n  July  1771.  Affiftancc 
now  arrived  ;  but  it  was  too  late :  almoft  all  the 
fick  were  fent  to  die  in  lazarets.  The  defertion 
of  the  place  was  the  only  remaining  remedy. 
Two  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  battalion 
amounted  only  to  400  men.  To  the  fame 
fmall  number  were  likewifc  in  September  the 
regiments  at  Khotyim  reduced,  alfo  from  want 
of  precaution.  The  baggages  that  had  been 
packed  up  in  the  time  of  the  plague  were 
brought  out  and  opened,  that  the  foldiers  who 
had  ferved  the  campaign  in  their  waiftcoats 
alone  might  have  their  coats  againft  winter  ;  the 
clothes  were  fo  infcded,  that  the  people  who 
were  employed  in  unfolding  them  were  imme- 
diately attacked  with  mortal  ulcers.  In  Kief  no 
phyfician  or  furgcon  had  ever  fcen  the  plague ; 
M  2  they 
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they  therefore  took  it  for  a  putrid  fpotted  fever. 
Afterwards^    but  too   late,    they  were    better 
advifcd.     The  free  intcrcourfc  at  the  markets 
^nd    in   the   churches  had  already   univerfally 
ipread  the  miafrna*    Add  to  this^  the  foldiers 
were  not  reftrained  from  robbing  the  infeded 
houfes  of  the  dead  s  thus  infefiing  themfelves 
and  others.    Even  the  commandant  was  negli- 
gent of  his  duty  in  not  taking  care,  by  regu- 
lations and  punifhments,  that  the  houfes  were 
duly    cleanfed   and    ventilated;   nay^    he  was 
covetous  enough  to  caufe  whole  chefts  full  of 
linen  and  other  goods   to  be  brought  out  of 
jiiefe  houfes,  and  ftowed  in  the  vaults  of  his. 
The  governor  gave  rife  to  a  (hameful  and  ftupid 
piece  of  fuperftition,  to  which  he  was  perfuaded 
by  a  turkilh  officer  taken  prifoner,  who  pur- 
chafed  his  freedom   by   it.     This   man   wrote 
/tickets,  cojitaining    thcfe   words:    "  O  great 
**  Muhammed,  have  pity  for  this  once  on  the 
«*  chriftians,  for   the  fake   of  our  deliverance 
"  from   captivity,  and    free  them    foon  from 
"  the  peftilence  !"     The  governor  caufed  the 
writing  to  be  ftuck  on  poles  againft  the  belfries 
of  the  chriftian  churches  y  the  people  trufted  to 
(the  remedy,   and  were   ftill   more   earelefi  of 
themfelves  than  before:  the  peftilence,  therefore, 

naturally 
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naturally  fprcad  farther  and  wider.  Within  a 
few  months  of  the  year  1770,  one  quarter  of  the 
town  alone  loft  upwards  of  6000  perfons. 

With  fuch  mifei^able  doings,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  the  dreadful  diftcmper  came  by  the  army 
from  Poland  and  from  the  Ukraine,  about 
chriftmas  1770,  even  to  Molco.  Alas  !  here 
too  at  the  beginning,  an  ukaufe  was  printed  and 
publifhed,  to  aflure  the  people  that  there  was 
no  peflilence,  and  that  a  falfe  a,larm  had  been 
wickedly  raifcd  among  the  burghers.  Befides, 
fome  phyficians  and  furgeons  maiptained  the 
fame  thing  miich  later,  Bui  when  the  empreft 
was  informed  of  the  truth  of  the  matter,  fhc 
difpatched  affiftancc  with  all  fpeed  to  Kief  and' 
to  Mofco.  The  calamity  had  already  rifcn  to  its 
height  in  this  great  metropolis.  The  principal 
families  left  it  betimes,  and  went  into  the  coun* 
try,  and  with  them  went  all  that  were  able  :  the 
former  might  indeed  have  gone  out  of  clean 
houfes  i  but  who  would  anfwer  for  the  others  ? 
Hence  the  contagion  was  fpread  through  the 
neighbouring  villages  and  towns,  where  at  leaft 
30,000  perfons  pcrilhed.  But  it  may  be  com- 
puted, that  in  Mofco  only  the  fourth  part  of  the 
ordinary  number  of  its  inhabitants  were  left 
alive:  however, afterwards,  inl>ecember  177 1, 
juft  upon  the  ftopping  of  the  pbgae;  it  wai 
M  3       N  found 
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fi>und  by  calculation,  -that  upwards  of  60,000 
died  there  within  a  year  not  yet  complete.  The 
dead  lay  for  three  or  four  days  in  the  ftreets 
where  they  had  fallen,  or  where  they  had  been 
thrown  out  from  the  houfes ;  as  the  police  had 
neither  carts  nor  people  enough  to  carry  them 
away.  The  worthy  general  Yerapkin  was 
making  every  exertion  in  his  power,  when  in  Sep-^ 
tember  the  cmprefs,  who,  as  it  is  exprcfled  in 
the  patent,  preferred  the  welfare  of  her  fubjcfts 
to  every  other  confideration,  in  this  perilous 
rime  fcnt  her  favourite  Gregory  Orloff  wjth 
extraordinary  full  powers  to  check  the  further 
ihcurfions  of  the  malady  at  that  place,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  the  evil  on  (he  fpot,  On  this 
prelTing  exigency  the  fum  of  jqo,ooo  rubles, 
was  immediately  iflucd.  OrlofF  went  daily  to 
the  fenate ;  aqd  every  week  a  ukaufe  came  out, 
He  appointed  a  commiflion  of  health,  of  which, 
bcfidesa  general  and  a  ftatc-counfellpr,  the  moft 
ikilful  phyficians  were  members.  In  addition 
to  the  tw9  peft-houfes,  monafteries  and  palaces 
were  turned  into  lazarets,  a  building  was  appro^ 
priated  to  orphan  children  from  the  inf(?6ted 
houfes,  feveral  of  the  public  office^  were  con-^ 
verted  into  places  for  the  keeping  of  quarantine, 
and  other  falutar)c,meafures  were  adopted.  At 
thefe  e|[tabli(hment$  the  neceflary  perfons  wer? 

pu? 
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put  immediately  upon  ftipcnds ;  and  all  phyfi- 
cians  and  furgeons  who  were  confpicuous  for 
their  diligence  and  zeal  were  handfomely  re* 
warded.  A  new  turn  was  given  to  the  whole 
bufinefs;  and  all  the  precautions  for  fafcty  were 
vifibly  attended  with  due  effcfts.  But  methods 
of  cure  were  ftill  apparently  not  to  be  'found : 
very  few  of  fuch  as  once  caught  the  infc^Slion 
cfcaped  wjth  their  lives  ;  their  being  inclofed, 
however,  prevented  its  farther  progrefs.  It  was 
only  the  fevere  winter  that  put  an  end  to  the 
calamity  in  Mofco,  as  wtll  as  in  the  other  in- 
fcfted  places.  At  the  begintiing  of  September, 
in  Mofco,  died  every  day  800  perfons;  about 
the  middle  of  Odober  700  to  600  j  the  21ft  of 
Oftober  only  400.  The  froft  continued  to 
grow  more  intenfe:  on  the  15th  of  November 
the  plague  carried  off  1 50  perfons  j  on  the  30th 
ftill  75:  but  on  the  4th  of  December  only  10 
died,  and  fo  continually  fewer  :  two,  three,  five, 
and,  on  fome  intervening  days,  not  even  one ; 
till  the  6th  of  January  1772,  the  plague  entirely 
ceafed. — In  the  night  of  the  30th  of  December, 
during  a  violent  ftorm  of  wind,  a  fire  broke  out 
in  the  imperial  palace,  inhabited  by  the  newly- 
appointed  governor,  prince  Volkonlky.  As  the 
ftrudlure  was  chiefly  of  timber,  the  whole  of  it, 
together  with  the  churchy  was  entirely  confumed. 
M  4  A  more 
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A  more  calamitous  hiftory  of  this  unfortunate 
time  to  Mofco  ftill  remains  to  be  related.     It 
fbould   feem   as  if  the  afflidtive  vifitations  to 
which  the  human  race  is  fubjedt  from  the  courfc 
of  Nature,  and  to  which  Nature  herfelf  at  length 
applies  the  mod  e^edlual  remedies,  were  not 
fufficient;  the  moft  horrid  diftortion  of  mind, 
fanaticifm,  muft  be  brought  in  to  increafe  the 
calamity.      The  fuperftitious  populace  in  this 
metropolis  defpifed  the  precautions  recommended 
by  government,  and  the  prefcriptions  of  the 
phyficians.     The  latter,  efpccially  fuch  as  were 
foreigners,  frequently,  as  they  paffed  through  the 
ftreets,  were  not  fure  of  their  lives.     Prayers  to 
the  pifturcs  of  the  faints  were  held  to  be  the 
only  true  methods  of  cure.     This,  which  at  firft 
was  no  more  than  an  unhappy  folly,  foon  grew 
into  a  criminal  fury.     In  September,  a  fortnight 
before  the  arrival  of  Gregoi:y  Orloff,   a  hot- 
brained  enthufiaft  of  the  vulgar  clafs  of  people, 
got  together  a  number  of  the  rabble,  and  de- 
clared to  them  that  the  pifture  of  God's  mother, 
near  the  Varvarfkoi  gate   (the  bridge-gate  of 
St.  Barbara  leading  to  a  chapel)  had  appeared  to 
him,  complaining  of  neglc6t  in  the  worfliip  of  it, 
and  promifing  by  a  miracle  to  quell  the  pefti- 
lencc   if  that  worlhip   was   zealoufly   revived. 
At  this  gate  he  continued  ftanding,  and  declared 

the 
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the  fame  thing  to  the  priefts  and  paflengeri 
as  they  paffcd  through  it.  The  ftory  was  fpread 
from  one  to  the  other,  and  none  of  the  hearers 
thought  of  raifing  a  doubt  whether  or  nqf  the 
man  was  in  his  right  mind.  The  faithful  from 
all  parts  of  the  town  flocked  in  great  multitudes 
to  Sl  Barbara's  gate,  addrcfling  the  pifture 
in  vociferous  cries,  bringing  ornaments  of  dreft 
to  hang  about  it,  and  on  that  and  the  following 
days  made  many  conQderable  prefents  to  it 
in  gold  and  jewels.  Now  began  procelTionSt 
and  continued  in  endlcfs  fucceflTion.  The  fick 
particularly  preflcd  forward  on  this  occafion^ 
and  fuch  as  were  not  fick  mingled  among  them* 
The  daemon  of  peftilencc  could  have  found 
no  better  a  helpmate  than  the  daemon  of  fupcrfti- 
tion.  The  primate  of  Mofco,  the  archhiercy 
or  archbiihop  Amvrofi,  ( Ambrofius,)  a  virtuous 
and  enlightened  man,  wifhed  to  put  an  end 
to  this  dreadful  rage,  and  to  that  end  applied  for 
afliftance  to  general  Yerapkin,  who  gave  hinv 
five  foldiers.  Thefe  he  fcnt  in  filcnce  late  in  the 
winter-evening  to  the  Varvarfko'i  gate,  to  fetch 
away  the  pi6ture  that  was  now  become  the  caufe 
of  fuch  public  afflidlion.  But  neither  night  nor 
day  was  the  gate  free  from  a  fanatical  tumulc 
before  the  painted  mother  of  God.  The  foldiers 
were  driycn off.  Themobpourod invedlives on 

the 
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Ac  archhiercy,  and,  one  and  all  crying  out  that 
he  was  a  heretic,  ran  to  the  church-bclfries  and 
rang  all  the  bells,  to  roufc  the  whole  populace 
of  thf  cityj  and  bring  them  together  to  inform 
them  of  the  intended  violation  of  the  holy 
figure.  Every  one  rofe  in  hafte,  and  ran  into  the 
ftreets  imagining  it  to  be  an  alarm  of  fire  ;  but 
upon  inquiry  were  informed  of  what  had  hap- 
pened; the  prudent  were  but  few  in  number, 
and  the  reft  made  a  cotpmon  caufe  with  the  infur- 
gents  and  joined  the  throng.  The  prelate  in  the 
'  mean  time  had  fled  to  the  Donlkoi  monaftcry 
without  the  city.  This  was  reported  abroad 
in  the  morning;  the  wild  multitude  tumultuoufly 
ran  thither,  and  found  the  archbifhop  in  the 
celebration  of  divine  *  worfhip.  Neither  the 
place,  nor  the  ftation,  nor  the  age  of  the  man, 
neither  his  drefs  nor  his  prefent  employment, 
made  any  impreflion  on  the  enthufiaftic  bar- 
barians ;  they  fell  upon  the  venerable  old  man, 
threw  him  to  the  ground,  beat  him  on  the  head, 
and  completed  his  murder  with  knives.  The 
body  remained  till  the  following  day  lying  before 
the  gate  of  the  monaftery.  Thus  fell  this 
martyr  to  illumination,  the  generous  friend  of 
liis  ungrateful  countrymen. 

The   furious  multitude  now  ran  back  into 
Aedty,    A  party  of  them  attaicked  the  Danii- 

lofskoi 
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lofskoi  monaftery,  now  converted  into  a  lazaret, 
drove  the  peftiltnt  out  of  ir,  and  ill-treated  the 
furgeons.  The  fame  thing  they  did  at  the 
quarantine  houfe.  The  archiepifcopal  refidence 
was  plundered,  the  mod  valuable  of  the  goods 
were  taken  away,  the  reft  deftroyed:  the  ftorc- 
cellars  under  it,  hired  by  a  merchant  for  wine 
and  other  liquors,  were  emptied.  Several  offi- 
cers who  attempted  to  check  their  cxceflcs, 
turned  back  with  bleeding  heads.  The  madncls 
increafcd  every  moment,  and  the  cry  was  now 
againft  the  phyficians  and  furgeons,  whom  they 
imagined  to  have  occafioned  the  peftilence.  Aa 
Italian  dancing-mafter  happened  to  come  in  their 
way :  he  muft  certainly  be  a  dodlor;  they  broke 
both  his  arms  and  his  legs,  and  .in  that  coi^dition 
inhumanly  left  him  lying  in  the  ftreet.  The 
houfe  of  a  phyfician  was  attacked  and  plundered* 
They  then  proceeded  to  the  great  hofpital, 
from  which  the  director  and  attendants^  and 
even  the  foldiers  who  amounted  to  loo  men 
with  loaded  fire-arms,  all  ran  away^  AH  the 
phyficians  and  furgeons  had  already  made  their 
cfcape  into  the  country.^— But  now,  towards 
(evening  the  braye  general  Ycrapkin,  at  the  head 
of  150  foldiers,  carabineers  and  huflars,  with  two 
ii^ld-pieces^  marched  up  to  the  turbulent  crew; 
If  the 
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the  fight  was  obftinate  and  laded  till  midnight : 
250  rebels  were  laid  dead  upon  the  ftreet,  300 
taken  prifoners,  and  of  thofc  that  difperfed  many 
were  afterwards  found  wounded  and  dead .  Early 
Oh  the  following  morning,  the  general  rode  at  the 
head  of  his  men  with  drawn  fabrcs  through  the 
ftreets  of  Mofco,  and  placed  picquctsin  proper 
plzcts.  The  day  after,  a  regiment  of  infantry, 
from  the  villages,  entered  the  town.  The 
governor,  the  deputy-governor,  poKce-mafter, 
general  of  artillery,  and  all  whofe  duty  it  was  to 
be  vigilant  in  preferving  peace  and  order  in 
the  city,  had  prudently  forfaken  Mofco.  Catha* 
rine  rewarded  the  brave  Yerapkin  in  a  truly 
imperial  manner. 

Let  us  figure  to  ourfclves  the  ftate  of  that 
enormous  city  while  thefe  tumults  laded ;  at  a 
time  when  the  minds  of  all  men  were  opprefled 
with  grief  at  the  dreadful  vifitation  of  the  plague, 
when  every  one  knew  that  each  day  800  perfons 
fell  around  him.  But  during  the  days  of  confu- 
fion  it  was  impofiible  to  think  of  enumerating  the 
dead  or  of  vifiting  the  fick.  The  number  of 
thofc  who  died  muft  have  been  very  great,  as 
the  peftilencc  increafcd  beyond  all  proportion  by 
the  mixture  of  the  people.  From  the  ift  to  the 
9tk  of  October,  the  calculation  was  renewed,  and 

the 
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the    dead   were  computed    at    5400;   till  the 
numbers   afterwards    dccrcafcd  in  the   above- 
mentioned  ratio,  by   the  counteraftion  of  the 
froft. — At  the  re-appearance  of  fpring  1772,  the 
return  of  the  calamity  was  apprehended ;  the 
care  of  the  government  was  therefore  redoubled. 
It  was  publifhed  throughout  the  city,  that  who- 
ever kept  in  concealment  any  goods  or  other 
things  in   houfes  that  had  been  infefted,  even 
though  they  were  ftolen,  he  might  freely  produce 
them ;  and,  inftcad  of  punilhment,  (hould  receiv^e 
from  10  to  20  rubles ;  farther,  that  fuch  articles 
as  had  been  in  the  poffeflion  of  infeSed'perfon?, 
and  confequently  muft  be  burnt,  (hould  be  paid 
for  according  to  their  full  value.     This  had  the 
defired  effcft :  the  people  very  readily  produced 
what  they  had,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
proclamation,  as  by  fo  doing  they  got  money  aad 
loft  nothing.     The  vifiting  of  the  fick,  of  what* 
ever  nature  were  their  complaints,  was  feduloufljr 
continued.     Travellers  underwent  a  ftrifi:  ei^ 
amination,  and  were  obliged  to  remain  a  certain 
time  in  quarantine-houfcs,  of  which,  between 
Mofco  and  Peterlburg  alone  there  were  no  lefi 
than  feven.     However,  at  the  clollc  of  Janu^r^^ 
1772  the  plague  had  entirely  difappearedj  which^ 
according  to  fome  ftatementSj  during  Ics  conti- 
nuance^ 
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iiQtDce>  fifom  December  177 1  to  December 
1772,  had  coft  the  rulfian  empire  133,299 
ptrlons. 

Concemii^  the  murder  of  the  archbifhop, 
feme  accounts  pretend,  that  after  having  caufcd 
die  6cred  pi<5lure  to  be  removed  from  its  place, 
ihe  people  became  more  furious*,  and  accufing 

th(^ 

*  It  IS  di£ScuIt  to  imagine  to  what  length  the  RufHans 
carry  their  fanaticifm  for  thefe  pi<Slures  of  the  faints,  which 
tkcy  ctH  bohgs  or  gods.  The  figure  of  fome  faint  is 
ftkited  in  gaudy  colours  on  a  piece  of  board,  and  the  filver, 
(old*  or  diamonds  about  the  hands  and  face  of  it  confUtute 
&«  fahie.  When  a  Ruflian  enters  a  room,  the  firll  thing  he 
docs  is  to  falute  the  god,  which  is  placed  againft  the  wall  in 
one  comer,  by  bowing  and  crofling  himfelf.  St.  Nicholas, 
Sl«  John  the  baptift,  St.  Sergius,  and  St.  Alexander  Nefsky, 
lit  the  figures  in  moft  requeft,  except  the  bogoroditza,  the 
dother  of  God.  Evety  one  has  his  particular  patron,  to 
vllich  ht  appUes  in  cafes  of  need.  When  his  neighbours  fee 
that  he  fucceeds  in  the  culture  of  his  fields  or  in  trade,  they 
borrow  or  hire  his  god,  to  which  they  attribute  his  profperity. 
They  then  pay  the  borrowed  figure  all  forts  of  reverence  and 
tierings.  There  are  in  fome  towns  god-markets,  and  the 
(6)e  difference  between  the  chaffering,  is,  that  in  this  the 
word  money  mud  nerer  be  pronounced.  Some  people  will 
Acver  go  to  their  daily  labour,  or  fet  out  on  a  journey,  with- 
out taking  their  god  with  them ;  and  if  a  (Iranger  call 
11  ihcir  houfe  in  the  mean  time,  and  afks  to  fahite  the  hog^ 
%t  wife  replies  that  he  is  gone  into  the  fields,  or  on 
%^MVH«y«  St.  George  is  a  prote^or  of  homed  cattle, 
are  looked  after  by  St.  Anthonyi  aad  the  fiOi 

fcr 
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the  archbifhop  of  inhumanity  and  facrilcge,  thcjr 
broke  open  the  doors  of  a  monaftery  in  which 
the  prelate  had  fought  an  afylum :  the  archbifliop 
then  thought  to  cfcape  the  rage  of  the  multitude 
by  hiding  himfclf  in  the  fanduary,  where,  ac- 
cording to  the  greek  ritual,  the  priefts  alone  have 
a  right  to  enter.  Unfortunately,  a  child  feeing 
him  pafs  by,  ran  and  told  where  he  was.  The 
rabble  rufhed  into  the  church,  and  feizing  on  the 
old  man,  dragged  him  to  the  gate  in  order  to 
kill  him.  The  unfortunate  archbifliop,  perceiv- 
ing that  his  death  was  inevitable,  conjured  the 
aflairms  to  let  him  go  up  to  the  altar  to  commu- 
nicate once  more.  To  this  they  confentedj  and 
ftood  calmly  looking  on  while  the  venerable 
prelate  was  performing  the  pious  ceremony; 
which  he  had  no  fooncr  finiflied,  than  they 
fprung  upon  him  again,  and,  hauling  him  out  of 
the  church,  barbaroufly  put  him  to  death  in 
the  manner  already  related.  The  foldiers  of  the 
police  arrived  too  late  to  lave  the  archbifliop's 


by  Stl  Jonas;  one  cures  one  difeafe  and  another  another.— 
But  perhaps  it  is  unjuft  to  deride  any  religion  for  its  fu* 
perditions;  all  national  eftablifhmenu  ha?e  them  under 
one  form  or  another ; 

Fades  non  omnibus  una 
Nee  diveriii  tamen,  qualm  decet  efle  fororum# 

life* 
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life  i  but  they  arrefted  fome  of  the  leaders  of 
the  mob,  who  were  knooted  to  death. 

Greatpraife  was  certainly  due  to  count  Gregory 
Orloff*  for  his  condudb  while  the  plague  wiis 
laging  at  Mofco.  The  emprefs,  as  we  have 
ieen,  had  already  feat  alTiftance  to  flop  the 
progreis  of  the  conugion ;  but  it  was  attended 
with  no  effedfc.  It  was  necelTary  that  fome  man 
of  authority  (hould  go  thither  to  awe  the  popu- 
lace, and  make  them  fubmit  to  the  regulations 
prcfcribed,  and  to  the  obfervance  of  more  clean- 
linefs  than  ufual.  Gregory  Orloff*  had  the 
courage  to  go  and  brave  both  the  peftilence 
and  fuperftition.  He  repaired  to  Mofco  with 
extraordinary  promptitude;  he  prohibited  and 
prevented  all  kinds  of  afiemblies;  he  himfelf 
.  Tifited  the  perfons  afflidled  with  the  epidemical 
diftemper;  he  procured  them  all  the  aflidancc 
they  wanted;  and  he  took  particular  care  to 
order  the  furgeons  and  the  officers  who  feconded 
him,  to  fee  to  the  burning  of  the  clothes  of  the 
lick  who  fell  viftims  to  this  terrible  fcourge ;  till 
the  malady  at  laft  yielded  to  the  unceafing  atten- 
tions of  count  Gregory  Orloffand  the  fe  verity  of 
the  wmter. 

On  his  return  to  St,  Peterfburg,  Gregory 
OrlofF  found  in  Catharine  a  grateful  fovereign. 
That  princefs  caufcd  a  column  to  be  creded 

and 
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and  a  medal  to  be  ftruck>  as  memorials  to 
poftcirity  of  the  fcrvice  he  had  rendered  his 
country. 

The  peftilencit  had  not  only  attacked  the 
interior  parts  of  Ruflia:  the  ruflian  and  ottoman 
armies,  who  were  fighting  on  the  banks  of 
the  Dahubcj  were  infefted  with  it.  They  fpread 
it  in  Poland;  and  this  it  was  that  ferved  as 
a  pretence  for  the  invafion  which  had  long  been 
meditating  by  the  king  of  Pruflia. 

The  emprcfs  was  adding  from  day  to  day 
to  the  weight  of  the  yoke  which  (he  had  lain 
upon  Poland.  Her  troops  purfucd  on  all  fides 
the  routed  confederates  of  Bar,  and  pillaged  or 
ravaged  their  poflTcflions.  That  princefs  herfelf 
did  not  difdain  to  partake  in  the  fpoil.  They 
carried  off  the  famous  library  of  prince  Radzivili 
containing  an  invaluable  colledion  oflithuanian 
hiftory,  and  it  was  tranfported  to  Peterfl)urg> 
from  whence  it  undoubtedly  will  never  return. 
But  at  the  very  time  that  fo  odious  a  depredation 
was  carrying  on,  Catharine  tranfmitted  to  War- 
faw  declarations,  in  which  fhe  fpokt  of  nothing 
but  her  equity,  her  beneficence,  and  the  dc- 
fires  (he  was  cherifiiing  for  the  pacification  of 
Poland. 

The  Poles,  irritated  at  the  tyrafany.  of  the 
RuflTians,  were  inceflantly  making  new  cfibrts  to 

VOL.  lu  N  free 
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free  themfelvcs  from  it.  They  believed  their 
unhappy  king  was  in  concert  with  the  emprefs; 
and  in  that  perfuafion  they  attempted  to  revenge 
upon  him  the  miferies  which  fhe  was  bringing  on 
them.  The  confederates  had  eleAed  for  their 
general  a  polifh  nobleman  named  Pulaufsky, 
a  man  of  confummate  intrepidity^  and  fo  paffion- 
ately  devoted  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  that  he 
made  no  hefitation  of  ferving  the  mofl:  righteous 
of  caufes  by  criminal  means. 

Eulaufsky  refolved  to  get  poflefiion  of  the 
king's  ^  perfon>  and  trufted  the  execution  of 
his  proje6t  to  three  other  confederates*,  of 
whole  boldnefs  and  capacity  he  was  well  ac-- 
quainted.  After  having  taken  an  oath  to  their 
general  either  to  deliver  to  him  the  king,  or 
to  put  him  to  death  if  they  could  not  bring  him 
off  alive,  the  three  chiefs  and  40  dragoons,  dif- 
guifed  ^  pcafants,  entered  Warfaw  by  different 
routes.  They  learnt  the  following  funday  f  that 
the  king  was  to  pafs  the  evening  at  prmce 
Chartorinfky's,  his  uncle.  Some  of  them  then 
went  and  polled  themfclves  without  the  city, 
while  the  others  were  lurking  about  in  ambu(h 
in  the  way  which  the  king  was  to  pafs.    At 

.   *  Lukaufsky,  Strayenflcy,  and  Kofinfky. 
t  T^^  3^  °f  September. 

about 
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dbout  10  o^clock  at  night  that  prince,  accom- 
panied by  14  or  15  perfons,  and  having  one 
of  his  aides-de-camp  in  his  carriage,  were  re- 
turning to  the  palace,  when  all  at  once  the  con-=» 
ipirators  advanced,  and  bade  the  coachman  (lop. 
At  the  fame  time  piftols  were  feveral  times  dif- 
charged  at  the  carriage.  One  of  the  heyducquei 
being  ftruck  with  a  ball,  fell  down*.  The  reft 
of  the  king's  fuite,  without  excepting  the  aid-de- 
camp, took  to  flight.  One  of  the  aflalllns  Bred  ^ 
piftol  at  the  king,  and  pierced  his  hat.  Another 
made  a  ftroke  at  his  head,  and  gave  him  a 
deep  wound.  After  this  they  took  him  by 
the  collar,  and  dragged  him  between  their  horfea 
along  the  darkeft  ftreets.  Perceiving  foon  that 
he  began  to  breathe  hard,  and  that  it  was 
impoflible  for  him  to  keep  up  with  them  on 
foot,  they  made  him  get  upon  a  horfe,  and 
on  their  coming  to  the  foflc  which  furrounds 
Warfaw,  they  forced  him'  to  take  the  leap  with 
them.  The  horfe  on  which  the  king  rode 
fell  and  broke  his  leg.  The  king  received  a 
hurt  in  his  foot.  They  then  mounted  his  majeftf 
on  another  horfe.  One  of  the  chiefs  plucked  oflF 
his  order  of  the  black  eagle  of  Pruflia,  add 
the  crols  of  diamonds  that  was  appendant  to  the 

*  He  died  the  day  aftcr^ 

N  2  riband. 
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riband.  This  done,  the  greater  part  of  the 
confpirators  difperlcd.  Seven  of  them  alone, 
under  the  orders  of  Kofinflcy,  remained  with  the 
king,  and  wandered  about  with  him  a  long 
time  in  the  dark,  endeavouring  to  avoid  the 
beaten  paths.  Soon  after,  they  found  themfelves 
in  a  foreft  only  one  league  diftant  from  Warfaw. 
The  voices  of  fome  ruffian  patrols  were  heard. 
The  confpirators  were  frightened,  and  fled.  The 
king  remained  alone  with  Kofinflcy:  but,  not 
daring  to  call  for  affiflance,  for  fear  that  Kofinflcy 
might  kill  him,  he  tried  to  perfuade  him  to  let 
him  efcape.  Kofinflcy  hefitated  a  confiderable 
time*  His  oath  fl:ood  in  his  way.  At  length, 
however,  he  yielded  to  the  folicitations  of  the 
king;  and,  after  having  implored  his  pardon  on 
his  knees,  he  conducted  him  to  a  mill  which 
ftood  at  no  great  difl:ance.  The  king,  without 
making  himfelf  known,  immediately  wrote  a 
billet,  which  he  difpatchcd  by  a  countryman 
to  the  colonel  of  his  guards. 

Warfaw  was  in  the  utmoft  confternation.  The 
king's  hat  had  been  found  all  covered  with 
blood;  this  naturally  led  to  the  belief  that 
his  majefly  was  dead.  But  as  foon  as  it  was 
heard  that  he  had  efcaped  from  his  aflfaffins,  the 
people  gave  themfelves  up  to  tranlports  of 
joy. 

Several 
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Several  of  the  villains  were  taken,  and-periflbcd 
on  the  fcaffbld.  Kofinlky  obtained  his  pardon. 
He  retired  into  Italy,  where  the  king  fettled  oa 
him  a  penfion.  As  to  general  Pulaufsky*,  he 
publifhed  a  manifefto,  in  which  he  declared  that 
he  had  taken  no  (hare  in  the  atrocious  attempt 
againft-  the  polifti  monarch.  This  declaration 
was  believed  by  no  one. 

The  danger  which  Staniflaus  Auguftus  had 
run,  furnifhed  the  Ruffians  with  a  new  pretext 
for  purfuing  the  confederates  of  Bar,  and  for 
preparing  the  difmemberment  of  Poland.  But 
was  Catharine  in  want  of  pretexts  ?  It  will  prc- 
fently  be  (cen  that  (he  had  fo  ordered  matters  as 
CO  be  able  to  do  without  them. 

1772.  The  Ruffians  and  the  Ottomans  were 
equally  in  want  of  peace.  Their  armies,  weakened 
by  numerous  battles,  by  fucceffive  fatigues,  and 
by  the  contagious  diftemper,  were  always  recruit- 
ing and  always  diminilhing  in  greater  propor- 
tion. The  fquadron  of  Alexius  OrlofF  ftill 
maintained  the  dominion  of  the  grecian  feas; 
but  the  long  fojourn  of  the  Ruffians  in  a  climate 

♦  Pulaufsky  went  afterwards  to  America,  where  he  had 
the  command  of  a  legion  in  the  fervice  of  th^  united  ftates ; 
and,  being  on  a  vifit  to  M.  d'Eftaing  at  th$  fiege  of 
Savannah,  in  1779,  he  was  killed  bf  a*cannoD*ball  bf 
ibe  fide  of  that  gencraL 

N  3  fQ 
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fo  different  from  their  own,  and  the  intempc- 
l^nce  in  which  they  indulged,  had  brought  on 
an  epidemic  difeafc  which  threatened  to  carry  off 
every  failor  of  the  fleet.  The  capudan-pafha, 
ambitious  to  retaliate  the  difafters  he  had  fuffered, 
was  bufily  employed  in  preparing  new  arma- 
ments in  Conftantinople,  and  was  in  hopes  to 
bring  out  againft  his  conquerors  a  f(|uadron 
more  formidable  than  that  which  had  fallen  a 
prey  to  the  flames.  Baron  Tott,  a  french  officer 
in  the  fervice  of  the  porte,  overcame  the  igno- 
rance of  the  Turks,  and  had  introduced  into 
their  arfenals  fuch  order  and  aftivity  as  was 
dangerous  to  their  enemies.  The  valiant  Mu(^ 
foum  Oglou  had  rifen,  for  the  fccond  time,  to 
the  port  of  grand  vizir,  and  had  rcfumed  the 
command  of  the  army  of  the  Danube.  Not- 
withflanding  this,  the  two  powers  entered  upon 
a  negotiation  by  the  intervention  of  the  auftrian 
and  pruffian  miniftcrs.  An  armiftice  was  agreed 
upon*i  and  a  congrc fs  was  appointed  to  meet  at 
Fokfhiani. 

This  appeared  to  be  a  favourable  opportunity 
to  the  fchcmcs  of  count  Gregory  Orloff.     He 

*  This  armiftice  was  figned  by  the  ruflian  minifler  Simolin, 
and  by  Se'id  Abdukerim  effendi  Mukabedbadzi,  grand 
notary  of  the  divao* 

procured 
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procured  the  honour  of  being  lent  to  treat  with 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  divan.  He  had 
long  been  defirous  of  fharing  the  throne  which 
he  had  fecured  to  Catharine.  He  thought  that, 
by  obtaining  peace  for  Ruffia,  he  (hould  acquire 
an  everlafting  claim  upon  the  gratitqde  of  the 
empire,  and  furmount  the  difficulties  that  had 
been  oppofed  to  his  ambition.  But  it  was  this 
precifely  which  gave  birth  to  new  ones. 

Catharine  had  been,  and  was  ftill,  much 
attached  to  OrlofF.  OrlofF,  on  the  contrary, 
had  never  felt  any  afFcAion  for  Catharine,  but 
what  arofe  from  gratitude  and  ambidon.  Proud 
of  the  favour  of  his  fovercign,  he  Ihewed  him* 
fclf  zealous  to  deferve  it:  but  when  once  he 
thought  that  he  had  acquired  fufficient  grounds 
for  his  pretenfions,  his  ardour  began  to  cool; 
and  he  even  aflumed  a  diftant  behaviour.  The 
more  Catharine  wiflied  to  bring  him  back  to  his 
ufual  attentions,  the  more  he  fcemed  inclined  to 
retreat,  and  to  fcek  his  amufement  in  the  com- 
pany of  other  ladies.  The  emprefs  could  not 
but  refent  this  ungrateful  conduft,  and  be 
ihocked  at  the  infenfibility  from  whence  it  pro* 
ccedcd.  However,  on  account  of  her  fondnefi 
for  Bobrinfky,  the  child  of  OrlofF,  (he  did  not 
difcard  him  at  once.  This  boy  fhe  privately 
brought  up  in  one  of  the  fuburbs  of  the  city,  often 
« 4  going 
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going  to  fee  him  under  a  borrowed  name,  and 
in  an  artful  difguife.  It  was  faid  that,  to 
remedy  his  inconftancy,  and  from  afFcftion  to 
the  child,  a  propofal  was  made  him  of  a  clan- 
deftinc  marriage:  that  he  rejeSed  the  oflfer  with 
difdain,  prcfuming  himfelf  not  unworthy  of 
fitting  befide  her  on  a  throne  which  he  at  firft 
procured  her,  and  had  hitherto  upheld.  Ca- 
tharine, furprifed,  diflembled  her  dilpleafure  fof 
a  time;  but  conceiving  that  the  pride  of  her 
favourite  might  be  attended  with  confequences 
fatal  to  her  repofc,  fhe  refolved,  without  farther 
delay,  to  get  the  better  of  an  attachment  which 
expofed  her  to  too  great  humiliation. 

Though  there  was  no  open  mifunderftanding 
between  Panin  and  count  Gregory  OrlofF,  he 
was  not  the  Icfs  defirous  of  the  downfall  of  this 
favourite.  Too  fagacious,  and  certainly  too 
timid,  to  attack  him  to  his  face,  he  miffed  no 
opportunity  for  giving  him  a  fide- blow.  Orloff 
was  far  from  imitating  the  minifter  in  this  pro- 
cedure. He  never  hated  any  one,  though  he 
was  hated  by  many.  His  arrogance  had  pro- 
cured him  a  great  number  of  enemies;  his 
favour  had  raifcd  him  .  up  many  more.  All 
were  plcafed  at  feeing  him  retire  from  court; 
and  the  emprefs  partook  in  the  fatisfadion  of 
her  courtiers.     She  was  in  hopes  that  his  ab^ 

fence 
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ftncc  would  completely  pub  an  jnd  to  the  re- 
mainder of  the  attachment  (he  had  cheriihe4 
for  him. 

Panin^  who  attentively  watched  the  incfia^ 
ation  of  her  majefty,  was  not  long  in  perceiving 
that  fhe  often  looked  with  complacency  on  t 
fub-lieutenant  of  the  guards,  named  VaHilc- 
fchikoE  He  immediately  thought  of  ufing  this 
young  man  to  the  overthrow  of  Orloff.  Zachar 
ChernichefF,  to  whom  the  arrogance  of  the 
fevouritc  was  ftill  more  odious  than  to  Panio,* 
gladly  feconded  the  fchcme  of  the  miniftcr.  Both 
of  them  thought  that  the  grand  duke,  who  was 
not  ignorant  thai  Orloff*  had  the  prefumption  to 
afpire  to  the  throne,  would  not  fail  to  behold 
with  fatisfadion  whatever  had  a  tendency  to 
keep  him  from  it.  Every  art  was  therefore 
employed  to  flatter  the  new  inclination  of  the 
cmprefs.  Orloff^  was  at  the  fame  time  repie- 
fented  to  her  as  a  man  of  unbounded  ambition^ 
who  had  only  folicitcd  to  be  employed  in  nego- 
tiating the  peace  at  Foklhiani,  in  order  to 
betray  the  interefts  of  Ruflla,  by  artfully  prd- 
curing  for  himfclf  the  fovcreignty  of  Moldavia 
and  Valakhia.  It  was  the  eafier  to  raife  fufpi« 
cions  againft  him  in  the  mind  of  Catharine,  as 
fhe  found  his  rival  more  agreeable  to  her  from 
^ay  to  day. 

VaOUt^ 
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VafiilcfchikofF  pleafed  becaufe  he  was  young 
and  well  made :  but  he  was  deficient  in  intel- 
le^ual  improvement,  in  talents,  in  experience, 
and  even  in  boldnefs.  Perhaps,  if  it  had  de- 
pended on  himfclf  alone,  he  would  never  have 
fucceeded  with  the  emprefs :  but  he  was  not  left 
without  fupport.  Prince  Baratinlky,  expert  in 
the  arts  of  intrigue,  was  on  this  occalion  neither 
fparing  of  his  counfels  nor  of  contrivances*. 
Vafliltfchikoff  was  benefited  by  his  cares  j  for 
his  docility  ferved  him  inftcad  of  merit.  The 
emprefs  was  fo  fatisfied  with  him,  that  (he 
appointed  him  her  chamberlain,  made  him  mag- 
nificent prefents,  and  treated  him  often  in  public 
with  a  familiarity  that  eafily  betrayed  the  under- 
ftanding  that  fubfifted  between  them. 

When  Catharine  propofcd  to  the  imperious 
OrlofF  to  enter  into  fccrct  nuptials,  that  favourite 
was  pleafed  with  the  thought  that  his  refufal 
would  only  (harpcn  the  defire  of  the  fovercign, 
and  that  the  acccfs  to  the  throne  would  be  eafier 
to  him.  Accuftomed  to  an  affc6lion  of  which  he 
had  the  tendered  pledges,  he  imagined  it  impof- 
fible  to  lofe  the  heart  of  the  emprefs.  What 
was  he  to  think  on  learning  that  fhe  had  taken 

*  Prince  Baratinflcy  took  upon  him  to  bring  about  the 
firft  interview  of  the  emprefs  and  her  new  faTOurite. 

advantage 
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advantage  of  his  abfcncc  for  accepting  the  offi- 
cioufncfs  of  a  new  adniircr  ?  His  mind  was  at 
firft  divided  between  aftonifliment  and  rage :  but 
his  pride  foon  came  to  his  relief  j  and  he  thought 
that  his  prefence  would  be  fufficient  to  revive  a 
flame  which  could  not  be  quite  extind.  Full  of 
this  idea,  he  forgot  the  negotiations,  the  peace, 
all  the  concerns  of  the  empire,  and  left  Fokihiani 
without  even  aflcing  permiffion  of  the  emprefs> 
and  arrived  at  the  gates  of  Peter&urg.  At  tht 
inftant  of  his  appearance,  th^  officer  on  guard 
advanced  towards  his  carriage,  and  (hewed  hini 
the  order  which  he  had  not  to  let  him  enter  tht 
city.  OrlofF  kept  a  profound  filence,  and  took 
the  road  to  one  of  his  country-ieats. 

Two  days  previous  to  the  coming  of  OrloflF 
to  Peterfburg,  intelligence  was  received  that  he 
had  quitted  FokOiiani.  This  fudden  return  had 
excited  much  uneafinefs  at  court.  The  empreis, 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  violence  of  his 
temper,  and  was  apprehenfive  that  he  might 
make  his  appearance  in  fpite  of  her,  gave  orders 
to  double  the  guard  of  the  palace,  and  to  placd 
centinels  at  the  gate  of  the  new  favourite.  Not 
yet  put  completely  at  eafc  by  thefc  precautionsi 
ihe  caufed  the  locks  of  his  apartments  to  be 
changed,  of  which  OrlofF  had  the  key.  But 
thefc  cares  wercufclefs:  there  was  nothing  to  fc«r 

from 
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from  Orloff.  The  moment  it  was  known  that 
he  was  out  of  favour^  he  had  not  a  partifan 
leftj  and  his  enemies  ftepped  forward  from  aU 
parts. 

OrloflT  beheld  his  fituation  in  the  full  extent  c^ 
its  danger ;  but  his  courage  remained  unfhaken. 
When  the  officers  came,  in  the  ,name  of  th? 
emprefs,  to  require  the  demiflion  of  his  employ* 
{[iientSj  he  haughtily  refufed  to  comply.  Kfer 
majefty  could  eafily  punifh  the  fubjeft  who 
refitted  her  will :  flie  rather  chofe  to  treat  with 
indulgence  the  man  for  whom  Ihe  had  long  enter- 
tained a  regard.  A  compromife  was  entered 
upon  with  OrlofFj  and,  overcome  by  the 
bounty  which  his  fovereign  ftill  vouchfafed  to 
fliew  him,  he  confcnted  to  retire  from  Peterf- 
burg,  and  fet  out  upon  a  journey  through 
various  parts  of  Europe.  As  a  rccompence 
for  his  fubmiffion,  he  received  100,000  rubles, 
the  brevet  of  a  penfion  of  150,000,  a  mag- 
nificent fervice  of  plate,  and  an  eftate  with 
6000  peafants  upon  it.  He  had  already  ob- 
tained a  patent  of  prince  of  the  roman  empire. 
Catharine  chofe  that  he  fliould  take  the  tide, 
defirous,  doubtlefs,  that  her  former  favourite 
Ihould  appear  to  the  eyes  of  foreign  nations 
with  a  fplendor  worthy  of  the  fituarion  which 
he  had  enjoyed. 

This 
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This  part  of  Catharine's  conduift  feems  to 
indicate  a  degree  of  wcaknefs.  But  no:  it 
was  not  inconfiftcnt  with  the  firmnefs  of  her 
character  to  yield  to  circumftances,  when  a 
different  conduct  mull  oblige  her  to  complin 
ance.  She  knew  that^  by  punifhing  prince 
Orloff^  fhe  would  affright  all  thofe  who  had 
ferved  her.  She  wifhed  to  perfuade  them 
that  her  gratitude  even  furvived  her  aficc* 
tions. 
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Some  dme  afterwards,  the  negotiations  were 
refumed  at  Bukharefl:  between  marfhal  Ro- 
mantzoff  and  the  grand  vizir  MufTum  Oglou« 
Thcfc  two  warriors,  who  had  fo  often  fought 
againft  each  other,  were  not  ignorant  how  much 
their  armies  were  in  want  of  reft  s  but  their 
conferences  were  as  unfruitful  as  thofe  of  Fok* 
ihiani.  The  term  of  the  armiftice  was  expired. 
The  pacificators  had  no  longer  any  thoughts  of 
.war. 

During  all  the  time  that  thefe  negotiations 
had  been  going  on,  new  preparations  had  been 
making  .  for  recommencing  hoftilities.  The 
Ruffians  had  concluded,  with  the  new  khan  of 
the  Krimea,  a  treaty  by  which  that  prince 
declared  himfelf  independent  on  the  grand 
fignor,  and  threw  himfelf  under  the  protedtion 
of  the  emprefs.  The  piorte,  incenfcd  at  the 
defeftion  of  the  Tartars,  no  lefs  than  at  the  cef- 
fion  they  had  made  to  the  Ruffians  of  the  forts  of 
Kertfch  and  Yenicaly,  which  command  the 
ftreights  of  Keffa,  together  with  the  territories 
belonging  to  them,  fent  into  the  Euxine  a  ftrong 
fquadron  of  galliots  and  chebecs.  Catharine  had 
already  fent  thither  a  confiderable  fleet,  and  had 
difpatched  to  it  fcvcral  cnglifh  and  dutch  officers, 
particularly  the  captains  Dcnnifon,  Perry,  and 
Kingfbergcn,  under  the  command  of  admiral  fir 
Chirks  Knowlcs. 

Bi 
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But  an  objeft  of  higher  importance  at  that 
time  occupied  the  mind  of  Catharine.  She  faw 
herielf  at  length  on  the  point  of  reaping  the  fruit 
of  the  troubles  and  divifions  which  (he  had  been 
fowing  among  the  Poles.  For  a  long  time  in 
agreement  with  the  king  of  Pruflia,  Ihe  left  to 
that  prince  the  care  of  procuring  the  confent  of 
the  court  of  Vienna  to  the  difmemberment  of 
Poland.  She  was,  moreover,  very  fure  that  (he 
would  have  but  few  obftacles  to  overcome  on 
the  part  of  the  other  powers.  France  had  then 
a  miniftcr  not  much  endowed  with  fore(ight  ♦. 
England  was  bound  to  RufCa  by  its  commerce. 
The  (lates  bordering  on  the  Baltic  might  be 
jealous  at  feeing  the  Ruflians  and  the  Pruflians 
gaining  ports  upon  that  fea  j  but  none  of  them 
had  either  the  means  or  the  temerity  to  make 
head  agaiftft  them.  The  Ottomans  were  fcarcely 
more  to  be  dreaded.  How  (hould  they  be  in  a 
condition  to  fend  fuccours  to  Poland,  when  they 
were  fo  badty  able  to  defend  themfelves,  and  faw 
themfclves  attacked  in  all  parts  of  their  vaft 
empire  ?     Catharine,  in  fhort,  was  only  afraid  of 

-  *  The  dttkc  d*  Aiguillon,  who  had  been  put  at  the  head 
of  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  was  more  qualified  for 
paying  attendance  on  the  intngues  of  the  boudoir  and  court 
cabals,  than  to  balance  the  interefts  of  Europe,  and  to  fup- 
port  the  honour  of  the  freach  natipn. 

•**^:  If.  '  o  the 
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the  rcfufal  of  the  court  of  Vienna ;  but  Frederic 
promifcd  her  the  acceflion  of  that  court, 

Frederic,  without  hazarding  any  thing,  might 
make  her  that  promife.  He  had  been  long 
acquainted,  by  the  relations  of  his  minifters, 
with  the  charafter  of  the  heir  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria. 

When  Jofcph  II.  in  1769,  had  an  interview 
with  him  at  Ncifs  in  Silefia,  the  pruflian  mo- 
narch, profiting  by  the  afcendant  he  had  acquired 
from  his  experience  and  his  fame,  propofed  to 
the  young  emperor  the  firft  partition  of  Poland. 
Jofeph  II.  pleafed  with  the  idea  of  extending  his 
dominion,  beheld  with  joy  the  projeft  of  the 
king  of  Pruffia  ;  but  deferred  to  enter  into  any 
engagement  to  concur  in  it,  till  he  fhould  have 
conferred  upon  the  fubjeft  with  the  old  prince 
Kaunitz,  by  whofe  counfels  he  was  guided. 
Kaunitz  applauded  the  predatory  plan.  Some 
time  after  this*  the  monarchs  had  a  fccond 
interview,  at  Neulladt  in  Auftria  j  and  the  dif-  * 
memberment  of  Poland  was  finally  fettled. 

The  plague,  which  had  been  ravaging  the 
frontiers  of  Poland  fince  the  foregoing  year, 
furnilbed  the  king  of  Pruffia  with  an  occafion 
for  advancing  his  troops  pretty  far  into  polifh 
Pruffia.     The  emperor  had  the  fame  pretext  for 

♦  la  1770. 

marching 
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marching  his  into  fuch  of  the  provinces  as  lay 
moft  conveniently  for  him, 

Jofeph  II.  feemed  about  to  give  fuccours  to 
the  confederates  of  Bar,  His  laft  treaty  obliged 
him  even  to  join  with  the  Turks  againft  the 
Ruffians ;  but  that  prince  entertained  very  dif- 
ferent defigns ;  and  he  was  fo  well  pradifed  in 
the  arts  of  diffimulation>  that  the  confederates^ 
deceived  by  his  promifes,  regarded  for  a  long 
time  as  their  defenders  the  foWiers  who  were 
come  to  make  a  prey  of  their  country. 

The  foreign  armies  extended  from  one  end  of 
Poland  to  the  other,  and  adted  equally  againft 
the  confederates,  who  were  foon  obliged  to 
difperfe.  The  greater  part  returned  to  their 
homes.  T-he  reft  went  to  publifli  abroad 
among  foreign  nations  their  complaints  and  their 
misfortunes. 

All  Europe  had  its  eyes  fixed  on  Poland.  It 
could  not  be  conceived  why  three  formidable 
powers,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  fhoukl 
Icize  upon  a  country,  the  independence  whereof 
had  been  guaranteed  by  the  moft  folcmn  treaties. 
Mankind-  were  likewife  at  a  lofs  to  know  what 
might  be  the  drift  of  the  negotiations  which 
continually  employed  thefe  powers.  It  was  at 
length  difcovered.  The  minifter  of  the  emperor 
was  the  firft  who  nodfied  the  treaty  of  Peterft^urg 
02  CO 
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tp'  the  king  and  the  fcaatc  of  Poland.  The 
ambaflador  of  Ruflia  and  the  envoy  of  Pruffia 
prcfcnted  to  thcni,  almoft  immediately  updn  it, 
cicclaration?  in  fupport  of  that  treaty. 

The  conduft  of  the  great  partitioning  powers 
gradually  unfolded  their  defigns  during  the  ne- 
gotiations Ut  Fokfliiapi.  They  proceeded  filent- 
iy  in  carrying  on  thofe  arrangements  which  they 
liad  lately  concluded;  while  they  fcemed  re- 
ftrained  by  their  enormity  from  making  a  public 
avowal  of  thetn.  It  feemed  as  if  they  endea- 
voured to  feel  the  general  temper  and  difpofition 
of  Europe  j  and  by  a  climax  of  fucceffive  ex* 
orbitancies  to  prevent  the  furprife  which  attends ' 
novelty,  and  prepare  the  public  for  thofe  greater 
which  were  ftill  to  fucceed.  Deformity  wears  oflf 
by  acquaintance ;  and  perhaps  they  found  it 
neceffary  to  familiarize  themfelves  with  their  own 
dcfigns,  before  they  could  arrive  at  a  refolution 
of  expoGng  them  nakedly  to  the  view  of  the 
i^rld. 

The  time  was  at  length  arrived,  when  the? 
aSors  in  this  ftate  force  had  attained  confidence 
enough  to  throw  by  their  malks,  and  to  appear  in 
their  proper  forms  without  any  difguife,  The 
king  of  Pruffia,  who  was  lefs  attentive  to  appear- 
ances, had  fbr  fomc  time  made,  no  fecret  of  his 
intention,  and  had  dignified  his  acquifitions,  as  if 

they 
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they  had  been  countries  lately  difcovcred,  by  the 
title  of  New  Pruflia.  A  manifcfto  was  delivered 
at  Warfaw  ♦,  by  the  Rufllan  and  Pruffian  mini- 
fters,  in  the  name  of  their  refpcftive  fovereigns, 
which  was  fcconded  a  few  days  after  by  the  mi- 
nifter  from  the  emprcfs-queen,  in  which  the  three 
powers  openly  avowed  their  intentions.  This 
declaration  was  foon  after  fucceeded  by  fpeclfica- 
tions  from  the  different  powers  of  the  countries 
Which  they  had  agreed  refpeftively  to  appro- 
priate. 

It  would  afford  little  ufe  or  entertainment  to 
enter  into  a  long  or  particular  difcufTion  of  thofe 
ilate  formulas,  which  are  publifhed  in  compliance 
with  eftablifhed  cuftoms,  and  to  bliddfold  the. 
vulgar,  without  any  intention  that  they  (hould 
convey  either  truth  or  argument.  The  mani- 
fefto  fets  out  with  a  detail  of  the  laudable  inten^ 
tions  and  friendly  offices  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruf- 
fia,  in  all  of  which  /he  is  faid  to  have  been 
either  openly  or  tacitly  feconded  by  the  other 
two  powers;  general  complaints  are  made  of 
loffes  fuftained,  and  expences  incurred,  in  con- 
fcquence  of  the  frequent  troubles  in  Poland ;  th6 
fpirit  of  difcord  which  has  feized  the  nation  ia 
greatly  lamented,    and  a    moVii^  d^fcripttoii 

•  Sept.  igtb. 

o  3  given 


19*  tIFE   OF    THE  [l772» 

given  of  the  tnifcries  it  has  undergone,  and  of 
its  prefcnt  deplorable  fituation ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  total  diffolution  of  the  ftate  is  foretold 
to  be  the  confequcncc  of  the  prefent  anarchy 
and  diforder^  if  not  timely  prevented.  It  is  ac- 
knowledged, that  this  event  would  probably  de- 
ftroythe  harmony  and  friendlhip  at  prefent  fub- 
fifting  between  the  three  great  powers,  which 
puts  them  under  a  neceflity  of  taking  a  decifive 
part  in  fuch  critical  circumftances,  and  with  one 
accordj  to  take  fuch  efFefhial  meafures  as  would 
rc-eftablilh  tranquillity  and  good  order  in  Po- 
knd,.  and  put  the  ancient  conftitution  of  that 
kingdom,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  on 
a  fure  and  folid  foundation. 

Thus  far,  nothing  can  appear  more  generous 
or  laudable  than  the  condu6):  and  intentions  of 
the  great  allied  powers.  We  are  however  foon 
informed,  that  as  Poland  is  to  be  fo  highly  be- 
nefited by  the  mutual  friendfhip  and  harmony 
which  now  fo  happily  fubfifts  between  them,  it 
IS  alfo  right  that  they  (hould  derive  fome  advan- 
tage theoifelves  from  this  fortunate  concord, 
while  it  lafts,  the  uncertainty  of  its  continuance 
being  moft  emphatically  acknowledged.  Thus 
circumftanced,  as  they  have  refpeftively  very 
confiderable  claims  on  the  poflcffions  of  the 
republic,  they  will  not  expofc  them  to  the  ha- 
zard 
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zard  of  future  poflible  contingencies,  and  have 
therefore  determined  among  themfclves  to  aflcrt 
thofe  rights  and  claims  whicli  each  of  them  will 
hereafter  be  ready  to  juftify  in  time  and  placcj 
by  authentic  records,  and  folid  reafons. 

That  having  reciprocally  communicated  their 
refpedlive  rights  and  claims,  and  being  mutually 
convinced  of  their  jufticc,  they  have  determined 
to  fecurc  to  themfelves  a  proportionable  equi- 
valent, by  taking  immediate  and  efFcdlual  pof- 
Icflion  of  fuch  parts  of  the  territories  of  the  re- 
public, as  may  (ervc  to  fix  more  natural  sind/ure 
bounds  between  her  and  the  three  powers.  They 
alfo  promife  that  they  will,  hereafter,  give  an 
cxaft  fpecification  of  what  they  intend  refpec- 
tively  to  feize  upon  as  an  equivalent  \  and  mod 
gencroufly  difcharge  the  Poles  from  all  other 
debts,  dues,  demands,  and  claims,  of  whatever 
nature,  whether  on  the  pofleffions  or  fubjefts  of 
the  republic :  at  the  fame  time  inviting  all  ranl<J5 
and  orders  of  them  to  banilh,  or  at  lead  fuf- 
pend,  the  fpirit  of  difcord  and  delufion;  in 
order,  that  a  diet  being  legally  aflembled,  they 
might  co-operate  with  their  faid  majcfties,  in 
eilablifliing,  on  a  firm  and  folid  foundation,  the 
good  order  and  tranquillity  of  the  nation,  and 
may  at  the  fame  time  ratify,  by  public  ^ds,  the 
exchange  of  the  titles,  pretenfions^  and  claims  pf 

04  the 
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the  three  powers,   again  ft  the   equivalents   of 
which  they  have  taken  poiTellion, 

It  fcemed  by  the  delay  in  prefcnting  the  fpe- 
cifications,  as  well  as  by  their  fubfequcnt  condud, 
that  the  ufurping  powers  had  not  been  able  in  all 
thisxtime  to  agree  among  themfelvesj  upon  the 
ihares  which  they  fhould  refpeftively  feize  of  the 
ipoil,  in  the  divifion  of  this  miferable  country. 
Wc  accordingly  find  the  fame  ftudied  obfcurity 
iti  the(e  notifications,  that  are  obfervable  in  th^ 
manifefto. 

The  caufes  which  excited  an  equivocal  dc^^ 
fcription  of  limits  did  not,  however,  continue 
long  to  operate;  the  declarations  themfclves 
being  no  longer  confidered  as  binding,  than  till 
the  three  powers  could  agree  upon  an  arrange^ 
xnent  more  advantageous  to  themfelves. 

Notice  was  given  by  the  emprefs- queen  in  her 
Ipecification^  that  the  count  dc  Pergen  was  ap- 
pointed commiffary,  plenipotentiary,  and  go- 
yernor,  in  the  new  provinces,  and  the  people 
were  ftriftly  commanded  to  pay  ready  and  cheer- 
ful obedience  to  every  thing  he  fliould  ordain. 
They  were  alfo  informed,  that  though  the  day 
was  not  yet  appointed  for  their  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  her  imperial  majefty,  it  fhould 
however  be  foon  determined  upon :  and  they 
were  charged,  in  the  mean  time^  to  condu& 

themfelves 
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themfelves  as  quiet  and  obedient  fubjeds,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  the  oath  had  been  alread7 
adminiftered  -,  in  failure  of  which  they  were 
threatened  with  thofe  punilhments  due  to  rebel- 
lious fubjefts. 

The  fpccifications  delivered  by  the  emprefi  of 
Ruflia  were  as  little  adhered  to  as  thofe  prefcntcd 
by  the  emprefs-queen.  She  alfo,  by  way  of  in- 
demnification and  exchange  for  divers  ancient 
rights,  and  juft  and  indifputable  pretentions, 
feized  on  various  provinces  sand  people,  whom 
fhe  incorporated  for  ever  with  her  empire. 

The  cmprcfs  not  only  folcmnly  promifed  her 
new  fubjefts  the  free  and  public  cxercife  of  their 
religion,  and  fccurity  in  their  property,  but  alfo 
declared,  that  looking  upon  them  now  as  her  deaf 
children,  fhe  rendered  them  all  in  general,  and 
without  exception,  equal  (harers  in  all  the  rights^ 
liberties,  and  prerogatives  which'  her  ancient  fub- 
jefts  enjoy.  In  return  for  all  thefe  graces  »and 
benefits,  it  is  only  expefted  that  they  will  render 
themfelves  worthy  of  them,  by  a  fincere  love  of 
their  new  country,  and  an  inviolable  attachment 
to  fo  magnanimous  a  fovereign.  All  the  inha- 
bitants, from  the  higheft  to  the  lowcft,  were  at 
the  fame  time  (Iriftly  commanded  to  take  a  fo- 
lemn  oath  of  allegiance  to  her  tzarian  majefty,  in 
the  courfc  of  a  month  s  but  if  any  of  the  nobi- 
15  «ty 
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Kty  or  landholders  (hould  not  chufc  to  conform 
thereto,  they  were  allowed  three  months  to  fell 
their  lands,  and  to  retire  freely;  after  which 
lime,  all  unfold  lands  and  goods  were  to  be  con- 
fifcated.  The  declaration  alfo  fecures  to  the  jews 
the  free  exercifc  of  their  religion,  promifes  that 
a  ftridl  difcipline  (hall  be  obfcrved  by  the  troops, 
and  orders  that  the  emprefs  and  the  grand  duke 
fiiould  be  prayed  for  in  all  the  churches. 

As  the  king  of  Prufliaj  it  was  fuppofed,  would 
be  confidered  as  highly  in  the  character  of  a 
royal  philofopher  and  writer,  as  in  that  of  a  war- 
rior, a  more  clear  and  learned  illuftration  of  his 
rights,  was  accordingly  expefted  from  him,  than 
from  the  other  partitioning  powers.  His  fpe- 
cifications  were  ifllied  under  the  appellation  of 
letters  patent,  and  wehe  addreffcd  to  the  different 
cwrders  and  eftates  by  name,  whether  ecclefiafti- 
cal  or  fecular,  and  to  all  the  inhabitants  in  general 
of  the  territories  of  Pruflia  and  Pomerania,  hi- 
therto poffeflcd  by  the  kings  of  Poland ,  and 
alfo  to  thofc  diftruSls  on  this  fide  of  the  Nottce, 
hitherto  appropriated  to  Great  Poland. 

In  thefc  letters,  the  king  lays  down  the  follow- 
ing pofitions,  which,  he  fays,  are  fafts  notorious 
to  all  who  are  converfant  in  hiftory,  viz.  That 
the  kings  of  Poland  did  many  ages  ago  violently 
diffeife  the  dukes  of  Pomerania  of  that  pare  of 

the 
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the  duchy  called  PomcrelHa ;  and  that  they  have 
alfo  with  equal  injufticc  ufurped  and  dt^tained 
a  confiderable  diftrift  of  the  New  Mark,  lying 
on  this  fide  of  the  river  Nottcej  that  the  dukes 
of  Stettin  were  the  legal  and  natural  heirs  of  the 
dukes  of  Dantzic  j  that  the  latter  line  being  ex- 
tinguifiied,  fo  early  as  the  year  1295,  their  ter- 
ritories, which  confifted  of  that  city  and  Pome- 
rcllia,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  knights  of  the 
teutonic  order,  from  whom  (in  the  courfe  of 
fome  ages)  they  paflcd  into  thofe  of  the  kings  of 
Poland ;  by  all  which  means  the  houfe  of  Stettin 
was  deprived  of  its  rights,  and  prevented  ever 
after  from  recovering  them ;  and  that  the  houfe 
of  Brandenburgh  are  the  heirs  and  univerfal  fuc* 
ceffors  of  all  thofe  dukes  we  have  mentioned. 

Without  entering  into  the  fyftem  of  northern 
jurifprudence,  many  objcftions  will  arife  to 
claims  founded  upon  thefe  principles  -,  among 
which,  the  darknefs  of  the  hiftory  of  ignorant 
and  barbarous  nations  in  thofe  remote  times,  and 
the  uncertainty  in  attempting  to  trace  marriages, 
fettlements,  and  defcents,  through  the  families  of 
petty  lords,  whofe  names  are  doubtfully  prefcrvcd 
in  books  of  heraldry,  and  were  fcarcely  heard  of 
beyond  their  own  diftridls  when  they  lived,  arc 
fufficiently  obvious.  It  might  alfo  be  obferved, 
(hat  long  and  unimpeached  poffellion  is  acknow- 

Icdged, 
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Icdgcd,  by  the  univerfal  confent  of  mankind,  as 
the  moft  certain  and  equitable  title  by  which  a 
right  can  be  claimed  in  any  thing,  aiid  would  in 
itfelf  be  fufficient  to  preclude  any  claims  fct  up 
in  the  darknefs,  and  founded  upon  the  rubbifh  of 
a  blind  antiquity. 

Hiftoricalfafts,  however,  militate  as  ftrongly 
againft  thofe  claims,  as  any  reafons  drawn  from 
their  nature,  or  the  opinions  and  pradltice  of 
^  mankind.  It  appears  that  Meftvin,  the  laft  duke 
of  Dantzic,  four  years  before  his  death,  ap^ 
pointed  his  nephew  PremiQaus,  then  duke,  and 
afterwards  king  of  Poland,  to  be  his  heir,  and 
to  fucceed  to  all  his  territories;  that  having 
communicated  this  difpofuion  to  the  ftates  of  the 
country,  they  agreed  to  it,  and  were  in  his  life- 
time fworn  to  Prcmiflaus,  who  accordingly  fuc- 
ceeded  him,  upon  his  death,  in  the  year  1295* 
It  alfo  appears,  that  neither  the  dukes  of  Stettin, 
nor  thofe  of  Volgaft,  who  were  the  pcffeffors  of 
what  is  properly  called  Pomerania,  ever  pleaded 
their  rights,  if  they  had  fuch,  or  laid  any  claim 
to  thofe  territories,  though  they  frequently  Ihiftcd 
their  mafters,  and  were  more  than  a  century  and 
a  half  in  the  poITeffion  of  the  teutonic  knights. 
It  might  not  be  unworthy  of  obfervation,  that 
Premiflaus  fuccccded  to 'the  territory  of  Pome- 
rcUia,  122  years  before  Frederic,  the  burgravc 

of 
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of  Nurenburgh,  and  anccftor  to  the  prcfcnt 
royal  family  of  Pruflia,  had  purchafed  the  mar* 
quifate  of  Brandenburgh  from  the  emperor  Sigif- 
mund. 

It  is  alfo  a  qucftion  of  much  doubt,  whether 
Pomerellia  was  ever  confidered  as  a  part  of  Ger- 
many, much  Icfs  as  'a  fief  of  the  duchy  of  Po- 
mcrania  -,  the  empire  has  always  been  exccffi?ely 
tenacious  of  its  paramount  rights,  and  its  ne- 
g\c&  of  them  in  this  in(lance  would  be  as  extra- 
ordinary as  the  filcnt  acquicfccnce  of  the  dukes  of 
Stettin  in  the  lofs  of  a  fief,  which  was  guaran- 
teed to  them  by  its  laws  and  conftitution.     Per- 
haps it  may  be  necdleis  to  oli^rye,  that  in  the 
volumes  of  creattcs,  to  which,  in  the  courfe  of  fe^ 
veral  age$,  the  kings  of  Poland  and  the  ele&ora 
of  Brandenburgh  have  been  parties,  no  notice 
was  ever  taken  of  thofe  claims  now  made  by  the 
latter ;  that  if  any  fuch  claims  had  really  exiibed;^. 
they  muft  have  been  long  fince  out  off,  by  re- 
peated and  exa6t  fpecifications  of  limits  and  ter- 
ritories, or  renounced,    in    common  witli  all 
odiers,  in  return  for  thofe  valuable  grants  and 
confiderations.  which  the  elefloral   hoofe    had 
the  addrefs  to  obtain  in  its  coQceros  widi  the  re^ 
public  ;  and  that  fome  of  thefe  treaties  took  in, 
either  as  pardes  or  guarantees,  almoft  all  the 
great  powers  ia  Europe.  Or  if  it  Ihauld  be  fup* 

pofcd. 
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pofed^  that  chofe  claims  might  arife  from  the 
king's  potrefllon  of  Ducal  Pruffia^  it  (hould  be 
remembered  that  his  right  to  that  province  is 
founded  upon  no  better  title,  than  what  pro- 
ceeded from  the  perfidy  and  treachery  of  Albert 
of  Brandenburgh^  who  having,  in  breach  of  his 
truft  and  oath  as  grand  mafter  of  the  teutonic 
order,  betrayed  the  poflcffions,  which  they  had 
fo  dearly  earned  with  the  fword,  into  the  hands 
of  the  king  of  Poland,  received  that  province 
from  him  as  a  fief  in  reward  of  his  condud,  and 
as  his  (hare  of  the  fpoih 

The  king  of  Pruffia  was  well  aware  that 
thcfe  objeftions  as  well  as  many  others,  might 
be  made  to  the  nature  and  juftice  of  his  claims; 
he  accordingly,  in  the  letters  patent,  took  the 
trouble  to  obviate  one  of  the  former,  by  (hrewd- 
ly  obfcrving,  that  the  dukes  of  Stettin  had  never 
made  any  renunciation  of  their  rights  to  Pome- 
rellia ;  a  fadl  which  mud  be  as  readily  admitted^ 
as  that  they  never  claimed  or  pretended  any  fuch 
rights.  As  to  all  others,  he  referred  the  public, 
as  well  as  the  parties  concerned,  to  a  work, 
which  he  faid  was  then  in  the  prefs,  (but  which 
has  not  yet  been  publiflied,)  in  which  he  had  given 
to  all  Europe  inconteftible  proofs  of  his  rights, 
confirmed  by  authentic  records,  and  the  ftrongeft 

arguments  drawn  from  hiftory  and  law. 

Wc 
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Wc  (hall  enter  into  no  particular  difcuffion 
of  the  claims  of  this  prince,  upon  that  part  of 
Great  Poland  which  lies  between  the  Draga 
and  the  Notcce,  which  he  pretends  to  have 
been  originally  a  part  of  the  New  March  of 
Brandenburgh  j  the  rights  here  feem  to  be 
founded  upon  fimilar  principles,  and  liable  to 
many  of  the  objeftions  which  we  have  already 
mentioned.  From  thisftatc,  however,  of  proofs 
and  dedudions,  his  pruflian  majefty  concludes^ 
"  that  the  rights  of  Poland  to  thefe  provinces, 
'^  having  been  thus  in  its  origin  unjufl:  and 
'<  vicious,  cannot,  according  to  the  unanimous 
<<  opinion  of  all  civilized  nations,  be  corrected 
"  or  amended  by  a  long  prefcription ;  but 
"  rather  that  the  rights  of  the  houfc  of  Bran* 
«'  denburgh,  not  only  to  thofc  provinces,  but 
"  alfo  to  the  other  great  and  important  claims, 
"  fct  forth  in  the  manifefto,  remain  in  full 
"  force  and  integrity." 

Having  thus  cftablifhed  the  clearncfs  of  his 
titles,  and  the  equity  of  his  claims,  this  prince 
declares,  that  as  neither  his  inclinations  lead,  nor 
any  law  compels  him,  to  fufFer  any  longer  fuch 
great  and  various  ads  of  injuftice,  he  will  make 
ufe  of  the  means  in  his  hands,  not  only  to  re- 
cover the  provinces  thus  torn  by  Poland  from 
his  duchy  of  Pomerania  and  the  New  March 

of 
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of  Brandcnburgh,  I^ut  that  he  will  alfo  in- 
demnify himfclf  for  the  fruits  and  revenues  of 
thofc  extcnfive  provinces  during  this  long  de- 
tention of  them. 

To  this  end  he  therefore  feizes  all  that  part 
of  Great  Poland  fituated  on  this  fide  of  the 
Nottce,  and  alfo  all  the  territories  of  Pruffia 
and  Pomerania  on  this  and  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Viftula,  which  the  kings  of  Poland  have 
hitherto  pofleffcd  under  the  name  of  Poliih 
Prulfias  excepting  only  Dantzick  and  Thorn. 
As  the  king  is  fully  perfuaded  that  the  republic 
of  Poland)  having  well  weighed  his  demands^  as 
well  as  the  circumftances  attending  them,  will 
yield  to  his  rights,  finifh  all  differences  between 
them  by  amicable  treaties,  and  be  ready  and 
diJpofed  to  make  equitable  conventions  therein; 
he  therefore  exhorts  and  commands  the  people 
to  fubmit  thcmfelves  voluntarily  to  his  domi- 
nion, to  acknowledge  him  for  their  lawful  king 
and  mafler,  demean  themielves  as  faithful  and 
obedient  fub^ds,  and  abftain  from  all  commu- 
nication with  the  kingdom  of  Poland.  As  a 
fs^rther  and  immediate  pledge  of  their  fob- 
miflOon,  they  are  commanded  to  do  homage, 
and  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fidelity, 
in  fuch  manner  as  ftaU  be  fpecificd  to  them,  at 
fo  fliort  a  date  as  the  a7th  of  September,  though 

the 


t77^-]  EMPRESS    CATHARINE  H.  20^ 

the  letters  patent  were  only  figned  on  the  13th 
of  the  fame  month. 

Upon  a  ftrift  and  immediate  compliancy 
v^ith  thefe  conditions^  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
provinces  are  promifed  to  be  maintained  in 
their  pofTeflions  and  rights^  whether  eccknaftical 
or  civil,  and  efpecially  thofe  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  in  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  j 
and  that  in  general  they  (hall  be  (o  governed, 
that  every  fenfible  inhabitant  fhall  find  reafon 
to  be  content  and  happy^  and  have  no  caufc 
to  regret  this  change*  But  if,  on  the  contrary, 
any  perfon  fliould  prefumc  to  difobey  thofe 
orders,  by  any,  either,  aft,  or  negledl,  or 
ftiould  in  any  wife  render  himfclf  guilty,  or  even 
fuJpSled  of  infidelity  and  difobedience>  fuch 
delinquents  are  threatened,  without  exception 
of  perfons,  with  all  thofe  punifhrnents,  which  arc 
ufual  in  fuch  ca(es« 

No  fecurity,  either  of  perfon  or  property, 
is  granted  by  the  letters  patent,  to  thofe  who 
from  principles  of  honour,  or  confcicnce,  or  a 
diflike  to  foreign  laws  and  a  military  govern- 
ment, would  fooner  abandon  their  country  thad 
be  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  one^  or  fubmit  to 
a  compliance  with  the  other;  as  little  regard 
is  (hewn  to  the  rights  of  thofe  who  are  abfent 
in  other  countries,  and  who  from  the  Ihortneft 

VOL*  II.  P  of 
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of  the  time,  cannot  poflibly  comply  with  the 
terms  prefcribcd.    The  fame  difregard  to  the 
eftablifhed  rights  of  mankind  are  (hewn  in  the 
Auftrian  fpccifications,  by  which  no  alternative 
is  allowed  to  thofe  who  do  not  chufe  to  accept 
of  the  terms  propofcd,  nor  are  they  even  in- 
formed^ whether  they  are  to  be  governed  by 
their  own  laws,  or  by  any  other,  the  will  of  the 
count  de  Pcrgen  being  the  only  code  that  is  at 
prefcnt  communicated  to  them.    The  emprefs 
of  Ruffia,  indeed,  allows  three  months^  to  thole 
who  are  not  willing  to  fubmit  to  her  govern- 
ment, to  difpofe  of  their  eflfcfts,  with  liberty 
then  to  depart  where  they  plcafe,  which,  though 
much  too  fhort  a  time  to  anfwer  any  effectual 
pbrpofe,  carries  with  it,  however,  fome  ap- 
pearance of  equity  and  humanity,  which  the 
other  two  powers  feem  totally  regardlefs    of* 
Thcfe,  however,  are  matters  that  can  only  affeft 
the    landholders,  or  the  opulent  traders,   the 
bulk  of  the  people  are  confidercd  as  annexed 
to  the  foil,   which  they  niufl:   till,   and   raife 
recruits  for  the  armies:  as  for  the  others,  in 
the  prefent  righteous  fyftem>  of  difpofing  of 
the  rights  of  nations,  and  of  the  property  of 
mankind,    confifcations  may,   probably,    form 
no  inconfiderable  part  of  the  great  objedls  in 
view. 

It 
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It  has  findc  beefi  feen  how  faithfully  thefc  three 
powers  adhered  to  their  renunciation ! 

The  indignant  Poles  cried  out  againfk  thfc 
kyuftice.  They  claimed  the  intervention  of  the 
potentates  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of  Oliva; 
a  treaty  that  had  aflfured  to  them  the  integrity  of 
their  territory,  and  which  had  long  been  regarded 
as  the  grand  charter  of  the  north.  Some  of 
thefe  potentates  made  remonftrances,  notlefs  uh* 
arailing  than  the  complaints  of  the  Poles.  Not- 
content  with  having  already  ieized  on  a  part 
of  the  provinces  of  Poland,  the  three  imperial 
and  royal  fpoliators  infifted  that  a  diet  fliouk! 
fblemnly  make  to  them  the  ccffion  of  thcfe 
provinces. 

Of  all  the  extraordinary  afts  of  the  three 
partitioning  powers,  none  ftem  more  fo,  or  ari 
perhaps  more  incomprehenfible,  than  their  con- 
duft  with  refpedk  to  the  convocation  of  a  diet. 
They  urge,  in  the  manifeflfo,  with  the  moft 
prefling  earnefthefk,  the  whole  Polilh  nation  to 
lay  afide  their  animofities,  in  order  that  a  diet 
might  be  legally  aflfembted,  one  of  the  principd 
avowed  objedts  of  which,  was  to  ratify  thoft 
arrangements  they  had  already  decreed,  and  to 
acknowledge  their  right  in  the  equivalents  which 
they  had  fcized.  Upon  finding  jthat  the  king 
p  2  and 


ai2  LIFE   OP   THE  [l773- 

and  the  fcnate  did  not  enter  into  this  mearure 
with  the  alacrity  which  they  wiQied,  they  lofc 
all  appearance  of  temper^  and  forgetful  of  the 
refpeft,  due  either  to  a  king  or  a  republic, 
renew  the  demand  in  terms,  and  enforce  it 
with  menaces,  which  were  equally  unworthy  of 
both. 

The  diet  was  imniediately  convoked  and  af. 
(embled'*.  Promifes  and  money  were  lavilhed 
to  gain  over  the  deputies,  Neverthelefs  the 
majority  of  the  diet  for  a  long  time  refufed 
their  confent  to  the  difmemberment.  Provoked 
at  a  refiftance  which  had  not  been  expe£ted» 
the  minifters  of  the  three  courts  threatened 
the  diet  with  the  full  animadverfion  of  their 
fovereigns.  Tiiey  faid,  that  they  would  caufe 
the  king  to  be  arretted  and  depofed;  and  it  was 
privily  circulated  by  their  emiffarics,  that  if 
the  diet  refufed  its  compliance^  Warfaw  fhould 
be  delivered  up  to  pillage.  By  repeated  alure- 
inents  and  (Iratagems,  the  confent  of  the  diet 
was  at  length  obtained.  It  iflued  at  the  fame 
time  a  decree  to  confine  to  a  fmall  number 
of  days  the  time  of  their  fittings  f,  and  it 
appointed  commiffioners  to  fettle  with  the  mi* 

♦  The  19th  of  April  1773. 

f  It  broke  up  in  the  month  of  May. 

niltcrt 
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nifters  of  tht  three  courts  the  conditions  of  the 
partition.  It  may  cafily  be  imagined  that  thcfe 
conditions  were  dictated  by  the  minifters  them- 
felves.  They  were  figned  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember following. 

Some  nobles  of  the  ufurped  provinces  had 
the  courage  to  proteft  againft  the  treaty,  and 
to  publilh  manifeftos.  But  of  what  avail  were 
thcfe  folitary  exclamations  againft  numerous 
armies  ? 

Previous  to  the  convocation  of  the  diet,  and 
djjring  the  whole  of  its  continuance,  the  king 
h^d  loudly  declared  againft  the  partition.  Not* 
withftanding  this,  it  was  pretended  that  he 
fecretly  favoured  it,  and  perfons  who  knew 
his  former  dcvotedncfs  to  Ruffia,  could  not 
perfuade  thcmfelycs  that  he  would  now  give 
it  up. 

As  foon  as  the  acceffion  to  the  treaty  of  parti- 
tion was  voted,  feveral  of  the  principal  members 
of  the  diet  repaired  to  the  king,  and  reproached 
him  fliarply  with  the  ruin  of  their  country* 
The  monarch  at  firft  an(wcred  them  with  gende- 
nefs.  3ut  foon  perceiving  that  his  moderadon 
only  ferved  to  embolden  them  and  to  provoke 
freih  infults,  he  rofc  up,  threw  his  hat  upon  the 
floor,  and  faid  to  them  hi^iughdly,  "  Gentlemenj 
P^J  ^*  Jam 
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vicinity  of  the  Viftula,  and  by  the  city  of  Dant- 
zic,  of  which  Frederic  had  already  laid  the 
plan  of  rendering  himfelf  matter*. 

The  three  courts  who  thus  appropriated  to 
thiemfelves  the  fpoils  of  Poland,  were  not  un- 
mindful at  the  fame  time  of  putting  it  in  a  ftate 
of  impoflibility  ever  to  regain  what  they  had  now 
been  ufurping  from  it.  However  dangerous  the 
form  of  its  government  might  have  been,  they 
were  determined  to  render  it  ftill  more  corrupt. 
They  caufed  full  powers  to  be  granted  to  the 
commiHioners  of  the  diet,  to  employ  themfclves, 
in  concert  with  them  or  their  minifters,  in  mak- 

*  Even  fo  late  as  the  year  17679  the  emprefs  of  Rulfi« 
concluded  a  treaty  with  the  DantzickerSy  by  which  flic 
engaged  them  to  join  in  the  confederation  of  the  diffidents, 
and  in  which,  befides  renewing  and  confirming  the  former 
guarantees,  flie  engages  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  for  the 
maintaining  of  that  city,  in  all  its  rights,  liberties,  privileges, 
cufloms,  religious  or  civil;  and  fpecially  in  the  poflelfion  of 
its  territories  and  lands  ;  alfo  in  its  right  of  navigation, 
commerce,  port,  coinage,  and  garrifon,  without  any  diminu* 
tion  thereof;  (he  alfo  engages,  that  if  a  war  fliould  be  the 
confequence  of  the  prefent  difleniions,  and  that  it  fliould 
fuflain  any  injury,  either  as  to  its  goods,  revenues,  or  nghts, 
thereby,  it  (hould  not  only  receive  full  reparation  for  its 
lofTes  at  the  conclufion  of  a  peace ;  but  that  befides,  all  its 
rights  and  privileges  (hould  be  again  mod  ftrangly  gua^ 
I  an  teed,  not  only  by  herfclf,  but  alfo  by  all  the  other  high 
powers  who  were  engaged  with  her  in  the  caufe  of  the  dif* 
iidcnts.     Such  is  the  faith  and  f^curity  of  treatici* 

P  4  ing 
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ing  the  changes  required  by  the  conflitution  of 
the  republic;  and,  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of 
correfting  its  defcfts,  they  aggravated  them  fo 
us  to  render  them  incurable. 

After  conferences  prolonged  by  repeated  de- 
lays, a  new  diet  was  aflembled,  in  which  the 
iriinifters  of  the  three  courts  propofed  their  plan 
of  reform.  The  diet  was  more  tumultuous  and 
more  untraftable  than  the  preceding;  and, 
in  fpite  of  the  influence  of  the  ruffian  minifter, 
who  caufed  his  fecretary  to  read  the  new  projedt 
of  the  conftitution,  this  projcdl  was  at  firft 
rejcfted  *• 

By  thefe  laws  the  houfe  of  Saxdny  and  other 
foreign  princes,  who  might  have  preferved  the 

integrity 

♦  It  18  too  curious  for  us  not  to  iiUroduce  here  the  bafcs 
of  itf  as  well  as  the  preamble  of  the  captious  memorial 
which  the  miniftcrs  pf  the  three  courts  prefented  at  the 
fame  time : 

"  The  courts  are  fo  ftrongly  intcrelled  in  the  pacification 
P*  of  Poland,  that  while  the  bufinefs  is  in  hand  of  preparing 
5<  the  treaties  fcr  being  figned  and  ratified,  their  minifteri 
««  think  that  not  an  inftant  (hould  be  loft  of  that  in- 
"  eftimable  interval,  for  reftoring  order  and  tranquillity  to 
**  that  kingdom.  We  (hall  now  therefiare  communicate 
f*  to  tlie  commifllon,  a  part  of  thofe  fundamental  laws,  to 
"  the  apccptance  whereof  our  courts  will  not  permit  any 
!J  obftaclc  or  delay. 

«<  I.  The  crown  of  Poland  (hall  be  elective  for  ever^  and 
f?  all  order  of  fucceffion  (hall  remain  prohibited.      Any 

.         f*  perfq^ 
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Integrity  of  the  remnant  of  Poland,  were  ex* 
eluded  from  the  throne,  the  liberum  veto,  with 
the  other  dangerous  privileges  of  the  nobility, 
confirmed,  and  all  the  diforders  perpetuated. 

Stackclberg  was  ftill  ambaflador  from  Ca- 
tharine at  Warfaw  ♦.    More  pliant  than  Repnin, 

he 


^*  perfon  who  fhall  attempt  to  infringe  this  law,  (hall  be  de-' 
**  clared  an  enemy  of  the  country,  and  profecated  as 
«  fuch. 

"  2.  Foreigners  who  afpire  to  the  throne,  occailoning 
**  moft  frequently  divifions  and  troubles,  ihall  henceforward 
**  be  excluded,  and  a  law  fhall  be  pafled,  that  in  future  none 
"  but  a  Pole  by  parentage,  bom  a  gentleman,  (hall  be  . 
**  capable  of  being  eleded  king  of  Poland  and  grrand  duke 
**  of  Lithuania.  The  fon  or  g^ndfon  of  a  king  (hall  not  be 
*«  eligible  immediately  after  the  death  of  his  father,  or  of  hii 
*<  grandfather ;  and  he  (hall  not  be  fe  till  after  the  interval 
<*  of  two  reigns. 

<<  3.  The  government  of  Poland  (hall  be,  and  (hall 
^<  continue  for  ever  a  free  and  independent  government,  and 
«*  of  the  republican  form. 

"  4.  The  true  principles  of  that  government  confiding  m 
f*  an  exaft  obfervancc  of  the  laws,  and  in  the  equilibrium  of 
*•  the  three  orders,  viz.  the  king,  the  fenate,  and  the 
**  nobility,  a  permanent  council  (hall  be  eftabli(hed  to  which 
<<  fhall  be  attributed  the  executive  power.  Into  this  council 
<<  fhall  be  admitted  perfons  of  the  rank  of  nobility,  who  have 
**  been  hitherto  excluded  from  the  adminiftration  of  affairs, 
f<  in  the  interval  of  the  diets,"  ^c. 

*  It  is  well  known  that  of  all  the  Poles,  the  king  was  him 
^or  whpm  Stackclberg  had  the  leaft  refpedt.    Whenever  he 

was 
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he  was  neither  Ie(s  haughty  nor  lefs  addi£led 
to  intrigue.  By  dexterity  and  corruption  he 
gained  over  the  majority  of  the  deputies,  and 
the  diet  approved  of  the  new  form  of  government. 
It  feesoed  proper  now  that  thb  pernicious  plan  of 
government,  eftablilhed  by  Ruflia,  Auftria>  and 
Fruflla,  (hould  be  maintained  and  upheld  by 
thofe  powers :  but  they  delayed  not  to  take  ad* 
vantage  of  its  defefls  to  bring  it  to  total  de- 
ftruflion. 

The  pruflian  troops,  from  their  firft  entrance 
kno  die  dominions  of  Poland,  without  the 
pretence  or  colour  of  war,  afted  in  every 
refpeft  as  if  they  had  come  to  revenge  un- 
paralleled injuries  in  the  country  of  the  mod 
odious  enemy;  and  even  exceeded  what  is 
pradifed  upon  thofe  occafions  between  civilized 
nations.  Their  monarch  feems  upon  this  occa- 
JRon  to  have  exhauftcd  the  whole  of  his  fertile 
genius,  in  finding  out  new  modes  of  rapine^ 


wt%  in  company  with  that  prince^  he  ufcd  to  place  htmfelf 
without  ceremony  before  him,  with  his  back  to  the  fire,  and 
holding  up  the  ikirts  of  his  coat. — ^The  king  one  day  paid  a 
Tifit  to  Stackelberg.  He  was  dealing  the  cardi  at  the  gasne 
of  pharaot  and  without  quitting  hk  play,  he  iat  ftiU  and 
'  fhewed  the  king  a  chair,  making  a  iign  to-  him  to  fit  down. 
Every  perfon  at  Warfaw  was  plainly  convinced  that  the 
niffiaa  minifter  was  the  real  kiog  in  that  caphal. 

oppreflion. 
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opprcflion,  and  tyranny.  No  forms  were  ob- 
fcrvcd,  no  naeafures  were  kept,  and  even  the  or- 
dinary appearances  and  trappings  of  juftice  were 
Ihamelcfsly  thrown  by. 

It  has  been  computed,  that  at  a  moderate 
eftimation  he  carried  off,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
year  177 1,  from  the  province  of  Great  Poland 
and  the  adjoining  diftrifts,  twelve  thoufand  h* 
milies,  who  were  fcnt,  with  their  effe£fcs,  to 
flock  the  barren  fands  and  bleak  wilds  of  hi& 
hereditary  dominions.  In  the  fame  year  he 
publifhed  an  edi£t,  commanding  every  perfon^ 
under  the  fevereft  penakies,  and  even  corporal 
pimifhrnent,  to  take  in  payment  for  forage,  pro- 
vilionsy  corn,  horfes,  &c.  the  money  which 
fhould  be  offered  by  his  troops  and  commifla- 
ries.  This  money  was  either  filver,  bearing  th^ 
impreflion  of  Poland,  and  worth  only  one-third 
of  its  nominal  value,  or  elfe  ducats,  ftruck  in 
imitation  of  the  dutch  ducats,  (which  from  their 
intrjnfic  worth  are  current  in  every  part  of  Ger- 
many and  the  north,),  that  were  feventeen  per 
ccnd  below  them  in  valtae.  With  this  bafe 
money  he  bought  up  corn  and  forage  enough, 
not  only  to  fupply  his  army  for  two  whole  years; 
but  alfo  to  (lock  magazines  in  the  country 
where  the  provifions  were  bought,  which  were 
afterwards  converted  inta  markets^  where  the 
7  inhabitants 
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inhabitants  were  obliged  to  come  and  re-pur* 
chafe  corn^  at  an  advanced  price>  for  their  daily 
fubfiftence,  and  to  pay  for  it  with  good  moriey ; 
his  commiiTarics  refuting  to  take  baclc  the  fame 
coin>  which  they  had  before  obliged  the  people 
ID  receive.  It  is  faid^  that  the  king  gained^  in 
this  (ingle  article  of  extordon  and  injuftice^ 
fcvtn  millions  of  dollars  ^  whtch»  though  an 
tmaiing  fun^  and  that  the  calculation  may  be 
large  j  yet  if  we  recoiled,  that  by  being  mafter 
that  year  of  the  Villula,  he  became  poifelfcd  of 
all  the  corn  in  Poland  that  was  intended  for 
the  Dantaic  market,  befides  whac  his  troops 
eoukl  Uy  hands  on  in  Great  Poland  and 
Pruffia,  and  remember  at  the  fame  time  the 
exceeding  fcarcity  and  great  price  of  that  com- 
modity, both  in  Germany  and  all  the  neigh- 
bouring countries!  we  may  perhaps  find  reafon 
not  to  think  the  fum  much  exaggerated. 

Excelfive  contributions  were  at  firft  extorted, 
which  were  afterwards  doubled  and  trebled,  both 
in  Great  Poland  and  Royal  Pruflia.  Unheard-^ 
of  gabclles  were  at  length  impofcd,  and  the  pro- 
^ftant  cities  of  Dantzic  and  Thornc  furrounded 
with  cuftom-houfcs,  at  which  exorbitant  duties 
were  levied  upon  all  the  ncceffaries  of  life,  as 
dbyey  were  carried  into  market.  In  a  word,  the 
nii^">^*  from  the  abbics,  conventSj^  cathedrals^ 

and 
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and  nobles>  were  fo  exorbitant^  and  at  kngth 
grew  fo  much  beyond  their  abilities,  that  the 
canons  of  Gnefna  ihut  up  the  churchy  and 
abandoned  their  cathedral  -,  the  prieils  fled  from 
their  cures,  the  monks  from  their  monafteries, 
and  the  nobles  from  their  eftates.  Thofe 
whom  age  or  infirmities  prevented  from  flying, 
were  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  carried  ofi^  as 
criminals. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  young  men  were  every 
where  feizcd,  and  fcnt  off^  to  fill  up  the  prufliati 
armies.  When  all  the  ingenuity  of  device,  and 
all  the  rcfources  of  oppreffion,  rapine,  and 
tyranny,  fecmed  at  length  to  be  exhaufted,  a 
new  one  was  difcovered,  which  was  before 
unheard-of  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind.  Every 
town  and  village  was  obliged  to  fumifh  a  cer* 
tain  number  of  .marriageable  girls,  to  each  of 
whom  the  parents  were  to  give,  as  a  portion,  t 
feather-bed,  four  pillows,  one  cow,  two  hogs* 
and  three  ducats  in  gold;  all  of  which  were 
fent  to  dock  the  king's  dominions.  One  fmall 
town  in  Pofnania,  with  its  diftrift,  was  obliged 
to  furnifli  general  Belling  with  fifty  marriage- 
able girls  and  their  portions ;  and  the  roads  were 
covered  with  waggons,  loaded  with  this  new 
fpecies  of  contribution.  Thus  were  the  chil- 
dren torn  from  the  arms  of  their   unhappy 

parents^ 
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parents^  and  the  wretched  brides  obliged  to 
abtndon  their  countr^j  their  religiooi  their  lan« 
guagCi  their  friends,  and  all  the  dear  con* 
nedions  of  life,  to  be  tranfported  to  unknown 
cotintries,  married  to  men  they  never  faw^  and 
10  live  in  a  ftatc  of  mutual  hatred  with  people 
whom  they  could  not  underftand.  Thefe  op* 
preflions  continued  from  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  1770,  to  the  fame  time  in  the  year  1772, 
when  the  partition  of  Poland  was  forauUy  de- 
jdared. 

It  will  be  difficult  for  pofterity  to  know  which 
mod  to  admire,  the  great  power  of  Ruflia,  or  the 
magnificence  of  its  emprefs,  when  they  are  io- 
formed,  that  in  the  courfe  of  fb  long,  To  expen- 
five,  and  fo  widely  extended  a  war,  her  expences, 
whether  in  rewards  to  her  generals  and  officers, 
in  prefents  to  learned  men,  in  the  encouragement 
of  arts,  or  in  the  purchafe  of  libraries,  fiatues, 
pdures,  antiques,  and  jewels,  infinitely  exceed 
thofe  of  any  late  or  prefent  european  prince 
except  Lewis  XIV.  Among  many  inftanccs  of 
this  nature  which  might  be  given,  a  diamond  of 
an  enormous  fize  which  (he  purchafed  this  year 
may  be  fufficient.  This  diamond,  which  weighs 
779  carats,  was  brought  fome  years  before  by  a 
greek  gendeman  from  Ifpahan  to  Holland,  and 
depofitcd  hr  fccurity  m  the  baDk>  till  he  cookl 

meet 
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meet  with  a  purchafer:  the  grcatneis  of  the 
price  would  have  made  this  difficulr,  if  the 
emprefs  of  RuITia  had  not  exifted.  She  paid  up- 
wards of  ioo,oooI.  ftcrling  for  it,  bcfides  fetdiag 
a  pcnfion  for  life,  of  4000  rubles,  iipon  the 
gentleman,  which  amounts  to  little  lefs  than 
loool,  ftcrling  a-ycar. 

While  Catharine  was  acquiring  by  negod* 
ations  a  part  of  the  provinces  of  Poland,  her 
armies  continued  to  ravage  the  frontiers  rf 
Turkey.  Fortune  however  was  not  always 
favourable  to  her.  Fourteen  thoufand  Ruffians, 
in  attempting  to  pafs  the  Danube,  were  fur- 
prifcd*  by  Dagheftan-Ali,  paftia,  and  600  of 
them  remained  prifoners  with  the  Turks.  Prince 
Repnin  was  of  that  number.  He  was  conveyed 
to  Conftantinople,  and  (hut  up  in  the  caftle  of 
fevcn  towers,  to  which  he  was  led  in  cavalcade, 
with  the  other  prifoners  who  had  been  formerly 
taken,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  three 
thoufand,  through  the  ftreets  of  that  city  j  ex- 
hibiting by  this  means  a  kind  of  political  tri- 
umph, calculated  to  flatter  national  vanity,  and 
to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people; 

Marlhal  RomantzofFcroflcd  the  Danube,  in  or- 
der to  marchdireAtoSiliftria.  Fouriborethou£uid 

•  At  GiurgcTo. 

Turks 
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Turks  were  encamped  on  the  adjacent  heightSt 
General  Veiflmann  attacked  them:  they  fhuc 
themfelves  up  in  the  town.  Romantzoff  marched 
up  to  it  the  following  day.  The  grand  vizir  had 
already  detached  from  his  army  56,000  men  for 
the  purpofc  of  relieving  Siliftria*  RomantzoflT 
efieded  his  retreat  during  the  night  1  but  he  was 
haraflcd  by  the  Turks,  who  killed  a  great  num- 
ber of  his  people.  Obliged  to  repafs  the  Danube^ 
that  general  went  and  encamped  near  Yablonitchj 
in  Valakhia. 

The  grand  vizir  occupied  the  left  bank  of  the 
Danube.  A  detachment  of  his  army  defeated  a 
confiderable  body  of  RuOians  at  Rofkana.  Thelc 
ieparate  batdes  often  turned  out  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Ottomans. 

As  the  Danube  was  the  boundary  between  the 
hoftilc  armies,  it  became  of  courfe  the  fccne  of 
continued  aftion ;  its  wide-extended  waters,  its 
iflands,  and  its  banks,  affording  endlefs  opportu« 
nitics  for  that  dcfultory  kind  of  war,  which  con* 
fifts  of  furprifes  by  night,  and  ambufcades  by 
day,  of  alternate  flight  and  purfuit,  and  in  which 
from  the  vicinity  of  the  hoftile  troops,  and  the 
facility  of  embarkation  and  dcfcent,  neither  reft 
nor  fccurity  is  to  be  obtained  on  either  fide.  A 
bloody,  ruinous  kind  of  war,  which  foon  de- 
vours great  armies  j  and  in  which  livc3  are  loft 

without 
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without  effcft>  and    courage    exerted  without 
honour. 

This  dcftrudlive  kind  of  war  was  not,  how- 
ever>  a  matter  of  choice  with  the  Ruffians ;  and 
the  Turks  were  too  fkilfuUy  commanded  to  forego 
the  advantages  which  the  nature  of  the  couritry 
and  die  river  afforded.  To  them,  who  were  at 
home,  and  abounded  with  men,  the  lofs  of  lives, 
if  attended  with  no  other  confcquence,  was  pro- 
dudive  of  no  real  weakncfs ;  while  on  the  fide 
of  the  Ruffians  every  lofs  was  irreparable,  or,  at 
beft,  could  fcarcely  be  fupplicd  fooner  than  the 
end  of  the  campaign*  In  fuch  circumftanccs, 
it  would  be  wrong  to  judge  from  events :  nor 
were  the  ruffian  generals  blamable  for  uQng 
thtir  utmoft  efforts  to  bring  matters  to  an  imme* 
diate  crifis  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Danube,  as 
it  was  the  only  means  by  which  they  could 
thange  the  nature  of  the  war,  and  prcfcrve 
their  beft  troops  from  mouldering  away  in  inef- 
fcftual  fcrvice.  On  the  other  hand  it  muft  be 
acknowledged,  that  the  grand  vizir,  by  not  fore- 
going any  of  the  advantages,  and  by  making  the 
beftufe  of  the  means  that  were  in  his  power,  by 
prcferving  the  grand  army  whole,  and  by  wifely 
abftaining  from  a  general  engagement,  though 
frequently  urged  to  it,  at  the  fame  time,  that  by 
repeatedly  pouring  detachments  upOn  them,  he 

VOL.  II.  Q^      ,  kept 
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kept  the  Ituflians  in  hot  and  Continued  a&ion, 
has  undoubtedly  performed  in  this  campaign  the 
part  of  a  great  captain. 

Diicontented^  however,  at  perceiving  that 
her  armies  had  not  lately  been  gaining  new  vic« 
torieSi  Catharine  fent  difpatches  to  marfbal  Ro« 
mantzoflTj  deliring  to  be  informed  why  he  did 
not  give  batde*  The  general  returned  for  an- 
fwer,  that  it  was  becaufe  the  grand  vizir  had 
three  dmes  more  people  than  he^  and  might 
cafily  find  his  advantage  in  fuch  an  event.-— Ca* 
tharine  wrote  immediately  in  reply»  '^  The  Ro- 
'^  mans  never  alked  after  the  number  of  their 
"  enemies,  but  where  they  were,  in  order  to 
*  fight  them." 

Some  trifling  engagements  which  happened 
between  the  hoftile  powers  on  the  Black  Sea,  an* 
fwercd  no  other  purpofe  than  to  fhew,  that  froil» 
•  the  badnefs  of  their  veflels,  and  the  wretched-* 
nefs  of  their  failors,  the  one  was  nearly  as  ill 
framed  to  acquire,  as  the  other  was  to  prcfcrve, 
the  dominion  of  that  boifterous  gulf. 

The  ruffian  operations  in  the  Levant  were 
not  this  year  attended  with  any  great  eclat,  or 
produdiveofanyconfidcrable  advantages.  Their 
force,  however,  at  the  beginning  of  the  cam- 
paign, fccms,  by  the  accounts  of  it  that  have 
Jbeen  publiflicd,  to  have  been  pretty  coaQder- 

able; 
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able  $  and  is  faid  to  have  confifted  of  17  (hips  of 
the  line,  of  which  three  were  unfit  for  fcrvice, 
13  ftout  frigates  from  a2  to  44  guns>  three 
cnglilh  veflels  (i/diich  they  had  purchafed)  of  20 
guns  eachi  and  a  number  of  fmall  ragufan  and 
duleignot  veflelsi  which^  with  galliots,  che- 
bequesj  and  chebequins,  amounted  in  the  whole 
to  about  fifty.  The  complement  of  men  which 
the  ruflian  ihips  brought  from  the  Baltic  was 
about  14,000  ;  but  of  thefe  many  had  died,  and 
numbers  were  unfit  for  fcrvicc :  the  fmaller  veC- 
fels  of  different  kinds  were  manned  by  3500 
Greeks  and  Albanians.  Thefe,  who  were  fit  for 
nothing  but  a  piratical  war,  committed  many 
robberies  on  the  fhips  of  all  nations,  and  had 
long  been  the  fcourge  and  ruin  of  die  grecian 
iflands. 

The  ifle  of  Paros,  anciendy  femous  for  its 
wine  and  its  marble,  but  rendered  immortal  by 
its  ilatuaries,  had  long  been  the  principal  fta- 
tion  of  the  Ruffians.  Though  the  fituadon  of 
this  ifland,  it  lying  about  midway  between  the 
MoTca  and  the  LefTer  Afia,  might  feem  in  fome 
Tcfpedls  to  render  it  an  eligible  (lation,  it  leems 
in  many  others  to  be  greatly  dcfedtive :  among 
thefe,  its  diflance  firo'm  either-coaft,  particularly 
from  that  of  the  LefTer  Afia,  might  be  confi- 
0^2  dered 
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dcred  as  a  principal  objedion  ;  and  its  fmallneis 
and  barrenncis  made  it  an  uncomfortable  [dace  of 
rtfireihment  and  recovery  forfuch  great  numbers. 
It  indeed  feems  furprifing,  tbatj  after  the  extra* 
ordinary  fortune  by  which  they  deftroyed  the 
turkiih  fleet,  and  thereby  becaine  the  uncon- 
trolled fovercigns  of  thofe  fcas,  the  Rufliana 
ihould  not,  in  fo  many  years,  have  been  able  to 
poflefs  themfclvcs  of  any  one  confiderable  ifland, 
which  by  its  products  might  have  been  a  fup- 
port  in  their  enterprifes,  and  by  its  ftrength  m 
fecurity  in  cafe  of  misfortune. 

A  drift  connexion  and  alliance  had  long  fub- 
lifted  between  the  RuOlans  in  the  Mediterranean, 
Ali  Bey,  and  the  Cheik  Daher ;  and  the  latter 
were  frequently  affiftcd  in  their  attempts  upo* 
the  turkifh  ports  on  the  coafts  of  Syria  and  Pa- 
Icftine,  by  the  ruffian  (hips,  who  occafionally 
landed  troops  and  artillery  for  that  purpofev 
iThey  alfo  fupplied  them  with  fome  officers,  en- 
gineers, and  a  few  hundreds  of  Greeks  and  Alba- 
nians, to  manage  their  artillery.  Previous  to 
Ali  Bey's  departure  for  the-invafion  of  Egypt, 
he  fent,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  one  of  his 
principal  officers  and  bofom  friends,  to  the  iflc 
of  Paros,  to  renew  and  ftrengthcn  the  alliance 
with  count  OrlofF,  and  to  negotiate  the  affiftancc 

he 
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he  (hould  require  in  the  progrefsof  his  cntcijprife, 
as  well  as  to  difcover  the  extent  of  the  fricndfliip 
and  protedtion  he  might  expeft  in  cafe  of  mif*- 
fortune.  This  envoy  having  met  with  as  kind  a 
reception  as  he  could  wi(h,  carried  back  a  letter 
from  count  OrloflP,  in  which  he  promifed  Ali 
Bey  every  affiftance  in  his  power,  and  pledged 
him(elf>  in  the  mod  facred  manner,  that  he 
ihould  never  be  abandoned,  and  that  in  the 
worft  extremity  he  Ihould  find  an  afylum  in  the 
j-uflian  empire,  where  he  ihould  be  as  highly  re- 
fpcGttd  as  he  had  been  in  iEgypt.  The  defeat 
and  death  of  this  bold  and  unfortunate  adven- 
turer put  an  end  to  the  hopes  of  advantage 
which  the  Ruffians  would  have  had  a  right  to  en- 
tertain, if  he  had  fucccedcd  in  recovering  the 
poffeffion  of  that  country. 

The  Ruffians,  in  the  month  of  April,  or  the  be- 
ginning of  May,  made  an  unfuccefsful  defcenc 
upon  the  ifland  of  Ncgropont,  in  which  they  fuf- 
fcred  great  lofs,  thcTurkshavingtotallyqutofFall 
the  men  that  were  landed.  They  foon  afterwards 
quitted  the  ifland  of  Paros  entirely,  thc.(Jck>  with 
part  of  the  fleet,  being  fent  to  Leghorn,  where 
they  fixed  an  hofpital,  and  the  fliips  were  refitted; 
the  reft  were  employed  in  cruizes  or  expedidons. 
They  likewifc  made  fcveral  defcents  upon  the 
0^3  iflandj 
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^^^         From  that  time  the  emprefs  bent  her  thoughts 

^^L      to  the  choice  of  a  fit  confbrt  for  the  grand  duke, 

^^B      In  this^  howevefj  fhe  found  herfelf  fomewhat 

^^K      t  mbarrafled.    She  wifhed  not  for  a  princels  whp 

^^L      iiught  probably  become  her  rivals  and  who,  pro* 

^^(      ftting  by  her  example,  was  capable  of  forming 

attempts  on  her  throne  and  her  life.    She  was 

rather  in  fearch  of  one  who  had  neither  the 

fiieulties  nor  the  defire  of  rendering  herfelf  for- 

fnidable.   The  emprefs  at  length  fixed  her  views 

on  the  daughters  of  the  landgrave  of  Hcflc- 

Darmftadt.     Thcfc  princeffcs  were  three  fitters. 

Catharine   invited  their  mother  to  accompany 

them  to  her  court.    How  contrary  focver  to 

long-eftabliihed  cuftom  as  this  propdkl  might 

appear,    the   landgravine    of  Hefle-Darmttadt 

accepted  it  without  hefitation.     That  princefs 

was  ambitious ;  and  therefore  ihe  liftened  only 

to  the  hope  of  placing  one  of  her  daughters  on 

the  throne  of  RufTia  :  (he  fct  out  for  Peterfburg. 

The  emprefs  received  her  with  magnificence^ 

and  loaded  her  with  prefents*.    After  having 

had  time  p  form  a  judgment  of  the  three  youqg 

'     princefiesj  Catharine  chofe  for  the  ipoufe  of  the 

grand  duke  the  princefs  Wilhelmina,  who  em« 

*  She  even  infifted  that  the  landgrave  fliould  permit  her 
to  defray  the  whole  expence  of  her  journey  thither. 

^4  braced 
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braced  the  greek  orthodox  fyftem  of  faith  *>  and 
was  joined  in  wedlock  to  the  heir  of  the  tzars  f. 

Prince 

*  The  ceremony  of  the  future  graad  duchefs's  profeffion 
pf  the  greek  faith  was  performed  Aug.  26,  in  the  chapel  of 
the  winter  palace.     After  abjuring  her  former  religion,  and 
making  a  (hort  fpeech  to  the  metropolitan  archbifhop  of  St* 
.  Peterfburg,  (he  was  anointed  by  him  according  to  the  rites 
pf  the  ordiodox  greek  churchy  and  baptized  into  that  £uth 
by  the  name  of  Natalia  Alexievna,  and  the  next  morning  was 
betrothed  to  the  grand  duke  in  the  chapel  of  the  fummer 
palace.  This  ceremony  confifted  in  the  exchanging  of  rings : 
thefe,  having  firfib  had  the  benedidion  pronounced  on  them 
by  his  eminence  the  archbifhop  of  St.  Peterfburg,  were  de* 
Uvered  to  the  grand  duke  and  the  princefs^  and  by  them  to 
the  empreft ;  who,  taking  the  grand  duke's,  prefented  it  to 
the  princefi,  giving  the  princefs's  to  the  grand  duke  in  ex- 
change :  which  done,  they  both  kiifed  the  emprefs's  hand* 
After  mafs  was  over,  (which  was  celebrated  with  great  pomp 
and  folemnity,  on  account  of  its  being  the  feftival  of  the 
holy  handkerchief,  a  great  day  in  this  church,)  the  foreign 
minifters  had  the  honour  of  kiifing  her  imperial  majefty's 
hand,  and  making  their  compliments  to  her :  foon  after 
which,  her  majcfty,  attended  by  the  whole  court,  proceeded 
to  the  great  £aloon,  where  (he  dined  upon  the  throne  with 
the  grand  duke  and  duchefs,  and  was  ferved  on  this  occafion 
by  the  gr^t  officers  of  the  houfehold.     The  four  firft  claffes 
of  the  nobility  dining  at  different  tables  in  the  fame  room, 
and  the  foreign  minifters  with  the  vice-chancellor  at  his 
houfe.     In  the  evening  there  was  a  ball  at  court,  and  the 
gardens  of  the  fummer  palace  were  finely  illumiaated,  as  was 
the  whole  town,  and  the  (hips  in  the  river.     It  is  fcarcely 
poffible  to  exceed  the  fplendor  and  magnificence  which  ap- 
peared on  this  occafion. 

^  The  10th  of  0£tober  being  the  day  appointed  for  the 
ediebration  of  the  marriage  of  hb  imperial  highnefs  the  grand 

duke 
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Prince  OrloST  and  his  party  were  in  hopcf 
that  thb  marriage  would  be  prefently  followe4 
by  the  difgrace  of  Panin.  Orders  were  fcnt 
him  to  leave  the  apartments  which  he  occupied 
in  the  palace  in  quality  of  governor  of  Paul 
PetroWtch.  His  friends  took  the  alarm.  The 
courtiers  became  (hy  of  him.  He  imagined 
himfelf  undone :  but  his  pupil  had  the  generoficy 
to  oppofe  himfelf  to  the  ftormi  and  haftening 
to  his  mother,  rcprefcnted  to  her,  that  Panio 
bad  been  always  a  faithful  fervant  of  the  empire, 
and  that  it  would  be  too  cruel  an  aft  to  difmiis 
him  from  the  court,  at  the  very  moment  when 


duke  with  the  cldeft  princefs  of  HefTe-Darmftadt,  the  fetr 
firft  clafles  of  the  nobility  affembled  in  the  Ka&nflcoy  chuitdt 
$Lt  Peterfburgy  the  ftreets  of  that  city  being  lined  with 
guards  and  fome  regiments  of  foot.  About  noon,  .upon '« 
fignal  being  given,  the  proceffion  fet  out  from  the  winter 
palace,  and  proceeded  to  the  church,  in  the  centre  of  whick 
was  a  throne  richly  decorated  for  the  empre&,  and  on  die 
nght  hand  a  gallery  for  their  imperial  highnefleiB,  with  their 
princely  attendants  ;  and  on  the  left,  another  for  the  foreiga 
minifters.  The  body  of  the  church  was  filed  with  the  four 
firft  claffes  of  nobility.  His  eminence  Gabriel  archbifhop  of 
Novgorod  and  St.  Peterfbprg  performed  the  marriage  ceremo- 
ny, and  afterwards  preached  a  fermon/uitable  to  the  occafioo. 
The  conclufion  of  the  whole  was  proclahned  by  a  running 
fire  of  the  mufketry,  and  the  procefiioaxetumed  in  the  fame 
prder  in  which  it  came.  The  feilivitiet  on  this  occasion  weie 
continued  from  the  loth  to  the  aii^  with  only  three  days 
intermifiTion. 

he 
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he  had  the  gre^eft  right  to  e9ipt6k  fubftanda^ 
tewards.  This  procedure  wrought  a  change  in 
the  mind  of  the  enoprefs.  Inftead  of  retaining 
her  reiblution  of  fending  an  order  to  Panin^t^ 
retire  fronv  the  courts  Ihe  wrote  to  him  a  letter 
fiill  of  teftttnonies  of  afieftion ;  and^  thankmg 
htm  for  the  care  he  had  bellowed  on  the  edii* 
cation  of  the  grand  tkA:e»  ihe  confirmed  hipd 
in  die  appointment  of  mini^r  of  foreign 
MBUrs* 

^    It  was  afew  days  priorto  the  grand  duke's  mar- 
itage^andonthe  anni^erfary  of  hercoronation^that 
the  emprefi  loaded  count  Panin^  who  had  been 
his  governor,  with  honours  and  emoluments. 
She  beftowed  ^pon  that  nobleman,  in  perpetuity, 
am  efh^  valued  .at  mear  7000L  a-year,  and  a 
penfion  for  life  to  the  fame  amount,  befides  an 
appointment  of  about  half  that  fum  for  con- 
du£ting  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  toge« 
Aer  with  the  choice  c^f  any  houfc  in  Petcrlburg, 
to  be  purchafed  for  his  refidence,  and  an  allow- 
ance of  money  for  plate  and  furniture,  of  about 
35,OooU    She  alfo  (hewed  a  proportional  mu- 
nificence to  all  the  officers  of  the  grand  duke's 
late  houfehold. 

The  famous  count  Byron,  duke  of  Cour- 
land,  died  at  a'  great  age  on  the  h&  day  but  one 
of  the  preceding  year,  arid  was  fuccccded  by  his 

8  fon. 
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foil.  As  the  rtigmng  duke  was  known  to  be  ia 
no  degree  of  favour  at  die  court  of  Peteiiburg^ 
his  pofleflion  of  that  duchy  was  held  to  be  vcrf 
precarious ;  while  it  was  generally  thoi^ht,  that 
Jt  would  have  been  thrown  in  as  an  equiva* 
lent  on  one  fide  or  other  in  the  partition  ^ 
Poland,  and  probably  might,  by  fome  matv 
riage  arrangement,  be  formed  with  fome  of 
the  adjoining  provinces  into  an  independent 
ftate.  It  is  probable,  that  whatever  difficulties 
prevented  the  execution,  more  than  one  defiga 
of  this  nature  was  in  contemplation ;  and  the 
duke  himfclf  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  dangerous 
ground  he  ftood  on,  that  he  attempted  to  bring 
about  a  match  with  one  of  the  remaining  prin- 
ccfles  of  Hcflc-Darmftadt,  in  hopes  thereby  to 
ftrengthen  his  intcrcft.  This  defign  was  crulhcd 
as  foon  as  it  was  known,  by  the  emprefs,  who  is 
faid  to  have  fent  him  word,  that  he  had  no  oc- 
calion  to  think  yet  of  matrimony.  In  this 
hopekfs  fituation  he  was  fummoned  to  Peters- 
burg, and  his  ruin  was  thought  to  be  decided  ; 
but  a  change  foon  appeared  in  the  conduft  and 
defigns  of  the  court;  whatever  it  proceedied* 
from,  be  fudd^enly  became  a  favourite  at  couitj 
and  the  emprefs  conduded  a  marriage  for  htm 
with  the  ruffian  prkiceis  Yufupoif. 

Thofc 
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.  Thofc  who  were  unacquainted  with  the  mo- 
dves  by  which  the  emprefs  had  been  fwayed  in 
determining  to  retain  count  Panin^  found  an 
inexplicable  contradiction  in  her  condu£t.  Orloff 
had  the  prefunnption  to  reproach  her  with  it: 
but  (he  did  not  voXichfafe  to  inform  him  better^ 
Unwilling  that  this  favourite  (hould  know  that  a 
mother  had  yielded  to  the  follicitations  of  her 
fon>  {he  told  him  that  it  behoved  him  to  facri« 
fice  the  fatisfadlion  of  removing  a  minifter  who 
failed  of  pleafing,  to  the  necefllty  there  was  for 
his  fervice.  Always  ingenious  in  difguifing  her 
fentiments,  Catharine  made  no  fcruple  of  deceiv- 
ing the  favourite,  who  fancied  he  engroffed  the 
whole  of  her  confidence.  Though  fhe  fecmed 
to  have  reftored  him  her  former  tendernclsj  yet 
Ihe  fecretly  cherished  in  her  heart  a  pafllon 
which  fpeedily  .  broke  out.  She  felt  fome  in- 
clination to  difmifs  OrlofF  a  fecond  time ;  but 
flic  prudendy  kept  terms  with  him  ftill. 

Of  .the  learned  and  literary  men  with  whom 
Catharine  kept  up  a  regular  correfpondenc€, 
Voltaire  and  Diderot  were  thofe  whom  (he  moft 
di(tingui(hed.  She  invited  them  feveral  times 
to  come  and  vifit  her.  The  philofopher  of 
Ferney  had  learned  by  experience  the  dangers  of 
courts :  he  WQuld  not  fubmit  to  the  temptation 

of 


177j*]  BMPRESS   CATHARIME  II.  Ijf 

of  feeing  that  of  RufCa.  The  philofopher  of 
Paris  was  more  open  to  perfuafion.  He  tra- 
velled to  St.  Pctcrfburg-  Catharine  lavifhedon 
him  large/Tes  and  encomiums.  During  the 
whole  time  of  his  ftay  at  her  court,  (he  difcourfed 
with  him  every  day  at  the  conclufion  of  dinner. 
Philofophy,  Icgiflation,  politics,  were  commonly 
the  fubjeft  of  thefe  converfations.  Diderot  un- 
folded his  principles  on  the  liberty  and  the  rights 
of  nations  with  his  ufual  enthufiafm*  and  elo- 
quence. The  emprefs  feemed  to  be  delighted 
with  them;  but  (he  was  not  at  all  the  more 
dilpofed  to  put  them  in  pradice. 

**  Monficur  Diderot,"^  faid  (he,  '^  is  a  hun«^ 
•*  drcd  years  old  in  many  refpefts;  but  in  others 
**  he  is  no  more  than  ten." 

Perhaps  her  majcfty's  private  opinion  was  not 
more  in  favour  of  the  wifdom  of  Voltaire; 
though  fhe  never  fpoke  of  it  but  with  all  the 
deference  that  is  due  to  the  foremoft  dilpenfer  of 
&me.  The  manner  in  which  fhe  was  wont  to 
write  to  him  is  well  known.  We  have  already 
cited  feveral  fragments  of  her  letters  i  we  Ihall^ 

*  The  emprefs  made  liim  fit  be£4e  her.  In  his  mo* 
mtutz  of  enthuiialmy  Diderot  has  fometimes  hit  her  knee 
with  the  back  of  his  hand;  (he  never  feqaed  tq  take 

never- 
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^  would  employ  all  htr  faculties  to  put  them  in 
^  the  beft  train  poflible. 

^f  Thb  is  my  ambition,  and  I  have  none  others 
^  what  I  tell  you  is  the  trudu  I  will  go  &rdier : 
*<  I  will  tell  you  that,  for  the  fparing  of  human 
^  blood,  I  (incerely  wiflrfor  peace.  But  this 
^  peace  is  dill  a  long  way  oflF,  though  the  Turks, 
'<  from  difier^nt  motives,  are  ardendy  defirous 
*^  of  it.  Thofe  people  know  not  how  to  go 
€€  about  it. 

*'  I  wifli  as  much  for  the  pacification  of  die 
^  unreafonable  contentions  of  Poland.  I  have 
^^  to  do  there  with  brainlefs  heads,  each  of 
<<  which,  inftead  of  contribudng  to  the  common 
«<  peace,  on  the  contrary  throws  impedimentt  in 
**  the  way  of  it  by  caprice  and  levity.  My 
<^  ambaflador  has  publiflied  a  declaration  adapted 
^*  to  open  their  eyes.  But  it  is  to  be  prefumed, 
*«  that  they  will  rathir  expofe  themfelvcs  to  the 
^^  laft  extremity,  than  adopt  without  delay  a  wife 
<<  and  confident  rule  of  condu^.  The  vortices 
*<  of  Defcartes  never  exifted  any  where  but  in 
*'  Poland.  There  every  head  is  a  vortex,  turn- 
"  ing  continually  round  itfclf.  It  is  ftoppcd  by 
**  chance  alone,  and  never  by  reafbn  or  judgment. 

"  I  have  not  yet  received  either  your  quef- 
<(  tioAs*,  or  your  waxches  fron^  Ferncy.     I 

♦  The  "  Qucftions  fur  TEncydopcdic.'* 

"  have 
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neverthelefs  tranfcribe  one  of  them  here,  a<i  ^ 
further  proof  of  the  artful  difguife  Ihe  put  " 
before  that  cekbrated  author,  and  how  ihe  (i  ^ 
to  obtain  thofe  flatteries  which  he  fo  la. 
beftowed  upon  her. 

•' ♦Now  we  arc  fpealdng  of 

"  neis,  I  have  a  mind  to  make  my  gene: 
'^  fion  to  you  on  that  head.    I  have 
^'  fuccefles  durii^  this  war :  that  I  a 
«f  you  will  very  naturally  conclude. 
«  will  be  well  known  by  this  * 
*^  ieen  how  indefiitigable  a  nati' 
*'  poflefles  men  of  enunent  n\( 
*'  all  the  qualities  that  go 
««  heroes;  it  will  be  ieen  t' 
*^  no  refourcess  but  that  ' 
<'  and  profeaite  a  war  v 
'^  is  unjuftly  attacked 

*'  Brimful  of  the 
«  thought  of  Cr 
««  forty-twoy  cr 
'^  mind,  but, 
^  ought  to  r 
"  Do  her 
*^  much  the 

♦  This  let  I 
Auguft  1771* 


:aTUARiNE  ir.  241 

nearer  at  hand  than  it  is, 
i  was  right  in  compofing 
.-   ihat  this  code,  for  which 
;"  materials  are  preparing, 
.  c  now  ready,  will  yet  give 
■^  deal  of  trouble  before  it  is 
.iiiL  degree  of  perfcftion  at  which 
But  no  matter:  it  muft  be 
iJgh  Taganrok  has  the  fea  to 
I  i  mountains  to  the  north. 
r,  your   dcfigns  upon   that  place 
1  rough t  to  efFeft  till  a  peace  (hall 
]  its  environs  againft  all  apprehen- 
idc  of  the  land  and  the  fide  of  the 
■  iil  the  Kriniea  was  taken,  it  was  the 
place  againft  the  Tartars.     Perhaps 
Lit  time  the  khan  of  the  Krimca  will  be 
ighc  to  me  in  perfon,     I  learn  this  moment 
it  he  did  not  crofs  the  fea  with  the  Turks, 
»Ul  that  he  remained  in  the  mountains  with  a 
cry  fmali  number  of  followers,  nearly  as  was 
ilie  cafe  with  the  pretender  in  Scotland  after 
the  defeat  at  Culloden.     If  he  comes  to  me, 
wewillftrive  to  polilh  him  this  winter;  and, 
to  take  my  revenge  of  him,  I  will  make  him 
dance,    and  he  ihall  go  to  the  frcnch  co« 

mcdy 

Vol.  n.  k'  «^  Juft 
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^^  Jufl:  as  I  was  about  to  fold  up  this  letter,  I 
^^  received  yours  of  the  loth  of  July,  in  which 
"  you  inform  mc  of  the  adventure  that  happened 
?«  to  my  "  Inftrudlion'**  in  France.  I  knew 
*'  that  anecdote,  and  even  ^he  appendix  to  it,  in 
'*  confequence  of  the  order  of  the  due  de  Choi- 
'*  feul.  I  own  that  I  laughed  on  reading  it  in 
"  the  news-paperS|  and  I  found  that  I  was| 
^'  amply  revenged. 

*'  The  conflagration  that  happenedjat  Peterf- 
''  burg  has,  according  to  the  report  of  the  poHcCji 
*^  confumcd  in  all  140  houfes,  among  which 
"  about  20  were  brick  buildings  i  the  reft  were 
*^  only  barracks  conftrufted  of  wood.  The 
*«  high  wind  wafted  the  flames  and  the  burning 
^'  fplinters  on  all  fides,  which  occafioned  the  fir^ 
^*  to  break  out  again  the  following  day,  and  gave 
<*  it  a  fupernatural  appearance.  But  there  is  no 
^^  doubt  that  the  high  wind  and  the  excefllve  heat 
"  were  the  fole  caufcs  of  this  difafter,  which 
^«  will  be  foon  repaired. 

**  With  us  buildings  are  raifed  with  greater 
^*  celerity  than  in  any  other  country  in  Europe, 
•'  In  1762  a  fire  happened  of  twice  th^  extentj^ 
^^  which  confumcd  a  large  quarter  of  the  town^i 

*  Her  majefty's  mftru6lion  for  a  code  of  laws. 

i'  confift- 
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^'  confiding  of  wooden  buildings.  The  whole 
"  watf  rebuilt  in  brick  within  lefs  than  three 
'^  years," 

The  fuccefles  of  the  turkifh  war  begot  in 
the  hearts  of  the  nation  an  enthufiaftic  love  and 
veneration  for  their  fovereign ;  the  fentiments  of 
joy  at  the  huniiliation  of  the  oriental  pride  were 
univerfals  ^nd  it  mud  be  confefled  that  many 
truly  heroic  atchievements  in  thefe  campaigns, 
both  by  fea  and  land,  might  well  excite  the 
ruffian  patriots  to  jubilation.  To  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  them,  Catharine  caufed  medals  to  be 
ftruck,  and  columns  to  be  erefted  *, 

1774- 

*  On  the  7 til  of  September  a  magnificent  reprcfentation 
of  the  taking  of  the  fortrefs  of  Giurgevo  was  exhibited 
before  the  emprefs  and  the  whole  court.  The  ficge  was 
condu6led  in  the  regular  forms  by  the  train  of  artillery, 
under  the  dire6lion  of  the  grand«mafler  prince  Orloff, 
aflifted  by  the  preobaginfky  regiment  of  guards.  After  a 
cannonade  and  bombardment  of  near  two  hours,  during, 
which  time  the  regular  approaches  were  made,  the  out- 
works of  the  fortrefs  filenced,  and  a  breach  cffeAed  by  the 
battering  cannon,  the  foldiers  were  feen  to  mount  to  the 
affault,  and  the  place  furrcndered.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
fiege  feveral  mines  were  fprung,  the  magazines  of  powder 
in  the  place  took  fire,  and  no  incident  was  omitted  which 
could  contribute  to  give  the  fpe^tors  a  perfeft  idea  of 
the  manner  in  which  fuch  an  attack  is  carried  on.  After- 
wards a  magnificent  firework  was  played  off  on  a  ilage 
built  on  the  river  for  that  purpofe>  which  concluded  the 
IL  ^  entertain- 
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1774,  Soon  after  the  clofe  of  the  year,  the 
grand  fignior  Muftapha  III.  emperor  of  the 
Turks,  departed  this  life  at  Conftantinople  ♦, 
in  the  58th  year  of  his  age,  and  the  17th  of  a. 
reign,  which  had,  in  its  latter  part,  been  the 
moft  unfortunate  of  any  in  the  turkifh  annals 
from  the  time  of  Bajazet.  His  fon,  fultan 
Selim,  being  then  only  entered  into  his  13th 
year,  feemed  too  young  to  fuftain  the  reins  of 
government  in  the  prefcnt  critical  fituation  of 
affairs.  The  emperor  accordingly,  with  a  wif- 
dom  and  difmtei^ftednefs  which  does  honour 
to  his  memory,  appointed  his  brother  Abdul* 
hamet  to  fucceed  him  in  the  throne.  To  this 
prince,  under  the  ftrongeft  terms  of  recom- 
nieixlation,  he  confided  the  care  of  his  infant 
fon :  a  truft  rendered  facred  by  all  the  ties  of 
gratitude;  but  precarious  from  the  barbarous 
maxims  of  the  ottoman  family. 


entertainment  of  the  day,  at  the  whole  of  which  the 
cmprefs  was  pleafed  to  exprefs  great  fatisfadlion..  On  the 
day  following  her  imperial  majefty,  attended  by  the  court, 
went  to  afiift  at  a  folemn  mafs  at  the  church  of  the  fortrefs 
of  Pcterfburg,  and  to  offer  up  her  prayers  for  the  fouls 
of  thofe  killed  in  battle,  according  to  annual  cuftom  in 
time  of  war. 

*  Januar)'  21ft, 

It 
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It  is  a  juftice  due  to  humanity  to  refcue  the  . 
charaftcr  of  the  late  emperor,  from  the  oblivion 
or  contempt  which  too  generally  attend  mif- 
fortune.     If  he  was  not  poflcflcd  of  thofe  great, 
dazzling,  and  fatal    qualities,  which  excite  the 
admiration  of  mankind,  and  in  which,  to  their 
misfortune,    too   many   of  his  anceftors    were 
fuperiorly  eminent,  he  was  bleffed  in  a  great 
degree  with  thofe  happier^  ones,  of  humanity, 
juftice,  and  benevolence^     Numberlefs  inftances 
of  thefc  occurred  during  his  reign,  which  would 
not  have  been  omitted  in  an  eulogium  on  the 
mod  exalted  charafters.     His  moderation  and 
clemency  with  regard  to  his  chriftian  fubjedts, 
notwithftanding  their  avowed  difafFeftion,  and 
the  afliftance  they  gave  to  a  conquering  enemy, 
when  the  very  exiftcnce  of  the  empire  was  in 
queftion,   cannot    be  eafily  paralleled    in  the 
hiftories  of  the  moft   refined  civilization,  and 
under  the  influence  of  the  pureft  religion.     His 
laft  aft  with  refpeft  to  the  fucceflion,  fhewed 
a  patriotifm,  which  will  be  more  admired  than 
imitated,  and  a  greatnefs  of  mind  equal  to  the 
moft  renowned  of  his  predeceflbrs. 

The  new  prince  having  taken  the  neceflary 

meafures  for  the  prefervation  of  public  order 

and  tranquillity,  which,  in  that  empire,  is  always 

a  matter  of  moment  and  difficulty  upon  fuch 

R  3  occaGons, 
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occafions,  feemed  to  turn  his  attention  with 
great  diligence  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  war. 
Numerous  levies  were  accordingly  made,  and 
an  order  being  pafled  chat  all  perfons  who  were 
guilty  of  tumults  or  diforders  fliould  be  fent  to 
ferve  on  board  the  fleet  in  the  Black  Sea,  the 
terror  of  that  punifhment  operated  fo  ftrongly 
on  the  profligate,  as  to  produce  a  furpriflng 
efFeft  in  preferving  the  peace  of  the  metropolis. 
The  emperor  alfo  iflued  a  refcript  figned  by 
himfelf,  commanding  the  officers,  governors  of 
provinces,  and  military  tenants,  to  adl  with  the 
utmoft  diligence  in  their  refpeftivc  departments 
for  the  carrying  on  of  the  war,  and  thofe  whofc 
immediate  duty  it  was,  to  join  the  army  forth- 
with, at  the  head  of  chofen  bodies  of  the  beft 
troops  they  could  procure,  and  to  ad  with  the 
utmoft  zeal  and  valour  for  the  fervice  of  the  ftate 
and  religion,  and  the  recovery  of  thofe  provinces 
which  had  been  wrefted  from  the  empire. 

In  the  mean  time  there  were  fome  dif- 
turbanccs  at  Adrianople,  and  other  places  where 
the  army  lay,  through  the  mutiny  of  fome  of 
the  janizaries,  who  were  diflatisfied  with  the 
acceflion  of  Abdulhamet,  and  wanted  to  place 
the  young  prince  Selim  upon  the  throne. 
Though  thefe  commotions  were  eafily  quelled, 
it  does  not  fcem  impoffible,  that  the  difcontent 

which 
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which  appeared  upon  this  occafion,  might  have 
fotne  (hare  in  the  fubfequent  ill  condudt  of  the 
army. 

Several  anions  which  took  place  on  the  Da- 
nube early  in  the  fpring,  feemed  to  indicate  a 
vigorous  campaign.  Detachments  from  the 
contending  armies  frequently  crofled  that  river> 
and  thefe  expeditions,  though  produftive  of  no 
cflcntial  benefit,  were  attended  with  confiderable 
lofs  on  both  fides. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  porte  was  hot  inat- 
tentive to  the  advantages  which  might  bt 
derived  from  Pugatfcheff's  rebellion,  and  was 
accordingly  indefatigable  in  exciting  the  various 
nations  of  Tartars,  who  furround  or  arc  inter- 
mixed with  the  ruffian  empire,  to  increafe  the  in- 
ternal difturbances.  It  is  not  difficult  to  perfuade 
people  who  feem  to  be  born  for  nothing  but  war> 
to  take  up  arms.  The  Tartars,  however^  are  not 
now  in  the  condition  which  at  different  periods  en- 
abled them  to  conquer  a  great  part  of  the  world. 
That  overgrown  empire,  which  has  fprung  up 
among  them,  has,  by  degrees,  either  fwallowed 
up,  broken,  or  feparated  their  different  nations^ 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  render  an  union  of 
arms  or  councils,  or  any  general  and  formidable 
alliance,  impradicable.  Their  being  alfb  cut 
off^  from  the  modern  improvements  in  war, 
R  4  armsi 
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arms,  and  difcipline,  is  an  infuperable  bar  to 
their  becoming  again  terrible. 

They  could,  however,  be  troublefomej  and 
increafe   the  confufion   already  caufed  by  Pu- 
gatfcheffl      The  porte  accordingly  fent  Doulet 
Gheray,  the  late  khan  of  the  Krinnea,  with  a 
confiderable  fum  of  money,  and   attended  by 
feveral  officers  of  his  kindred  and  friends,  among 
the  nogais  and  kuban  Tartars,   where  he  was 
foon  joined  by  above  10,000  men.     This  body 
was  attacked  and  routed  by  a  ruffian  detach* 
mcnt,  before  any  effcftivc  junftion  of  thefe  na- 
tions  could  take  place.      As  the  Tartars  ftill 
dream  of  their  ancient  glory,  and  fancy  them-* 
felvcs,  before  trial,  to  be  as  invincible  now  as 
they  were  in  the  days  of  Tamerlane,  they  were 
fo  much  furprifed  and  difpiriccd  by  this  defeat, 
that  no  farther  fervice  could  be  expefted  from 
them,   and  the  tartar  prince  found  matters  fo 
hopelefs,  that  having  divided  his  money  among 
his  friends  and  adherents,  he  quitted  the  coun-. 
try.     Similar  meafures  were  purfucd,  and  at- 
tended with  fimilar  fuccefs,  among  the  Bafkirs, 
Kirgis,  and  fome  other  tribes,  all  of  whom  were 
ready  for  infurreftion  or  war  s  but  were  unequal 
to  the  purpofe. 

A  confiderable  armament  was  alfo  prepared 
at  Conftantinople,  for  the  fupport  of  the  Tar- 
tars, 
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tarS)  and  their  confederates  the  kozaks^  and 
other  infurgents  in  the  Krimea.  In  the  mean 
time,  fuch  diligence  was  ufed  in  reinforcing  the 
grand  army,  that  it  became  more  numerous 
than  it  had  been  fincc  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  and  the  grand  vizir  was  faid  not  to  have 
lefs  than  200,000  combatants  under  his  com- 
mand on  the  Danube. 

Nor  was  the  court  of  Peterfburg  lefs  diligent 
to  enable  marlhal  RomantzofF  to  open  the 
campaign  with  vigour.  Though  the  rebellion 
of  Pugatfchcff  feemed  a  confiderable  impedi- 
ment, yet  Ruflia  was  now  freed  from  fome  other 
material  embarraffments.  The  heavy  clouds 
which  hung  on  the  fide  of  Sweden  were  now 
difperfcd,  and  it  was  no  longer  neceflary  to 
keep  an  army  on  that  frontier;  while  the 
Auftrians  and  Pruflians  fo  efFcdtually  occupied 
Poland,  and  overawed  the  inhabitants,  that  the 
Ruffians  were  freed  from  all  apprehcnfions  in 
that  country.  Marfhal  RomantzofTs  army  was 
accordingly  rendered  very  formidable. 

He  rcfolvcd  again  to  crofs  the  Danube,  and 
attack  the  Turks.  The  latter  difputed  his 
paffage  with^fignal  valour:  but  their  efforts 
were  incfFedtual.  General  Soltikoff*  was  the 
firft  who  reached  the  oppofite  fhore.     SouvaroflF 

*  Since  become  fidd-marfhaL 

and 
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and  Kamenfko'i  followed  clofe  at  his  heels^ 
The  Turks  were  repulfcd.  RomantzofF  was 
ibon  after  encamped  at  the  gates  of  Siliftria. 

Not  many  days  after  the  Turks  attacked 
Soltikoff.  They  were  25,000  ftrong,  and 
fought  a  long  time  with  the  greateft  intre- 
pidity: but  they  were  at  length  obliged  to 
lubmit  to  the  fuperior  fkill  and  bravery  of  the 
Ruflians. 

The  fame  day  generals  Kamenfkoi  and  Sou- 
varofF  gained  an  advantage  over  the  reis  effendij 
who  was  at  the  head  of  40,000  Turksj  and 
took  away  with  them  his  artillery. 

All  thefe  difafters  were  greatly  diftrefling  to 
the  Ottomans  5  as  a  fpirit  of  infubordination  and 
revolt  is  ufually,  with  them,  the  confequence  of 
a  defeat.  The  troops  of  the  army  of  the  grand 
vizir  were  either  engaged  in  bloody  contefts 
among  themfclves,  or  dcferting  by  whole  de- 
tachments* That  general  was  encamped  at 
Shumala,  where  he  was  at  a  great  diftance  from 
the  other  bodies  of  the  turkifti  army.  Romant-* 
zofF,  who  remarked  the  difadvantage  of  that 
pofition,  fo  opportunely  furrounded  the  camp 
of  the  vizir,  that  he  cut  off  his  communica-. 
tion  not  only  with  the  detached  corps,  but 
alfo  with  his  magazines.  The  vizir,  unable 
therefore  to  receive  any  fuccours,  or  to  re- 
tire. 


1774-J  ENtPRESS   CAtHARlKE  It.  15! 

tirc,  or  to  ftand  a  battle,  determined  ^to  fue  for 
peace. 

The  plenipotentiaries  met  accordingly  at 
Kutfhuk-Kainardflii,  in  Bulgaria.  The  Rul&ans 
perfifted  in  the  demands  they  had  made  ac 
the  laft  congrefs.  The  Turks  agreed  to  them; 
and  the  preliminaries  of  the  treaty  were  figned* 
by  marlhal  Romantzoff,  and  the  kiaya  of  the 
grand  vizir  f.  By  this  treaty  Ruflia  obtained  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Euxine,  and  in  all  the 
ottoman  feas,  together  with  the  paflage  of  the 
Dardanelles;  on  condition,  however,  that  fhc 
fhould  never  have  more  than  one  armed  vcflel  ia 
the  feas  of  Conftantinople,  Retaining  Azoff, 
Taganrok,  Kertfch,  and  Kinburn,  flie  reftored 
the  reft  of  her  conquefts.  The  independence  of 
the  Krimea  J  was  one  of  the  principal  claufes  of 

the 

♦  About  the  month  of  July. 

f  In  order  to  avoid  appearing  again  in  the  prefence 
of  his  conqueror,  the  haughty  MufFum-Oglou  feigned  a 
ficknefs. 

X  The  peninfula  of  the  Krimea,  or  Blrim,  antiently  called 
the  Taurica  Cherfonefus,  is  furrounded  on  all  fides  by 
the  Euxinc  and  the  Palus  Maeotis,  except  where  it  is  joined 
to  the  continent  of  the  leffer  Tartarjr  by  a  narrow  ifthmus, 
fomething  lefs  than  five  engli(h  miles  in  breadth.  This 
ifthmus  has  received  its  name  fix>m  the  antient  city  of 
Ferekopi  which  is  built  at  its  entrance  on  the  fide  of 

the 
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the  treaty,  and  that  which  was  moft  feverely  felt 
by  the  Turks.     Certainly  they  were  very  far 

from 


the  pcninfula,  and  has  been  celebrated  for  the  ftrong  lines 
made  for  its  defence  by  the  Turks,  which  extend  quite  acrofs 
from  the.Euxine  to  the  Palus  Maeotis,  and  were  the  labour 
of  5000  men  for  a  courfe  of  fevcral  years.     The  Tartars 
coniidered  thefe  lines  as  inexpugnable,    until  the  famous 
count  Munich  convinced  them  of  their  error  in  the  year 
1736,  when  he  forced  them  without  much  difficulty.    This 
muft  however  in  a  great  meafure  be  attributed  to  the  badnefs 
of  the  defence,  as  the  ditch  was  72  feet  broad,  and  42 
deep  ;  the  height  from  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  to  the  creft 
of  the  parapet  was  70  feet,  and  the  parapet  of  a  proportional 
thicknefs.  The  lines  were  alfo,  at  that  time,  befides^the  for- 
tifications of  the  city,  flrengthened  with  ^x  towers  mounted 
with  cannon,  and  the  whole  was  defended  by  an  army. 
The  peninfula  lies  between  33  and  37  degrees  of  eaftern  Ion*, 
gitude,  and  between  44  and  46  degrees  of  northern  latitude; 
28  naturally  fertile,  and  was,  at  firft,  under  the  government 
of  the  Greeks,  and  afterwards  in  the  hands  of  the  Genoefe 
and  other  italian  nations ;  a  place  of  great  trade,  and  filled 
with  populous  towns  and  cities.     The  Tartars  of  the  Krim 
were  a  free  people,  governed  by  khans  of  their  own  elcd^ion, 
acknowledging  the  grand  fultan  as  khalif :  only  in  regard  to 
religion,  without  any  influence  on  the  reft  of  the  government. 
Europe  therefore  faw  in  the  fift  of  her  ftates  a  new  fovereign 
prince,  Sahin  Gueray,  a  mohammcdan,  and  a  defcendant  of 
the  mongole  conqueror  Tfchinghis  khan.     He  refided  at 
Pachtfheferay.     Ruffia  would  now  no  longer  be  neceflitated 
to  defend  its  borders,  by  the  ufual  expenfive  lines,  againft 
thefe  Tartars,   or  even   to   continue  the  old    tribute-like 
prefents.     On  the  contrar)',  fhe  was  now  become  a*  friendly  . 

and 
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from  perceiving  the  policy  of  Catharine  in 
its  full  extent  s  but  they  feemed  to  forefcc  that 
flie  was  only  defirous  of  obtaining  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Krim,  as  thereby  (he  might  be  the 
better  enabled  to  bring  it  into  fubjeftion.  Bc- 
fidcs  thefe  conceflions,  Catharine  obtained  from 
the  porte,  that  traft  of  land  lying  on  the  Euxine 
between  the  Bohg  and  the  Dniepr,  a  large  fum 
of  money  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  war,  and 
the  title  of  padilhah,  or  emprefs,  to  be  no  longer 
refufed  to  the  ruffian  monarch. 

Catharine  had  thus  the  twofold  advantage 
of  increafing  her  power  and  of  weakening  her 
enemy.  The  commerce  of  the  Euxine  and  the 
mart  of  the  Levant  opened  to  her  a  fource 
of  immenfe  riches.  The  proteftion  which  (he 
granted  the  Tartars,  furnifhed  her  with  the 
means  of  dividing  them,  and  of  conquering  their 
country.  The  acquifition  of  the  polifli  Ukraine 
put  her  in  a  capacity  of  more  eafily  carrying  on  a 
war  in  the  regions  of  the  Danube,  of  overawing 


and  prote6ling  neighbour,  (juft  as  (he  was  towards  Poland^) 
and  in  order  the  more  effe6lually  to  do  this,  (he  altered  the 
form  of  government,  difTolved  the  relationthip  between  the 
Krim  and  the  porte,  and  granted  the  Tartars  the  freedom  of 
eledion,  with  feveral  other  privileges  to  the  detriment  of 
their  khanst 

the 
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than  thofc  which  the  inhabitants  of  Europe  arc 
accuftomed  to  furvey;  and  as  Ruflia  in  a  manner 
Gonncfts  both  quarters  of  the  world  in  the  com- 
pleteft  contrafl:,  fo  we  behold  it  one  while  as  a 
political  exemplar  of  civilized  human  nature, 
but  at  other  times  involved  in  fituations  which 
appear  quite  ftrange  to  us,  and  fuch  as  we  only 
know  from  the  hiftory  of  the  fourth  and  fifrfi 
•  centuries.  Thus,  in  the  year  177 1,  an  emigra- 
tion took  place,  by  which  a  very  confiderable 
number  of  fubjefts  were  loft  to  the  empire.— 
Of  the  Kalmuks  or  CEloets  *,  brethren  of  like 
race  with  the  Mongoles,  feveral  branches  are  in 
fubjedlion  to  the  ruffian  empire.  Their  original 
abode,  if*  we  may  ufe  fuch  an  expreffion  in 
Ipeaking  of  nomadic  hordes,  is  the  Kalmuckia  : 
lying  weftward  toward  the  proper  Mongolia,  and 
in  the  north  and  eaft  of  the  IcfTcr  Bukharia.  At 
the  latter  end  of  the  laft  century,  two  tribes  of 
them,  the  Torgot  and  Derbet,  drew  up  in  the 
fteppe  on  the  Volga  above  Aftrakhan.  Till 
very  modern  times,  they  remained  however  only 
as  protcfted  neighbours,  and  were  tolerably 
independent  on  the  government.  But  in  1757 
the  vice-khan  Dondudidafchi,  contrary  to  the 
tfttblilhed  cuftom  of  all  the  khans  to  receive 

*  Improperly,  EleutSf 

2  their 
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their  appointment  from  the  dalailama  in  Tibet, 
thought  fit,  though  they  are  of  the  lama  religion, 
to  apply  to  Ruflia  for  the  nomination  of  his  fon 
as  his  fucceflbr.    At  Peterfburg  the  requeft  was 
granted  with  great  fatisfaftion,  which  perhaps 
would  not  have  been  the  cafe  on  an  application 
to   Tibet:    the   father  was   conflituted    actual 
khan  i  and  the  fon,  only  13  years  old,  without 
hcGtation  declared  fucceflbr,  with  an  allowance 
of  500  rubles ^^r  am.  and  inftalled  with  the  ufual 
folemnities.     On  the  death  of  the  father  in  1761, 
Ruflia  thought  (he  had  a  right  to  meddle  in  the 
affairs  of  the  young  fovereign :  inftead  of  the 
accuftomcd  council  of  eight  faiflans,  it  was  made 
to  confift  of  a  larger  number,  whom  the  court 
cafily  retained  by  paying  each  of  the  members  a 
falary  of  100  rubles.     The  friendly  proteftioa 
was  thus  (as  has  happened  fn  various  other  cafes) 
changed  into  an  adual  fovereignty^     In  confc- 
quence  of  frelh  regulations,  the  khan  loft  his 
former  unlimited  authority,  and  became  nothing 
more  than  the  prefidentof  his  council;  nor  had 
he  any  longer  the  right  to  difmifs  this  council ; 
he  could  only,  complain  to  the  imperial  college 
of  Ruflia;  and  he  was  taught  to  efteem  it  advan- 
tage enough,  that  the  fovereign  tribunal  ftood 
open  to  his  appeal.  In  all  other  refpeds  thefe 
Kalmuks  retained  their  religion  and  their  man- 
VOL.  II.  a  ners ; 


558  tIFE  OF  THt  r       ['774f 

ners!  tbey  roamed  about  the  fteppe^  had  an 
averlion  to  permanent  dwellings,  and  lived  on 
the  produce  of  their  flocks  and  herds.  Thefe 
confided  in  fheep,  camels,  and  principally  in 
horfes;  the  whole  nation  was  armed  and  mounted; 
and  their  favourite  drink,  like  that  of  all 
thefe  tartar  tribes,  was  a  fpirituous  'cxtra6k  of 
xnares  milk,  called  in  their  language  koumifh  *, 

*  The  ordinary  drink,  thus  called,  is  prepared  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner :  taking  a  given  quantity  of  mark's  milk  qf 
one  day,  they  add  to  it  a  fixth  part  of  water,  an  eighth  part 
of  the  foureft  cow's  milk  that  can  be  procured,  but  at  any 
time  afterwards  a  fmaller  portion  of  old  kumifh  will  better 
anfwer  the  purpofe  of  acidulating  ;  they  then  cover  the  vefiR;! 
ifrith  a  thick  cloth,  and  fct  it  in  a  place  moderately  vtmn\  here 
they  leave  it  to  reft  for  four-and-twenty  hours,  ^t  the  end 
of  which  period  the  milk  wjll  have  got  four,  aiid  a  thick 
fcum  will  hp  formed  on  the  furfacct  They  now  beat  it  with 
g  ftick  rf  femblif^g  at  the  lower  end  a  chumftafF,  till  the  fore?- 
mentioned  fcum  be  entirely  blended  with  the  fubjacent  fluid ; 
which  done,  it  is  fet  to  remain  twenty-four  hours  in  a  tall 
veflel  fhaped  Uke  a  chum.  The  beating  is  now  repeated 
tin  the  h'quor  appears  to  be  thoroughly  homogeneous,  and  i^ 
this  ftafe  it  is  called  kumifs,  the  proper  tafte  whereof  is  an 
agreeable  mixture  of  fweet  and  acid.  Whenever  it  is  wanted 
for  ufe,  it  is  firft  fhaken.  Being  duly  prepared  in  tight  vcf- 
fels,  and  put  in  a  cold  place,  it  will  keep  three  months  and 
upwards  witjiout  detriment  to  its  quality. — It  ferves  both 
for  meat  and  drink  j  is  an  excellent  ftomachic,  and  a  remedy 
for  diforders  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  of  the  breaft,  &c.  The 
Tartars  alfo  make  a  diftillation  of  this  fermented  milk,  by 
wjiich  procefs  they  obtain  a  fpirituous  ]i(^vlor^  fupplyii\g 
p)  them  the  place  of  brandy. 
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Thc'pafturc  of  thefc  harfcs  requires  this  roving 
Kfe ;  as  a  father  of  a  familf  may  poflefs  from 
100  to  loooj  and  fome  of  them  even  4000 
heads.  Many  of  them  were  in  good  circum^ 
ftancesj  and  very  refpeftable  people  5  kind, 
generous,  and  hofpitable :  this  lafl  quality  they 
poflefs  in  an  eminent  degree,  and  fhew  it  to 
every  one  who  peaceably  enters  their  tents« 
But  they  are  quite  the  reverfe  to  fuch  as  attack 
them  as  foes,  efpecially  to  nations  whom  they 
acknowledge  not  as  brothers.  Accordingly, 
Ruflla  employed  them  in  hofts  in  the  pruQian 
war  J  and  Germany  ftill  recollefts  with  horror 
die  afiatic  favages  that  were  let  loofe  upon  her 
without  regard  to  morals  and  the  rights  of  hu- 
manity. In  the  turkifti  war  they  likewifc 
fought  for  Ruflia  in  the  diftrid  of  the  Kuban. 
Such  was  the  fituation  of  them  till  the  year 

1770. 

In  the  mean  time  great  heart-burnings  had 
long  fubfifted  among  the  mod  confiderable  of 
them  on  account  of  the  innovations  introduced 
by  the  Ruffians.  The  circumfcription  of  their 
primitive  liberty,  the  reducing  their  khan  to  z 
ftate  of  dependence,  the  intermeddling  of  g 
foreign  nation  in  their  conftitution  and  laws, 
which  begot  diflenfions  and  difobedience  in  the 
KwdCj  the  injuries  (real  or  imaginary)  which 
5  2  foinc 
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fome  princes  had  received  from  ruffian  officers : 
all  this  awakened  an  irrefiftible  hankering  after 
their  former  condidon ;  and  as  it  was  not  to  be 
hoped  for  where  they  werCj  no  choice  was  left> 
but  they  mud  fcek  it  in  their  ancient  plains 
where  their  anceftors  knew  of  no  Europeans. 
Juft  at  this  rime  the  governor  of  Aftrakhan  ap- 
pointed a  lieutenant  named  Kifchenfkoi^  as  in- 
Ipeftor  of  thcfe  peaceful  Kalmuks.  Kifchenflcoi, 
a  man  of  infatiable  rapacity,  by  infenfible  degrees 
got  poflcffion  of  a  great  part  of  their  cattle, 
and  fold  them  to  his  own  benefit.  Hisexadions 
foon  procured  him  an  immenfe  fortune.  But 
his  avarice,  far  from  diminilhing,  feemed  rather 
to  increafe  with  the  means  of  its  gratification. 

One  of  their  princes,  a  venerable  old  man, 
who  had  (bed  his  blood  in  the  fcrvice  of  Ruffia, 
in  recompence  for  which  the  emprefs  had  given 
him  her  miniature  portrait  fet  round  with  bril- 
liants, and  which  he  wore  fufpended  to  his  neck, 
was  one  day  applied  to  by  Kifchenfkoi  for  fome 
prefents  in  addition  to  thofe  which  he  had  already 
given  him.  The  old  man,  irritated  at  his  info-* 
lence,  could  not  refrain  from  breaking  out  into 
reproaches  on  his  injuftice  and  the  vexations  he 
employed  to  the  ruin  of  the  unhappy  Kalmuks« 
Kifchenfkoi,  oflfended  at  the  truth  of  thefe 
];eproaches,  had  the  temerity  to  ftrike  hi;n  oi^ 
'  tht 
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the  facc^  and  having  at  the  fame  time  ordered 
one  of  the  faiflans,  the  miniftcr  of  the  khan  who 
interpofcd  in  his  behalf  to  be  fcized  by  his  fol« 
diers>  ordered  him  the  punifhment  of  the  bat« 
togues  *. 

The  Kalmuks  had^  if  not  patiently,  at  leaft 
quietly,  fuffered  the  rapacity  and  peculations  of 
the  ruffian  officer ;  but  they  could  not  endure 
the  infuit  that  had  been  put  upon  this  venerable 
old  man,  who  (tood  in  great  refpeft  among  them. 
The  priefts  and  the  elders  of  the  horde  having 
held  a  confultation,  rcfolved  to  abandon  the 
territory  of  the  ruffian  empire,  and  retire  to  the 
foot  of  the  mountains  of  Tibet,  the  country  of 
their  progenitors.  The  common  people  were 
eafily  perfuadcd  j  efpccially  as  they  were  told 
that  the  ruffian  regulations  were  introduced  fot 
no  other  purpofe  than  to  compel  them  to  the 
three  things  which  they  mod  abhorred :  chrift- 

*  Battogues— a  fort  of  punifhment  ufed  in  Ruffia  for  infe« 
rior  offences.  The  fufferer  is  laid  on  his  face  upon  the 
ground,  ftripped  to  his  waift,  and  the  arms  and  legs  extended* 
Two  men,  one  of  whom  fits  on  his  necky  and  the  other  qn 
his  legs,  beat  him  alternately  on  the  back  with  the  battogues. 
which  are  rods  of  the  thicknefs  of  the  little  finger, 
f  erfons  having  any  authority  over  others  may  inflift  thii 
punifhment  upon  them  without  any  form  of  trial  or  legal 
procefs.  Nobles  and  pealants  are  equally  Uabk  to  ity  whea 
it  is  ordered  by  fupeiiors. 

.  s  3  ianity^ 
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ianity,  agriculture,  and  the  raifing  recruits.    A 
little  prieilcraft  was  alfo  had  recourfe  to  on  this 
occafion.    The  noyons  or  princes  let  up  a  lama, 
whom  they  raifed  in  a  moment  to  be  the  immortal 
archprieft  or  dalailamaj  in  the  following  manner: 
It  was  propagated  abroad,  that  a  &mous  kalmuk 
prieftj  who  had  died  three  yeai^s  before,  had 
now  appeared  again  alive,  and  had  ifiued  a 
proclamarion  to  the  people,  that  he  was  rifen 
from  the  dead  at  Tibet,  in  the  refidence  of  the 
great  dalailama ;  of  all  which  a  written  teftimony 
was  brought  from  the  immortal  high  prieft ;  in 
which  it  was  declared,  that  being  now  become  a^ 
being  of  a  foperior  order,,  he  foreknew  the  fates 
and  fortunes  of  the  nation>  and  required  them,  in 
the  name  of  their  gods>  to  return,  and  again 
take  pofTeflion  of  their  ancient  territory.    This 
happened  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1770, 
juft  when  they  thought  it  the  proper  moment  for 
the  grand  rupture  j  othcrwife  they  would  have 
fuffercd  the  lama  to  have  flept  quiedy  in  his 
grave  for  a  longer  or  a  fhorter  time. 

It  was  an  unpardonable  negledt  in  the  com« 
manding  ofEcer  in  thoie  parts  not  to  pxit  a  ftop 
.to  the  proceedings  oCthe  horde,.fo  as  to  prevent 
Ac  emigradon,  as  their  intenuonjwas  publidy 
known  in  thofe  parts.    He  even  fuficred  himfelf 

to 
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to  be  duped  by  the  Kalmuks,  to  whom^  on 
their  forging  fome  pretext  of  apprchcnfion  from 
the  Kirguifesi  their  neighbours,  he  gave  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  with  ammunition  and  foihe 
engineers.  Accordingly,  in  the  autumn,  they 
began  their  march:  a  prodigious  troop,  with 
wives,  children,  and  fcrvants,  having  their  droves, 
horfes,  flocks,  goods,  huts,  and  tents,  l^hc 
icaptain  under  the  command  of  the  khan  w^s 
forced  to  migrate  with  them  at  the  head  of  his 
kozaks.  The  march  was  conduced  regularly 
enough,  in  three  troops,  who  conilantly  kept  in 
fight  i  the  flanks  of  each  Were  particularly 
covered,  and  befides  this  they  had  a  van  and  a 
rear  guard;.  At  the  beginning  they  plundered  the 
fiflieries  and  the  trading  houlcs  on  the  borders  of 
the  Volga  and  the  Cafpian.  But,  on  thcif  pro- 
grefs  into  the  fouthern  Siberia,  they  came  upon 
the  kozaks  of  the  Yai'k,  who  flopped  and  pur- 
fued  the  flying  hoitie,  cut  thoufands  of  them  to 
pieces,  and  forced  thouiands  to  return.  In  the 
fpring  177 1,  they  Were  attacked  by  the  Kirguifes 
their  inveterate  enemies,  and,  after  a  bloody  en- 
gagement, took  majfiy  of  them  prifoncrs.  In 
the  fummer  they  proceeded  through  the  antient 
Mongolia  to  the  chinefe  borders ;  where  an  army 
of  the  Mandfhu  *  received  them>  and  afforded 
them  proteftion. 

*  The  pKfcAt  emperor  of  Chiaa. 

$4  Th« 
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The  fecrct  of  their  flight  was  fo  well  kcp^ 
that  it  was  not  known  to  the  Ruflians  till  twa 
days  after  their  departure.  Three  regiments 
were  fent  in  purfuit  of  them  to  no  purpofe,. 
The  Kalmuks  were  more  in  hafte  than  they; 
and,  befidcs,  they  were  two  days  before  diem. 
Thefe  regiments  wandered  a  long  rime  in  the 
deferts,  and  a  confiderablc  part  of  the  foldiers 
pcriftied.  ^ 

When  the  news  of  the  emigration  was  brought 
to  St.  Peterfburg,  a  corps  of  troops  were  ordered 
by  the  court  to  go  in  qucft  of  them.  But, 
if  the  former  purfuits  were  too  late,  it  was 
not  likely  that  thefe  (hould  come  up  with  them  r 
the  lamentable  particulars  of  this  expedition  may 
be  read  in  captain  Ry tfchkoff's  journal  j  where 
it  may  be  fcen  what  difficulties  and  hardfhips 
thefe  indefatigable  purfuers  of  the  fugitive  horde 
encountered,  in  their  devious  marches  on  this 
unavailing  expedition,  and  what  variety  of  dif- 
trcffcs  they  fufFered  in  the  dreary,  inhofpitable 
regions  and  watcrlcfs  deferts  through  which  they 
paflcd.  At  length  nothing  farther  was  to  be 
done  but  to  make  application  by  a  written  me- 
morial to  China,  to  demand  the  reftitution  of  the 
runaways.  But  the  fupreme  tribunal  of  Pekin- 
anfwered  the  refcript  of  the  ruflfian  fcnate^ab? 
ruptly,  in  a  fcornful  and  deri/pry  manner,,  and 

concluded 
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concluded  by  faying,   that    **  their  fovercigft 
^  was  not  a  prince  fo  unjuft  as  to  deliver  up  his 
^  fubjc6ts  to  foreigners,  nor  fo  cruel  a  father  as 
•<  to  drive  away  children  who  returned  to  th* 
"  bofom  of  their  family.     That  he  had  no  inti* 
"  matiott  of  the  defign  of  the  Kalmuks  till  the. 
«*  moment  of  their  arrival ;  and  that  then  with* 
•«  out  delay  he  caufed  to  be  reftored  to  them  th4 
<<  habitations  that  had  belonged  to  them  front 
*^  time  immemoriaU   That,  in  (hort>  the  impreb 
«  had  no  reafon  to  complain  of  the  Kalmuks^ 
**  but  certainly  of  the  officer  who  had  dared  t(k 
^  lift  his  hand  againft  a  fcrvant  of  the  khaiWy 
««  and  to  Order  their  miniftcrs  to  undergo  the 
•*  battogues."     The  letter  was  thds  fubfcrib^d  t 
•*  In  the  36th  year,  the  7th  month,  and  the  ijth: 
<^  day  of  the  reign  of  Kien>^Long/'    On  Viari^uK 
occafions  Catharine  frequbndy  received   frobi 
thefe  her  neighbours  anfv^ers  in  a  llyle  which 
mud  have  ftruck  her  the  more  fenfibly^^as  ihe  wm 
accuitomed  to  hear  from  all  the  other  monartrk^ 
in  the  world  a  very  different  language.    On  her 
applying  for  a  frelli  treaty  for  the  renewal  of  die 
commerce  with  Gbina  by  the  caravans,  whidh 
for  feveral  years  had  been  interrupted^on  accmific 
of  fome  differences  that  had  arifen  between  the 
fiibjefts  of  the  two  potentates,  the  anfwer  given 
to  her  envoy  was:«^<'  Let  your  miftrefs  leafh  to 
14  y  keep 
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'*  keep  old  treaties ;  and  theh  it  \vill  be  time 
«*  enough  to  apply  for  new  ones."  Accordingly 
we  fee,  from  her  private  communications  •  hoW 
ienfible  (he  was  bpon  this  fubjed;  and  (he 
could  fcarcely  endure  to  hear  any  praife^  even 
jcftirtgly,  bcftowed  on  the  emperor  of  China^ 
who  was  otherwife  known  as  an  author  and 
poet. 

Concerning  the  number  of  perfons  ]<A  t0 
Rufiia  by  this  emigration  accounts  do  not  agre^. 
Some  ftate  it  at  130,000  families;  which  is 
certainly  exaggerated.  More  accurate  ftate- 
ments  fay,  that  the  horde  in  general  confifted  of 
not  much  above  70,000  tents^  or  hearths^  of 
£imilies.  Thofe  who  voluntarily  returned^  (fot 
doubdefs  many  of  them^  on  the  fadguing  and 
pamful  expedition  over  the  deferts^  panted  after 
ihe  more  quiet  abode  on  the  Volga^  and  turned 
back,)  and  thofe  who  were  brought  in  b^  the 
kozaks,  are  reckoned  together  at  12,342  tents. 
Thofe  that  efcaped  therefore,  eftimating  them  at 
the  higheft,  were  60,000  hearths.  But  how 
great  the  number  of  the  individuals  that  died 
upon  the  road^  and  of  thofe  who  were  carried 
into  captivity  by  the  Kirguifcs,  can  never  be 
known. 

♦  For  example,  in  her  corrcfpondcncf  wjth  Voltaire. 

A  council 
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A  council  of  war  was  held  to  examine  into 
the  condufb  of  lieutenant-colonel  KifchenfkoiV 
and  to  pronounce  upon  it.  But  the  bufinefs  was 
conducted  with  negligence  and  every  poflibk 
delay.  Kifchenflcoi  employed  a  part  of  the 
fruit  of  his  rapine  in  procuring  himfclf  friends  at 
court>  or  in  corrupting  his  judges:  and  to 
die  great  fcandal  of  the  majority  of  die  Ruffians, 
this  man>  who  had  occafioned  the  lofs  of  fuch  a 
number  of  fubjefts  to  the  country,  was  recom- 
penfed  by  the  title  of  colonel. 

Amidft  the  grand  concerns  by  which  it  was 
occupied,  the  court  of  Peterfburg  betrayed  na 
ncgleft  of  its  Kttlc  intrigues.  Attenrivc  as  flic 
was  to  the  bufinefs  of  gOTernment,  Catharine 
did  not  bid  adieu  to  pleafures.  She  went 
frequendy  from  the  council  to  the  ball-room  and 
the  theatre,  and  from  the  important  fittings 
of  the  fenate  to  the  molt  frirolous  amufements, 
.  She' gave  audience  to  the  ambafladors  of  foreign 
powers,  without  having  need  of  any  other  drch 
than  that  flie  wore  for  receiving  her  courders; 
and  flie  didlated  a  law  with  the  fame  fiiciltty 
as  flie  wrote  a  biUet.  Eafy  in  her  new  attach* 
ments,  flie  never  fpoke  of  thofe  that  had  gone 
'  before.  Panin,  Chernicheff,  and  Baradnflcy  ap- 
plauded their  own  operadons. 

But 
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But  what  gave  them  the  moft  fatis&ftion  was 
the  removal  of  prince  OrloflT.  For  nearly  five 
xtionths  he  had  been  travelling  in  foreign  parts ; 
and  his  enemies  pleaied  chemfelves  with  the 
thought  that  he  was  to  continue  his  travels  for 
at  leaft  two  years.  The  emiflaries  who  watched 
his  ftcps  wrote  them  frequent  accounts  of  his 
proceedings.  He  was  thought  to  be  in  Holland  i 
it  was  imagined  that  he  intended  to  make  the 
tour  of  England,  France,  and  Italy.  All  at  once 
he  re-appeared  at  the  court  of  Pet€r(burg.  The 
^cmprcfs  refufcd  to  admit  him  into  her  prefcnce. 
She  fent  orders  to  him  to  repair  to  Reval.  But 
flie  at  the  fame  time  fent  him  confiderable  pre- 
ients,  and  loaded  with  honours  and  carefles 
the  more  intimate  friends  of  her  difcardcd 
favourite^ 

What  then  could  be  the  motive*  to  fuch  a 
lingular  condu6l  i  Catharine  had  no  longer  an/ 
regard  for  OrlofF.  She  no  longer  ftood  in  awe 
of  him.  But  fhe  dreaded,  (he  hated  a  fadion 
fhe  conceived  might  be  forming  under  the 
aufpices  of  a  name*  dear  to  the  empire,  and 
formidable  to  OrlofF.  She  was  dcfirous  of 
oppofing  the  party  of  her  former  favourite  to 
this  fadlion,  and  of  procuring  the  fupport  of  a 

♦  That  of  the  grand  duke. 

man 
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man  by  whom  (he  had  already  been  fo  well 
defended.  Triumphant  over  her  enemies,  the 
admiration  of  Europe,  idolized  by  her  courtiers, 
that  princefs  was  neverthelcfs  often  a  prey  to 
the  mod  pungent  difquietudes :  but  (he  con- 
cealed them.  She  dreaded  the  thought  of  being 
hurled  from  the  throne  j  and  (he  was  forming 
the  projcdt  of  aggrandizing  her  dominions  ftiU 
farther.  She  was  trembling  for  her  life:  and 
fhc  difcourfcd  with  gaiety  of  the  long  career 
fhe  was  in  hopes  to  run.  One  day  Ihe  found 
a  paper  in  her  cabinet,  in  which  mention  was 
made  of  a  threatened  affaflination :  never  did 
Ihe  (hew  herfclf  more  confident  and  more 
fedate. 

Ambitious  of  all  kinds  of  glory,  Ihe  could  at 
all  times  put  any  conftraint  on  herftlf  to  obtain 
it.  Whatever  were  her  fentiments,  Ihe  had 
always  the  appearance  of  gcntlenefs,  fincerity, 
clemency,  and  gcnerofity..  The  blood  of  the 
wretched  Ivan  was  yet  reeking  from  the  ground: 
Catharine  was  moved  at  the  unhappy  lot  of  his 
family;  and  knowing  that  (he  had  no  longer 
any  thing  to  fear  from  the  duke,  (he  offered 
him  his  liberty,  with  the  means  of  retiring  to 
Germany.  The  prince  refufcd.  ^<  Why  (hould^ 
i^  I  go/'  anfwcrcd  he,  «  out  of  the  ruffian  cm* 

"  pirc. 
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^  pirc>  to  publifli  the  excels  of  my  mifcries, 
^  and  to  excite  a  fniitleis  companion*?'* 
.  YafliltTchikoff*  bad  now  a  long  time  filled  the 
{dace  of  favourite*  Never  abufing  his  influence 
eidier  for  accumulating  immenfe  riches  to  him- 
k\f,  or  for  hurting  his  rivals^  he  excited  no 
envy.  The  emprefs  would  frequently  praife  his 
moderation  i  and  that  quality,  fo  uncommon  in 
a  courtier,  feemed  to  render  him  more  dear  to 
her/rom  day  to  day.  But  on  a  fudden  he  had  loft 
the  art  of  pleafmg^  and  at  the  very  inftantwhen 
he  had  juft  been  receiving  additional  tokens  of 
her  tenderoe(5>  an  order  was  brought  him  to 
repair  to  Mo&o.  He  obeyed,  Frefh  prefents 
from  the  fovereign  attended  him  on  the  road* 
jBut  it  was  only  a  remuneration  of  form ;  the 
heart  had  no  (hare  in  itf. 

Whether  it  was  that  OrlofF  had  been  fccretly 
ye  called  from  Reval,  or  whether  he  found  his 

♦  TThc  account  of  the  farther  circumftances  that  attended 
this  family  will  be  found  very  near  the  conclufion  of  the  pre* 
cxding  volume,  where  the  part  of  the  hiftory  concerning  them 
inras  fomcwhat  anticipated,  for  the  fake  of  keeping  the  ind^ 
yiduals  of  the  fanuly  together  in  one  view. 

f  Vafliltfchikoff  continued  in  favour  zz  months.  ItwiU 
jhcreafter  be  mentioned  to  what  the  prefents  amounted 
which  Cathanae  made  to  him  as  wcU  as  to  her  othqv 
^ouric£8» 

ftay 
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rlby  in  that  city  infupportable,  he  now  came 
^bicky  and  made  his  appearance  at  court.    The 
tmprefs  threw  no  cenfures  on  his  behaviour* 
She  received  him>  on  the  contrary^  with  an 
appearance  of  joy.    Proud  of  this  reception  and 
of  the  remembrance  of  his  pad  favour^  depend* 
ing  ftill  on  the  fubmiflfion  of  his  creatures^  who 
were  in  great  numbers^  he  thought  himfelf  able 
to  refume  his  honours  and  his  influence*    While 
he  was  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  them>  he  often 
feemed  to  difdain  them.     No  fooner  was  he 
deprived  of  them  than  he  felt  them  to  be  ne« 
ceflary  to  him.    Orloff,  born  in  obfcurity,  and 
brought  up  in  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  barracks, 
had  found  himfelf  raifed  on  a  fudden  to  a  poinc 
of  elevadon,  which,  by  fwelling  his  natural  pride, 
had  neither  altered  his  tafte,  nor  polifhed  his 
manners.    Eleven  years  palTed  about  the  perfbn 
of  the  emprefs,  in  the  refinements  of  luxury  and 
•Toluptuoufnefs,  withheld  him  not  from  braving 
the  inclemency  of  the  feafons,  nor  from  expofing 
himfelf  to  the  fevercft  fatigues,  nor  from  the 
purfuit  of  the  coarfeft  indulgences.    Since  his 
difmiflal  from  the  poft  of  favourite,  he  remained 
jn  poffeffion  of  an  annual  revenue  of  250,009 
pbles,   and  of  valuables    to  the  amount  of 
^00,000;   inftead  of  maintaining  a  houfebold 
^ith  grandeur  and  m^ificeacci  l^e  )(4  the  life 
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of  an  officer  in  garrifon.  In  a  condition  to  keep 
a  table  delicately  ferved  and  fupplied^  be  ate 
almoft  always  with  the  commenfals  of  the  courts 
who  kept  very  ordinary  cheer.  He  was  not  more 
choice  in  his  amours.  It  was  indifferent  to  him» 
whether  he  breathed  out  his  flame  to  an  ugly 
and  iquaUd  Finn^  to  a  favage  Kalmukj  or  to  the 
handfomeft  woman  of  Peterfburg. 

Jealous  of  the  authority  enjoyed  by  his  rivals, 
and  contemplating  with  envy  the  throne  on 
which  he  had  long  flattered  himfelf  with  the 
expcdlation  of  fittmg,  Orlofi^  demanded  to  be 
re-eftabli(hed  in  the  exercifeofhisfundions>  and 
that  he  whom  he  accufed  of  being  the  prime 
mover  of  his  difgracc,  count  Panin,  fliould  be 
fent  into  exile.  Orloflf  ieemed  at  that  moment 
to  have  regained  his  afcendant  over  the  heart  of 
Catharine.  She  appeared  in  his  fight  with  all 
the  fondnefs  that  the  tendered  paflion  could  in-* 
fjpire,  and  made  not  the  leaft  hefitation  in  reftor- 
ing  him  to  all  his  employments.  Her  majcfty, 
however,  refufed  to  confcnt  to  the  banifliment 
of  Panin;  and  the  prince  was  obliged  to  be 
fetisfied  with  obtaining  her  promife  to  remove 
him  from  court,  as  foon  as  the  grand  duke 
^ould  be  married. 

I^anin  was  deeply  chagrined  at  feeing  Orloff 
icinftated  in  his  employments.    But  he  had  no 

one 
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I  hlmfelfj  fince  he  had 

[I  event  it.     Happy  in  the 

;  jcncc  which  he  enjoyed, 

the   midfl:   of  affairs^ 

cat  in  the   tumult  of  the 

in   fuddcn   fits  oif  rcfeiit- 

:   any   pains   to   injure   hi5 

f  greater  ability  than  they> 

fc   mortification   to  fee  them 

Mnrn  is  a  good  creature/'  (aid  ^ 

ind   long  ftudicd  his  charafter. 

if  nothing  but  cafe  and  fullennefs. 

ijy  be  his  friend  by  pretending  to 

bons  mots,  and  by  furni(hing  him 

pportunity  for  cxercifing  his  talent  for 

He  husfclf,  on  fuch  occafions>  will 

A'ith  all  his  heart  i  and  he  forgets  the 

^  of  government,  the  dilpatches,  the  cott** 

,  and  tht  intrigues  that  are  formed  agaioft 


the  mean  time  the  building^  and  embeHifli^ 

>ts  of  St.  Petcrflburg  proceeded  without  inter- 

^:>tion  I  and  works  of  really  imperial  magnifi* 

nee  were  brought  to  efieft,  which  render  that 

ity  in  many  refpeds  fuperior  to  any  other. 

ihe  Neva,  the  Fontanka,  and  the  Katarina- 

VOL.  lu  T  paw^j 
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Canal ^,  were  embanked  with  granite ;  and  pro^ 
vided  with  fpacious  quays  of  the  fame  material, 
and  elegant  baUuftrades  of  iron,  fo  as  to  form 
agreeable  walks  through  the  fcveral  quarters  of 
the  town.  Suniptuous  bridges  richly  ornamented, 
of  hewn  granite,  were  likewife  conftrudted  in 
various  parts  acrofs  the  Moika,  the  Fontanka, 
and  the  fcveral  canals  that  unite  their  dreams. 
Palaces  and  public  offices  were  crededs  among 
them  a  palace  of  prodigious  magnitude,  built  en- 
tirely of  marble  of  divers  colours  from  Siberia f. 
If  the  eye  of  the  ftranger,  dazzled  with  fo  much 
brilliance  and  fplendour  as  this  refidence  affords, 
fees  with  concern  and  almoft  with  difguft,  the  in- 
tervals of  wretched  huts  and  dirty  lanes;  yet  the 
inhabiunt  recoUedting  with  real  fatisfaftion  the 
former  condition  of  moft  of  the  quarters  and 

*  The  beautiful  ftream  that  forms  the  Neva,  branches  off 
into  the  h'ttle  Neva,  the  Nefka,  the  river  Moika,  the  river 
Fontanka,  into  all  which  fall  feveral  canals,  all  together 
forming  the  large  and  little  iflands  (oflrofs)  on  which 
Peterfburg  is  built, 

f  The  magnificence  of  this  palace  is  fuch,  that  it  never 
fails  to  remind  the  bcfiolder  who  feeS  it  for  the  firft  time,  of 
what  he  has  read  in  the  **  Arabian  Nights,"  fairy  and  genii 
talcs,  and  the  like.  The  emperor  Paul  has  alCgned  it  for 
the  refidence  of  the  king  of  Poland,  by  whom  it  is  now 
inhabited* 

^  ftrcetSj 
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ftrcetSj  feels  the  more  lenfibly  the  almoft  magical 
improvements,  and  looks  forward  with  com- 
placency at  what  the  whole  muft  gradually 
becon)e.  Of  the  immenfe  Ladoga- canal>  the 
banks  that  were  fupportcd  by  timbers  are,  fince 
17631  faced  with  ftone.  The  many  beneficent 
and  public- fpirited  inftitutions  of  the  emprefs 
required  new  buildings,  which  were  conftantly 
cre&cd  with  magnificence  and  tafle.  .  Nor  were 
her  cares  confined  to  the  refidence  alone,  other 
cities  were  likewife  growing  in  riches  and  fplen* 
dour  under  her  forming  hand;  Mofko,  T\rer> 
Toula,  Kief,  &c.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
St.  Pctcrlburg  arofc  and  grew  up  in  1767,  and 
is  fince  in  a  flourifhing  ftate^  the  german  colony 
Saratofka. 

In  the  midft  of  the  turkifh  war,  Catharine 
purchafed  in  Holland  pifhires  to  the  amount  of 
60,000  rubles  •;  in  France  for  15,000  rubles, 
and  in  Italy  a  multitude  of  inimitable  curiofities^ 
—That  noble  aA  of  bounty  which  fhe  fliewed  to 
Diderot  in  1775,  gained  her  the  efteem  of  all 
literary  men,  in  buying  his  library  at  a  price  far 
above  its  value,  and  then  appointing  him  her 
librarian  of  it  fer  his  life,  with  a  large  annual 
ilipcnd, 

*  The  fhip  which  had  them  on  board  was  wrecked  on  the 
coaft  of  Finlandi  and  the  whole  colleftion  was  loft. 

T  2  The 
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The  expenditure  on  her  court-eftablifliment 
at  this  time  was  reckoned  at  4,000)3000  of 
rubles  annually  -,  the  numerous  and  always  im* 
penal  prefcnts  to  her  officers,  ftatefmen,  and 
ftvourites^  not  included.  Her  court,  the  moft 
brilliant  in  all  Europe,  was  the  refort  of  male  and 
female  beauty  ;  young  perfons  of  talents,  grey- 
headed commanders,  able  politicians,  refpedtable 
nfatrons,  and  a  multitude  of  high  nobility,  who, 
by  their  friendlinefs,  affability^  hofpitality,  and 
poliflied  manners,  rendered  their  fbciety  ex- 
tremely agreeable.— Prince  Gregory  Ork>ff^  was 
no  niggard  of  his  wealths  He  caufed  to  be 
built,  at  the  diftance  of  eight  or  ten  mites  from 
Tzarfko-fclo,  the  magnifkent  paJace  of  Gat- 
fliina;  which  the  emprefs,  on  his  death,  purchafed 
at  a  very  high  price,  and  made  it  a  prefent 
to  her  fon  the  grand  duke ;  who,  as  is  welt 
known,  always  refided  there,  and  was  fond  of  the 
place*.  About  1774,  when  Orloff  was  out  of 
favour,  fome  people  imagined  it  was  for  having 
preferred  his  private  intercft  to  the  good  of 
the  date :  it  certainly  was  not  the  cafe  in  that 

*  In  1 780  the  gra^d  duke  built  a  psdace  for  himfelf  at  the 
diftance  of  Bvc  verfts  from  Tzarfko-fclo,  which  he  named 
F^vlofsky  and  fumifhed  it  with  greater  tafte  than  mag- 
nificence* However  he  ftill  retained  his  liking  for  Gat- 
fliuuw    . 

inftance  > 


1774*]  EMPRESS   CATHARINE  11.  ft77 

inftaoce;    but    it  is   no  lefs   true,    that   fhe. 
made  it  a  conft^ot  rule  to  employ  no  minifter 
of  that  defcription.     She  knew  how  and  when  to 
reward   without  being   fummoned   to  it;  and 
never  would  fuffer  herfelf  to  be  governed  by 
perfonal  regards*    Even  \n  Orloff's  golden  days» 
when  he  was  in  the  higheft  fevour,  his  influence 
in  ftate  affairs  was  far  from  decifive :  Panin  op^ 
pofed  him;  and  held  his  place  in  defiance  of 
him.    Other  favourites  were  of  jftill  lefs  fignifi- 
cance.  If  afterwards  Potemkin,  for  a  continuance 
of  30  years,  could  do  every  thing  with  Ca- 
tharine, and  at  laft  raifed  himfelf  to  an  all-dire£):- 
ing  ftatefman ;  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  he 
had  the  head,  and  the  courage  and  energy,  which» 
with  the  gradual  unfolding  of  his  talents  as  he 
advanced,  fitted  him  for  a  prime  minifter:  thbygh 
withal,  his  ambition  and  love  of  command  were  of 
the   rudeft  and  moft  dangerous  nature,*— The 
princefe  Dalhkoff*  was  not  of  OrlofPs  party,  but 
belonged  rather  to  Panin's;  after  a  )ong  abfence 
in  a  kind  of  folitude  (he  appeared  again  at  court  in 
1 77 J,  received  from  the  emprefs  a  prefcnt  of 
60,000  rubles,  with  fubfequent  marks  of  her 
favour  and  the  poft  of  dircdtor  of  the  academy  of 
fcienccs.     Count  Panin  filled  unitedly  the  moft 
important  places  with  the  emprefs  and  the  tzar* 
T  3  cvitch  J 
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evitch^;  and  nothing  can  be  faid  more  to  his 
honour  than  that  he  gained  the  efteem  and  affec- 
tion of  them  both.  The  whole  public  alfo  afcribed 
to  him  perfeffc^  integrity  in  conjunction  with  a 
too  great  love  of  cafe.  He  diredked  the  foreign 
affairs^  and  his  voice  in  the  council  was  of  very 
great  weight.  As  preceptor  of  the  grand  duke 
he  was  beloved  by  that  prince  with  a  truly  filial 
affedlion.  Few  princely  families  can  fliew  an 
inftance  of  greater  tcndernefs  of  heart  than  one 
-which  we  know  of  Paul  Pctrovitch :  in  count 
Panin's  lad  itlnefs  the  tears  of  the  imperial  youth 
inccffantly  flowed  as  he  knelt  by  his  bed-fide, 
and  gratefully  kifled  the  hand  of  his  dying  mailer* 
After  his  death  the  fincerity  of  the  princess  grief 
was  manifeft  to  the  few  who  then  had  accefs  to  him. 
An  impartial  obfcryer  who  faw  the  emprefs  in 
1772  and  1773,  defcribes  her  in' the  following 
manner:  **  She  is  of  that  ftaturc  which  is  necef- 
farily  requifite  to  perfcdl  elegance  of  form  in  ^, 
lady.  She  has  fine  large  blue  eyes;  her  eyebrows 
and  hair  are  of  a  brownifli  colours  her  mouth  is 
well-proportioned,  the  chin  round,  the  nofc  rather 

^  Literally  the  tzar's  fon ;  the  imperial  fucceflbr.  Foi^ 
mcrly  this  was  the  only  ftyle  of  the  heir  apparent.  So 
lately  as  the  time  of  Peter  the  great,  his  fon  was  alway$ 
palled  tzarevhch. 

long^ 
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longi  the  forehead  regular  and  open»  her  hands 
and  arms  round  and  white,  her  comple£lion 
not  entirely  clear^  and  her  Ihape  rather  plump 
than  meagre;  her  neck  and  bofom  high^  and 
ihe  bears  her  head  with  peculiar  grace  and 
dignity.  She  lays  on,  as  is  univerfally  the 
cuflom  with  the  fair  fex  in  Ruflia,  a  pretty  ftrong 
rouge.  She  has  adopted  the  ufual  habit  of  the 
ruffian  ladies  as  the  model  of  her  drefs,  which,  by 
fome  flight  alterations  in  it,  (he  has  fo  improved, 
that  it  is  not  only  very  becoming,  but  may 
very  properly  be  deemed  an  elegant  mode  or 
attire.  She  never  puts  on  rich  cloches  except  on 
folemn  feftivals ;  when  her  head  and  cof fet  are 
entirely  fet  with  brilliants :  in  grand  proceffions 
ihe  wears  a  crown  of  diamonds  and  precious 
ftones.^-*-Her  gait  is  majeftic;  in  the  whole 
of  her  form  and  manner  there  is  fomething 
fo  dignified  and  noble,  that  if  fhe  were  to  be 
fccn,  without  ornament  or  any  outward  marks  of -^ 
diftinftion,  among  a  great  number  of  ladies 
of  rank,  ftie  would  be  immediately  efteemed  the 
chief.  There  is  withal  in  the  features  of  her 
face  and  in  her  looks  an  uncommon  degree 
of  authority  and  command.  In  her  charafter 
there  is  more  of  livclinefs  than  gravity.  She 
is  courteous^  g^nde,  beneficent ;  outwardly 
devout. 

T  4  "  Her 
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<^  Htt  ordinary  method  of  life,  in  ^hich  flic  hft   '> 
almofl:  always  perfevered,  was,  at  that  time,  this ; 
About  fix  o'clock  in  the  mornmg  the  cmpref^ 
ufually  rifes.      Frequently,  and   even   in   th6 
depth  of  winter,   (nay,  in  the  latter  years  of 
her  life  almoft  commonly,)  earlier.  .  She  ufeSj, 
without  calling  any  one,  to  prepare  her  own 
breakfaft;  as  in  general  flic  is  not  fond  of  be- 
ing much  waited  on,  and  accordingly  difpenfes 
with  all  attendance    on    her  perfon  as  much 
as  poflible.      The  bufinefe  of  her   toilet  lafts 
not  long;  during  which  (he  figns  commiffions, 
orders,  and  papers  of  various  purport.     On  days 
when  the  council  doejs  not  meet  in  her  apart- 
ments, (he  is  bufied  alone  in  the  cabinet  from 
eight  till  eleven  of  the  forenoon  i  (he  then  ufually 
goes  to  chapel,  where  the  fervice^continucs  till 
twelve.     From  this  time  till  one,  fome  of  the 
minifters  of  the  feveral  departments  have  accefs 
to  her.    After  the  table  is  removed,  to  which 
ihe  fits  down  at  lateft  at  about  half  after  one,  flic 
goes  to  work  again  for  an  hour  or  two,  accords 
ing  as  buHnefs  may  require ;  flie  then  walks, 
rides   on   horfeback,   or   goes  out  in  a   coach 
or  fledge ;  and  at  fix  her  majefty  appears  at  the 
play-houfc,  where  the  performances  are  alter- 
nately in  french  and  ruffian.     If  the   eniiprefs 
takes  her  fupp?r  in  public,  (which  happens  ex- 
tremely   * 
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tremely  feldotn,)  it  never  continues  later  thfto 
half  ^ftcr  ten;  at  other  times  flie  retires  at  ten. 

"  The  only  court-day  in  the  whole  week,  holi- 
days excepftedj  is  funday.  On  this  day  in  th6 
inorning,  as  die  emprefs  paiies  from  chapel  to 
her  apartments,  fhe  gives  the  ambafladors  and 
foreigners  of  rank  ^ho  have  been  once  pre- 
fented,  her  hand  to  kifs;  likewife  fuch  perfons 
^s  have  any  petition  to  prefcnt  or  defirc  to  re-* 
ttnii  thanks  for  bounties  received,  are  prefemed 
on  this  day  to  the  empfefs,  and  kris  her  hand^ 
dropping  on  one  knee. — The  court  begins  not 
till  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening.  At  the  (ame 
time  a  ball  or  concert  is  ufually  given :  the 
cmprefs  never  dances,  but  fits  down  immediately 
to  cards,  having  previoufly  told  the  chamberlain 
in  waiting  whom  (he  will  have  of  her  party.  In 
autumn  1772,  it  was  commonly  the  auftriM 
and  prufllan  minifiers,  and  of  her  own  minift'cra 
count  RazumofFsky,  prince  Gallttzin,  and  the 
two  counts  ChcrnichefF,  The  cmprefs  plays  at 
piquet,  or  feme  other  ganie  at  which  (he  is  not 
obliged  to  be  conftantly  filcnt.  A  fcmicirclc  i& 
formed  round  her  card-table,  which  the  ladies 
begin  on  the  left  hand,  and  the  privy-gounlellore 
clofe  on  the  right,  When  the  cmprefs  has 
finiflled  her  game,  (he  gets  up  and  talks  in* 
difcriminately'  with  the  ladits,  generals,  and 
^  minifters 
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overturn  the  throne  of  Catharine.  Some  parts 
of  the  condud  of  that  princefs  had  excited  great 
difcontents  in .  a  confiderable  number  of  her 
fubjeds.  Several  of  the  antient  nobility  took 
offence  at  the  caprices  and  arrogant  airs  of  her 
fiivourites;  while  the  clergy  burnt  with  th^ 
defire  of  revenge  for  the  lofs  of  their  privileges, 
and  the  people  murmured  at  the  vexations  with"* 
out  number  to  which  they  were  expofed^  The 
boors^  in  fhortj  were  almoft  become  deiperate  at 
feeing  their  children  fucceffively  ravifhed  fix>m 
their  families  for  furnifhing  recruits  to  the  armies 
which  the  fword  of  the  Turks^  and  the  horrible 
plague,  were  inceflantly  mowing  down  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube.  The  kozaks  of  the  Don 
gave  the  firft  fignal  of  revolt,  They  had  at 
their  head  a  man^  who,  knowing  their  credulity, 
and  feeing  the  fpirit  of  difcontent  that  was  fpread 
timong  them,  quickly  fucceeded  in  caufing 
•fcvcral  provinces  to  rifc,  and  who,  if  he  had 
been  mafter  of  more  art  in  taking  advantage 
of  his  fuccefTes,  would  undoubtedly  have  given 
a  different  turn  to  the  fate  of  RulTia. 

But  it  (hould  firft  be  explained  what  it  was 
that  determined  this  man  to  take  upon  him 
the  bold  part  he  played.  The  popes  could  not 
forgive  Catharine  for  not  reftoring  to  them  their 
poircfTions.    The/  had  recourfe,  therefore,  to 

impofturc, 
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impofturc,  as  one  of  the  moft  fure  and  cafy 
means  of  revenge  5  having  learned^  from  the 
ecclefiaftical  hiftory  of  all  ages  and  nations^  how 
feldom  it  fails  of  fuccefs.  They  privately  fpread 
abroad  the  report  that  Peter  III.  was  not  dead  ^ 
and  that  he  would  foon  make  his  appearance  to 
reclaim  his  throne  of  the  emprefs. 

A  falfe  Peter  III.  had  indeed  prefentcd  himfelf 
in  the  province  of  Voronctch  *  j  but  lie  was 
taken^  declared  to  be  an  impoftor^  and  punKhed 
with  death. 

Some  years  afterf ,  a  dcfcrtcr  from  the  regi- 
ment of  OrlofF^  named  ChernichefF,  appeared  in 
the  village  of  Kopenka^  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
Krimea,  and  alfo  gave  out  that  he  was  the 
emperor  fuppofed  to  be  dead.  The  popes  pro* 
cured  him  a  great  number  of  partifans;  and 
they  were  preparing  to  crown  him  in  a  church, 
when  a  colonel  of  the  rufSan  troops,  who  had 
been  informed  that  Che^niclieff'  was  inciting  the 
people  to  a  revolt)  came  and  feiaed  on  him,  and 
inftandy  caufcd  his  head  to  be  ilruck  off*. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  naval  war  in  the 
Archipelago,  the  Montenegrins  made  head 
againll  the  Turks,  refufcd  to  pay  the  ufual 

*  He  was  a  (hoemaker  of  Voronctch,  and  appciffcd  in 

1767. 

t  In  1770* 

tribute. 
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tribute,  and  drove  the  collc6bors  out  of  their 
diftrift.  To  this  they  were  incited  by  a  foreigner, 
,  mod  probably  an  lUyrian,  named  Stefano  Pic-> 
colo,  who  in  the  fcven-years  war  had  ferved 
among  the  auflrian  irregular  troops,  and  after** 
wards  could  find  no  inclination  to  peace  and 
tranquillity.  Count  OrlofF,  in  1769,  took  ad* 
vantage  of  his  fituation  in  thofe  parts,  and  fent 
to  him  prince  Michael  Dolgorouky;  but  he 
would  not  be  pcrfuaded  to  agree  to  the  propolals 
of  thcfc  commanders,  felt  himfelf  rather  uneafy 
too  under  the  ruffian  guard  that  had  been  fet  over 
him,  and  found  means,  by  one  artifice  or  another, 
to  circulate  the  report  that  he  was  really  the 
dethroned  emperor,  Peter  III.  The  enthufiafm 
infpired  by  the  ruffian  name  among  the  Greeks 
of  thofe  provinces,  led  them  eafily  to  believe 
that  what  he  pretended  was  true.  Some  of 
their  bilhops  warmly  encouraged  the  enthufiafm; 
and  this  ftratagem  occafioned  an  infurredion 
among  the  people.  But  it  was  not  long  before 
the  janiffaries  obliged  the  Illyrian  to  take  to  flight: 
more  fortunate  than  the  other  falfe  Peters,  he 
efcaped  the  fcaffold. 

A  fourth  impoftor  appeared  afterwards  in  the 
government  of  Oufa.     By  birth  a  vaflal  on  an 
eftate  belonging  to  the  family  of  Vorontzofl^,  he 
fled  among  the  kozaks,  and  followed  a  detach- 
ment 
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mcnt  which  went,  at  the  beginning  of  1772,  to 
join  the  ruffian  army.     On  coming  up  to  one  of 
the  ftations  in  the  deiert  between  the  Don  and 
the    Volga,  he   afTembied  his    comrades,    and 
affured  them  that  he  was  Peter  III.     This  ftupid 
and  barbarous  crew  believed  him,  acknowledged 
him  as  emperor,  and  fwore  to  die  in  his  defence. 
This  done,  he  proceeded  to  appoint  his  minifters, 
his  generals,  and  prepared  himfelf  for  wearing 
the  crown  with  as  much  confidence  as  if  he  had 
been  in  pofleflfion  of  a  kingdom  and  a  powerful 
army.     But  his  reign  was  not  long.     At  the  end 
of  a  few  hours  a  ruffian  officer  came,  and  caught 
hold  of  his  upftart  majefty  by  the  hair  of  his 
head,  caufed  him  to  be  bound  by  his  own  fub- 
je£ts,    and   fent  him  to  prifon  at   Tzaritzin. 
There  the  ibldiers  and  the  inhabitants,  excited 
by  the  monks,  made  an  attempt  to  (et  free  the 
impoftor.     But  colonel  ZipIetofF,  commandant 
of  the  fortrels,  a  part  of  the  garrifon  having  re- 
tained their   fidelity^   fucceeded,   by  means  of 
their  fire-arms,  in  difperfing  the  feditious.     The 
impoftor  was  immediately  condemned  to  the 
knoot,  and  perUhed  under  the  fcourge  of  the 
hangman. 

A  prifoncrat  Irkutzk  attempted,  in  177a,  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  four  delinquents  of 
whom  we  have  juft  been  Ipeaking,  and  met  with 

no 
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no  better  a  fke.  All  cheic  tragical  farces  were 
only  ihe  prelude  to  fanguinary  foencs  preparing 
by  a  more  formidable  villain. 

Catharine  now  was  doomed  to  fee  the  third 
and  greatefl:  calamity  that  be&l  her  during  the 
whole  of  her  reign  {  an  open  rebellion  and  its 
attendant^  a  civil  war.     This  calamity  alfo  took 
ats  rife  in  Afia,  and  proceeded  quite  to  Mofco* 
The  author  of  it  was  Ikhelman  ♦  Pugadbefij  the 
fon  of  a  kozak,  dnd  born  at  Simoveiflcj  a  village 
on  the  borders  of  the  Don.     He  ferved  at  firjft 
as  a  common  foldier  in  the  army  which  the 
emprefs  Elizabeth  fent^  in  1756^  againft  the 
king  of  Pruflia.    He  afterwards  made  the  cam^^^ 
paigQ  of  1769  agamft  the  Turks^  and  foughl 
under  general  Panin  at  the  fiege  of  Benden    On 
the  furrender  of  that  town  he  applied  for  his 
difmtiSoa  s  which  was  refuied  him*     Upon  this 
he  fled  to  Poland.     Here  fome  hermits  of  the 
greek  confellionj  of  whom  he  demanded  the 
rights  of  Jiofpitahty^  kept  him  concealed  for 
fome  time. 

With  thWe  hermits  he  frequently  difcourfed 
of  his  campaigns  and  his  various  adventures* 
One  day  he  related  to  thcmj  that  while  he  was 

*  Some  |>erfon8  call  him  Ycmclka,  and  others  Ycmdyyi 
]Pugatfhef ;  but  he  is  named  Ikhelman  in  the  manifeftos  of 
the  emprtfsi 

in 
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10  the  army  of  general  Fanin,  a  ruffian  officer 
faid  to  him>  .afcer  confidering  him  for  a  long, 
time,  "  If  the  emperor  Peter  III.  my  nuifterj 
*^  was  not  dead,  I  Ihould  believe  that  I  law  him 
*^  once  more  in  thee/'  The  hermits  feemed  not 
to  pay  much  attention  to  this  matters  but  Ibme 
time  after,  one  of  their  comrades,  whom  Pu- 
gat(heiFhad  not  yet  feen,  exclaimed  all  at  once> 
*^  Is  not  that  the  emperor  Peter  III  ?**    The 
monks  then  made  attempts  to  feduce  him ;  and 
found  no  great  trouble  in  fucceeding.    As  foon 
as  he  was  prepared  for  being  employed  as  an 
inftrumcat  in  their  impofture,  he  went  to  the 
town  of  Dubranka^  where  he  ftayed  fome  days« 
Thence  he  proceeded  to  Jitde  Ruifia,  and  fbm 
journed  ^mong  the  feftaries,  who  are  very  nu- 
aierous  in  thoie  parts*  and  pradife  the  greek 
religion  as  it  was  taught  by  the  primidvc  church. 
The  impoftor  who  pretended  to  the  greateft 
iandity,  a0umed  the  garb  of  a  patriarch,  and 
beftowed  his  bencdiftions  on  the  people  with 
the  air  of  a  new  apoiUe.    He  declared  that 
he  had  no  views  for  his  own  intereft,  he  being 
entirely  weaned  from  the  vanities  of  the  wc^d, 
and  the  remainder  of  his  life  devoted  wholly  to 
piety;  and  that  as  foon  as  he  had  placed  his  dear 
fon  upon  the  throne,  he  would  agsun  retire  to 
lead  the  life  of  a  hermit.    Notwithftaading  the 
VOL.  II.  1^  groflheft 


gct^tik  6?  thU  inipoftore,  the  pttiabfenftfi  mi 
Akt^tUoVkt  cirtunlltiahces  6f  the  tsale^  (it>eratmB 
t^dli  the  difeoAtent  smd  i|H6»n<:e  of  Chb  pteopte^ 
I^Meuml  him  <A  infinite  nMiber  oJT  fbUoWetSa 
ah)&iig  \<4i(im  trere  iMny  of  th«  nobilil^  ^  the 
gbVk^nhitnt  df  Otembergji  where  the  troubles 
bifgSuTj  as  wtU  as  of  the  adjoining  countms, 
AfrsM  *6f  being  dcteiftcd  as  a  dtfcrter,  he  ran  tb 
At  kozaks  df  the  banks  of  the  Yaik,  a  riVer  tb 
Which  Catharine  lias  Sikre  giVtn  the  name  of 
Otiral  ^.     Pugatfiieff  commuhtcattd  to  feTtral 
6f  dieifc  kozaks  the  de'fign  he  had  formed  of 
f  tittihg  himfcif  at  the  head  of  a  pkrtjr,  ftti4 
engaged  them  to  accompany  him  iifto  die 
ihbuntains  of  Catteailis^  Vr^  the  afliuance  tha^ 
lEhtte  they  wotiM  find  pb^ctftl  fuccows.    They 
t>drtSgnofant  as  yet  tliit  he  Titei  refolved  to  give 
hirfifelf  otit  ft)T  i?ctcr  111.    Bw,  as  it  was  known 
iJiathfe  wasdifpofiffgthe  ^ieopfc  tb  fedidon,  hfe 
was  feized  Ht  Malko^slda^  !ihd  fent  tb  take  hfs 
trial  at  ICafin.    The  governor  here  negleAcd  to 
proTecute  him.    Pugatfhef^  While  in  prifon^  was 
frequently  vitireid  by  the  'popes,  who,  it  is  not 

*  Sttristk>cA)Utenitetlie  uleiaoryDFtlieTCToIt^  tbcft 
koiaka  that  the  enopreii  ordered  the  name  of  the  river 
yiik  to  be  changed  into  that  of  Oural,  and  the  "aimt 
i  Ac  mouiitama  of  Yaik  'into  that  of  Ac  OihJ&« 


to 
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to  btc  doubted^  were  in  ppffeflion  of  his  fecrec 
They  furnifticd  him  with  money,  which  he 
employed  in  corrupting  his  guards^  and  made 
his  cfcape*  He  immediately  rejoined  fome  of 
his  old  comrades^  went  down  the  Volga  as  far  as 
the  mouth  of  the  Irghis,  proceeded  up  that  river, 
and  penetrated  into  the  defert.  Here  he  faw  his 
company  increafing  from  day  to  day ;  and  whtn 
he  thought  he  might  fafely  reckon  on  a  formi* 
dable  party,  he  publicly  declared  that  he  was  the 
emperor  Peter  III.  delivered  by  a  miracle  from 
the  hand  of  his  aflaflins* 

It  was  npt  at  firft  known  with  certainty  what 
could  have  moved  him  to  this  foul,  revolt,  and 
induced  him  to  a6t  fo  dangerous  a  part.  Some 
imagined  it  was  at  the  inftigation  of  the  divan : 
and  indeed  the  Turks  could  not  have  wifhed  for 
a  more  timely  diverlion,  and  which  aiftually 
wrought  very  powerfully  in  their  behalf  in  1773. 
Others  law  in  this  bulinefs  the  finger  of  the 
french  miniftry,  which,  on  finding  its  hopes  of 
the  enervation  pf  Rullia  by  the  difturbances  in 
Poland  and  the  war  with  Turkey  fruftrated, 
inlght  have  riecurred  to  die  artifice  pf  raifing  up 
an  inteftine  foe.  However,  of  all  this  no  traqe 
was  ever  to  be  difcovered.  PugatlheflF  had  no 
foreigner  about  him,  and  at  length  ftood  in  need 
of  &r  better  counfel  than  he  coukl  obtam  from 
u  2  his 
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his  own  unformed  though  not  very  defe&ivQ 
und^rltanding.  If  any  curopean  cabinet  was 
wording  at  a  diftance  upoi^  him  and  through 
him^  it  was  necefTary  that  he  fhould  at  lea(^ 
have  begun  his  rebellion,  "ere  the  thought  could 
have  occurred  to  it  of  meddling  in  the  matter. 
Perhaps  therefore,  as  fome  fqrmifedi  tl^e  firft 
movement  was  in  himfclf.  What  was  unde- 
niably  the  caufe  that  moved  his  tribe  to  join 
him  was  the  religious  diftord  that  fubflfted 
between  that  race  and  the  domineering  church. 
In  Ruflia  there  is  a  fort  of  feparatifts,  who  in 
the  former  century  fprung  up  on  the  kitroduftion 
of  fome  alterations  in  the  ecclefiaftical  rites  and 
ceremonies  by  the  patriarch  Nicon.  The  go- 
vernment encouraged  his  reformation  5  while 
many  of  the  fubjefts  regarded  it  with  abhorrence, 
as  an  innovation,  and  the  patriarch  himfelf  as 
antichrift.  For  thefe  people  the  party-name 
Roikolniki,  which  is  tantamount  to  heretics  or 
ichifmatics,  was  invented  -,  but  they  call  them- 
felves  Starovertzi,  or  Believers  according  to  the 
old  faith.  They  rejeft  all  that  is  done  by  the 
prevailing  church  as  unholy;  becaufe  they  think 
the  fucceOion  of  bilhops  interrupted  by  Nicon> 
and  therefore  refufe  to  acknowledge  his  adhe- 
rents for  true  prieft3.  They  defpife  the  public 
worihip  which  is  adminiftered  by  the  clergy 

appointed 
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appointed  by  government,   never  receive  the 
communion  of  them,  nor  fuffcr  their  children  to 
be  baptized  at  their  hands.    On  the  other  hand^ 
they  boaO:  their  bilhops  and  prieft^  to  have 
received  genuine  confecration  frotn  the  patriarch 
J^ofeph,   which  has  been  propagated  in  undif* 
turbed  fucccffion.    They  live,  howevel",  fo  cbfc 
and   retired,  that  their  difcipline  and  pritici* 
pies  are  not  thoroughly  knowd  i  as  they  have 
undergone  ibme  fevete  perfecutiohs^  efpecially 
in  former  times,  and  fo  lately  as  under  Peter  L 
Catharine  IL  immediately  on  her  acceflion  to 
the  government,  abolifhed  feVeral  regulations 
that  tended  much  to  the  difadvantagc  of  the 
Roikolnicks.     In  Ruftia  proper  there  are  but 
few  of  this  feft  of  faith  i  but  all  Siberia  is  full 
of  them ;  and  all  the  kozaks  of  the  Don  and  of 
fouthern  Afia  are  2ealot]fly  attached  to  it.    At 
firft  fight  it  may  appear  furprifing,  that  a  rude 
and  half-fevagc  people  ftiould  take  part  in  theo- 
logical controverfies  with  fo  much  zeal.    But  we 
learn  from  the  hiftory  of  Poland,  that  the  hor- 
rible wars  of  that  kingdom  with  its  proteded 
relatives  the  kozaks,  in  the  lad  century,   had 
like  wife  religious  coercion  for  their  foundation : 
a  defign  was  fof-med  to  force  them  to  throw  off 
the  original  form  of  their  primitive  religion,  and 
;o  bccomeof  what  were  called  the  United.  The 
u  3  hordes 
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hordes  of  kozaks  feem  to  be  extretriely  bigdted 
to  pure  orthodoxy,  and  to  hold  aU  attempt  at 
innovation  in  abhorrence.  In  &d,  it  is  won- 
derful that  governments  Ihould  think  of  perfe* 
cudi^  fuch  Hrnple  honeft  beings  for  their  notions 
on  thefe  and  fimilar  fubjefls. 

Befldes  this  animofity  to  the  efl!abK(hed 
church,  and  bcfides  the  natural  indonfiftehcy  of 
this  turbulent  people,  another  circuinftance  oc- 
curred to  the  kozaks  of  the  Yaik.  They  had 
for  feveral  years  before  been  engaged  in  violent 
difierenccs  with  their  attanian*,  concerning 
.  the  bounds  of  their  fifheries,  and  the  court  was 
oWiged  to  fend,  in  1767,  general  Traubenberg 
•and  the  captain  of  the  guards  JDurnoff  to  quell 
them.  But  the  kozaks  were  fo  diiTatisiied  with 
the  decifions  of  thefe  commiflioncrs,  that  they 
murdered  the  general,  and  cruelly  treated  the 
captain.  Thefe  crimes  remained  unpuriiflied, 
becaufe  the  government  was  too  much  employed 
in  foreign  concerns:  a  difad vantage  that  naturally 

♦  This  word  fignifics  a  commander. — But  It  differsfrora 
hctman,  which  fmpHes  the  chief  of  the  kozak  ftatc  colled* 
tvely-  This  latter  poft,  which  confers  great  wealth  as  well 
as  enonnous  power,  the  crown  has  often  fuffered  to  lie 
40npant«      EHaabeth  revived  it  for  her  favourite,  Razu- 

mJtiy*  CathariDe  abolIAied  the  dignity  again  iu  1764,'but 

^Bdids  conferred  it  on  prince  Fotemkin* 

attends 


(Mtcncb  n  tm  grcit  extent  of  empiiv»jchat  foreign 
politics  ahd  war  take  off  the  attention  and  cnctgy 
of  gOYcmment  fSrpm  the  interior.    The  kozaks 
themfthresy  however^  did  not  forget  whit  thvf 
had  done^    and  apprehended  very   dangerous 
confequences  from  it :  they  thought  rht  crown 
was    making    preparations    for   revenge^   and 
concluded  that  the  beft  iecurity  on  their  fide 
lagainll  it  was  a  farther  refiftance  by  ikieans  of 
jtcbeUion  t  befides>  they  fancied  that  the  filcmee 
of  die  court  was  a  mark  of  its  weakqefst  and  that 
ithey  might  therefoie  take  thefe  fteps  unheeded* 
In  ihort,  their  minds  in  general  were  bent  upon 
violent  meafures,  when  Pugatlhed^  made  his 
jif^ananGe   amopg   them,    and   renewed  ^ 
XranfaAions  of  the  Don-ko^k  $tenka  llaziiu 
which  were  ftill  frcih  in  t^e  i^etpory  pf  f<Hi»?> 
wh0|  in  the  preceding  century>  in  the  timp  pf 
the  reforming  patriarch  Niconj  had  r^if^^  fi 
dfbcmidable  rebellion,  JEbrft  among  the  hordes  q£ 
4lie  Volga^  and  .then  among  theni  of  the  Yaik. 
The  koeak6>  in  general,  from  the  levity  natural 
to  a  people  not  tied  down  tx>  a  calm  and  fedatje 
way  of  life,  are  not  accuftomed  to  aft  with  xion-  * 
fummaft  {midence^  and  havt  frequently  cauftd 
alarm  to  the  government  s  but  on  many  occa^ 
fions  like  wife  ^ckr  bravery  and  fid^ty  iharo 
been  of  coiiAent  iccvice  id  die  ruffian  empire. 

V  4  Fugatiheff 
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Pugatiheff  took  the  moft  effcfkual  means  of 
woiicing  on  the  temper  of  his  nation  bjr  giving 
himfelf  out  for  Peter  III.  pretending  that  he 
made  his  efcape  by  flight  through  an  extraordi- 
nary intervention  of  providence,  from  the  naur- 
derers  if?ho  were  determined  on  his  deftrudioni 
and  in  place  of  whom  a  foldier  very  like  him 
had  been  fubftituted  as  a  vidim  to  their  fury. 
That  the  report  of  his  death  was  only  a  fi£Uon 
coined  by  the  courts  to  compoic  the  minds  of 
the  peoplci  and  reconcile  them  to  the  prefent 
unlawful  government^  by  being  cut  off  from  all 
hopes  of  a  better. 

The  kozaks  on  the  borders  of  the  Cafpian, 
a  credulous  and  ignorant  race,  and  remote  from 
all  correfpondence  with  any  principal  towns, 
received  in  1773,  with  honeft  joy,  the  privact 
intelligence  of  the  condition  of  the  man  to  whom 
they  looked  up  for  deliverance  from  the  oppref- 
fions  of  the  predominant  church  1  and,  ftrangc 
as  It  may  feem,  this  very  circumflancc  made  the 
-fimple  ftory  credible  to  theiDi  la  .orjdcr  to 
juftify  the  dethronization  of  Peter,  the  people 
were  at  that  time  told,  that  he  wanted  to  alter 
ihc  drefs  and  the  rites  of  the  clergy>  to  (hake 
^e  eftabliihed  religion  to  its  very  foundations^ 
and  unlawfully  to  diminifh  the  fplendtd  revenues 
of  the  church*  Wiiat  idea  coukl  die  Jcozaks 
I  .J  entertain 
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entertain  of  that  emperor^  according  to  this 
account  of  hini>  but  as  of  a  genuine  rofkobik  *» 
who,  for  that  very  reafon,  was  deprived  of  his 
crown?  Theie  rofkolniks  now  began  to  look 
•about  them,  and  found  it  highly  natural,  that  he 

♦  Thefc  fcftarics  arc  called,  by  the  greek  dmftians, 
ro/kohuhl  or  heretic* ;  but  they  defignate  themfelves  by  the 
z^^tWaXionJiarover/kif  or  people  of  the  ancient  feith. — ^To 
give  an  idea  of  the  fanaticifm  and  intrepidity  of  thefc  wHd 
chriftians,  we  will  cite  the  example  of  one  of  their  pneftst 
named  Toma,  who  lived  during  the  reign  of  Peter  the 
great.— Toma  thought  proper  to  preach  at  Mofco  againft 
the  invocation  of  faints  and  fome  other  dogmas  of  the  do« 
minant  church.  The  clergy  cited  him  to  appear  before 
them,  and  exhorted  him  to  make  a  folemn  abjuration  of  his 
erroneous  tenet8«  Inftead  of  hearkening  to  their  admoni- 
tions, Toma  armed  himfelf  with  an  axe,  entered  the  church 
on  the  day  of  the  feaft  of  St.  Alexius,  and  hewed  to  pieces, 
not  only  the  figure  of  the  faint,  but  that  of  the  virgin. 
This  done,  he  got  up  into  the  pulpit,  to  explain  the  motives 
of  his  condudl ;  but  the  people  would  not  give  him  time  ta 
fpeak.  He  was  fentenced  to  hold  his  right  hand,  with  the 
hatchet  in  it,  over  a  fire,  till  it  was  entirely  confumed,  and 
then  to  be  burnt  alive.  Toma  heard  his  fentence  read  with 
the  utmqll  compofurc  of  mind ;  nor  did  his  courage  forfake 
lum  at  the  time  of  execution.  He  fedately  held  his  hand 
extended  over  the  flame :  and  when  he  was  laid  upon  the 
faggots,  he  continued  to  declaim  againft  the  abufe^  that  had 
been  introduced  into  religion.  *- Whenever  the  government 
has  thought  fit  to  oblige  the  rofkobiks  to  embrace  the  ruffian 
faith,  numbers  of  them  have  aflembled  by  familief  in  bamisy 
^and  have  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  burnt  alite.  This  bap* 
pescd  in  1722  in  various  p^t$  of  ^ufSa« 

would 
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vQuid  chraw  hiinicif  into  chetr  arms  as  his 
brechren  in  rnc  aicb.  With  hearty  atachmenrj 
L^crefbnr,  ibtj  joined  chemielves  to  him  s  hav- 
ing bcvorc  diem  the  ravilhing  pro/peA  of  reta* 
ibcing  on  the  predominant  church  all  the  cala- 
mities it  had  brought  upon  their  Others,  if  the 
emperor  fiiould  re-afcend  the  dirone  diat  of 
Tight  belonged  to  him>  by  their  affiftance^  and  that 
then  the  orthodox  believers  would  completely 
triumph  over  the  execrable  innovators,  the  cruel 
corrupters  of  the  orthodox  faith. 

About  the  middle  of  September  1773,  Pugat- 

iheflr*s  whole  retinue  confided  of  nine  perfons : 

a  few  days  afterwards  he  was  at  the  head  of  300 

men.    With  thefe,  on  the  17th  of  September, 

he  boldly  prcfented  himfelf  before  Yaulkoy,  and 

llunmoucd  that  town  to  furrender,  notwichftand* 

ing  there  were  in  it  5000  kozaks  and  two  field- 

rv^imcnts.     To  thefe  troops  he  fent  his  mani- 

fcitv^   in   whicii   he  declared   to  them^  among 

^}dw  thinj^s,  "  that  he  was  Peter  IIL  who  had 

"^  ciC«iiHrd  from  Roplcha  at  the  inftant  when  his 

^  ij£Ufini  were  about  to  murder  him  -,  that  the 

wi  iw^ys  who  had  dethroned  him,  and  dreaded 

^  W  !twrn,  had  falfcly  invented  and  propa- 

^  |j^  ^  rc(K)rt  of  his  death ;  that  he  had 

^  Wi^-^^^i^  ^^  pu^  ^'^  ^^^  difguife  of  a  kozak, 

^  «  ^W  ««(l  for  his  perlccutors,  and  after- 

•*  wards 
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*'  wards  to  conceal  himfelf  among  the  tf«e  and 
'<  feithful  believers^  to  whom  lie  had  tiiack  hirn- 
^'  felf  knowli;  thkc  having  leiarht  tit  length  thit 
**  the  brave  zokaks  of  the  Yaik  weYe  reifolved 
^*  to  free  thcmfelves  from  the  yoke  of  the  trfur^ 
•^  atrix,  he  was  come  to  pOt  himfelf  into  th^ 
**  hands,  and  to  offer  to  rharch  wkh  thetti  tb 
**  viftbry  and  to  vengeance/*     Imihediately  50b 
of  the  kozaks  came  overtoliim,  l^ringiog  with 
them  II  of  their  officers:  the  lieutenant-colbfielj 
who  was  commander  of  the  place,  fearing  left 
all  his  people  ftibuld  defert  him,  drew  back  into 
the  town.    Pugatfheff  followed  him,  and  caufcd 
that  officer  to  be  hanged  up;  and  in  this  manner- 
he  ^ver  afterwards  afted  with  ^1  the  comtnanders 
of  the  places  to  which  he  came.     It  woidd  be 
impolTible  to  defcribc  all  the  cruefties  with  which 
this  barbarian  treated  the  feVeral  perfons  of  rank 
that  fell  into  his  power ;  as  well  as  to  delineate 
his  marches  from  place  to  place,  his  conquefts 
of  towns,  and  his  battles,  which  (hew  that  he 
was  not  wanting  in  courage,  and  frequently  not 
in  regular  plans  and  flratagems  of  war:  nor 
would  the  attempt  be  lefs  fruiclefs,  to  recount 
on  the  other  fide,  all  the  miftakes  and  negli* 
genccs  committed  by  the  ruffian  commanders, 
and  the  bafenefs  with  which  numbers  of  them 
fubmicted  to  him.    General  Karr  was  appointed 

by 


by  the  court  of  Peterfburg  to  go  and  reitore 
inuiquilliCjr.  Whether  he  thought  that  the  bare 
news  of  his  arrival  would  dilperfe  the  rebels^  he 
travelled  poft  from  Mofco  to  Orenburg^  which 
Pugatiheff  kept  clofe  beficged;  and  bj  his 
imprudence  iacrificed  the  whole  of  a  large 
detachment;  renewed  cjie  atuck  with  what 
ibldiers  he  had  left,  was  beaten,  and  returned 
by  poft  to  Mofco  with  as  much  hafte  as  he  had 
left  it. 

PugatiheflFj  attended  by  his  kozaks,  as  well 
chofe  who  were  his  firft  partisans  as  the  others 
5RFho  (incc  attached  themfelves  to  him,  atucked 
the  colonies  which  the  emprefs  had  newly  efta* 
bliflied  on  the  (hores  of  the  Irghis.    He  wanted 
their  arms  and  their  horfes  2  thefe  he  carried  ofi^ 
but  did  them  no  farther  harm ;  for  as  yet  he 
affefled  a  moderation  to  which  foon  fuccecded 
the  moft  atrocious  brutality.     Having  already 
under  his  command  1 4,000  foldiefs,  he  prcfcnted 
himfelf  again  before  the  gates  of  Yaicfk.     He 
fcnt  to  the  governor  an  order,  figned  with  the 
name  of  Peter  III.  to  furrcnder  to  him  the  town* 
The  governor  rcfufed  to  obey  i  and  PugatfhcfF 
began  the  aflault,  but  was  courageoufly  rcpulfed. 
Perceiving  that  it  would  be  impofliblc  to  carry 
the  place  by  force,  he  rcfolved  to  turn  the  fiegc 
into  a  blockade,  and  oblige  it  to  furrender  by 

famine. 
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famine.  This  proved  alike  inefiefhial ;  for  the 
garrifon,  though  reduced  to  the  neceOity  of  eac^ 
ing  the  flefh  of  their  horfesj  and  even  to  live  upon 
boiled  leather^  obftinately  condnued  to  hold  out^ 
and  reprefled  the  inhabitants  who  wanted  to  open 
the  gates  to  Pugat(heffl  The  patience  and  the 
zeal  of  this  garrifon  were  nobly  rewarded,  A 
eonGderable  body  of  ruffian  forces  came  to  its 
relief  ju(t  in  time  to  fave  it  from  the  maflacre,  to 
which  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  had  been  devoted 
by  the  rebels. 

PugatfhefF  was  not  long  ere  he  compenfated 
himfelf  for  this  difappointment.  He  furprifed  the 
pibes  CEloets^  and  took,  fword  in  hand,  the  two 
fortrefles  by  which  they  were  protefbed.  The 
fort  of  Tatifcheva,  which  be  afterwards  attacked^ 
made  a  ftouter  refiftance :  but,  tht  fortificaQons 
being  only  of  timber,  he  configned  it  to  the 
flames,  and  forced  the  garrifon  (o  feek  dieir 
^fafcty  by  flight. 

The  governor  of  Orenburg,  informed  of  the 
progrefs  of  the  rebels,  marched  agdnft  them  a 
detachment  under  the  orders  of  colonel  Bulofi; 
This  officer  was  deficient  both  in  prudence  and 
fortitude:  and,  being  furprifed  in  the  defiles 
pf  the  mountains  by  the  troops  of  PugatfheflTt  he 
was  inhumanly  put  to  the  fword.  Thole  of  his 
foldicrs  who  refqied  to  eolift  among  the  rebelfp 

remained 


rcmaipf d  prlfbners.  General  Chei9i€heff9  who, 
at  t^e  he94  of  a  fecQivi  (|etacha^a|^  ivas  t;^  have 
joined  (plepfi  9vV>P?  fu^^4.  hi^iff;!^  to  be 
A«prli«4  as  tlie  }A(lf r  M  bceib  9Bd  qiet:  Yrich  no 
Wtt^r  a  f^ee. 

The  army  of  Pqgarib^ff  beipg  now  very 
&ong  by  forced  irecFqit9  ^d  yoltuitary  and 
moot  mimcrous  acpeHions  of  Ho^ksj  t^at  rebel 
YC9£  and  laid  fiege  to  Orenburg*  The  gover^ 
nor  of  that  tawn  had  already  reduced  him- 
felf  by  the  fevend  detachments  he  had  fent 
againft  die  rebels.  The  foldiers  that  remained 
€0  him  wipre  not  in  a  condition  for  making  any 
defence.  Orenburg  was  on  the  point  of  being 
iakin^  when  the  garrifon  of  Krafnogorfk  ad- 
vanced With  fuccours/  and  valiandy  cutting  a 
pafiage  though  the  befiegcrs^  threw  them&lves 
into  the  place  and  faved  it. 

The  noifc  of  the  rapid  conquefts  of  Pugatflieff 
gained  him  new  adhercnils.  Whole  hordes  came 
and  ranked  under  his  ftandards :  the  BafchkirSj  a 
hundng  people^  who  live  upon  the  ruffian  terri- 
tory, and  wear  its  yoke  with  difcontent,  declared 
themfelves  for  the  rebels,  and  furnifhed  them 
with  numerous  recruits.  The  Kirguifes  fliortly 
after  followed  the  Bafchkirsi  they  were  imitated 
hy  the  Budyak  Tartars,  whom  the  emprefs  had 
i:aufed  to  be  transported  to  the  banks  of  the 

Volga, 
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Volga,  after  the  capture  of  Bender,  and  who 
could  never  forgive  that  princefs  for  their  tranf* 
migration.  The  revolt  fpread  itfelf  into  the 
other  colonies  of  thofe  countries.  Thepeaiana 
employed  in  the  copper  mines  and  the  founderiei 
of  die  mountains  of  Oural,  left  their  work  and 
took  up  arms. 

PugatflieflF  vigoroufly  pu(hed  the  firge  of 
Orenburg.  While  the  trenches  were  occupied 
by  one  part  of  his  troops,  the  other  went  and 
brought  off  the  copper  money  which  is  coined 
on  the  fpot  and  laid  up  in  ftores.  Here  he 
alfo  caflr  cannon  and  balls  for  the  fervicc  of 
the  operations  againft  the  town.  He  employed 
Tome  of  the  winter  months  in  this  fiege,  during 
Ifirhich  time  he  delivered  himfelf  up  to  the  exceflcs 
of  debauchery  and  cruelty. 

The  rebels  had  by  this  time  ib  numeroua 
an  army,  that  the  regiments  ient  from  Kafan, 
often  narrowly  efcaped  being  forced,  in  defend* 
ing  the  paliag^  of  the  mountains  which  (eparate 
fhat  city  from  Orenburg^  During  the  winter  a 
body  of  i^o>ooo  Kalnraks^  after  having  revolted 
in  the  environs  of  Sta?ropol,  and  flain  the 
brigadier  Vcgugzac*  their  conwnander,  joined 
thcmfelves  to  the  troops  of  PugatiheC    But 

f  He  was  a  firciidiitfii|;eet 

14  what 
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what  contributed  perhaps  to  render  his  arniy 
ftill  more  fbrmidable^  was  a  great  nuofiber  of  the 
Poles  whom  Catharine  had  lent  into  exile  in  the 
deferts  of  Siberia,  Glorying  in  fo  many  advan- 
cages^  PugatOieflT  ran  over  the  mountains  of  the 
government  of  Orenburg,  comimtdng  depreda- 
tions wherever  he  came.  The  petty  town  of 
Ou&  was  the  only  one  that  nuuite  ai^  refiftance. 
He  committed  the  fiege  of  it  to  one  of  die 
chie6  of  his  army,  and  marched  thait  to  ^ata« 
tbenburg,  where  he  knew  that  there  was  a 
depofit  of  nearly  iyOOO,ooo  of  rubles  in  copper 
inoney  newly  coined.  An  accident  faved  the 
town._  At  the  inftant  when  PugatlhefF  came  up 
to  it»  he  received  the  falfip  intelligence  that 
a  rufljan  army,  fuperior  in  force  to  his  own,  was 
advancing  by  a  circuitous  route.  He  believed 
the  information:  and  having  flackencd  his  march 
in  order  to  coUeft  his  forces,  he  left  rime  to  the 
J^gimcnts  difperfcd  on  the  frontiers  of  Siberia, 
to  come  to  the  defence  of  Ekatarincnburg. 

For  fomc  time  after  PugatlhefF  had  taken 
arms,  obfervant  of  the  leffons  he  had  received 
from  the  hermits  of  Podolia,  and  the  pricfts  of 
the  rofkolniki,  he  put  on  the  appearance  of 
TOMch  moderation  and  piety.  He  wore  ^  cpiC- 
wpal  robe,  gave  the  bencdiftion  to  the  people, 
tftmng  them  that  for  himfelf  he  was  deftitute  of 

all 
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all  atnbicion,  and  that  he  had  no  other  defign 

than  to  place  the  grand  duke  his  fon  on  the 

throne>  and  then  go  and  finifh  his  days  among 

the  pious  reclufesj  who  had  afforded  htai  fo  con* 

venient  an  afylum   after  his  cfcape  from  his 

aflaflins.      This  artful  condutSt   procured  him 

ibldiers.    Other  means  obtained  him  vi&orjri 

and  then  adding  courage  to  a£tivityy  he  let  no 

opportunity  efc^pc  him  for  Reading  far  and 

wide  the  terror  of  his  arms.    He  dexterouflf 

took  advantage  of  the  knowledge  of  the  countrjr 

in  which  he  condudted  his  warfare^  and  the  im-« 

prudence  or  the  weaknefs  of  the  enemy.    He 

never  abandoned  the  pillage  of  a  canton  but  ia 

order  to  fly  to  a  lieges  and  fcarcely  had  ht 

obliged  a  town  Co  fubmitj  before  he  was  on 

the  march  to  engage  in  a  battle.    But  this  maci^ 

who  triumphed  widi  fiich  ra[Mdity  over  all  the 

ie  verities  of  fortune,  was  incapable  of  fupportiog 

its  favours.    Succels  increaied  his  arrogance ;  ht 

thought  it  impoflible  to  meet   with  obftacks 

which  he  mud  not  eafily  furmount.    He  threw 

aflde  all  conftraint^  gave  fc^pe  to  bk  fanguinary 

temper  and  to  his  brutal  pafl[k>QS>  fufiered  the 

enthuliafrp  of  his.partifaos  to  goo1»  gave  time  to 

his  adverfaries  to  prepare  to  fubdue  him^  and 

foolifhly  (lopped  uk  the  mldft  of  Jiis  careen 

VOL.  II.  X  The 
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The  fpirit  of  rebellion  had  fprcad  as  far  as 
Mofco.  Marfhal  Romantzoff  had  not  dared 
10  weaken  hiitifelf  by  (ending  fuccours  to  chat 
capital,  which  was  *  defended  only  by  a  garrifon 
of  6do  men.  PugatfhefF  had  no  more  to  do 
than  to  prefent  himfelf  before  it,  for  making 
himfelf  matter  of  the  place;  he  negleded  to 
go.  Thus  lofing  by  his  own  fault,  not  only  the 
fecond  city  of  the  empire  in  point  of  confequenccj 
but  an  army  alfo  of  100,000  vaiTals  who  ex* 
pe6ted  him  there,  and  only  waited  his  arrival  for 
running  away  from  bondage. 

Pugatlheff  ncglcdled  even  to  profit  by  the  ad- 
vantages he  had  gained  in  the  provinces  which 
had  fubmitted  to  his  arms.  He  fpent  the  greater 
part  of  the  winter  in  the  ufelefs  fieges  of 
Orenburg  and  Yaitlk.  It  was  before  Oren- 
burg that  he  exterminated  by  the  fabre  all 
the  officers  and  gentry  of'  the  country  round ; 
not  fparing  even  their  wives  and  their  children  : 
determined,  as  he  faid,  to  flied  the  very  laft 
drop  of  blood  of  the  haughty  and  tyrannical 
nobility.  But,  by  a  ftrange  inconfiftency>  at 
the  fame  time  that  he  was  inhumanly  butchering 
the  nobles,  he  conferred  on  thofe  of  his  par- 
tifans,  bf  whom  ht  thought  himfelf  mod  fure, 
the  names  of  the  principal  families  of  the 
5  empire. 
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empire,   and  the  enfigns  of  divers  orders   of 
knighthood. 

^He  alienated  a  number  of  Jiis  countrymen  by 
braving  the  religious  prejudices  in  behalf  of 
which  he  had  at  firft  performed  the  part  of  a 
zealot.  Although  he  had  been  married,  for  fome 
years  to  Sophia  the  daughter  of  a  kozak^  and  had 
three  children  by  this  union,  he  had  the  effrontery 
at  Yaitfk  to  marry  a  public  woman,  and  cele- 
brated his  nuptials  with  all  the  bacchanal  licen- 
tioufhefs  that  was  worthy  of  the  wife  he  had 
efpoufed. 

Catharine,  alarmed  at  the  rebellion  that  me* 
naced  her  throne,  ferioufly  fct  about  checking  its 
progrefs.  She  recalled  general  BibikofF  froon 
the  frontiers  of  Turkey,  gave  him  the  command 
of  a  confide rable  army,  with  orders  to  march 
againft  the  rebels.  At  the  fame  time  (he  caufed 
a  manifefto  to  be  publifhed  at  St.  Peteriburg^ 
and  circulated  through  the  principal  towns  of  the 
empire  *. 

Three  new  ukaufes  follpwed  clofc  upon  that 
which  announced  the  march  of  Bibikoffl  In  one 
the  people  were  admoniftied  to  obferve  hence- 
forth no  laws  but  fuch  as  are  figned  by  the 
emprefs's  own  hand :  in  the  other  all  deicrters> 

*  Which  fee  in  the  appendix  to  this  voL  No.  XIL 

X  2  and 
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and  tfpecially  the  kozaks  of  the  Don  and  the 
Yaik,  to  return  to  the  ftandard  of  the  emprels^ 
aflfuring  them  of  an  amnefty  to  be  in  force  till 
tht  firft  of  April  in  the  enfuing  year.  Laflly, 
by  the  third  a  reward  was  fet  upon  the  head  of 
P^tfliefF,  promifing  a  rccompence  of  ioC)jOoo 
nMes  to  whoever  fhould  put  him  to  death*. 

Neither  was  Pugat(hefi>  on  his  fide>  fearing  of 
man^fellos ;  and  on  their  pub]icatk)n  he  always 
took  care  to  affix  the  name  of  Peter  III.  By 
tmt  of  thefe  manifeftos  he  affranchifes  all  the 
boprs.  He  alfo^caufed  rubles  to  be  ftruck^  with 
his  effigy  and  this  infcription :  "  Peter  III.  em* 
^  pcror  and  autocrator  of  all  the  Ruffias."  And 
to  the  rcvcrfe,  **  Redivivus  et  ultor.*' 

In  the  mean  time  general  Bibikoff  was  already 
at  Kafanf.  Having  received  advice  that  the 
rebeb  had  made  themfelves  mafters  of  Samara^ 
he  detached  a  part  of  his  ^tny  to  go  and  retake 
that  city.  The  fiege  was  not  of  long  conti- 
nuance. The  rebels  abandoned  the  place  with 
eight  pieces  of  cannon  and  200  prifonersa. 

'  ♦  It  pWnly  appears  that  tlic  cmprcfi  was  mticb 
aliarmed  at  this  revolt»  and  yet  (he  had  fo  much  felf-com*^ 
i^and  as  to  make  a  jeft  of  it  in  fome  of  her  letters.  She 
even  called  the  chief  of  the  rebels  le  marquu  PugtUjheff* 

\  He  arriyed  there  the  ^5th  of  December  1773. 

The 
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The  nobleiTe  of  Kafan  were  convoked ;  and 
general  BitHkoff  invited  them  to  join  him  in  op- 
pofing  the  rebelUom  To  this  the  noblefle  were 
already  difpofed^  as  it  was  their  own  caufe  which 
they  had  to  defend.  Their  example  was  fol* 
lowed  by  thofe  of  Sinbirfk,  of  Peoza^  and 
feveral  other  governments;  and  the  regiments 
they  formed  without  lofs  of  time  confiderabljr 
augmented  the  forces  ef  BibikoSl  Catharine 
then  wrote  to  that  general,  ^  that  not  only  (he  faw 
^'  with  gratitude  the  xeal  which  the  nobles 
^'  had  fo  gencroufly  difplayed,  in  offering  to 
^^  facrifice  every  thing  to  the  public  welfare; 
^'  but  that  to  give  on  that  occaGon  a  Ihining 
^'  mark  of  her  benevolence,  fhc  had  refolved  td 
'^'  become  herfelf  a  menTber  of  the  nobili^ 
^'  of  Kafan,  and  to  «be  regarded  as  a  denizen 
"  of  that  city/* 

Lieutenant-colonel  GnncfF  gamed  a  firft  ad« 
vantage  at  AlexiefF*.  After  an  obftinate  refift* 
ance,  the  rebels  left  him  mafter  of  the  field 
of  battle  and  three  pieces  of  cannon.  A  few 
days  afterwards  they  fell  upon  him  while  on 
>his  march,  but  they  were  again  difcomfited« 
Some  other  lieutenants  of  Bibikoff  obtained  alfo 
iconfiderable  fuccefles  in  engagements  with  feveral 

♦  The  pth  of  Janoaiy. 

X  3  I90dic6. 
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Bodies  of  Tartars.  Notwithftanding  which,  the 
rebels  increaied  in  numbers  and  infolence  from 
day  to  day.  They  ran  from  all  parts  of  eaftern 
Ruflia^  and  ravaged  an  extent  of  country  of 
upwards  of  600  leagues. 

General  BibikofF  having  Advanced  at  the  head 
of  35,000  men,  forced  PugatlhefF  to  raife  the 
fiege  of  Orenburg,  where  a  famine  was  beginning 
to  rage.  The  rebels  retreated  into  the  environs 
of  Tatifcheva.  Bibikoff  fcnt  in  purfuit  of  them 
major-general  prince  Gallitzin  with  a  confider- 
able  body  of  troops.  Prince  Gallitzin  attacked 
Pugatfheff,  and  fought  him  valiandy:  but  for 
this  (irft  time  he  obtained  no  decided  advantage. 
On  this  occafion  he  could  not  help  remarking, 
that  the  ferocious  intrepidity  of  the  rebels  was 
dire&ed  by  officers  who  had  not  acquired  the 
whole  of  their  Ikill  in  the  deferts  of  Bafchkiria, 
or  under  the  tents  of  the  Kalmuks*. 

On  his  retreat  from  prince  Gallitzin,  Pugat- 
Iheff  changed  all  at  once  the  courfe  of  his 
march,  and  fell  upon  BibikofF,  who  had  only 
kept  with  him  a  weak  part  of  his  army.    The 

♦  It  18  affirmed,  that  among  them  was  a  brother  of  the 
famous  Pulaufsky,  general  of  the  confederation  of  Bar. 
Befides  feme  of  their  leaders,  as  Antizoff,  UffcfefF,  and 
^Jaiga-Baka-Azanpfif,  were -both  brave  and  intelligent  men. 

confli<fl 
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conflift  was  bloody^  and  the  ruffian  general  loft 
his  life.     - 

Prince  Gallitzin  burnt  with  the  defire  to  re- 
venge the  death  of  Bibikoff.  He  attacked  the 
rebels  again  near  Kargaula,  i  a  miles  from  Oren- 
burg: in  this  aAion  he  killed  a  great  number  of 
them,  and  difperfcd  the  reft.  Pugatflbeff  that 
day  fought  fix  hours;  but  feeing  himfelf  aban- 
doned on  all  (ides,  he  took  to  flight,  and  efcaped 
with  difficulty  to  the  mountains  of  Oural,  where 
he  was  joined  by  his  partifans  with  all  poflible 
fpeed.  But  prefently  appearing  again  with  a 
confiderable  army,  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
feveral  places  to  the  eaft  of  the  mountainfii  fetting 
fire  to  fuch  as  made  the  leaft  refiftance.  Here 
he  was  attacked  by  a  body  of  Ruffians,  who 
routed  him  afrelh,  and  obliged  him  to  take  again 
to  the  inacccffible  heights:  where,  perceiving 
that  the  only  courfe  he  had  to  pur&e  was  to 
attempt  at  retrieving  his  fortune  by  fome  fignal 
advantage,  all  at  once  he  defcends  from  the 
fummits  of  Oural,  and  marches  with  rapidity 
towards  Kafan,  leaving  marks  of  his  cruelty  at 
every  ftep  of  his  way.  No  fooner  had  he 
appeared  before  Kafan,  but  he  fct  the  fuburbs  in 
one  conflagrauon.  Major-general  Paul  Potem- 
kin*,  governor  of  the  province,   might  have 

*  He  was  a  coufin  of  prince  Potcmkin.     ' 

X  4  .  kept 
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k«pc  the  field  againft  PugitflieflTt  and  have 
oppofed  himlelf  to  the  combuftion  of  Kafan:  he 
chofc  rathef  to  Ihut  himfelf  up  in  the  fbrtrefs, 
where  the  rebels  befieged  him>^  and  would  in* 
evitably  have  ukeo  him^  if  colonel  Mikelfbn 
had  not  come  up  to  his  deliverance.  Pugat- 
iheflF  had  not  even  dared  to  wait  for  MikeUbn, 
but  precipitately  raifed  the  fiegft  and  fled : 
Mikelfonj  however^  went  after  him,  came  up 
with  him,  harafled  him  for  three  days,  and  at 
laft  gave  him  a  total  defeat,  after  a  long  and 
bloody  conteft. 

Ft^tOveff  continued  fighting  in  his  defence 
till  he  had  not  above  300  kdzaks  left.  With 
this  troop,  whofe  bravery  and  fidelity  fupported  . 
.  the  hope  of  the  impoftor,  he  put  fpurs  to  his 
horic,  crofied  the  Volga,  and  gained  the  de- 
&rt. 

It  might  have  been  reafonably  expe6ted  that 
this  defeat  would  have  intimidated  all  fuch  as  had 
formed  the  projeA  of  joining  the  rebels  i  and 
yet  Pugatfhcff  faw  daily  arriving  about  him 
whole  fwarms  of  kozaks>  of  Kalmuks,  of  Bafli- 
kifs,  and  boors,  whom  the  very  found  of  liberty, 
and  the  hope  of  cfcaping  their  opprcflive  maftcrs, 
had  caufed  to  abandon  their  labour,  and  fly  to 
inM«  Proud  of  the  number  of  his  troops,  who 
^fetfltttd  (0  multiply  in  proportion  as  they  were 

dcftroycd 
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deftroyed  by  the  ruffian  cannon,  he  refoWed  to 
proceed  to  the  attack  of  M ofco.  His  partifans 
continued  (ecretly  to  fan  the  flames  of  rebellion. 
The  people  waited  for  him  as  for  a  redeemer; 
but  it  was  too  late.  At  the  inftant  that  Pugat-^ 
iheff*  was  beginning  his  march,  he  learnt  that  the 
Ruffians  had  juft  concluded  a  peace  with  the 
Ottomans.  Dreading  now  that  he  fhould  have 
to  contend  with  the  greater  part  of  the  army  of 
marfhal  RomantzofF,  he  thought  of  turning  hit 
arms  to  another  quarter. 

Intelligence  being  brought  him  that  fome 
ruffian  regiments  were  encamped  on  the  Ihoirs 
of  the  Volga,  he  defcended  along  that  river,  , 
came  upon  thole  regiments  by  furprife,  routed 
them  entirely,  and  took  by  ailault  two  or  three 
little  forts,  of  which  Saratoff  was  one.  The 
commander,  who  knew  the  cataflrophe  to  which 
he  was  doomed,  feized  the  moment  when  the 
conqueror  was  bufied  in  pillage,  and  efcaped 
with  50  men  alone.  The  town  of  Dmitrefsk 
was  bafely  furrendered  by  treachery  to  Pugat- 
(hefF,  who  had  the  barbarity  to  caufe  the  go- 
vernor to  be  impaled  alive. 

While  he  was  at  Dmitrefsk,  he  was  told  that 
the  aftronomer  Lovitch,  member  of  the  impe- 
rial academy  of  fciences  at  St.  Pctcrlburg,  was 
employed  in  the  neighbourhood  in  taking  levels 

for 
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for  a  canal  proje&ed  between  the  Don  and  the 
Volga.  He  immediately  commanded  him  to  be 
brought  before  him ;  and  when  the  learned  and 
peaceful  aftronomer  was  in  his  preftncc,  he 
ordered  his  men  to  lift  him  up  upon  their  pikeSj 
"  in  order,"  faid  he,  '*  that  he  may  be  nearer 
"  the  ftarsi"  and  then  caufcd  him  to  be  cut  in 
pieces  by  the  kozaks.  But  fuch  atrocious  a£ts 
cannot  be  of  long  duration ;  and  the  greater 
the  exceflcs  committed  by  PugatlhefF,  the 
greater  was  the  fccurity  of  the  emprefs. 

That  princefs,  freed  from  the  cares  fo  long 
occafioned  her  by  the  war  with  the  Turks,  gave 
orders  to  fend  frcfli  troops  againft  the  rebels, 
and  gave  the  command  of  them  to  general 
Panin,  who  had  gained  great  reputation  by  the 
taking  of  Bender.  But  from  the  moment  that 
|)rincc  OrlofF  was  rcinftated  in  favour,  his  inve- 
terate hatred  to  the  minifter  extended  itfelf  to  his 
brother  alfo ;  and  the  emprefs  confented,  for 
fomc  time,  to  let  one  of  her  bed  generals  remain 
in  a  ftatc  of  inadion.  The  want  fhe  had  of  him, 
or  rather  the  reviving  favour  of  his  brother, 
induced  her  to  employ  him  again.  At  length 
he  fct  out  on  his  march  againft  Pugatfheff.  The 
rebel  forces  were  bearing  hard  upon  the  town  of 
Tzaritzin,  and  doubtlcfs  intending  for  it  a  fimilar 
fate  with  that  of  Saratoffj  but  they  were  obliged 

to 
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to  raife  the  fiegc  with  precipitation.  Panin  fcnt 
ofF  a  detachment  to  colonel  Mikclfon.  With 
this  reinforcement  Mikelfon  cut  off  the  convoys 
of  PugatlhefF,  ftarved  his  army,  and  attacked 
him  at  the  very  time  when,  encumbered  with 
many  carts  loaded  with  baggage,  and  a  multi- 
tude of  women  who  accompanied  it,  it  was 
engaged  in  the  intricate  pafles  of  the  mountains. 
Notwithftanding  the  difadvantage  of  their  poll- 
tion,  the  rebels  determined  not  to  fubmit. 
Great  numbers  of  them  were  killed  on  the  fpot; 
and  many  of  the  reft  periflied  in  the  precipices, 
and  among  the  fteep  and  rugged  rocks  where 
they  fought  a  refuge. 

PugatfhefF  kept  the  field  of  battle  till  he  had 
'  abfolutely  no  more  means  of  defence.  He  now 
again  fwam  over  the  Volga ;  then  croflcd  the 
v^  dcfert  which  extends  through  the  adjacent 
diftria,  and  found  himfelf  at  nearly  the  fame 
place  where  he  firft  raifcd  the  ftandard  of  rebel- 
lion. Several  of  his  friends  had  rejoined  him 
on  his  flight;  but  hunger,  fatigue,  and  difap- 
pointment  determined  great  numbers  to  forfake 
him :  notwithftanding  which,  he  might  long 
have  caufed  dift)urbance  to  the  empire,  if  trea- 
chery had  not  ftepped  in  to  the  afliftance  of  the 
ojffian  army. 

Antizoff, 
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AntizolF^  the  incimatc  confidant  of  Pugatfheff^ 
and  one  of  the  chiefs  who  had  the  moft  authority 
with  the  kozaks,  had  been  taken  prifoner  s  and 
his  confcquence  was  employed  in  reducing  his 
nation  to  obedience.  Gifts  and'promifcs  were 
lavifhed  upon  him;  and  he  was  conimidloned  to 
affure  his  countrymen  that  the  cullomary  gratifi- 
cations for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  ftiould  be 
renewed.  The  expenccs  occafioned  by  the  war 
a^irift  the  Turks  had  caufcd  the  payment  of 
thele  gratifications  to  be  fufpended ;  and  this  was 
one  of  the  motives  that  gave  birth  to  the  infur- 
redion  of  the  kozaks, 

But^  after  all,  to  the  indefatigable  exertions  of 
colonel  Mikelfon,  Ruflia  is  peculiarly  indebted 
for  the  quelling  of  this  dangerous  rebellion. 
From  January  1774,  he  purfued  the  rebels 
without  intcrmiflion,  how  numerous  foever  their 
Twarms,  how  remote  the  expedition,  and  what- 
ever fortune  attended  his  enterprifcs.  It  almoft 
exceeds  belief  with  what  toilfome  pcrfcverancc 
Mikelfon  purfued  his  march  over  the  deferts  of 
tracklefs  fnow,  without  a  guide,  without  fuc-* 
cours,  at  times  almoft  without  food  j  how  his 
company,  always  fmall,  and  often  fpent  with 
fatigue,  whenever  they  met  with  the  great  hoft 
of  the  rebels,  always  attacked,  and  always  beat 

them ; 


1774*]  IMPRESS   CATHARINI  11.  JI7 

them :  only  by  the  prudence  and  the  bravery  of 
the  colonelj  and  the  confidence  he  had  acquired 
from  his  troops.  To  upwards  of  7000  verfts 
did  the  fpace  amount^  which  this  excellent  foldter 
had  travelled  over  within  a  few  months^  in  the 
mod  inclement  feafon,  with  his  men. 

Pugatflieff  had  at  one  time  a  prodigious  con* 
courfe  of  people.  Whole  nations^  the  Baffakirs, 
many  of  the  Votiaksj  many  Tartars^  flocked  to 
his  banners.  He  conceived  the  grand  idea  of  con- 
quering the  ancient  and  great  capital  of  the  king- 
dom of  Kafan ;  and  it  fucceeded.  Only  the 
detached  fort  which  Potemkin  had  entered  held 
out  againil  his  attacks.  The  archUlhop  of 
Kafan  came  fubmifiively,  with  a  bag  of  gold  in 
his  handj  to  the  conqueror>  and  only  waited  for 
the  fort  to  furrender^  that  be  might  bring  him  a 
iccond  bag)  and  folemnly  crown  the  rebel. 
The  imprelfion  this  circumftance  would  have 
made  on  the  people  is  not  to  be  told.  In  the 
regions  of  Orenburg^  Kafan^  and  Oufa^  the 
generality  of  the  inhabitants  bad  declared  for 
the  impoftor.  When  the  rcftlefs  Mikelfort 
prefled  him  hard,  when  he  was  in  want  of  pro- 
vifionsj  or  miliury  operations  compelled  him  to 
change  his  quarters ;  when,  by  battles  loft»  the 
number  of  his  eSedivp  followers  was  diminiAied 
to  4000  men  i  he  needed  only  to  fhew  him&lf  ia 

new 
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new  diftrifts,  and  the  fubjcfts  immediately  rofc 
up  againft  their  lords>  murdered  them^  or  drove 
them  away^  and  declared  themfelves  openly  for 
Pugatfheffl  At  length  be  feemed  to  have 
formed  the  mod  dangerous  of  his  plans :  he  was 
approaching  fall:  to  Europe^  and  had  crofied  the 
Volga.  Whole  regions  went  over  to  him. 
With  the  utmoft  confternation  it  was  thought 
pofTible  that  he  might  pufh  on  to  Mofco ;  for  it 
is  a  well-known  faftj  that  the  extremely  numerous 
populace  of  that  capital  were  difpofed  to  join 
him,  and  longed  for  his  arrival.  If  he  had 
attempted  this  with  hafty  marches,  nothing 
could  have  refifted  him  i  and  who  can  calculate 
the  confequences,  if  Mofco  had  fallen  into  his 
hands  ?  But  here  PugatlhefF  fhewed  that,  though 
endowed  with  talents  and  great  prefcnce  of 
mind*,  yet  he  was  too  much  of  the  barbarian  for 
the  execution  of  any  great  plan  as  a  ftatefmanor 
commander :  he  ncglefted  Mofco,  though  it  is 

♦  At  the  Don  his  firft  wife  had  been  found  out,  (for  at 
the  Yaik  he  married  a  fecond,)  and  been  fcnt  to  Kafan 
before  that  city  was  conquered,  in  order  to  convince  the 
people  of  thofe  parts  of  his  real  condition  and  origin.  On 
hk  arrival  there  he  happened  quite  unexped^edly  to  fee  her, 
and,  knowing  her,  he  faid,  without  the  lead  alteration  of 
^lOQilentncei  **  Clothe  that  woman  well.  I  knew  her  huf* 
m  hnd }  he  has  been  of  great  fervice  to  mc  on  many  oc* 

faid 
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faid  that  the  general  difpofition  there  was  not 
unknown  to  him  ;  and  loft  his  time  in  te-mpting 
over  the  kozaks  of  the  Don  and  the  Tartars  of 
the  Kuban.     Now  his  pcrfecutor  Mikclfon  came 
up,  and  cut  him  ofF  from  Mofco  -,  the  reft  of  the 
troops  furrounded  him,  and  (hut  up  his  wafted 
army  in  a  defert  500  verfts  in  length  behind 
Tzaritzin.     Hunger,  thirft,  and  awakening  con- 
fcicnce,  opened  the  eyes  of  his  followers.     As 
be  was  prolonging  his  miferable  life  by  gnawing 
the  bones  of  a  horfe,  fome  of  the  principal  of 
them  ran  up  to  him,  faying,  ^*  Come,  thou  haft 
•<  been  long  enough  emperor."  He  fired  a  piftol, 
and  (battered  the  arm  of  the  forcmoft ;  the  reft 
of  the  kozaks  bound  him,  ran  away  with  their 
prifoner  over  the  defert  to  their  feat  on  the  Yaik, 
and  fent  a  mefTenger  to  the  commandant  of  the 
place  to  inform  him  of  what  they  had  done* 
General  SuvarofF,  hearing  of  the  event,  put  the 
rebel  under  a  fufiicient  guard,  and  fent  him- to 
prifon  at  Yaitzko'i,  from  which  place  he  brought 
him  to  Sinbirflc,  where  he  delivered  him  over 
to  general  count  Panin  (who  had  formerly  taken 
bis  difmiflTion,    but  from   real   patriotifm  had 
requefted  to  be  permitted  to  have  a  fliare  in  this 
contcft)*.    Mikelfon  was  purfuing  the  enemy 

in 

*  It  18  poOible  that,  according  to  one  report  that  wa» 
circulated  at  the  timci  thcfe  kozaks  had  been  bought  over, 

though 
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in  the  deferts^  when  he  received  intelligence  of 
the  fate  of  the  leaders  of  the  infurgents.  Upon 
this  he  conduded  his  troops  to  Saratoff,  to  reft 
after  the  fatigues  they  had  undergone^  but  pro- 
ceeded himfelf  to  Sinbirfk>  where  Panin  gave 
him  a  noble  and  friendly  reception^  and  whence 
Catharine  recalled  him^  in  order  to  recompenfe 
him  according  to  his  dcfert. — Thus  terminated 
the  rebellion^  in  which  loOjOoo  men  were 
(lain. 

General  Panin  cauiedthe  traitor  Pugatfheff  to 
be  conveyed  in  an  iron  cage  to  Mofco  *y  toge-* 
ther  with  Several  of  his  principal  accomplices. 

When  the  emprcfs  was  informed  that  Pugat"-* 
flieflT  was  in  the  prifon  of  Mofco^  ihe  appointed 
a  commiifion)  who  united  with  the  fenate^  for  the 
trial  of  the  rebel :   taking  care^  at  the  (amc 


though  nothing  appeared  in  confirmation  of  it*  It  was  faid 
thaty  while  AntizofiP  was  negotiating  his  accommodation^ 
three  other  kozaks,  who  had  likcwife  hcen  bribed,  under- 
took to  deliver  up  Pugatflieff;  that,  accordingly,  they 
went  to  him,  and  advifed  him,  as  no  means  were  now  left 
him  of  fafety,  to  make  a  voluntary  furrcndcr ;  that,  inccnfcd 
ttt  diis  bafenefs  as  he  called  it,  he  wanted  to  punifh  one  of 
them  on  the  fpot ;  and  that  then  the  three  fell  upon  hin 
at  once,  bound  him,  6cc.  The  fadl,  as  related  in  the  tezt» 
came  out  on  the  trial. 

*  Pugatfheff  arrived  at  Mofco  in  th^  month  of  September 
iy74,  and  was  executed  the  2iftof  January  following. 

time. 
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time,  to  recommend  to  them  to  be  fatisfied  with 
the  confelfipn  of  his  crime,  without  applying  the 
torture,  and  without  requiring  him  to  name  his 
accomplices.  Her  majcfty  was  doubdefs  apprc- 
henfive  left  the  declarations  of  the  culprit  might 
oblige  her  to  multiply  punifhments,  and  plunge 
the  empire  into  new  calamities. 

The  fentence  pafied  on  Pugatfheff  was,  that 
he  fliould  have  his  two  hands  and  both  his  feet 
cut  oflF;  that  they  fhould  be  (hewn  to  the 
people  5  and  that  afterwards  he  (hould  be  quar- 
tered alive.  But  this  butchering  fentence  was 
not  fulfilled.  By  fome  pcrfons  it  is  faid  that  a 
fccret  order  from  the  emprefs  mitigated  it. 
Others  pretend  that  the  executioner  was  lefs 
inhuman*  than  the  judges;  and  others  again 
affirm,  that  it  was  by  a  mere  miftake  of  the 
man.  However  it  be,  Pugatftieff  was  firft 
decapitated ;  after  which  his  body  was  cut  into 
quarters,  which  were  expofed  in  as  many  parts 
of  the  town.  Five  of  his  principal  accomplices 
were  likewifc  beheaded;  three  others  w^rc 
hanged;  and  eighteen  more  underwent  the 
knoot,  and  were  fcnt  to  Siberia.  PugatftieflT 
met  his  fate  with  the  moft  undaunted  ref6lution» 

*  What  feems  to  confirm  this  opinion  is,  that,  after  the 
execution  of  PugatfhefiP,  the  wretched  haagmaa  had  hit 
tongue  cut  out,  and  was  fcnt  into  Siberia. 

VOL.  II,  Y  but 
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but  was  induced  to  acknowledge  the  juftice  of  hb 
fentence,  the  deception  he  had  ufed,  with  his 
true  name  and  condition.  It  is  faid,  that  an 
obfervation  made  feveral  years  ago  by  the  cele- 
brated count  Totlcben  of  the  ftriking  refem- 
blance  which  he  bore  to  the  late  emperor 
Peter  III.  took  fuch  pofleiCon  of  his  mind,  as  to 
have  been  the  operating  caufc  of  that  calamity 
and  ruin  in  which  he  involved,  with  himfelf^  a 
great  part  of  the  empire,  which  coft  it  the 
deft ru6l ion  of  a  great  number  of  towns,  and  of 
upwards  of  250  villages,  the  interruption  of  the 
works  at  the  mines  of  Orenburg,  and  the  whole 
trade  of  Siberia.  The  Bafhkirs,  who  in  1770 
amounted  to  27,000  families,  loft,  during  the 
Rebellion,  great  numbers  of  people,  and,  after  it 
was  finally  quelled,  many  of  their  privileges  and 
immunities.  The  Meftfherasks,  a  tartar  natioh, 
who  lived  amongft  them,  formerly  paid  them 
,  a  land-tax ;  this,  as  a  punifhment  on  the  former, 
was  now  aboliflicd;  for  the  Mcftflierseks  had 
remained  true  to  the  crown  :  ^they  were  imme- 
diately declared  free  people,  on  the  footing  of 
the  kozaks,  and  received  feveral  of  the  villages 
of  the  flaughtered  Baftikirs,  reckoned  at  1849 
forms. — Laftly,  in  order  to  make  ^n  awful  im- 
preftlon  on  the  nations  around  by  a  lafting  and 
fcnfible  token  of  difpleafure,  the  emprefs,  by  a 

ukaufe^ 
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ukaufc,  aboliflicd  the  name  of  Yaik  for  ever. 
That  river,  which  .takes  its  rife  from  the  eaftcrn 
fide  of  the  mounts  Oural,  and  gave  name  to  the 
kozaks  that  dwell  on  its  borders,  is  at  prefcnt, 
throughout  the  ruffian  empire,  called  the  Oural : 
and  the  town  Yaitzkoi,  where  PugatlhefF  began 
and  fini(hed  his  rebellion,  bears  now  the  name 
of  Ouralfk. 

On  recalling  to  our  memory  at  once  the 
momentous  occurrences  that  followed  oncf  an- 
other fo  rapidly  in  fuch  a  Ihort  feries  of  years, 
we  are  loft  in  admiration  of  that  mind  which 
could  calmly  and  fcdately  furvey  their  tumult- 
uous fucceflion,  and  could,  in  perfcft  compa- 
fure,  provide  the  fitteft  means  for  afluaging  their 
violence  and  correfting  their  influence,  while  it 
(hewed  itfelf  firm  and  great  in  all  other  tranf- 
adions  of  a  public  nature,  both  foreign  and 
domeftic,  fo  as  to  gain  the  reverence  of  friends, 
and  extort  the  refped  of  foes.  But  this  is  not 
all :  ever  interefted  in  promoting  the  glory  and 
elevation  of  the  country  which  had  fallen  under 
her  guidance,  Catharine  at  the  fame  time  was 
promoting  its  internal  welfare,  by  encouraging 
the  fciencesand  the  arts  of  peace;  and  wherever 
(he  appeared,  eafc  and  chcerfulnefs  were  in  her 
train;  and  her  converfations  and  letters  were 

y  2  always 
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always  fcafoncd  with  plcafantry  and  temperate 
mirth. 

Shortly  after  the  punifliment  of  PugatlhcfF,  ' 

the  emprefs  had  a  frefh  opportunity  for  difplay* 

ing  her  clemency,  by  granting  a  pardon  to  men 

who^  though  not  guilty  of  crimes  of  fo  heinous 

a  nature  as  thofe  of  that  traitor,  yet  were  juftly 

defcrving  of  capital  punifliment.     They  were 

the  treafurcrs  of  the  empire,  who  had  embezzled 

the  public  money.     Catharine  would  not  even 

allow  them  to  be  brought  to  trial.     She  had 

overcome    what    was    naturally    irafcible    and 

violent  in  her  temper,  and  had  learnt  patience 

and  lenity  from  the  leflbns  of  philofophy.     She 

has  alfo  been  heard  to  fay,  "  What  I  cannot 

"  otherthrow,  I  undermine  and  root  up.'*     The 

heavy  burden    incurred    by    her   foreign   and 

domeftic  wars  did  not  prevent  the  emprefs  from 

taking  off  mod  of  the  taxes  which  were  laid  for 

their  fupport;  and,  as  if  the  (Irength  and  riches 

of  government  in  her  country  increafed  with  its 

expence,  flic  alfo  aboliflied  a  number  of  the 

ancient  taxe^s,  which  were  either  confidered  as 

difcouraging  to  agriculture,  or  burdenfome  and 

oppreflive  to  particular  provinces  or  orders  of 

the  people.     In  the  fame  fpirit  of  beneficence 

and  good  policy,  (he  lent  great  fums  of  money^ 

intereft 
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intcrcft  free,  and  for  a-fpecificd  term  of  years, 
to  thofe  provinces  which  were  ruined  by  the  late 
rebellion  j  and,  to  crown  a  general  pardon,  fhc 
flridlly  forbad  any  particulars  of  that  unfortunate 
afFair  to  be  called  up,  or  any  reproaches  ufed  on 
its  account,  but  condemned  all  matters  relative 
to  it  CO  perpetual  filence  and  oblivion. 

She  alfo  eftablifhed  a  number  of  other  regu- 
lations, all  tending  to  the  fecurity,  advantage, 
and  happinefi  of  her  fubjefts,  to  abolifh  per- 
nicious diftindions,  deflroy  ruinous  monopolies, 
reftrain  the  cruelty  of  punifhment,  remove 
oppreflive  or  impolitic  reftridtions  or  prohi- 
bitions, and  to  reftore  mankind  to  a  more  equi- 
table degree  of  equality,  in  thofe  different  ranks 
which  they  fill  in  focicty.  A  pardon  was  alfo 
granted  to  thofe  criminals  who  had  already 
undergone  a  long  degree  of  fuffcring  for  their 
crimes;  and  an  ordinance  ifTued  to  prevent  any 
future  criminal  profecudon  from  being  admitted, 
unlcfs  commenced  within  ten  years  after  the  date 
of  the  charge.  Equal  humanity  was  (hewn  with 
rcfpeft  to  imprifoned  debtors,  who,  under  cer- 
tain limitations,  and  in  certain  circumftances, 
were  relcafcd  from  confinement.  All  the  hcirj 
of  the  debtors  to  the  crown  were  difcharged 
from  their  bonds  and  obligations. 

y  3  Tbw 
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Thus  Ruflia  enjoyed  her  power,  influence, 
and  glory,  with  a  noble  and  fplendid  magni- 
ficence. All  her  affairs  were  conduced  upon 
a  great  and  extenfive  fyftem  j  and  all  her  adls 
were  in  a  grand  ftylc.  She  (at  fupreme  between 
Europe  and  Afia,  and  looked  like  the  didlator 
of  both.  In  her  was  fcen  a  great  but  ftill  grow- 
ing empire,  which  not  having  reached  the  fum- 
mit  of  her  deftined  power,  felt  life  and  vigour 
glowing  in  every  part.  The  fucceffes  and  con- 
fcqucncesofthe  war  enlarged  the  fpirit,  extended 
the  views,  and  dignified  the  minds  of  the  people. 
In  fuch  a  ftate  every  thing  is  bold  and  nTafculine. 
Even  vices  and  crimes  are  great. 

If  Catharine  was  able  to  do  fo  much  for  the 
benefit  of  her  country  during  fuch  turbulent 
times,  what  might  not  be  expcftcd  of  her  in  a 
period  of  peace  ? — She  would,  however,  have 
performed  much  more,  if  even  this  period  had 
been  fo  calm  as  at  firft  fight  it  would  appear. 
But  it  was  not.  If  no  war  employed  the  emprefs 
to  the  detriment  of  her  internal  adminiftration  of 
government,  yet  foreign  afl^airs  attracted  too 
much  of  her  attention.  There  was  no  great 
tranfadlion  in  which  (he  would  not  interfere  ; 
and  in  order  to  interfere  with  fo  much  imprefTion, 
with  fo  fignificant  an  influence,    as  (he  did,   a 

great 
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great  force  mufl:  be  kept  up,  and  a  ready  parti- 
cipation conftantly  vifible  in  all  the  occurrences 
of  Europe.     She  might  have  looked  on   with 
indifference  when  ambitious  princes  joftled  each 
other,  or  feeble  governments  were  haftcning  to 
their  fall  j  but  the  former  contended  for  her 
countenance,  and  the  latter  awakened  in  her  the 
idea  of  ftill  adding  to  the  territory  of  her  pro- 
digious empire.    Alliances,  guarantees,  league^ 
preparations,  meafures  for  attrafting  more  re- 
lpe<5t,  decifive  arbitrations,  plans  for  future  en- 
terprifes;  in  (hort,  every  thing  which  the  lufl: 
of  dominion  can  fugged,  and  in  which  policy 
can  be  employed,  was  the  objeft  of  Catharine's 
mighty  mind ;  which,  fecure  from  every  power 
on  the  earth,  could  aft  in  any  voluntary  direc- 
tion.    And  even  envy  itfelf  mufl:  confefs,  that 
fhe  performed  her  part  in  the  grand  drama  of 
the  world  with  a  dignity  never  feen  before  :— 
here  a  kingdom  was  to  be  treated  as  a  province 
of  her  dominions  i  there,  an  independent  ftatc 
to  be  annihilated  by  a  iiianifefl:o :  here  bounds 
were  to  be  fct  to  the  arrogance  of  a  foreign 
potentate  i  there,  a  gigantic  projeft  to  be  con- 
duced and  advanced.     All  muft  allow,  that  (he 
was  never  forgetful  of  the  intcrefts  of  her  empire: 
new  life  and  improved  organization  fprung  up 
beneath  her  forming  hand.    But  that  outward 
y  4  aftivity 
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adkivity  difturbcd  the  fixed  and  ftcady  view  of 
the  interior,  and  kindled  at  length  a  war,  which 
though  fhc  again  triumphantly  concluded,  yet 
unneceflarily  emptied  her  exchequer,  and  wafted 
her  army.  Among  her  neighbours  arofc  jea- 
loufy  and  the  defire  to  hurt,  which  acquired  the 
legitimate  appearance  of  fclf-dcfencc.  Thus 
were  brought  together  from  all  fides  the  embers 
of  a  dangerous  combuftion,  while  fmiling  fortune 
fcemed  preparing  for  the  empire  the  blcfllngs  of 
peace.— Had  Catharine  fhewn  a  generous  fcorn 
for  foreign  fame,  and  never  engaged  in  a  war ; 
or,  perhaps  more  properly,  had  never  felf-intereft 
in  the  mafic  of  flattery  encompafltd  her  throne i 
in  all  probability  hiftory  would  have  had  but 
one  voice  in  extolling  her  as  the  model  for  fove- 
reigns.  ^ 

A  politician  of  great  fagacity  ♦,  in  fpcaking 
of  the  commerce  and  wealth  of  Ruflia,  faid 
many  years  ago,  *^  Nothing  can  be  more  preju- 
"  dicial  to  this  increafe  of  wealth  than  foreign 
**  wars,  by  which  perhaps  more  hard  money 
'*  goes  out  of  the  country  than  its  mines  and  its 
^'  commerce  produce.  If,  on  the  contrary,  this 
^'  yearly  national  profit  were  employed  on  the 

♦  M.  von  Strucnfec,  in  his  "  Account  of  the  Commerce 
pf  the  State3  of  Europe,'*  ^778,  part  i,  p.  505. 

<*  inner 


BMPRESS    CATHARINE  If.  319 

«^  inner  cultivation  of  the  country,  far  greater 
"  benefit  would  accrue,  even  for  foreign  com- 
"  mcrce,  than  could  be  obtained  by  the  moft 
«  brilliant  conquefts.     RufTia  (hould  avoid  all 
*'  wars;  and  as,  from  her  fituacion  as  well  as  by 
"  her  power,  (he  is  fafe  from  all  attacks  from 
"  without,  (he  may  cafily  avoid  them.     Ruffia 
"  (hould,  as  little  as  po(rible,  take  any  concern 
"  in  the  foreign  tranfaftions  and  comnaerce  of 
"  the  mon^rchs  of  Europe,  and  dircft  the  whole 
«  of  its  attention  to  the  increafe  and  cxten(ion  of 
«  its  internal  improvement.     And  though  in  that 
<*  cafe  it  is  probable  that  not  fo  much  would  be 
«  read  in  the  foreign  gazettes  and  political  pub- 
<«  lications  about  the  ruffian  empire  as  at  prefent ; 
««  yet,  in  return,  the  ruffian  fubjefts  would  obtain 
^*  a  higher  degree  of  profperity  and  happinefs." 
But  what  did  not  Alexander  do,  that  the  idlers 
in  Athens  might  have  fomething  to  fay  of  him  ? 
In  nearly  the  fame  manner  Catharine  feemed 
afraid  that  Europe  might  forget  her,  nay,  that 
the  name  of  her  empire  would  be  expunged  from 
the  catalogue  of  its  ftates.     She  even  thought 
it  necefTary,  in  the  firft  paragraph  of  the  firft 
chapter  of  her  fo  frequently  mentioned  "  Jn- 
ftrudtion,"  to  make  the  declaration,  "  Ruflia  is 
*<  an  european  power."     Our  quarter  of  the 
^orld  had  afterwards  frequently  occaQon  enough 

to 
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to  remember  that  (he  wa$  a  party  concerned 
in  it. 

Poland  had  particular  rcafon  to  know  it  to' 
her  coft :  and  Germany  now  felt  her  influence  in 
a  more  beneficial  manner.  Peter  III.  as  duke  of 
Holftein,  was  a  prince  of  the  empire.  The 
Gottorp  divifion  bordered  on  the  german  ter- 
ritories of  the  king  of  Denmark :  a  renewal 
of  the  ancient  feuds  between  thefc  two  kindred 
houfes  threatened  to  break  out :  and  no  plan 
for  an  accommodation  for  the  future  could  ever 
be  brought  properly  to  fucceed.  Catharine  at 
length  removed  the  difficulty,  and  for  her  very 
trifling  relationfliip  in  a  truly  exalted  manner. 
It  like  wife  appeared  to  her,  perhaps,  unfuitable, 
that  her  fon,  now  arrived  at  his  majority,  as  heir 
to  the  imperial  crown  of  RufTia,  fhould  be  at  the 
fame  time  an  aftually  reigning  prince  in  Ger- 
many*. In  1773,  (he  propofcd,  in  her  fon*s 
name,  an  exchange  with  the  houfe  of  Denmark, 
to  which  it  readily  agreed,  whereby  it  was  to 
receive  the  ducal  portion  f  in  return  for  the 
county  of  Oldenburg  and  Delmenhorft  in  the 
circle  of  Weftphalia.  Thefe  latter,  therefore, 
fell  to  the  grand  duke;  who  direftly  ceded  them, 

♦  Sec  the  genealogical  tables  in  the  foregoing  volume, 
lab.  ii.  p.  60. 

f  Comprifing  the  city  of  Kiel,  &c. 

'  without 
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Without  compcnfation,  to  the  younger  fon  of  the 
Gottorp  line,  Frederic  Auguftus,  bifliop  of 
Lubek,  by  whofe  imbecil  fon,  Peter  Frecjeric 
William,  they  arc  now  inherited.  The  twa 
counties*  are  eftimated  at  45  fquare  geographical 
miles,  containing  85>ooo  inhabitants,  and  yields 
ing  an  annual  revenue  of  230,000  rixdoUars. 
So  difintereftedly  did  Catharine  barter,  fo  mag- 
nanimoufly  did  (he  make  prefents.  The  elder 
branch  of  the  houfc  of  Holftcin-Gottorjp  there- 
fore had  no  longer  a  feat  among  the  princes  of 
the  german  empire  j  but  Catharine  kept  an 
ambaflador  at  the  diet  of  Ratifbon,  whofe  vote 
was  certainly  not  without  confcquence.  The 
emprefs  in  1779  ratified  the  peace  of  Tefchen 
concluded  between  Pruflia  and  Auftria  under 
her  guarantee  i  and  more  laysly  infifted  on 
being  regarded  as  guarantee  of  the  peace  of 
Wcftphalia ;  and  fpoke  in  a  very  high  tone  in 
the  laft  diet  againft  France. 

Nor  was  the  emprefs  lefs  attentive,  at  this  time, 
to  the  public  internal  fecurity  df  the  rcfidence, 
and  other  parts  of  the  empire.  Of  all  political 
inftitutions  and  eftablifhments,  nothing  has  a 
nearer  relation  to  the  comfort  and  fatisfadtion  of 

♦  Converted  into  a  dukedom  by  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
manjr  and  the  ftatcs  of  the  empire  in  1776. 

each 
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each  individual,  than  the  police.  The  refpedl:- 
able  aim  of  this  part  of  the  adminiftration  of 
government,  fccurity  and  convcnicncy,  arc 
aflbciated  in  the  grand  idea  of  civil  happinefs^ 
without  which  no  political  happinefs  is  to  be 
conceived.  The  relations  with  foreign  powers, 
the  riches  of  the  date,  nay,  even  political 
liberty,  are  far  more  remotely  related  to  the 
happinefs  of  the  individual,  as  they  rather  con- 
cern the  whole  body  of  the  nation ;  while  the 
funftions  of  the  police  relate  exaftly  to  thofc 
duties  which  afFed  a  man  in  his  more  delicate 
and  tender  connexions,  as  a  citizen,  as  a  man 
of  bufincfs,  hufband,  and  father.  There  are 
countries  in  which  the  citizen,  notwithftanding 
the  great  weaknefs  and  infigniBcancy  of  the  body 
politic  to  which  he  belongs,  or  amid  the  moft 
ftriking  infringements  of  political  liberty,  is 
happy,  bccaufe  his  civil  fecurity  and  liberty  are 
guarded  i  as  there  are  governments  in  which  the 
greateft  national  force  and  the  completcft  poli^ 
tical  organization  cannot  compenface  the  indivi* 
dual  citizen  for  the  defedk  or  the  lofs  of  a  well- 
regulated  police. 

Civil  fecurity  mud  prefuppofe  civil  liberty : 
otherwife  it  would  produce  tranquillity  indeed  5 
but  it  would  be  like  the  tranquillity  of  the  grave, 
the  confequences  of  which  are  foulneis  and  cor^ 

ruption, 
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niption.  The  former  is  the  rcfult  of  combined 
and  artfully- conncded  aims;  whereas  the  latter 
is  the  efFcft  of  one  fimple  maxim.  In  a  word, 
fccurity  is  forced  from  the  executive  power, 
liberty  may  be  granted. 

The  ftate  of  civil  fecurity  in  every  govern- 
ment is  an  explained  problem;  the  laws,  and 
the  means  of  obtaining  it,  are  objeds  of  public 
notoriety.  The  ftate  of  civil  liberty  can,  in 
fuch  countries  as  have  not  a  peculiar  conftitution, 
only  be  known  from  the  combination  of  a  great 
many  particular  fafts,  from  the  fpirit  of  the 
government,  from  the  temper  of  the  people. 

In  a  country  which  has  not  the  leaft  (hadow 
of  a  conftitution,  in  which  all  the  complicate 
relations  of  a  great  civil  fociety  are  afcertained 
by  particular,  explicable,  frequently  contra- 
diftory..  ordinances,  and  thefe  left  to  the  arbi- 
trary interpretation  of  particular  courts;  in  fuch 
a  country,  perfonal  and  civil  fccurity  can  neither 
be  enjoyed  as  a  matter  lawfully  or  affuredly 
cftabliflied.  In  this  fituation  was  Ruflia,  pre- 
vious to  the  reign  of  Peter  the  great.  The 
variety  of  the  ordinances  of  this  monarch,  far 
fuperior  to  his  contemporaries,  fliew  that  he  was 
Icnfiblc  of  the  want  of  a  civil  conftitution,  and 
the  necellity  of  a  perfonal  fecurity,  fettled  and 
fixed  by  law.    Much  however  as  he  did  towards 

the 
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the  attainment  of  this  grand  obje£tj  much  dill 
remained  for  him  to  do.  "  A  premature  death 
*'  obliged  him  to  abandon  this  falutary  inditute, 
"  while  yet  in  its  commencement.  The  fre- 
"  quent  revolutions  which  fucceeded,  the  diver- 
"  fity  of  principles  and  opinions,  the  numerous 
**  wars  that  happened,  though  they  by  no 
**  means  weakened  the  power  and  authority  of 
"  the  empire,  yet  fubjcdtcd  the  regulations  of 
**  this  great  emperor  either  to  alterations,  or  to 
*'  a  difference  in  the  profecution  of  the  idea 
*'  of  the  work  he  had  begun,  or  to  the  intro- 
"  duftion  of  other  rules,  which  partly  took  their 
"  direftion  by  particular  notions  of  the  matter, 
**  partly  by  the  alteration  of  circumftances  and 
«*  the  natural  courfe  of  things*.'" 

At  length  the  genius  of  Ruflia  threw  the  fate 
of  this  great  empire  iiito  the  hands  of  Catha- 
rine II.  The  comprehenfive  mind  of  this  mo- 
narch, which  had  already  been  occupied  in  the 
extenfion  and  eftablifhment  of  its  external  force, 
in  laying  the  foundations  of  a  philofophical  fyf- 
tem  of  legiflation,  in  the  improvement  of  edu- 
cation, in  the  difFufion  of  illumination  and  tafte, 
and  in  the  reformation  of  numberlefs  abufcs,  and 

*  The  words  of  Catharine  II.  Sec  the  ukaufc  of  the 
1 2th  of  November  1775,  which  ferves  as  an  introdudion 
to  the  regulation  of  theadnumHration  of  govcmiDent. 

3  which 
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which  had  not  yet  exhauftcd  its  energy  on  thcfe 
grand  objedts^  now  formed  a  conftitution  for 
Ruffia*. 

The  colleftion  of  ordinances  out  of  which 
this  conftitution  arofe,  breathe  throughout  that 
liberal  philofophical  fpirit,  that  reverence  for 
mankind  and  their  rights^  and  that  mild,  benign 
temper,  equally  removed  from  feverity  and 
compliance,  which  mark  the  charaftcr  of  the 
lawgiver,  and  is  its  moft  venerable  fanftion. 

The  prefervation  and  advancement  of  perfonal 
fecurity  cannot  be  the  laft  objedt  in  a  law-book 
of  this  nature.  It  provides  a  peculiar  tribunal 
in  the  court  of  confcience  or  the  court  of  equity, 
which  is  eftablifhed  in  every  government  of  the 
empire,  and  which  has  for  its  aim,  according  to 
the  proper  words  of  the  ordinance,  the  preferv- 
ation of  perfonal  fecurity,  the  mitigation  of  the 
lot  of  unhappy  criminals,  and  the  equitable  ter- 

*  The  fucceffivc  conftitutiona  by  which  Ruffia  obtaiaed^ 
an  equal  and  regular  diitnbutiQn  into  vice-rdyaltiesy  a  like 
civil  form,  like  courts  and  tribunals,  a  police,  a  municipality, 
fpecific  rights  and  relations  of  the  middle  ranjc  and  the 
nobility;  in  a  word,  a  conftitution,  are  the  following:—* 
Ordinances  for  the  adminiftration  of  government  throughout 
the  ruflian  empire. — Imperial  regulation  for  the  mercantile 
navigation  on  rivers,  lakes,  and  feas. —  Of  nobility.— Muni- 
cipab'ty.— Regulations  of  police.  They  are  tranflated  col- 
ledUvely  into  gennan  by  the  court-counfellor  Arndt. 

mination 
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mination  of  all  civil  difputcs.  The  confticution 
of  this  highly  remarkable  inftitutc  is  too  novel, 
too  beneficial,  and  too  little  known,  to  render 
the  omiflfion  of  a  brief  account  of  it  pardonable 
in  the  prefcnt  undertaking. 

The  court  of  confcience  confifts  of  a  judge, 
who  prefides,  and  of  fix  members,  of  whom, 
every  three  years,  two  are  eleded  from  the  clafs 
of  burghers,  and  an  equal  number  from  the  clafs 
of  boors.  Each  rank  has  only  to  do  with  the 
accufcr  and  the  accufed  of  his  rank.  The  court 
of  confcience  pronounces,  in  general,  according 
to  the  lawss  but,  as  it  is  ordained  to  be  a  guard 
to  particular  or  perfonal  fccurity,  the  rule  pre- 
fcribed  in  all  cafes  is— general  philanthropy* 
refpeft  for  man  as  iuch,  and  averfion  from  all 
opprcflSon  and  injury  of  mankind.  For  thefc 
reafons  the  court  of  confcience  muft  never  add 
to  the  burdens  of  any  man,  but  rather  make 
it  a  duty  confcicntioufly  to  difcufs,  and  to  decide 
with  humanity,  the  caufe  before  it.  It  muft 
never  meddle,  of  its  own  motion,  in  any  matter, 
but  take  it  up  only  from  an  order  of  the  govern- 
ment, from  the  communication  of  another  court 
of  juftice,  or  from  petition  and  complaint.  The 
cafes  of  fuch  criminals  as,  by  feme  unhappy 
accident,  or  by  the  concurrence  of  various 
drcumftanccs,    have    fallen    into    guilt,    whofc 

fufFerings 
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fuffcrings  far  outweigh  their  dcmcric,  the  crimes 
of  thoughtleffnefs  or  early  age,  and  all  (lories  of 
witchcraft  and  conjuration,  arifing  from  ftupidity, 
impofture,  and  ignorance,  belong  to  this  tribunal. 
The  duty  of  it,  in  civil  caufes,  is  to  adjuft  the 
differences  of  contending  parties  who  appeal  to 
it  for  that  purpofe.  The  adjuftment  is  to  be 
made  either  by  the  court  alone,  or  in  conjunc- 
tion with  arbitrators,  chofen  by  the  two  parties. 
If  the  arbitrators  cannot  agree  together,  then  the 
court  lays  before  them  its  opinion  how  the 
accufcr  and  the  accufed  may  be  reconciled, 
without  injury,  without  procefs,  controverfy, 
reciprocal  reproach,  and  chicane.  If  the  arbi- 
trators cannot  yet  be  brought  to  agreement,  then 
the  court  orders  the  accufer  and  accufed  to  ap- 
pear, and  lays  before  them  the  means  of  accom- 
modation. If  they  admit  them,  the  court  con- 
firms their  agreement  with  its  feal  of  office:  in 
the  contrary  cafe,  it  informs  them  that  it  has 
nothing  farther  to  do  with  their  difputc,  and  that 
they  may  apply  to  the  court  appointed  by  law 
for  that  purpofe. 

The  moft  imporunt  behoof  of  the  court  of 
confcience,  and  by  which  it  is  in  fome  meafure 
the  moft  venerable  tribunal  of  the  nation,  and, 
in  the  ftrideft  fenfe^  the  palladium  of  perfonal 
fecuricy,  confifts  in  this :  when  any  one  delivers 

VOL.  II.  z  a  pcd- 
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a  petition  to  the  court  of  confcieocc,  fpccifying 
that  he  has  been  detained  in  prifon  upwards  of 
three  days,  and  that  in  tjiefc  three  days  it  has 
not  been  (hewn  him  why  he  is  thus  kept  in 
prifon,  or  that  in  thefc  three  days  he  has 
not  been  interrogated,  then  the  court  of  con- 
fciencc  is  bound,  on  receiving  fuch  petition, 
and  before  the  court  breaks  up,  to  iffue  an  order, 
that  the  prifoner  (if  he  be  not  imprifoned  for 
offences  againftthe  perfon  of  the  foyereign,  nor 
for  treafon,  murder,  theft,  or  robbery)  be 
brought  into  the  court  of  confcience,  and  be 
(hewn,  adding  tlic  reafons,  why  he  is  detained 
in  arreft,  or  why  he  has  not  been  interrogated. 
The  order  of  the  court  of  confcience  in  this  cafe 
muft  be  executed  in  the  place  at  which  it  arrives, 
without  lofing  an  hours  but  if  the  order  is  not 
fulfilled  within  the  fpace  of  24  hours,  the  prefi- 
dent  of  the  court  (hall  be  fined  in  the  penalty  of 
500  rubles,  and  each  of  the  afleflbrs  fhall  pay  a 
fine  of  ICO.  In  regard  to  local  diftance,  25 
vcrfts  are  reckoned  to  a  day. — If  the  court  of 
confcience  finds  that  the  prifoner  has  not  been 
detained  for  any  of  the  crimes  above  fpccified, 
it  iflues  an  order  to  fet  him  at  liberty,  on  the 
receipt  of  that  voucher,  as  well  for  his  being 
brought  forth  as  alio  for  his  prcfentation  before 
that  court  of  the  province  which  he  (hall  choofe, 

and 
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and  where  his  caufe  fhall  be  adjudged.  No  one 
may  pretend  to  put  again  in  prifon  him  who  has 
been  liberated  by  authority  of  the  court  of  con- 
fcience,  for  their  decifion  on  the  fame  matter:  but 
his  caufe  (hall  be  determined  by  coutfe  of  law. 
But  in  cafe  the  petitioner  is  in  confinement  on 
account  of  any  of  the  before-mentiohed  crimes, 
or  has  impoied  upon  the  court  of  confcience  i 
or  can  bring  no  proof,  the  court  of  confcience 
fhall  reitiand  him  to  prifon,  there  to  be  kept 
ihorc  ftridly  than  before*. 

Public  fecurity  differs  from  perfonal,  in  its 
having  a  more  general  aim.  The  former  is 
properly  the  objcdt  of  the  police;  the  latter  is, 
in  mod  countries,  committed  to  the  adminiftra^ 
tion  of  jufticc. 

In  proportion  to  the  bulk,  exttot,  and  popu- 
lation of  Peterfburg,  the  public  fecurity  is  as 
great  as  any  where.  Robberies  and  murder  are 
io  feldom  heard  o^  that  ail  thought  of  danger  is 
entirely  baniflied.  Accordingly,  people  walk 
aloiie,  without  any  weapon  or  attendance,  at  all 
hours  of  the  night,  aloi^  the  ftreets,  and  even 
in  the  remoteft,  mod  unfreq^iented,  and  eveti 
uninhabited  parts  of  the  town.     This  fa£l,  extra* 

*  Sfic  Gcmalde  von  St.  Peterfburg,  by  the  ingenious 
M.  Heinrich  Storch^  for  diefe  and  fevciral  othei*  parti- 
culars. 

z  2  ordinary 
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ordinary  in  fuch  circuirftanccs,  is,  however,  not 
fo  much  the  conftquence  of  a  well-organized 
and  vigilant  police,  as  the  effed  of  the  good- 
tempered  national  charafter.  The  common 
Ruflian,  if  not  corrupted  by  a  long  ftay  in  the 
refidence,  feduced  by  the  propenlion  to  drink, 
or  preflcd  by  extreme  want,  is  fcldom  difpofed 
to  excefies  of  this  nature.  To  this  may  be  added 
a  certain  reverence  towards  the  fuperior.  ranks, 
which,  from  the  fentiment  of  their  vaflalage,  and 
from  the  way  in  which  they  are  brought  up,  is 
peculiar  to  this  people.  This  is  fo  well-known, 
that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  put  an  officer's 
cockade  in  the  hat  as  a  fure  means  of  defence 
againft  any  attack  a  man  might  otherwife  be 
liable  to  at  fuch  times  as  the  populace  are  acctif- 
tomed  to  think  they  have  the  privilege  of  being 
intoxicated,  and  confcqucntly  are  more  prone  to 
commit  afts  of  extravagance.  An  authoritative 
word,  fpoken  in  a  commanding  tone,  has  fre- 
quently more  efFeft  than  the  ftouteft  oaken  ftaff. 
In  order  to  employ  this  method  with  imprcffion, 
it  is  neceffary  indeed  to  be  able  to  fpeak  the 
language  with  fluency  j  but  any  one  who  has 
that  advantage,  and  is  familiar  with  the  manners 
and  the  charaftcr  of  the  nation,  may  at  any 
omc,  in  cafes  of  extremity,  excite  the  good 
Uflnrg  of  the  populace,  and  fave  his  purfe  or  his 

life 
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life  from  any  hoftilc  attack.  Among  fcvcral 
infl-anccs  afforded  by  experience  of  this,  one  may 
fuffice, 

A    lady    fome   years  ago    travelled   up   the 
country.     Her  road  led  through  a  village  which 
had  lately  got  an  ill  name  for  robberies  and 
murders,  and  indeed  was  become  formidable  to 
the  whole  diftrift.     By  fome  unforefccn  circum* 
fiances,  her  arrival  at  this  place  was  delayed  till 
the  night  was  fomewhat  advanced ;  and  as  the 
poft-boors  abfolutely  refufed  to  drive  her  any 
further,  (he  was  obliged  to  put  up  at  4  cottage. 
A  converfation  between  her  driver  and  fome 
people  of  the  village,  which  by  favour  of  the 
darknefs  (he  happened  to  overhear,  juftly  filled 
her  with  ferious  alarm.     On  entering  the  cottage, 
flie  perceived  feveral  fellows,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  country,  lying  on  the  ftoye.     An 
old  woman,  whofc  phyfiognomy  was  not  exa£lly 
adapted  to  infpire  confidence,  accofted  her  with 
the  queftion,  why  (he  had  hefitated  to  pafs  thp 
i)ight  in   that  village,  whether  it  was  becaufc 
fhe  fufpeftcd  that  (he  might  not  be  fafe  in  her 
houfe  ?  and  fwore,  at  the  fame  time,  that  there 
was  not  a  man  in  it.     The  traveller,  froni  long 
experience  being  well  acquainted  with  the  cha- 
ra<5ler  of  the  nation,  took  care  not  to  confute  this 
lies  on  the  contrary,   (he   d^fplayed  the  moft 
z  3  perfc<5l 
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pcrfeft  confidence,  fat  down  with  the  utmoft 
compofurc  to  take  fbmc  refrcflimcnt,  brought 
out   a  bottle  of  brandy  from  her  cafe  in  the 
fledge,  called  down  the  fellows  that  were  lying 
on  the  ftove,  and  divided  its  contents  among 
them.     This  behaviour,  the  bottle  of  brandy, 
and  the  friendly  looks  of  the  donor,  had  their 
due  effed; :  the  flumbering  but  not  ftifled  fenti^i 
meat  of  humanity  awoke;   and   the  good-na-« 
tured»  carelefs,  and  joyful  humour,  which  is  fo 
peculiar  to  the  common  Ruffians,  foon  broke 
out  in  noify  fongs.     The  traveller,  feeing  that 
ihe  had  attained  her  aim,  laid  herfelf  down  to 
fleep  in   an  adjacent  room,   in  all  appearance 
without  any  diftruft,  forbad  her  fervants  to  bring 
the  baggage  and  arms  into  the  houfe,  and  even 
put  out  the  light.     At  break  of  day  Ihe  found  ^ 
ruffian  brcakfiaft  prepared,  and  her  carriage  ready 
for  her  farther  progrefs.     Her  departure  from 
this  band  of  robbers  was  a  moral  caricature  of  a 
mod  Angular  nature.     With  the  confcffion  of 
their    criminal   way   of  life,    ffie   at  the  fame 
time  received  from  thefe  people  the  affiirance, 
that  (lie  and  all  paflfengers  that  fhould  make  ufc 
of  her  name,  Ihould  be  well  received,  and  be 
lodged  in  fafcty :  a  promife  which  was  accom- 
panied with  the  rude  but  undifguifed  teftimony 
of  a  hearty  affirftion. 

The 
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The  police  of  St.  Peterfburg  has  a  very 
fimple  and  compecent  organization.  Excepting 
the  governor,  whofc  office  naturally  extends  to 
all  objefts  of  public  welfare,  the  head  policc- 
mafter  is  the  proper  chief  of  the  whole  fyftem  of 
police.  His  office  takes  in  the  great  compafs  of 
this  department,  but  confined  to  the  general 
objefts  of  public  fccurity  and  order.  He  is  not 
here,  as  in  fome  large  towns,  the  formidable 
co-partner  of  family  fecrets,  and  the  invifiblc 
witncfs  of  the  actions  of  the  private  man.  Here 
are  no  fpies,  nor  ought  there  to  be,  if  Montef- 
quieu  be  in  the  right*. 

Under  the  head  police-mafter  is  the  police- 
office,  where  fit  a  police-mafter,  two  prcfidents, 
the  one  for  criminal,  the  other  for  civil  cafes,  and 
two  confultors  chofen  from  the  burgher  clafs.  To 
this  is  committed  the  care  to  maintain  decorum, 
good  order,  and  morals :  alfo  it  is  its  bufinefs 
to  fee  to  the  obfervancc  of  the  laws,  that  the 
orders  iflTued  by  government,  and  the  decifions 
of  the  courts  of  juftice,  are  put  in  force.  The 
attainment  of  thefe  purpofes  is  efFedlcd  by  th« 
following  mechanifm : 

*  <<  Faut-H  des  efpions  dans  la  monarchic  i  Ce  n'eft  pas 
"  la  pratique  dcs  bona  princes."— Efprit  des  Lois,  I.  xii. 
cbap.  25. 
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The  rcfidencc  is  divided  into  ten  departments. 
Each  of  thefc  has  a  prefident,  appointed  to  watch 
over  the  laws,  the  fecurity,  and  the  order  of  his 
diftria.  The  duties  and  rights  of  this  office  are 
not  lefs  extenfive  than  important.  A  prefident 
mud  have  exa6l  knowledge  of  the  inhabitants  of 
his  department,  over  which  a  fort  of  parental 
authority  is  committed  to  him ;  he  is  the  cenjor 
morum  of  his  department;  his  houfe  muft  not  be 
bolted  or  barred  by  night  or  day,  but  muft  bs:  a 
place  of  refuge  continually  open  tO  all  that  are 
in  danger  or  diftrefs  j  he  himfelf  may  not  quit 
the  town  for  the  fpace  of  two  hours,  without 
committing  the  difcharge  of  his  office  to  fomc 
other  perfbn.  The  police-commando  (con- 
ftablcs),  and  the  watchmen  of  his  department, 
are  under  his  orders  j  and  he  is  attended  on  all 
affairs  of  his  office  by  two  ferjcants.  Complaints 
againft  unjuft  behaviour  in  the  prefidcnts  may  be 
brought  to  the  police-office. 

Each  department  is  again  divided  into  three, 
four,  or  five  fubdivifions,  called  quarters,  of 
which,  in  the  whole  rcfidence,  are  two  and 
forty.  Each  of  thcfe  has  a  quarter-infpedtor,  in 
fubordination  to  whom  is  a  quarter-lieutenant. 
The  duty  of  thefe  police-officers  is  in  harmony 
with  that  of  the  prefident,  only  that  their  a6li- 
yity  is  confined  to  a  fmaller  circle.     They  fettle 

low 
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low  affairs  and  flight  altercations  on  the  fpot^ 
and  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  all  that  pafles. 

The  number  of  the  nightly  watch  in  the  city 
amounts  to  50Q.  They  have  their  ftations 
affigncd  them  in  watch-houfes  at  the  corners  of 
ftreetsj  and,  befidcs  their  proper  dcftination,  are 
to  aflHl  in  the  taking  up  of  offenders,  and  in  any 
ftrvice  by  day  or  night,  as  their  commanders 
Ihall  require.  Bcfides  thefc,  for  the  execution  of 
the  police  orders,  and  to  adt  as  patroles,  there  is 
alfo  a  commando  of  1 20  men,  who,  in  cafes  of 
emergency,  are  fupported  byapulk  or  company 
of  kozaks,  or  a  regiment  of  huflars. 

This  machine,  confiding  of  fo  many  fubordi* 
nate  parts,  prefcrvcs  in  its  orderly  courfe  that 
ftcurity  and  peace  which  excite  the  admiration 
of  all  foreigners.  The  aSivity  of  every  indivi- 
dual member  is  unobferved  in  the  operation  of 
the  whole ;  and  by  fuch  a  diftribution  alone  is 
the  attainment  of  fo  complicated  an  aim  prac- 
ticable.— All  the  quartcr-infpcftors  of  a  depart- 
ment repair  every  morning,  at  fcven  o'clock,  to 
their  infpeSor's  houfc,  to  lay  before  him  the 
report  of  all  that  has  happened  in  their  quarters 
during  the  laft  four  and  twenty  hours;  and  at 
eight  o'clock  ail  the  infpeftors  bring  together 
thefe  feveral  reports  into  the  police  office,  where- 
upon they  firft  and  immediately  take  into  exa- 
mination 
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mination  the  cafes  of  perfons  taken  into  cuftody 
during  the  night.  On  urgent  occafions  the 
police-office  aflembles  at  all  hours. 

This  organization,  and  the  extraordinary  vigi- 
lance of  the  police,  which  is  found  competent  to 
the  bufinels  of  a  numerous  and  reftlefs  people, 
render  all  fecret  inquifitions  unneccffary.     The 
police   has  knowledge  of  all    perfons   in  the 
refidence;   travellers   who    come    and    go  are 
fubjeft  to  certain  formalities,  which  render   it 
extremely   difficult  to  cc»)ceal   their  place   of 
abode,  or  their  departure  from  the  city.     To 
this  end,  every  houfcholder  and   innkeeper  is 
obliged  to  declare  to  the  police  who  lodges  with 
him,  or  what  ft  rangers  have  put  up  at  his  houfe. 
If  a  ftranger  or  lodger  ftays  out  all  nighty  the 
hndlord  muft  inform  the  police  of  it  at  lateft 
on  the  third  day  of  his  abfence  from  liis  houfe. 
The  cautionary  rules  with  regard  to  travellers 
quieting  the  town,  are  ftill  more  ftrift,     Thefe 
muft  publifh  in  the  news-paper  their  name,  their 
quality,  and  their  place  of  abode,  three  feveral 
times,  and  produce  the  news-papers  containing 
the   advertifemcnt,  as   a  credential  in  the  go- 
vernment from  which  they  then  receive  their 
l^flport,  without  which  it  is  next  to  impoffible 
IIQ^  get  out  of  the    empire.      This   regwlation 
MK  only    fecurcs  ►  the   creditor   of  the  perfon 

about 


EMPRESS    CATHARINE  II.  ^47 

about  to  depart,  but  alfo  enables  the  police  to 
keep  a  clofer  infpcdtion  over  all  fufpeifled  in- 
habitants. 

The  great  mixture  of  foreign  inhabitants  of 
all  nations  renders  this  infpedlion  at  all  tioies, 
but  efpecially  at  certain  critical  periods,  liighlf 
neceflkry.  There  are  always,  in  large  populous 
towns,  diforderly  people,  adventurers  and  im* 
poftors,  who,  by  bold  projeft^,  by  an  infamous 
induftry,  or  by  criminal  ftratagems  and  tricks, 
feek  occafion  to  feck  the  difquiet  of  civil  fociety, 
or  to  rifle  the  purfcs  of  the  public.  The  lenity 
of  the  government,  the  hofpitable  rcceptioa 
every  honeft  ftranger  here  enjoys,  the  cafy  and 
various  means  of  gaining  a  livelihood,  and  the 
unlimited  permiflion  attended  with  fe  many 
difficulties  in  other  countries,  of  purfuing  th«m 
in  a  lawful  way,  without  diftin<SHon  of  nation 
or  religious  profeffion ; — all  riicfe  and  other  ad- 
vantages are,  however,  not  always  fufficienc  to 
reftrain  fuch  people  within  the  bounds  of  pro^ 
priety  and  decorum. 

If  individuals  may  be  fufpefted  by  the  govern- 
ment, becaufc  their  means  of  fupport,  the  com- 
pany they  keep,  and  the  whole  courfc  of 
a6Kon,  are  clofely  wrapped  up  in  myftery,  fo 
likewife  may  whole  focicties  be  lefs  indifferent  to 
it,  if  they  carefuHy  conceal  the  objedb  of  their 

connec- 
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connexion,  or  their  very  exiftencc,  from  the  eye 
qf  the  public.  The  police  watches  here,  with 
laudable  attention,  over  fecret  focieties  of  all 
kinds ;  and  frequently  as  the  fanatical  fpirit  of 
religious  or  political  fedaries,  pr  the  enthufiafm 
pf  pretended  myftagogues,  have  attended  %q 
neftlc  here,  they  have  never  been  able  to  pro- 
ceed, or  only  for  a  very  (hort  time.  Animal 
^p^agnetifm,  Martinifm,  Rofycrucianifm,  and 
by  whatever  other  name  the  conceits  of  diftem- 
pered  imaginations  may  be  called,  have  always 
been  attended  with  the  fame  bad  fuccefs'oa 
this  (lage. 

With  equal  diligence  the  police  ran(acks  the 
blind  purlieus  of  fuch  as  have  an  averfion  to 
honeft  induftry,  and  are  attradted  by  the  third 
of  gain.  If  the  ramparts  of  civil  liberty  prevent 
the  police  from  haying  recourfe  to  extreme  mca- 
fures  for  quelling  the  rage  of  gaming,  yet  great 
difficulties  and  obftacles  are  oppofed  to  the 
propagation  and  extenfion  of  this  dreadful  poli- 
tical evil.  By  the  police  regulation  only  fuch 
games  are  allowed  as  require  bodily  exertion  and 
dexterity,  or  confift  of  a  due  proportion,  qf 
hazard  and  fkill.  The  nicer  explanations  on  this 
latter  are  referved  for  the  laws.  Concerning 
prohibited  games,  the  police  muft  have  regard 
to  the  motives  of  the  gamefters.    AU  complaints 

and 
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and  demands  relative  to  play-debts,  and  the 
payment  of  them,  arc  declared  null.  That  no 
lotteries  are  permitted  throughout  the  whole 
rufllan  empire  is  well  known. 

From  this  (ketch  it  will  be  readily  imagined, 
that  the  number  of  impoftors  and  difturbers  of 
the  pubUc  peace  can  be  but  fmall.  Quarrels  ind 
affrays  in  the  ftreet  or  in  the  cabaks  but  feldom 
happen.  The  perfon  attacked  calls  the  neareft 
watchman ;  and  in  a  moment  both  the  aggreflbr 
and  the  aggrieved  are  taken  into  cuftody,  and  led 
to  the  next  fieja,  (police  watch-houfe,)  where 
the  cau(e  of  their  quarrel  is  inquired  into,  and 
the  aggreffor  is  puniQied.— For  matters  of  fome 
defcripdons,  there  is  a  peculiar  tribunal,  under 
the  denomination  of  the  oral  court,  which,  oa 
account  of  its  fingularity,  deferves  to  be  brief!/ 
nodced. 

In  each  quarter  of  the  town  are  one  or  more 
judges  of  the  oral  court,  who  are  chofcn  frond 
the  dafs  of  burghers,  and  with  whom  are  aOb- 
ciated  a  few  jurats.  This  court  (its  daily  in  the 
forenoon,  and  proceeds  orally  in  all  the  differ- 
ences that  come  before  it :  it,  however,  keeps  a 
day-book>  in  which  are  entered  all  the  cmfcfi 
and  deciffons  of  the  court,  and  which  mufl:  be 
every  week  laid  before  the  magiftrate.  When 
a  charge  is  broughti  the  court  declares  it  oralljr 

to 
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to  the  prcfidcnt  of  the  quarter :  whereupon  the 
accufed  muft  not  delay  his  appearance  before  the 
police  longer  than  one  day  after  he  has  received 
the  fummons.  Every  caufe  muft  be  determined 
in  one  day,  or  if  the  examinations  require  more 
time  in  colleftingi  in  three  days.  The  oral 
court  communicates  the  decifion  to  theprefident 
oF  the  quarter  by  means  of  his  day-book^  in 
Order  to  its  ratification.  If  either  party  is  not 
latisfied  with  the  fentence,  he  may  appeal  to 
the  court  as  appointed  in  the  regulations. 

The  immenfe  circulation  occafioned  by  the 
neceflaries  and  luxuries  of  the  refidence  might 
provide  a  greater  number  of  people  with  the 
means  of  fubfiftence.  The  growing  increafe  of 
the  town,  and  the  great  undertakings  of  the 
government,  which  here  unite  as  in  one  large 
central  point,  employ  as  many  hands  as  are  to 
be  had,  and  wouW  employ  more  j  the  facility, 
therefore,  with  which  work  is  to  be  found,  and 
tj^e  high  price  of  labour,  leave  idlenefs  and 
indigence  witliout  excufe.  And  indeed  no 
beggars  arc  fccn  here,  unlefs  one  (hould  give 
that  name  to  a  few  children  who  here  and  there 
fW  about,  and  afk  for  a  poluihka.  Old,  infirm 
^memp^red  people,  and  fimilar  objeAs  ofdifguft, 
^^  dc>lolotcly  not  permitted  to  follow  begging. 
I^  tbt  ttaUy  poor,  and  perfons  incapable  of 

earning 
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earning  their  bread,  a  poor-houfe  is  providedj 
and  maintained  upon  an  excellent  plan  ;  but  for 
the  induftrious  who  look  out  for  work,  and  the 
idlers  that  are  able  to  work,  the  following  ufefol 
and  falutary  regulations  are  made  : 

In  purfuance  of  the  police  ordinance  of  the 
year  1782,  fervant-brokers  (or,  as  we  fhould 
lay,  rcgifter-offices)  are  appointed,  where  every 
day,  at  certain  hours,  people  who  feck  fervicc 
or  work,  as  well  as  matters  who  want  fervants, 
may  apply.  The  broker  is  bound  to  enter  in 
his  book  the  name,  the  time,  and  the  requifitcs 
or  propofals  of  the  feVeral  pcrfons  who  ^pply,  as 
alfo  the  terms  of  the  contraft ;  which  book  is 
taken  as  evidence  in  cafe  diiputes  fhould  after* 
wards  arife.  In  order  to  induce  the  public  to 
benefit  by  this  inftitution  of  fuch  general  utility^ 
it  is  at  the  fame  time  ordained,  that  the  oral  court' 
and  the  police-office  fhall  admit  of  no  complaint 
between  mafler  and  fcrvant,  if  the  contraft  can- 
not be  produced  in  the  broker- book  j  but  fcr- 
vants  and  workmen  who  negleft  to  apply  to 
the  broker,  are  driven  out  of  the  town  and  the 
diftria. 

The  work-houfc  of  the  refidence  takes  in  not 
only  fuch  people  as  would  willingly  work,  and 
find,  no  employment,  but  is  chiefly  filled  with 
idlers,  vagrants,  diforderly  perfbns,  flurdy  beg- 
gars. 
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gars>  and  thieves  who  have  not  ftolen  abov^  the 
value  of  20  rubles*  As  fuch  a  conjundion  of 
crimes  with  helplefs  induftry  is  contrary  to  the 
maxims  of  an  enlightened  police^  fa  this  snftitu- 
tion,  according  to  its  original  deftination^  was 
dedicated  only  tb  the  latter.  But  becaufe^  cither 
from  prejudices  formed  againft  the  inftitution^ 
or  becau(e>  as  it  is  mod  reafonable  to  think j 
tlieie  is  a  fuperfluity  of  means  of  livelihood^  but 
very  few  fuch  perfons  are  founds  this  inftitution 
is  almoft  entirely  confined  to  forced  workmen. 
The  fuperintendance  of  it  belongs  to  the  college 
of  general  provifion,  who,  therefore,  fettle  the 
mode  and  meafure  of  employment  according  to 
the  fex,  the  age,  and  the  bodily  frame  of  each* 
Jt  is  likewifc  permitted  to  private  perfons  to 
fend  their  fcrvants  hither  for  punilhment ;  in  this 
cafe,  however,  they  muft  pay  three  kopecks  a 
day  for  each  perfon's  bos^rd,  in  addition  to  the 
profit  on  their  labour,  to  the  inflitution.  On  an 
average  about  800  perfons  are  kept  here  annu- 
ally. A  fmall  hofpital,  conneflcd  with  this 
inftitution  had,  on  the  ift  of  January  1790,  107 
patients  of  both  fcxcs. 

For  criminals  condemned  to  labour  by  the 
laws,  there  is  a  houfe  of  correction.  This  is 
likewifc  under  the  management  of  the  college  of 
general  provifion,  which  endeavours  to  make 

the 
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the  penal  labour  of  thcfc  people,  particularly  in 
regard  to  manufafturcs,  ufcful  to  the  ftatc.  In 
purfuance  of  an  ordinance  of  government  the 
houfc  of  corrcftion  is  deftined  for  the  following 
dcfcriptions  of  civil  and  moral  offenders;  for 
children  who  arc  difobedient  to  their  parents,  or 
habitually  purfuc  bad  courfcs;  for  people  who 
having  run  out  their  circumftances,  have  con- 
trafted  twice  as  many  debts  as  they  have  the 
means  to  pay,  or  are  guilty  of  fcandalous 
breaches  of  decorum  ;  for  perfons  who  publicly 
follow  a  courfe  of  life  which  is  contrary  to  found 
morals  and  the  regulations  of  a  good  police  -,  for 
worthlefs  and  lazy  rogues  and  vagabonds;  for 
(lout  and  obftinate  vagrants  and  beggars  •,  laftly, 
for  women  who  lead  a  fcandalous,  impudent, 
and  profligate  life.— Offenders  of  thefe  kinds  arc 
put  into  the  houfc  of  correftion,  either  in  pur* 
fuance  of  the  fentence  of  a  court  of  judicature,  or 
at  the  requeA  of  parents,  prefidcnts,  or  mafters, ' 
though  not  without  evidence  wherefore.  Here 
alfo  private  perfons  muft  pay  a  flight  allowance, 
as  in  the  work-houfe,  *  The  men  are  feparatcd 
from  the  women ;  and  all  the  people  confined 
muft  be  called  only  by  their  ,chriftian  names. 
The  obftinate  and  refraftory  may  be  chaftifed, 
by  order  of  the  head  overfeer,  by  beating,  or 
punifhed  by  being  fhut  up  and  kept  on  bread 
VOL.  II.  A  A  and 


354  LIFE   OF    THE 

and'  water.     The   annual  number  of  perfons 
under  corre6kion  here  is  between  7  and  900. 

Thefe  inftitutions,  into  which  the  rcfidencc 
difcharges  all  its  fluggiih/  foul,  and  infeftious 
parts,  as  into  a  receiver,  ftand  in  fo  clofc  a  con- 

.  ncftion  with  the  prifons  of  the  courts  of  judica- 
ture, that  it  would  render  this  account  incom- 
plete, to  omit  the  mention  of  them  here. 

The  new  town -jail,  which,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, is  conftrufted  and  difpofed  upon  Mr. 
Howard's  plan,  confifts  of  a  large,  ftrong-built 
pentrgon  edifice,  of  twa  ftories.  Outwardly  it 
has  no  windows,  and  only  one  gate,  which  is  of 
iron  J  each  of  the  five  angles  is  terminated  by  a 
tower,  which  rifes  above  .the  roof,  and  fcrves  as 
a  magazine.  Each  (lory  has  only  dne  fuite  of 
chambers,  all  opening  into  a  covered  gallery. 

/The  rooms  arc  diffimilar  in  fize,  but  are  fitted 
up  in  exadlly  the  fame  manner.  The  windows 
are-  all  placed  high  ;  each  cell  is  provided  with  a 

>  cubic  ftove,  a  fmall  table  and  feat  of  mafonry, 
an  iron  outer  door,  and  in  the  wall  a  water- 
clofct.  In  the  open  place  which  forms  the  area 
of  tlie  building,  is  a  fmaller  prifon  of  the  fame 
(hape  with  the  larger,  which,  with  cells  of  a  like 
conftrudlicn  with  the  others,  contains  a  chapel, 
a  comptoir,  a  guard- houfe,  and  a  chamber  of 
correcflion.     The  remaining  fpace,  in  breadth 

about 


EMPRESS    CATHARINE  11,  -  2SS 

about  fix  fathom,  is  lefc  for  indulging  the  pri- 
foncrs  in  the  benefit  of  caking  the  air.  The 
whole  building  has  hitherto  continued  quite 
empty. 

Of  the  other  jails,  which  are  only  three,  that 
of  the  police  is  the  moft  remarkablcr.  This 
houfe,  which  is  commonly  called  the  Politzey, 
becaufe  here  the  chancery  of  it  was  formerly 
held,  is  at  prcfent  the  principal  place  of  detentioij 
for  all  delinquents  that  come  wichin  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  police.  Accordingly,  here  arc 
kept,  previous  to  their  trial,  fraudulent  infol- 
vcnts  and  bankrupts,  fwindlers,  gamefters,  bul- 
lies, cheats,  thieves,  and  fanatics  of  all  chriftian 
feds,  and  of  all  nations  in  motley  mixture. 
This  ftrange  coUedion  of  beings  is  produftiye  of 
no  lefs  Angular  efFefts.  The  rich  purchafc 
accommodations  of  the  poor ;  the  cunning  over- 
reach the  fimple ;  feparated  from  all  human 
fociety,  a  fort  of  petty  republic  is  formed 
within  thcfc  walls,  in  which  the  two  grand  levers 
of  human  adivity,  indigence  and  paflion,  play 
their  part  as  well  as  without  them.  Thus,  a 
few  years  ago,  an  inhabitant  of  this  manfion 
picked  up  money  by  the  myfteries  of  an  order 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  by  admitting,  for  a 
fmall  reception-fee,  a  confiderablc  number  o^ 
worthy  profclytcs.  Another  had  been  favoured 
A  A  a  with 
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with  the  pcrmiffion  jto  fcparate  his  keeping- 
place  by  a  fcrccn,  where  he  lived  in  company 
with  his  ferfs^  who^  by  the  duties  of  their  vaflfal- 
age,  were  obliged  to  follow  him  into  this  abode. 
Here  he  gave  a  friendly  reception  to  all  comers^ 
%ho(e  looks  and  dre(s  feemed  promifing^  and 
drew  from  them  what  money  they  had,  either  at 
cards,  or  by  giving  them  a  goblet  or  two  of  ftrong 
punch,  with  fuch  artifice  that  never  any  got  out 
of  his  clutches  without  leaving  behind  them,  in 
Ills  lurking  corner,  whatever  they  had,  and  fome- 
times  even  a  part  of  their  clodies. — This  houfe, 
which  feems  to  harbour  within  its  walls  only  vice 
and  criminality,  at  times  alfo  exhibits  fome  noble 
inftance  of  human  a£lion,  as  a  few  fcattered  rays 
are  fceh  to  mingle  in  the  gloomy  colours  of  a 
painted  night-piece.  Not  for  the  purpoft  of 
rerieving  the  (hades,  but  as  a  fmall  memorial 
of  an  unknown  generous  aftion,  the  follow- 
ing anecdote  may  here  be  permitted  to  find  a 
place. 

A  young  gernian  nobleman,  who  had  for  a 
long  time  indulged  himfclf  in  the  ufual  follies  of 
his  age  with  the  utmoft  thoughtlcflhefs  and  ex- 
travagance, was  put  into  the  politssey  by  his  cre- 
ditors. In  this  deplorable  fituation,  abandoned 
by  all  his  former  acquaintance,  a  damfel  of  the 
common  clafs,  who  had  fhared  his  purfc  in  better 

dayS| 
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daySf  remained,  true  him.  She  followed  him 
to  prifoDi  waited  on  him  with  unwearied  care 
during  a  violent  illnels  with  which^  he  was  a€* 
tacked9  fupplied  him  with  all  kinds  of  necefla^ 
riesj  ibld>  when  all  her  money  was  gone,  vihzf: 
furniture  and  clothes  iljje  hadj  and  at  length  went 
about  begging  for  her  unfortunate  friend.  At 
the  end  of  eleven  months,  when  he  was  releafird 
by  death  from  this  unhappy  condidon,  (he 
caufed  him  to  be  dccendy  interred  with  the 
remainder  of  the  alms  (he  had  procured,  and 
then — confcnted  to  the  ofFer  of  marriage  long 
ago  made  her  by  a  man  in  good  circumftances^ 
with  whom  Ihe  might  have  enjoyed  th^  convc'* 
niences  and  pleafures  of  life,  and  which  ihe  had 
hitherto  refufed  only  beca,ufc  (he  thought  k 
difhonourable  to  forfake  her  Brft  lover  in  his 
diftrels.  This  circumftancc  (he  mentioned  tp 
her  hu(band  previous  to  their  marriage. 

Great  as  the  fecurity  of  the  city  is'  in  regard  to 
adts  of  open  violence,  yet  it  is  nece(rary  for 
every  one  to  be  upon  his  guard  againft  artdd 
impoftures  and  deep-laid  (Iratagems.  The 
frequent  indances  of  this  kind  make  every 
Rudlan  wary,  and  therefore  they  are  not  (b 
cafiiy  made  the  dupes  of  their  countrymen  i  but 
fo  much  the  more  do  they  make  up  for  this  at 
the  expeace  pf  ftj^g^rs  and  foreigners,  parti* 
A  A  3  cularly 
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cularly  when, they  arc  not  acquainted  with  the 
,  language  of  the  country.  The  (hopkecpcrs  and 
merchants  commonly  a(k  three  times,  and  fre- 
quently even  fiye  times  as  much  as^he  commodity 
is  worth;  the  unknowing  offer  the  half,  and  think 
they  have  made  a  good  bargain,  till  they  find, 
when  too  late,  that  they  have  been  miferably 
cheated.  To  give  damaged  goods  a  fair  ap- 
pearance, to  defraud  in  meafure  and  weight  in 
an  imperceptible  manner,  to  flip  bad  goods 
among  the  better  that  have  been  bought  and 
wdcred  home  j  all  thefe,  and  a  multitude  of 
other  tricks,  no  dealers  in  the  world  underftand 
better  than  the  ruffian.  As  the  Ruffians  in 
general  arc  furprifingly  cunning  and  of  quick 
parts,  they  are  eminently  addicted  to  this  fpecics 
of  induftry ;  and  the  pickpockets  of  St.  Pcterf- 
burg  and  Mofco  may  fafely  lay  wagers  on  their 
dexterity  with  thofe  of  London  and  Paris. 

Some  time  fince  the  following  affair  happened 
at  Mofco,  which  excited  great  curiofuy  both 
there  and  at  the  refidence  ;  and,  on  account  of 
its  originality,  dcfcrves  to  be  noticed  while  we 
are  on  this  fubjedl.  A  wealthy  nobleman,  well 
known  as  a  fancier  of  precious  (tones,  fell  acci- 
dentally in  company  with  a  perfon  unknown  to 
him,  who  wore  on  his  finger  a  ring  of  great 
beauty  and  value.     After  a  long  difcourfc  on  its 

real 
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real  worth,  the  nobleman  ofFcrcd  him  a  confider- 
ablc,  price  for  it,  which  the  ftranger  at  firft 
refufcd,  on  the  reafonable  ground  that  he  had  no 
defire  to  part  with  it.  At  length,  however,  to  * 
evade  the  repeated  importunities  of  the  noble- 
man, he  declared  that  he  could  not  fell  it, 
becaufe— the  (tones  were  not  genuine.  This 
declaration  filled  all  the  company,  among  whom 
were  connoiflcurs,  with  amazement.  The  no- 
bleman, in  order  to  be  fure  of  the  matter, 
defired  to  have  the  ring  for  a  few  days  againft 
fufficient  fecurity,  received  it,  and  ran  from  one 
jeweller  to  another,  who  all  unanimoufly  pro- 
nounced the  ftones  to  be  genuine,  and  of  great 
value.  With  this  aflurance,  and  the  hope  of  a 
good  bargain,  he  brought  back  the  ring  to  its 
owner,  who,  on  receiving  it,  put  it,  with  great 
indifference,  into  his  waiftcoat  pocket.  The 
negotiation  now  began  afre(h  :  the  ftranger  per- 
fiftcd  in  his  refolution,  till  at  length  the  noble- 
man oflFered  a  fum  which  was  pretty  near  the 
true  value  of  it.  "  This  rirrg,"  returned  the 
ftrangeV,  "  is  a  token  of  friend(hip ;  but  I  am 
"  not  rich  enough  to  rcjcft  fo  large  a  lum  as 
*^  you  offer  for  it.  Yet  this  high  offer  is  the 
"  very  reafon  of  my  not  complying.  How  can 
"  you,  if  you  arc  thoroughly  confcious  of  what 
"  you  are  doing,  offer  fo  much  money  for  a 
**  ring,  which  the  owner  himfclf  confcflcs  to  be 
A  A  4  **  made 
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cc  fljadc  up  of  filfc  ftoncs  ?"— «<  If  your  dccer- 
*^  mination  depends  only  on  that^*'  replied  the 
buyer^  '^  here  take  at  once  the  fun/'  (laying  it 
in  bank-notes  upon  the  table^)  '<  and  I  call  the 
<^  gentlemen  here  prefent  to  witncfs>  that  I  vo- 
**  luntarily,  ailH  after  due  confidcration,  pay  it/' 
The  feller  took  the  money,  and  gave  the  nobk- 
jQan  the  ring,  repeating  the  declaration,  that  the 
Hones  were  falfe,  and  that  it  was  dill  time  to 
make  the  bargain  void.  The  latter  obftinately 
refufcd  to  hearken  to  his  advice,  battened  joy- 
fully home,  and  found — what  the  reader  has 
already  gucffcd — that  the  ftrangcr  had  laid  what 
Vizs  too  true.  Inftcad  of  the  genuine  ring,  he 
had  a  falfc  one  made  cxaftly  like  the  other.  The 
affair  was  brought  into  a  court  of  juftice ;  but,  as 
the  feller  proved,  that  during  the  whole  bufincfs 
there  was  no  queftion  at  all  about  genuine  ftoncs  j 
that  the  purchafcr  exprcfsly  treated  only  for  a 
falfc  ring,  and  he  on  the  other  hand  fold  him 
only  a  falfc  ring;  accordingly  the  judge  was 
obliged  to  pronounce  in  favour  of  the  latter. 

The  arts  of  cheating  in  the  article  of  provi- 
fions  arc  no  where  better  undcrftood  than  here. 
Ordinary  deceptions  of  this  nature  happen  every 
where  ;  but  when  one  looks  at  a  fowl,  which  to 
all  appearance  is  finely  fattened,  and  finds  it  only 
filled  with  wind  i  or  afparagus,  deprived  of  their 
eatable  part,  pointe4  again,  and  coloured  with  a 

tempting 
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tempting  verdure  5  no  man  will  call  thcfe  ordinarjr 
tricks. 

A  lady,  who  had  not  been  long  come  out  of 

Germany,    and    had    heard    much    from    her 

acquaintance  at  Pcterfburg  of  the  many  artifice* 

of  that  nature  pradifed  in  that  city,,  took  the 

refolution  to  ufe  the  utmoft  caution  in  all  her 

dealings^  in  order  to  refute  the  common  opinion, 

that  every  ftranger  muft  buy  his  wifdom.     Sc* 

veral  days  pafled  on  :  one  morning,  however,  ^ 

rafnofchtfchik  *   entered    her    apartment,    an4 

ofFcrcd  her  a  pound  of  tea,  the  laflb  remains  of 

what  he  had  to  fcll.     She  weighed  the  parcel^^ 

and  found  it  juft:  (he  made  a  tria;!;  the  tea  wa^ 

unadulterated,  and  well  flavoured :  ibe  fliook  i( 

all  out  into  a  badn ;  no  deceit  was  difcoverabk^« 

She  inquired  the  price,  and  offered  a  third  pari 

of  what  he  aflced  :  the  vender  was  naturally  not 

fatisHed  with  this  offer;    turned  his  tea  b^ck 

again  into  the  box,  wrapped  a  cloth  ajbouc  it, 

and  crammed  it  into  Kis  bofom.     At  length  the 

bargain  was  ftruck,   and  the  commodity  deli* 

veredi  however,  pruden^cc  does  no  harm;  die 

lady  opened  the  box,  and  law  the  tea  (he  had 

bought.     She  (hut  it  up,  to  the  great  joy  of  the 

*  Rafnofchtfchiks  are  vendere  of  fznall  articles  idbout  the 
ftreets. 

fcUcr, 
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(ellrr,  who  in  the  mean  time  had  afked  her^ 
fmiling,  why  fhe  was^fo  extremely  cautious,  and 
why  (he  had  fo  very  bad  an  opinion  of  his 
honefty.  The  money  was  paid  5  the  rafnofcht- 
fchik  went  his  way  ;  and  fomedays  after  the  box 
was  found  full  of  fand  and  grains,  excepting  the 
furface,  which  was  really  good  tea. 

Matters  of  this  kind  arc  frequent  in  all  great 
towns,  where  the  numerous  population  renders 
every  deteftion  more  difficult,  and  the  diftancc 
and  difference  between  the  circumftances  of 
fortune  roufe  the  paffions,  and  urge  the  human 
intcllcft  to  every  (pecies  of  induftry.  The 
height  of  civilization  and  refinement,  as  well  as 
the  extreme  of  immorality  and  corruption,  arc 
only  to  be  looked  for  in  towns  of  the  firft  mag- 
nitude. The  means  to  prevent  thefe  evils  arc 
not  in  the  hands  of  the  police  i  no  human  inven- 
tion can  hinder  an  cfFcft  where  the  caufe  is 
natural;  and  to  remove  this,  we  muft  follow 
the  plan  of  the  philofophers,  who  banifli  tlie 
human  race  into  forcfts  and  mountains,  where 
the  greatcft  integrity  rcfides  with  the  greatcft 
brutality. 

The  public  fecurity  is  not  only  brought  into 
jeopardy  by  human  attacks  of  fraud  and  violence : 
Nature  alfo  fcems  at  times  to  have  confpired 
againil  it.     The  refults  of  the  grand,   eternal, 

and 
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and  beneficent  laws,  by  which  (he  a<5ls  upon  the 
whole,  are  neverthelefs.  very  frequently  dcftruc- 
tive  to  the  parts  i  and  man,  by  an  inexplicable 
decree,  is  obliged  to  arm  himfclf,  as  againft  aa 
aflaffin,  even  againft  Nature,  from  whofc  hand 
he  receives  his  being,  his  fupport,  and  his  enjoy- 
ments. The  natural  and  accidental  violations  of 
public  fccurity  are  therefore  not  lefs  an  important 
objeA  of  police.  An  accurate  detail  of  all  the 
particular  inftitutions  to  this  end  would  He 
beyond  the  limits  of  this  book.  The  following 
inftance,  drawn  from  the  whole,  will  fuffice  as  a 
character iftic  of  this  department  of  the  police  of 
St.  Peterfburg. 

That  city,  from  its  fituatlon  at  the  mouth  of 
a  large  navigable  river,  is  very  often  expofcd 
to  inundations.  On  a  continuance  of  wefterly 
winds  the  water  rifes  to  the  height  of  ten  feet 
above  its  ordinary  level.  At  five  feet  it  over- 
flows only  the  weftern  parts  of  the  town,  in 
places  where  the  Neva  has  no  rampart;  but  on 
a  fwell  of  the  water  to  ten  fett,  only  the  caftern-' 
moft  parts  cfcapc  a  general  inundation.  In  the 
year  1777,  on  Sunday  the  loth  of  September,' 
at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  the  water  rofe  to 
the  height  of  ten  feet  feven  inches  above  its 
ufual  level ;  and  though  in  two  hours  afterwards 
it  bad  again  retired  within  its  banks*,  yet  this 

Ihort 
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i(Mr(  uittndatjion  produced  very  extraordinary 
€Sc&»^,  A  fhip  from  Lubeck  was  carried  into 
tkft  wood  on  Vaflili-oftroflF;  the  ducheis  of 
Kif%fton*3  fi^mous  yacbt,  whick  fli/e  bad;  qmcted 
a  km  (kys  boforcj  was  caft  upon  thii  bar>  and 
ffesLtkfj  damaged;  many  wooden  koulps  were 
iKiIbed  away  i  ^nd  Several  peFfonsi  had  loft  dieii; 
films  during  the  obfcurity  Qf  die  ni^t. 

Since  this  remarkable  iiHiKidai;ion  {Hropcr  mea-i 
Awes  of  piwieoce  and  cavtioa  h^vt  been*  adopted* 
V^M  feveral  years  the  height  of  the  water  had  been 
Qtgolarly  marked  at  the  caft]#«  Now>.at  all  rifing; 
tf  the  riverj  fignals  were  appointed  at  the  admi« 
falty>  as  a  warning  to  the  inhabitants.  When^ 
qver  it  rifesi  above  its  banks  at  the  mouth  of  the 
great  Neva^  notice  is  given  to  the  town  by  three 
'  difiinft  firings  of  a  cannon>  which  are  repeated  at 
iptcrvals^  as  the  danger  incceafes.  Within  the 
tDW9,;  in  tbi^^^  ca$r»  five  cannons  are  fired  from 
^  admiraity-b^tery,^  and  on  the  ft^eplc  of  ic 
1^  day  four  white  flags  are  difpiayedj  and  by 
njgh^  four  lanterns  arc  hung  out;  and  at  the 
iame  time  the  chqrch-bells  are  (lowly  colled*  la 
^aces  moft  expofed  to  the  inundation^  ve0cls  are 
IjKCpt  in  rcadincfs  for  faving  the  people.  Thcfe 
teguUtions,  the  increaiing  buildingSj  the  em- 
bankings  and  the  magnificent  ftone  quay  of  the 
Nova^.  and  the  extenfion  of  the  wacer-furface  by 

the 
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the  various  canals,  render  thefe  Wcltert  gales 
lefs  alarming  to  the  inhabitants  oif  St.  PeccriSHirg; 
fo  that  a  fwell  of  five  feet  tfbove  thfc  IcVd  a<^ 
excites  but  fittfc  or  even  ftoattfcfitlon, 

Alfo  the  danger  of  depredation  by  iires  fe  f)6 
longer  fo  great  as  formerly,  as  the  number  of 
wooden  houfes  vifibly  diminifbes ;  and  the  regti- 
lations  for  extinguifhing  ttie  fires  and  the  (kving 
of  property  are  better  and  more  complete.  Fcfr 
this  purpofe  the  police  keeps  in  its  pay  txn  firc- 
mafters  and  1622  men,  who  are  employed  folety 
to  this  objeA.  Calamities  of  this  nature  are  at 
prefent  but  feldom  heard  of;  and  when  ;^y 
happen,  it  is  commonly  in  the  OUt-lying  parts  Of 
the  town,  where  the  houfes  are  moftly  of  timber, 
and  very  old.  During  the  laft  fcven  years,  iti 
the  better  ftrcets,  never  more  than  one  h6iifc  is 
burnt  down,  and  even  this  is  generally  of  wood« 
The  people  of  the  police  are  become  fo  dexter«- 
pus,  that  at  one  of  the  laft  accidents  to  which 
the  author  of  this  account  was  a  witnefs,  a  fmall 
wooden  houie  that  ftood  contiguous  to  the  one 
on  fife,  was  fo  perfcdly  prefcrvcd,  that  it 
received  not  the  flighteft  damage.  At  the  impe- 
rial loan  bank,  is  an  infurande-office,  where  one 
and  a  half  per  cent,  is  paid  on  three  fourths  6i 
the  atinual  rate  at  which  the  houie  or  ikbrie  b 
ta^ed. 

Though 
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Though  quick  driving  along  the  ftrccts  is 
forbidden,  yet  from  various  caufcs  it  is  impofliblc 
entirely  to  prevent  it;  and,  for  the  following 
reafons,  it  is  no  where  attended  with  le(s  danger 
,than  at  St.  Petcrfburg.  All  the  ftrectsarc  broad 
and  fpacious :  their  running  in  ftraight  lines 
enables  the  driver  to  fee  a  long  way  before  him; 
in  many  of  the  ftreets  is  a  raifed  footway,  which 
fccures  the  pedcftrian  from  danger.  Bcfides, 
the  Rudians  are  excellent  coachmen ;  and,  as 
they  are  anfwerable  for  every  accident  occafioned 
by  their  negligence  or  want  of  (kill,  they  not 
only  call  out  to  the  foot-paflcngers,  while  at 
fome  diftance,  "but  even  turn  off  in  cafes  of  ne- 
ccffity*  The  manner  of  their  calling  too  is  almofl: 
always  appropriate :  for  example,  "  Old  gentle- 
man !  Good  mother !  Soldier !  Fifh-crier !" 
&c.  Not  only  here,  but  throughout  all  Ruflia> 
it  is  the  univerfal  cuftom,  in  driving,  to  keep  the 
right  fide  of  the  way ;  hence  the  perpetual  cry 
in  the  ftrccts:  "  Na  prava!'*  /.  e.  "  To  the 
right!"  Whoever  goes  contrary  to  this  cuftom, 
is  in  danger  of  being  chaftifed  on  the  fpot,  or  at 
leaft  of  receiving  a  volley  of  abufe. 

On  all  occafions  when  a  great  number  of 
people  or  equipages  are  collefted  together,  the 
police-officers  muft  be  prefcnt,  who,  by  the 
a0iftance  of  foldiers  or  kozaks  on  horfeback, 

keep 
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keep  fuch  good  order,  that  one  fcldom  or  never 
hears  of  an  accident.  At  the  theatres,  at  court, 
at  the  clubs,  efpccially  at  the  entertainments  given 
in  the  palaces,  and  at  promenades  on  certain 
feftivals,  there  are  frequently  feveral  thoufands  of 
carriages  and  an  immcnfc  multitude  of  people  on 
foot:  the  former  obfcrvc  cxadlly  certain  rules 
prefcrlbed,  and  the  latter  may  be  prefent  with- 
out the  Icafl:  danger,  even  from  the  tumultuoi» 
rabble.  He  muft  indeed  be  a  very  partial 
obferver,  who  does  not  take  notice  of  this 
extraordinary  vigilance  and  caution,  which  is 
always  admired  by  foreigners.  At  every  enter- 
tainment, every  public  dinner  in  the  town,  on 
every  occafion  where  the  number  of  carriages  is 
fomewhat  confidcrable,  the  police-officers  are 
immediately  there,  for  the  prefcrvation  of  order 
and  the  prevention  of  accidents.  On  the  bridges 
acrofs  the  Neva  fome  of  them  are  conftantly 
prefent,  as  there  the  throng  of  paffcngers  is 
uncommonly  great.  The  fame  care  is  taken 
concerning  dangerous  fcafFolds  at  buildings  and 
at  the  diverfions  of  the  populace.  The  ice- 
hills  and  other  national  fports  would  certainly 
coft  many  people  their  lives,  were  it  not  for 
thefe  good  regulations,  by  which,  however^ 
accidents  cannot  at  all  times  be  prevented  i  and 
therefore  the  government  is  gradually  endeavour- 

ing 
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ing  to  abolifli  them  by  limiting  the  period  of 
their  duration.  The  freezing  and  breaking- up 
of  the  ice  of  the  Neva  may  be  dangerous  to  the 

'J)ublic  fecurityj  therefore,  on  thefe  occafions 
too,  the  proper  cautionary  regulations  are  not 
forgotten.  As  foon  as  the  ice  begins  to  be 
{>otx>us  and  unfafe,  care  is  taken  to  break  it 
near  the  fhorcs,  to  prevent  paflcngers  from 
getting  upon  it;  and  notices  are  ftruck  upon 
pofts  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Befides  thefe  pre*- 
cautions,  the  foldicrs  of  the  police  arc  at  thefe 
times  continually  prcfcnt,  who  are  frequenriy 
obliged  to  reftrairi  by  force  the  fool-hardy  popu- 
lace from  venturing  their  lives  for  a  trifling 
Wager.  The  writer  of  this  account  was  himfelf 
an  eye-witncfs  of  fuch  aman,  at  the  mod  immi- 

.  hent  hazard  of  his  life,  walking  over  the  porous> 
deep-grey  coloured  ice  of  the  river,  which  is  as 
broad  as  the  Thames  at  London-bridge,  by 
means  of  a  couple  of  boards  which  he  took 
with  him,  laying  the  one  at  the  end  of  the  other 
alternately  as  he  paflcd  over  them,  often  fparing 
himfelf  this  trouble,  on  feeling  that  a  piece  of 
the  ice  would  juft  bear  his  weight  without  it. 
In  this  manner,  in  the  prcfence  of  hundreds  of 
Ipeftators,  he  was  got  near  the  oppofite  fhofe, 
when  a  police-officer  (landing  there,  feeing  him 
coming,  held  up  his  ftick,  threatening  to  give 

3  him 
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T^im  a  hearty  welcome  with  it  on  his  reaching  the 
l^nd.  The  apprchcnfion  of  this  flight  chaftifc^ 
ment  outweighed  the  fear  (cf  his  lifej  he 
forgot  the  precaution  he  had  before  obferved> 
his  boards  and  his  danger;  ran  back  as  fall: 
as  he  couldj  and  fafely  arrived  on  the  other, 
Ihore. 

The  making  up  and  the  fending  out  of  me- 
dicines from  the  (hops  of  the  apothecaries  by 
Carelefs  or  wicked  fervants  may  fo  eafily  give 
occaflon  to  dreadful  misfortunes  or  crimes^  that 
particular  prudential  regulations  are  thought 
neccflary  in  this  refpeft  here.  Every  recipS 
muft  not  only  be  figned  with  the  name  of  the 
phyfician  who  prcf<;ribes  it,  but  muft  alfo  men- 
tion the  patient  for  whom  it  is  prefcribcd,  with 
the  day  of  the  month  and  the  year.  To  the 
medicine  a  label  is  afiixedj  mentioning,  befldes 
this  date,  the  price  of  the  medicine,  and  the 
name  of  the  apothecary  and  his  (hop.  But  the 
beft  regulation  is,  that  each>  even  the  moft 
fimple  medicine  muft  be  fealed*  All  phyficians, 
furgeons,  and  midwives,  who  intend  to  pradlife 
in  the  ruffian  empire,  muft  undergo  an  examin- 
ation at  the  college  of  medicine,  which  then 
grants  them  a  licence  i  and  this  licence  muft  be 
publifhed  in  the  gazette. 

VOL.  II.  B  B  Her 


Her  majcfty's  care  for  the  public  {icotity 
extended  alfo  to  the  paOSmg  of  laws  lind  regu^ 
ladonsfor  the  prevention  of  dangerous  and  coo^ 
tagious  dtfea(e$>  to  the  infpedion  of  damaged 
provilioQs,  and  a  multitude  of  ordmances  of  like 
9atuf:e  i  but  mpft  of  them  (o  much,  refemble 
what  are  met  with  in  other  countries,  that  il 
would  be  needled  to  give  a  particular  account  of 
diem.  This  fubjcd  then  may  properjy  be 
concluded  by  noticing  one  of  the  moft  important 
and  interefting  of  all  the  regulations  that  belong 
to  the  general  fyftcm  of  police. 

The  reader  will  recolleft,  that  the  publican 
don  and  enforcement  of  the  decrees  of  the 
fovcreign,  according  to  the  bcfore-menrioncd 
Inftruftion,  is  one  of  the  primary  duties  of  the 
policc-ofEce.  For  the  exercife  of  it  the  follow- 
ihg  remarkable  form  was  prefcribcd  by  Catha- 
rine 1 1.  Whenever  a  law,  promulgated  by  the 
autocratic  authority,  and  fubfcribed  by  licr 
imperial  majefty's  own  hand,  or  an  ordinance 
from  the  places  conftituted  for  that  purpofc,  is 
fcnt  tQ  the  police-office,  it  muft  be  entered  in 
the  proper  books,  when,  whence,  and  how  it 
received  this  law.  If  it  be  fent  for  publication, 
then  the  crown- advocate  of  the  police-office 
is  to  be  called,  and   his  legal-  opinion  taken: 

if 
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if  there  appear  then  any  doubtful  pointy  it  muft 
be  reprcfchted  in  the  place  appointed;  but  if 
no  doubt  arife^  then  a  refolution  mud  be  made 
concerning  its  publication.  This  doncj  the 
kw  rtitift  firft  be  read  in  the  aflfembly  of  the 
members  of  the  police-office,  then  with  open 
6oon  at  the  prcfidcnt  of  the  quarter's  houfc, 
arid  at  the  quarter-ih(pe£tor*i$i  and  hereupon  the 
publication  is  performed. 

The  foregoing  fads  will  pfoba'bfy  ht  fuffi- 
cient  for  giyirig  fome  adequate  notion  of  the 
(late  of  the  police  in  the  rcfidence,  which,  for 
the  form  and  method,  is  the  fame  in  all  the 
towns^  throughout  the  empire;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  will  fcrve  to  flicw  the  fpirit  which 
a6hiated  the  inftitutions  for  which  the  empire  is 
indebted  to  Catharine  IL 
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C  H  A  P.    IX. 

Potemkin  becomes  favourite.  —  His  exile.  —  His 
recalL^^Manner  of  inji ailing  and  difmijjing 
favourites. — Journey  to Mofco. -^Pilgrimage. -^^ 
Potemkin  Jirives  to  induce  the  emprefs  to  marry 
him.^^MarJhd  Romantzoff  comes  to  Mofco.^^ 
P^egulations  and  ediHsfor  the  adminijiration  of 
the  empire.^^Tbe  Ruffians  enter  the  Krimea.^^ 
EleHion  of  khan  Sabim  Gueray.^^^Zavodoffsky 
becomes  favourite.^^Deatb  of  tbe  grand  duke's 
firft  conjort. — Second  journey  of  prince  Henry 
of  Pruffta  to  St.  Peterfhurg. — Journey  of  tbe 
grand  duke  to  Berlin.'— His  fecond  marriage.^— 
Zoritcb  obtains  tbe  place  of  favourite. — Tranf-- 
anions  of  tbe  years  1774,  i775>  ^77^* 

Gregory  ORLOFF  had  been  rcinftatcd 
in  the  place  of  favourite  only  from  motives 
of  policy.  Policy  may  feign  a  poffion,  but  cannot 
command  it.  Catharine  affe£ked  to  have  for  her 
former  lover  fcntiments  which  Ihe  no  longer  felt. 
She  was  lavifli  of  her  flatteries  and  kindnefTes, 
but  fhe  could  not  reftore  him  the  poflcflion  of 
her  heart.  The  prince  was  therefore  miftaken  in 
imagining  himfelf  to  be  the  fole  caufe  of  the  dif- 
miflion  of  Vaffiltfchikofi;  It  was  not  to  him  that 
this  facrifice  was  made* 

For 
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For  a  long  time  paft  the  emprcfs  had  remarked 
the  manly  comelineis  and  noble  airof  Potemkin* 
She  recoUefted  with  complacency,  that  on  the 
day  of  the  revolution  of  176a,  Potemkin  being 
as  yet  very  young,  had  feized  the  moment  when 
fhe  had  mounted  her  horfe  for  gallantly  riding  up 
to  her,  and  prefcnting  her  with  the  plume  from 
his  hat  *.  She  rcfolvcd  at  length  to  be  more 
particularly  acquainted  with  him ;  and  the  firft 
interview  (he  had  with  him  fecured  to  this  new 
lover  the  fuperiority  over  all  his  rivals,  Vaflilt- 
fchikoff  received  his  difmiffal ;  Orloff  was  re- 
taken into  favour  5  but  the  incorrigible  coarfe^ 
nefs  of  his  manners,  formerly  palliated  by  the 
warmth  of  his  attachment,  became  unfufFerable^ 
when  united  with  decayed  affeftion.  Potemkin 
alone  had  the  fecret  of  confoling  her  majefty 
under  the  uneafineffes  occafioned  by  the  war, 
the  apprehenfions  from  the  rebellion,  and  the 
mifunderftanding  which  prevailed  between  the 
old  favourite  and  the  minifter  Panin.  Potemkin 
grew- giddy  with  fuccefs;  his  pride  and  pre* 
fumption  kept  pace  with  his  prolperity;  and  he 
foon  received  a  check. 

♦  Whether  it  was  his  fultane,  the  upright  plume  in  hit 
hat,  or  his  cockade,  dragonne,  or  fword-knot,  is  imma- 
terial to  the  main  fad:  it  was,  however,  one  or  other  of 

(hem. 

9  B  3  Onf 
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One  day,  as  he  was  playing  at  billiards  with 
count  Alexius  Orloff^  he  was  fo  thoughtlefs  as 
to  boaft  of  the  favour  he  enjoyed;  and  even 
ventured  to  aflert^  that  it  entirely  depended  on 
him  to  remove  from  court  any  perfbns  for  whom 
he  might  conceive  a  diflike.  Alexius  OrlofF 
made  him  a  haughty  anfwer ;  a  quarrel  enfued  s 
and  Potemkin  received  a  blow,  which  occa- 
{ioned.  him  th^  lo6  of  an  eye.  This  was  not 
his  only  misfortune.  Gregory  Oxloffi  informed 
of  the  affair  by  his  brother,  ran  to  the  emprcfs, 
and  requefted  of  her  the  removal  of  Potemkin, 

,  Potemkin  repaired  to  Smolenfk  *,  his  native 
place,  where  he  remained  almoft  a  year  in  foU- 
tude,  fuffcring  much  from  his  eye  f,  and  f^om 
vexation  at  his  being  exiled  from  court,  Ow 
while  he  declared  it  his  refolution  to  turn  monks 
at  another  time  he  pretended  that  he  would 
become  the  greateft  man  in  all  RujQla,  In  fhortj 
all  at  once  he  wrote  to  the  emprefs,  bcfeeching 
her  to  think  of  him.  Her  majefty  immediately 
fent  him  letters  of  recall,  and  replaced  him  in 

*  Prince  Potcmkm  was  born  in  the  environs  of  Smolenfk, 
of  a  family  very  little  known.  ' 

f  It  has  been  faid  that  he  might  hav«  bee^  cur^  of  the 
injury  he  had  received  in  his  eye,  but  that,  inbi*  impatience, 
he  byrft  a  flight  tumour  that  had  fomoied  clofertq  the  ball, 
and  deprived  himfelf  of  the  fight  of  it. 

the 
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the  full  pofleflion  of  her  favour.  Prince  Orloff 
had  been  for  feveral  days  at  !iis  huntmg-feat ; 
and  this  abfcncc  gave  opportunity  for  inftalling 
Potemkin  at  the  palace  j  and  oh  the  return  of 
the  old  favourite,  his  complaints^  and  his  re- 
proaches were  no  impedimeilt  to  the  continuance 
of  the  new  one. 

The  poft  of  favourite  being  peculiar  to  Rufliat 
it  will  naturally  b(  expefted  diat  it  fhopld  here 
be  treated  of  fomewhat  more  at  large.  Ever 
fince  the  year  1730,  this  empire  has  been 
governed  by  women,  the  reign  of  Peter  IIL 
having  been  too  fhort  to  form  any  ftriking 
exception,  or  ^r  giving  the  Ruffians  a  notion 
of  any  other  government.  It  is  a  trite  remark, 
that  when  kings  reign  women  rule,  and  when 
women  reign  men  govern:  but  there  fccms 
fiothing  more  in  this  pretended  axiom  than  an 
antithefis  confecr^ted  by  cuftom,  and  repeated 
from  one  to  the  other,  like  many  more,  with- 
out rcflcAion  or  foundation.  Henry  IV,  Guf- 
tavus  III,  Catharine  II,  are  invincible  proofs 
that  both  men  and  womtti  are  capable  of  grand 
undertakings,  without  the  aid  of  the  other  fcx,, 
not  to  mention  more  examples  in  confirmation 
of  the  fiift.  For  a  ferics  of  feventy  years  the 
monarchs  of  Ruflia  have  always  had  favourites 
officially  :  it  is  no  wonder  then  that  the  cuflom, 
B  B  4  thus 
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thus  fandioned  for  (o  long  a  period^  and  fcrupu^ 
loufly  obferved  by  four  cmprcflcs,  (hould  be 
almoft  deemed  a  fundamental  law  of  the  empire^ 
and  an  appendage  to  imperial  grandeur;  for 
the  age  of  the  late  fovereign  latterly  gave  no 
room  to  think  that  (he  kept  her's  for  any  other 
purpoie  than  in  conformity  to  eftablifhed  ufage, 
and  as  a  property  to  the  magnificence  of  the 
court.  As  the  reign  of  that  princefs  was  of  a 
longer  duration  than  that  of  any  of  the  empreffes 
her  predeceflbrs^  it  is  highly  natural  that  the 
number  of  her  favourites  (hould  be  more  con(i-r 
derable ;  accordingly,  fome  of  them  are  ftill  in 
being,  and.  two  have  been  carried  off  by  death. 
Sovereigns  are  men  of  like  paflions  with  us, 
confequently  fubjeft  to  the  fame  caprices,  (laves 
to  the  fame  weakne(fes.  It  is  not  becaufe  of 
any  exemptions  they  poflfefs  from  the  common 
lot  of  our  nature,  that  the  fceptre  is  givfrn  them 
to  wield,  and  that  tiieir  brows  are  graced  with 
the  diadems  it  is  only  to  mark  them  as  the 
point  in  which  our  interefts  unite,  and  by  look^ 
ing  to  which  we  are  kept  in  order* 

It  is  neccflfary  then  to  (bcw  what  were  the  du- 
ties and  diftinSions  of  the  favourites  of  Catha- 
rine, When  her  majcfty  had  fixed  her  choice 
on  a  new  favourite,  (he  created  him  her  general 
^d- de-camp,  in  order  that  he  might  ac^ompsny 
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her  every  where  without  reproach  or  obfervadoo. 
Thenceforward  the  favourite  occupied  in  the 
palace  an  apartment  beneath  that  of  the  emprefs, 
to  which  it  communicated  by  a  private  ftaircafe« 
The  firft  day  of  his  indallation  he  received  a 
prefcnt  of  ioo>ooo  rubles^  and  every  month  he 
found  ia,ooo  on  his  drefling-uble.  The  mar- 
flial  of  the  court  was  commiflioned  to  provide 
him  a  table  of  24  covers^  and  to  defray  alt  the 
expences  of  his  houfehold.  The  favourite  at« 
tended  the  emprefs  on  all  parties  of  amufement; 
at  the  opera^  at  balls^  promenades^  excurfions  of 
pleafure>  and  the  like>  and  was  not  allowed  to 
leave  the  palace  without  exprefs  permiflion. 
He  was  given  to  underftand^  that  it  would  not 
be  taken  well  if  he  converled  familiarly  with 
other  women ;  and  if  he  went  to  dine  with  any 
of  hisfriends^  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe  was  ai« 
ways  abfedt. 

Whenever  the  emprefs  caft  her  eyes  on  one 
of  her  fubje£bs>  in  the  defign  of  raifing  him  to 
the  poll  of  favourice>  (he  caufed  him  to  be 
invited  to  dinner  by  fome  lady  of  her  confi* 
dence>  on  whom  (he  dropped  in  as  if  by  chance# 
There  (he  would  enter  into  difcourfe  with  the 
pew  comer^  with  a  view  to  difcover  whether  or 
liot  he  was  worthy  of  the  favour  (he  de(igned 
IP  grant  hirp*    When  the  judgment  (he  formed 

was 
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mis  iavourdblci  the  conBdante  was  informed  of 
it  by  a  figmficant  k)ok>  who  took  care  to  notify 
it  to  him  who  had  the  honour  to  pleafe.  The 
day  following  he  received  a  vi(it  from  one  of  the 
phyficiana  of  the  courts  who  came  to  inquire  into 
die  ftate  of  his  health ;  and  the  fame  evening  he 
accompanied  the  emprefs  at  the  hermitage,  and 
took  poflfenion  of  the  apartment  that  had  been 
prepared  for  him.  It  was  on  the  felcAion  of 
Potemkin  that  thefe  formalities  began;  and  lincc 
that  time  they  have  been  conft'antly  obferved. 

When  a  favourite  had  loft  the  power  of 
making  himfelf  agreeable^  there  was  aifo  a 
particular  manner  of  giving  him  his  difmiflion. 
He  received  orders  to  travels  and  from  that 
moment  he  was  debarred  all  accefs  to  her 
majefty.  But  he  was  fure  of  finding  at  the 
place  of  his  dcftination  recompences  worthy  of 
Jthe  munificent  Catharine. 

In  juftice  to  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia^  it  muft  be 
/  obferved,  that,  finoe  the  ceflation  of  the  fword 
in  Poland,  her  condudl  with  refpcft  to  that 
country  had  been  infinitely  more  juft,  moderate, 
and  temperate,  than  that  of  the  other  powers. 
Inftead  of  new  and  endlcfs  claims,  and  conti- 
nually harafling  and  pillaging  the  people,  (he 
had,  with  refped  to  herfelf,  been  governed  by 
the  late  treaties  5  and  to  others,  betfn  their  me- 
dia trix 
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diatrix  and  advocate ;  and  there  is  little  room  to 
doubt,  that  (he  was  even  the  means  of  prevent* 
ing  greater  violences  than  thofe  which  have  al- 
ready excited  the  furprife  of  mankind.  It  is  as 
litde  to  be  doubted,  that  the  prefcnt  partition  of 
Poland  was  far  beyond  the  original  intentions  of 
that  princcfs,  and  that  ihe  was  led,  by  various 
means  and  infendble  degrees,  into  thofe  fatal 
meafures  which  have  terminated  in  its  ruin. 

Some  time  after  the  conclufion  of  the  peace 
with  Turkey,  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia  remitted 
^50^000  rubles  to  the  king  of  Poland,  as  a 
compenfation  for  that  part  of  his  dom^s  which 
fell  into  her  hands.  This  was  the  firft  com- 
penfation that  had  been  heard  of  in  the  afiairs  of 
Poland,  and  will  probably  be  the  laft. 

Nothing  can  be  more  fully  defcriprivc  of  the 
condition  of  the  governed,  in  thofe  countries 
which  have  been  ceded  to  the  partitioning 
powers,  than  the  conduct  of  the  jews.  Thefc 
people,  who  for  many  ages  have  compo(ed  a 
very  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Poland,  were 
daily  retiring  in  numerous  bodies  from  thofe 
territories  which  were  pofTefled  by  the  Auflrians 
and  PrUfTians,  and  flying  for  refuge  and  protec- 
tion to  the  provinces  which  belong  to  Ruffia» 
Yet  the  ruffian  government  was  never  confideredj 
even  comparatively,  as  a  mild  one. 

CommifTaries 
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Commiflarics  were  appointed  by  the  delega- 
jpon  early  in  the  year,  to  fettle  the  limits  between 
the  territories  of  the  republic  and  thofc  of  the 
partitioning  pQwers,  in  fo  prccife  and  accurate 
a  manner,  as  would  for  the  future  prevent  all 
ground,  and  even  poflibility,  of  difpute  upon 
that  fubjeft.  Though  thefe  commiflarics  held 
frequent  meetings  with  thofe  who  were  ap- 
pointed for  the  fame  purpofe  by  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Berlin,  the  claims  of  the  latter 
were  fo  exorbitant,  that  they  as  continually 
broke  up  without  cfFeft  -,  and  the  affair  of  the 
limits  fcemcd  now  as  remote  from  any  profpcft 
of  adjuftment,  as  it  was  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
conferences. 

As  an  unlimited  toleration  in  religious  matters 
was  at  that  time  one  of  the  leading  principles 
of  the  court  of  Pcterfburg,  and  that  both  policy 
and  juftice  required  every  fccurity  and  fatisfac- 
tion,  in  that  refpedt,  (hould  be  granted  to  the 
new  fubjefls  in  Poland,  the  emprcfs  accordingly 
erefted  a  bifhopric  in  the  latin  ritual  at  Mohilef, 
to  whofe  ecclcfiaftical  jurifdidlion  all  the  roman 
catholics  in  her  vaft  dominions  were  to  be  fubjeft. 
The  fuffragan  bifliop  of  Vilna  was  the  firft  ap- 
pointed to  this  new  bifhopric,  and  ten  thoufand 
peafants  allotted  for  the  fupport  of  his  paftoral 
dignity- 

Tht 


I774*]  EMPRESS    CATHARINE    11.  3S1. 

The  republic  granted  the  king,  as  an  indem* 
nity  for  the  lofs  of  his  revenues,  an  annual  in- 
come of  five  millions  of  polilh  florins^  (amount* 
ing  to  near  300,000  L)  in  which  fum  is  included 
the  million  of  florins  deftincd  for  the  fupport  of 
his  guards.  She  alfo  engaged  to  pay  his  debts, 
amounting  to  feven  millions  of  florins ;  (he  be- 
ftowed  on  him,  in  hereditary  pofleflion,  four 
ftarofties,  (which  are  governments  of  caftles, 
with  the  diftrids  belonging  to  them,)  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  his  family  for  ever ;  and  befides 
ordered  a  rcimburfement  of  fuch  money  as  the 
king  had  advanced  for  the  ufe  of  the  (late.  It 
was  alfo  agreed,  that  the  fixed  revenues  of  the 
republic  fhould  be  enhanced  to  33  millions 
of  polifh  florins,  and  that  the  army  fhould  con* 
fifl:  of  30,000  efFcftive  men. 

It  fhould  here  be  remarked,  that  this  great 
revenue,  amounting  to  near  two  millions  fterling> 
mufl  have  been  rather  beyond  the  ability  of  Po^ 
land,  even  in  its  befl  times.  It  is  alfo  to  be  ob.-> 
ierved,  that  the  delegation  made  a  moft  ample 
provifion  for  the  king  by  this  arrangement,  the 
articles  of  which  are  fo  much  in  his  favour,  as  to 
leave  little  room  to  doubt  that  his  interefh  were 
particularly  fupported  by  the  pardtioning  powers^ 

The  interefl  which  the  king  of  PrufCa  took, 
upon  this  occafion,  in  the  diftreflTes  of  the  inha« 

bitants 
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bicants  of  Polandi  is  too  curious  a  circutnfiarice 
to  be  overlooked*  That  moharcbi  by  M.  Bcnoit^ 
his  minifter  at  Warfaw^  put  an  abfolute  negative 
upon  the  eftabliihment  of  an  army  of  30,000 
fnen>  as  a  cruel  and  intolerable  oppreflion,  and 
a  burden  which  it  was  not  proper  to  lay  upon 
the  people  in  their  prcfcnt  ftate.  The  more  we 
ftfleft  on  the  nature  of  his  own  governmcht>  the 
more  we  muft  admire  the  compaOion  and  bene- 
volence which  operated  in  this  inflance. 

1775,  Peace  being  eftablifhed  abroad,  and 
every  thing  quiet  at  home^  Catharine  emj^yed 
herfelf  in  cultivating  <he  arts  of  peace,  in  thd 
improvement  of  the  country,  ahd  in  opening 
the  mkids  of  her  fubjeds;  in  ail  which  ihd 
found  Potemkin  fo  ufcful  a  fecond,  that  he  foon 
acquired  an  afcendant  little  (hort  of  abfolute. 
To  him  all  perfons  looked  as  the  difpenfcr  of 
all  bounty,  and  the  fource  of  all  honours.  Con- 
Icious  of  the  vaft  influence  he  poffcfled,  and 
knowing  that  there  was  no  one  to  fupplant  him, 
he  grew  wanton  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  power, 
every  day  obtaining  feme  new  dignity  or  fomc 
acccfllon  of  revenue ;  yet,  when  he  was  refufcd 
any  thing  he  requefted,  he  would  fhew  himfclf 
follen,  and  fometimes  even  angry.  It  was  b/ 
fiich  fingular  methods  that  he  entered  into  the 
eouncil,  and  procured  himfclf  the  poft  of  vicc- 

prcfidcnt 
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prcfidcnt  at  war.  Count  Zachar  Chcrnicbeff  ♦ 
was  the  prcfidcnt  of  it.  Potemkin,  who  could 
not  endure  to  fee  any  one  above  him>  refolvcd 
to  ruin  him  in  the  mind  of  the  eroprefsj  and 
fucceeded  in  the  attempt.  Zachar  ChernicheflT 
delivered  in  his  refignationi  and  though  the 
favourite  was  totally  deRcienc  in  all  the  branched 
of  knowledge  neceffary  to  fill  the  important  ,^ 
office  of  mrnifter  at  war^  he  made  no  fcruple  at . 
taking  it  upon  him*  So  much  prefumptioa 
created  him  at  firft  a  great  number  of  enemiesc 
he  was  cenfured  for  undertaking  fuch  a  diverfity 
of  bufinefles^  and  finilhing  none ;  for  making 
promifes  of  promotion  kidifcriminately  to  CYtrj 
fiiitor^  while  he  did  nothing  for  any  body  i  aacl 
for  employing  himfclf  to  no  purpofe  but  lA 
aggrandidng  dill  more  his  enormous  power. 

The  emprcfs  had  fucceeded  m  reconciling 
Potcmkin  with  the  Orloffs,  and  was  exerting  all 
her  eflforts  to  preftrve  peace  between  theffn 
Though  for  prince  Gregory  OrloflF  flie  had  not 
now  the  fhnalfeft  remains  of  affcftion,  nor  pen- 
haps  of  gratitude,  fhe  kept  terms  with  him  fttlU 
As  for  him>  always  jealous,  not  of  the  pleafures, 
but  of  the  hoaou^s  of  Potemkin,  he  req^uefted 
permtflion  to  rcttire  from^the  courts  but  the 

*  The  fame  who,  m  I'jCZf  hadthecoxomaod  oCthe  anay 
l}iat  was  feat  into  Sflefia. 

5  emprcls 
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cmprefs  would  not  confent  to  itj  preferring 
rather  to  endure  his  behaviour^  than  permit  him 
to  carry  about  with  him  a  refentment^  whichj 
though  it  might  not  be  dangerous^  could  eafily 
be  rendered  alarming  by  circumftances.  Befides> 
ihe  had  (till  another  motive  for  his  retention. 
She  was  in  hopes  that  his  prefence  would  be 
£>me  check  on  the  petulance  and  audacity  of  his 
rival*.  After  having  longoppofed  Panin  to 
OrlofF>  (he  now  thought  of  oppofing  Orloff*  to 
Potemkin. 

Mortified  at  being  refufed  permiflTion  to  retire^ 
a  permiflion  which  had  been  formerly  granted 
him  againft  his  inclination^  Orloff*  had  a  long 
explanation  with  her  majefty.  He  recalled  to 
her  mind  the  obligations  which  (he  had  to  him : 
he  boafted  of  his  zeal  and  fidelity;  he  prefumcd 
to  fay  that  (he  had  nothing  to  reproach  him  with 
hut  the  being  lefs  young  than  his  rival.  Catharine 
hearkened  to  all  with  great  gentlenefs;  and, 
without  plainly  denying  the  wrongs  of  the  com- 
plainant, (he  afTured  him,  that  the  emprefs  was 

*  OncCy  on  being  fcnt  for  to  councHy  while  he  was 
engaged  in  a  party  at  cards,  he  refufed  to  go.  On  the 
meflenger  humbly  aiking  for  a  reafon  to  take  back  with 
him,  he  told  him  he  might  find  it  in  the  bible.  The  mef- 
fenger  inquired  where.  "  In  the  firft  pfalm,  and  in  the 
•*  firft  verfe; — Beat  us  vir  qtti  non  abut  in  confirto  hnptorum.** 

always 
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always  his  friend.  By  having  recourfe  to  this 
mode  of  perfuafion,  which  fat  fo  eafily  upon  her, 
ihe  determined  him  to  remain. 

Ic  was  not  long,  however>  before  Orloff 
experienced  a  frcfli  caufc  of  vexation.  Shortly 
after  the  execution  of  PugatfheflT^  the  cmpreis 
took  the  relblution  of  vifidng  Mofco ;  defigning 
at  once  to  enjoy  the  triumph  (he  had  gained  over 
a  rebels  and  to  complete  by  her  prefence  the 
deftru&ion  of  any  hopes  that  might  ftill  remain 
in  the  breafts  of  the  diiaffe£bed»  .Prince  Orloff 
exerted  himfelf  to  difliiade  her  from  this  joumef  ; 
while  Potemkin  was  employing  every  means  to 
confirm  her  in  her  purpofe.  As  the  ideas  of  the 
latter  were  in  unifbn  with  die  defiret  of  Catha* 
rine,  he  ealily  carried  his  point.  She  fet  out 
on  the  journey. 

It  was  not  unknown  to  her  majefty,  that,  on 
the  way  to  Molco,  (he  would  pafs  through 
provinces  where  the  popes  were  heki  in  extreme 
veneration,  and  kept  the  people  under  the  yoke 
of  the  mod  grofs  fuperftition.  She  had  the 
utmoft  contempt  for  the  childifh  bigotry  diey 
taught,  and  held  in  abhorrence  its  dangerous 
minifters:  but  fhe  remembered  that  flie  had 
employed  this  advantage  when  flie  had  formed 
the  defign  of  dethroning  her  hufband,  and  there- 

VOL.  II.  c  c  fore 
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fore  (he  did  not  difdain  to  employ  it  again  for 
regaining  the  alienated  minds  of  her  people^  and 
attracting  the  reverence  of  an  ignorant  multitude. 
To  this  end  (he  carried  with  her  a  great  number 
of  little  figures  of  faints,  which  (he  diftributed 
in  the  churches  and  chapels  on  the  road.  BeGdes 
the(e,  (he  defigned  for  the  cathedral  of  Mofco  a 
large  pifhire,  richly  decorated  with  gold  and 
diamonds ;  this  (he  had  caufed  to  be  placed  in 
a  carriage,  which>  during  the  whole  of  the 
journey,  and  when  (kei  made  her  entry  into 
'  Mofco,  followed  immediately  after  her  own. 

Six   hundred  men  from  each  regiment,  of 
guards  had  preceded  her  arrival  in  that  great 
metropolis,  and  put  themlelves  under  arms  to 
receive  her. 

Two  triumphal  arches  had  been  eredted*,  and 
preparations  were  made  for  a  fplendid  entertain- 
ment.. She  was  attended  by  a  briUiant  retinue  i 
the  crowd  of  fpedlators  was  immenfe  i  order  and 
magnificence  prevailed  on  every  fide.  Nothing 
was  wanting  but  acclamations  and  burfts  of  joy. 
Tfie  populace,  more  amazed  than  afTcfted,  ex- 
hibited not  the  leaft  fign  of  fatisfadion.  The 
cmprefs  had  caufed  proclamation  to  be  made 

'^  Thefe  two  tnumphal  arches  coft|  it  it  {did,  4O1OO0 

rubles. 

of 
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of  a  dtmlnution  of  impofts ;  but  the  hearts  ot 
the  people  fcemcd  as  little  moved  by  her 
bounties,  as  at  the  pomp  of  her  train. 

The  grand  duke  experienced  a  very  different 
Inception.  The  inftances  of  homage  that  wet^ 
ivithheld  from  his  mother  were  lavilhed  upon 
him.  it  is  pretended,  that  a  Courtier>  ftruck 
with  this  contrail,  and  wifhing  to  dive  into  the 
fentiments  of  the  heir  of  the  throne,  laid  to  him^ 
**  Your  imperial  highnefs  fees  how  much  you  are 
"  beloved.  Oh,  if  you  Would  !*.*..•"  The 
grand  dtdce  anfwered  not  a  wotdi  but  gave  the 
courtier  ^  a  look  of  reprimand,  which  (hewed 
that,  though  he  was  kept  out  of  a  throne  that 
belonged:  to  him>  he  neverthelefs  knew  how  to 
behavp  SMI  a  refpedtful  fon« 

Some  days  after  he  J:  arrival  at  Mofco>  the 
jcmprefs  performed  a  pilgrimage  to  a  convent 
lituate  at  the  diftance  of  forty  yerfts  from  the 
city,  waUdhg  on  foot  the  whole  way,  attended 
by  all  her  court.  Count  :Panin  alone  W^  not 
invited  to  this  aft  of  devotion.  On  this  occa- 
fion  he  faid,  in  revenge  for  this  n^ark  of  dif* 
favour  :-iM'^  The  emprefs  was  not  willing  that  1 
^^  ihould  accompany  her  on  her  ptlgrimage, 

♦  Count  Andrew  Raiumoffflcy^  one  of  the  fons  of  tic 
hetihan.'  The  other,  who  is  called  count  Orcgorj  fttzu- 
iDofflkyi  foAowft  »  fiudiottt^  Ufe.at  Lattfanne* 

c  c  a  "  becaulc 
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<<  becaufe  flic  thought  that  I  had  neither  dcvo- 
'\  tion  enough,  nor  enough  of  the  courtier." 

Panin  was  become  negligent  not  only  of  his 
duties  as  a  courtier,  but  alfo  of  his  funftions  as 
minifter.  Eafe  and  amufements  were  now  his 
principal  bufinefs.  He  rarely  read  the  difpatches 
of  the  ambaffadors,  and  far  more  rarely  deigned 
to  anfwer  them.  This  condufl:  put  arms  into 
the  hands  of  his  enemies,  but  was  particularly 
favourable  to  the  ambitious  Potemkin,  who 
was  ardently  longing  for  the  removal  of  Pahirr. 
On  fucceeding  prince  Orloff*  in  favour,  Potemkin 
had  prefumed  to  form  the  fame  defigns  with 
him  in  afpiring  to  obtain  the  hand  of  the  fbve- 
reign.  Btfthe  ftood  in  awe  of  couiit  Panin; 
his  franknefs,  his  perfualive  eloquence,  '^even 
his  arts  of  intrigue,  alarmed  him  i  for  notwith* 
(landing  his  indolence,  the  old  minifter  couki 
yet  handle  thofe  weapons. 

What  ftrange  metamorphofes  will  not  ambi-> 
tion  work!  The  mod  arrogant  maili  in  all 
RuflTia,  he  who  to  all  appearance  was  lead:  cal- 
culated for  putdng  himfelf  under  refttaint,  and 
who,  having  not  the  flightcft  tindure  of  religion, 
turned  allmodcs  of  faith  into  ridicule,  Potemkin 
put  on  all  at  once  the  exterior  of  a  piety  the 
moftauftcre.  At  the  beginning  of  Lent,  to  the 
furprifc  of  all,  he  bki  adieu  to  go<«i  chcffo  pf 

which 


I775«l  EMPRESS   CATHARINE  II.  389 

which  he  was  very  fond,  lived  upon  nothing  but 
rootSy  and  his  only  drink  was  water;  went 
regularly  every  day  to  confeffion,  and  wearied 
the  Taints  with  his  prayers.  He  had  taken  care 
to  make  choice  of  the  fame  corifeflbr  with  the 
cmprefs,  and  unbofomed  to  him  all  his  tranf- 
grctGons,  at  the  fame  time  praying  him  to 
inform  that  princefs,  that  his  alarmed  confcience 
would  no  longer  allow  him  to  indulge  in  an 
intercourfe  that  was  criminal  when  not  fanflioned 
by  marriage.  Whether  the  monk  had  been 
gained  over  or  not,  he  acquitted  himfclf  of  his 
commifTion.  Catharine  came  to  no  explanation 
with  him:  but,  eafily  gueffing  the  motive  of 
Fotemkin's  fcruples,  ihe  fent  for  him,  and 
talked  to  him  with  tendernefs,  but  with  dignity. 
She  told  him  that,  though  fhe  had  a  regard  for 
him,  fbe  was  miftrefs  enough  of  herfelf  to  get 
the  better  of  her  paflion ;  and  that  if  he  was 
refoivcd  no  longer  to  fill  the  poft  of  favourite, 
fhe  could  eafiiy  refolvc  to  put  another  in  his 
place. 

Fotemkin,  difappointed,  humiliated,  con- 
founded, could  not  fo  thoroughly  conceal  his 
vexation,  but  the  people  of  the  court  were 
able  to  perceive  it*  He  was  even  heard  to  fay, 
that  he  would  take  holy  orders,  and  caufe  himfclf 
to  be  confccrated  archbilhop.  But  the  emprefs 
c  c  3  returned 
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returned  to  Peterfburg.  Potemkin  followed 
her^  and  fbon  forgot  both  his  devotion  and  his 
refentnient  in  the  purfuits  of  ambition  and  the 
enjoyments  of  pleafure. 

But  the  intrigues  of  the  court  have  detained 
us  from  objedbs  more  worthy  of  our  atten- 
tion. It  ought  notj  however>  to  be  forgotten^ 
that  the  pleafurcs  of  Catharine  prevented  her 
jiot  from  applying  herfclf  to  the  cares  of  the 
government  of  her  empire. 

In  the  former  days  of  Catharine's  (lay  in 
Mofco^  (he  went  to  meet  marfiial  Romantzoff 
at  Kolomiiki  * :  (he  received  him  with  every 
pofllble  mark  of  fatisfa£bion  ;  and  nothing  could 
be  more  flattering  than  the  fplendid  preparations 
which  were  made  in  the  capical  for  the  mar(hars 
reception  there,  upon  his  return  from  that  war 
which  he  had  fo  glorioufly  conduftedj  and  (b 
happily  concluded.  The  emprefs,  on  this 
occafion,  (hewed  him  all  the  refpeft  that  was 
due  tfi  the  mod  illuftrious  fupporter  of  her 
throne.  It  had  been  her  intention  that  he  (hould 
enter  Mofco  on  the  fame  day  with  hericlfi  and 
that,  advancing  on  horfcback  between  the  tri« 
umphal  arches  that  had  been  raifcd  to  his  honour, 
he  (hould  join  her,  without  fctting  his  foot  to 

*  The  lift  of  July. 

the 
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the  ground :  and  every  thing  had  been  prepared 
for  his  making  a  triumphal  entry  in  all  the  mag* 
nificence  of  the  ancients.  This  honour,  how- 
ever,  the  general,  either  through  wifijom  or 
magnanimity,  declined.  But  that  circumftance 
did  not  ieffen  the  intended  fplendor  and  magni- 
ficence in  other  refpefts,  nor  the  public  honours 
paid  to  the  general.  lie  chofe  to  appear  before 
his  fovereign,  not  as  a  triumphant  hero,  but 
as  a  foldier  come  to  make  the  report  of  his 
viftories. 

The  next  day  the  emprefs,  accompanied  by 
the  grand  duke,  the  principal  officers  of  the 
empire,  and  all  her  courtiers,  proceeded  on 
foot  froin  the  antient  palace  of  the  tzars  to  the 
cathedral  of  Mofco,  in  order  to  be  prefent  at  a 
folemn  mafs,  and  the  Te  Deum  *  that  was  fung 
on  occafion  of  the  peace. 

At  the  condulion  of  this  ceremony,  the  pri^ 
vate  treafurer  of  the  emprefs  read,  with  a  loud 
voice,  the  lift  of  the  recompences  which  that 
monarch  was  pleafed  to  beftow  on  the  generals 

^  When,  or  how,  or  on  what  occafion,  the  fong  of 
St.  Ambrofe,  at  it  it  called,  wat  adopted  into  the  ruflian 
liturgy,  is  a  queftiqn  of  fome  curiofity,  fince  the  gr^k 
church,  from  whence  that  of  Ruffia  it  denominated,  knows 

oothing  of  it. 

c  c  4  '  who 
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who  had  diftinguilhed  themfelves  in  the  war 
againft  the  Turks. 

Marfhal  Romantzoff  received  an  eftate  in 
land  with  5000  peafants^  loa^ooo  rubles  in 
reiidy  money,  a  very  fine  fervice  of  plate>  a  hat 
encircled  with  a  laurel  branch  of  brilliant  jewel- 
lery^  and  valued  at  30,000  rubles^  the  ftar  of 
the  order  of  St«  George,  and  an  epaulette  of 
diamonds,  with  a  magnificent  truncheon  of 
field-marflial ;  and  a  diploma,  adding  to  his 
furname  that  of  Zadunaifki,  which  may  be 
tranflatcd,  the  Ultra-danubian.  To  count 
Alexius  Orloff,  60,000  rubles,  and  a  fword 
enriched  with  diamonds,  of  very  confiderablc 
value,  and  a  diploma  granting  to  him  the 
furname  of  Tfchefminfki,  fit>m  the  burning 
of  the  turkilh  fleet  in  the  bay  of  Tfchcfme. 
To  general  Paul  Fotemkin,  a  diploma  of 
count  of  the  ruflian  empire,  and  her  imperial 
majefty's  pifture  fer  with  diamonds  as  an  append- 
age to  his  drefs.  To  general  Panin  and  prince 
Dolgorouky,  60,000  rubles  each,  with  a  fword 
and  diamond  ftan  To  count  Soltikofl^,  the 
fecond  clafs  of  the  order  of  St.  George.  To 
count  Ivan  ChernichcfF,  the  order  of  St.  An- 
drew. Several  ribbons  of  St.  Alexander  Ncfsky 
were  conferred,  and  military  promotions  made. 

Admiral 
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Admiral  Greig  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
vice-admiralj  and  appointed  commandant  of 
Cronftadt;  and  the  next  day  the  grand  duke 
bellowed  1 1  ribbons  of  the  order  of  St.  Annc« 

Large  gold  medals^  ftruck  upon  the  occaflon^ 
were  likewife  diftributed  to  the  field-marfhals» 
generals  in  chief>  and  foreign  minifters;  and 
fome  of  a  fmaller  fize^  to  the  reft  of  the  nobility 
of  the  five  firft  clafies. 

Her  majefty  likewife  recalled  fome  noblemen 
from  their  baniihment  in  Siberia  i  two  of  whom 
Kad  refided  there  ever  fince  the  year  1746. 

Catharine  had  already,  on  the  quelling  of  the 
rebelliooi  ilTued  an  ukaufej  whereby  various 
taxes  were  aboli(hed,  fome  of  which  had  been 
laid  on  during  the  war»  and  others  were  of  old 
(landing. 

The  taxes  laid  on  during  the  late  war^  and 
which  were  now  abolifhed,  were  the  tax  of  80. 
kopeeks  over  and  above  that  of  i  ruble  20 
kopeeks  paid  per  head  by  merchants  and  handi* 
craftfmen }  the  tax  of  100  rubles  on  each  furnace 
or  iron  work  s  the  tax  of  five  rubles  on  each 
furnace  in  copper  foundcriess  the  tax  of  four 
kopeeks  on  every  pood  of  call  iron ;  the  tenths^ 
pf  founded  brafss  the  tenths  of  the  capitals 
employed  in  mines  of  every  kind  i  the  additional 
tax  of  one  ruble  fer  annum  on  every  weaver's 

loom 
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loom  employed  in  manu&ftoriesj  or  hy  private 
perfons  in  their  own  houfes  i  as  likewife'die  tax 
of  one  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  every  other  kind 
of  manu&ftured  goods.  A  general  liberty  was 
aUb  given  to  eftabliih  manufafkories  without  the 
ncccflity  of  previoufly  obttining  the  permiffion 
of  the  college*  The  million  and  half  of  rubles^ 
the  emprefs  advanced  for  ten  years  to  the  pro* 
vinces  which  had  lately  been  the  (eat  of  rebellion^ 
mt  the  rate  of  one  per  cent,  for  the  firft  three 
yean^  and  three  per  cent,  for  the  remaining 
feven^  was  to  be  diftributed  amongft  the  pro* 
prietors  of  pcafants,  in  the  proportion  of  40 
rubles  for  every  man  loft  by  them  in  the  late 
troubles. 

The  taxes  upon  the  eftatcs  of  the  livonian 
noblemen  were  taken  off. 

Amongft  the  taxes  of  old  ftanding,  which 
were  now  abolilhed^  were  the  tax  on  tanned 
leather  and  fkins;  that  on  wax^  on  tallow- 
melting,  on  foap-works^  on  oil-manufaAorieSj» 
on  private  falt-works^  and  that  on  malt  and 
hops. 

The  prohibition  was  taken  off  from  all  the 

towns  and  villages  in  the  empire,  of  ercding 

fmithies  and"  fmall  iron-works ;  and  they  were 

'  thenceforth  permitted  to  manu&fture  and  trade 

in  911  kinds  of  iron  whatfoevcr^ 

The 
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The  fame  edifb  contained  a  number  of  internal 
regulations,  together  M^ith  a£^s  of  grace  and 
pardon.  It  took  oflf  all  prohibitions  againfl: 
contracting  marriages  without  the  confent  of 
the  governors  of  towns  or  provinces,  and  all 
dues  hitherto  paid  to  obtain  their  permiflion. 

It  admitted  all  burghers,  who  (hould  declare 
upon  oath  that  they  were  polTefled  qf  a  capital 
of  50P  rubles,  into  the  clafs  of  merchants; 
whereby  they  were  exempted  from  thofc  ca&es 
to  which  they  were  fubjeded  by  their  former  con« 
dition :  but  in  lieu  of  thefe  they  were  to  pay  one 
per  cent,  upon  their  capital,  whatever  it  might 
be,  and  which  they  were  likewife  to  declare 
upon  oathj  and,  contrariwife,  thofe  who  had 
hitherto  come  under  the  denomination  of  mer« 
chants,  but  who  did  not  adually  poflefs  a  capital 
of  500  rubles,  were  returned  into  the  clafs  of 
burghers. 

All  peafants  enfranchifed  by  their  lords,  wercj 
at  their  reverfion,  to  choofc  whether  they 
would  enter  into  the  fervice  of  government,  or 
become  merchants  or  burghers,  that  they  might 
be  taxed,  or  exempted  from  taxes^  accord* 
ingly. 

A  general  pardon  was  granted  to  all  per(bni 
concerned  in  the  late  rebellion^  with  an  in* 
juqdlion  Sfi  bury  every  thing  relative  thereto 

in 
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10  oblivion ;  as  alfo  a  rdeafe  to  all  prifooers  who 
have  been  confii^edj  on  account  of  any  crimes 
whatever^  for  the  Q>ace  of  ten  years,  without 
having  had  judgment  pafled  upon  them  s  nor 
was  thenceforth  any  crime,  committed  fb  long 
ago  as  ten  years,  without  being  brought  to  lights 
to  be  examined  into :  and  this  was  declared 
CO  be  a  permanent  law  throughout  the  empire^ 
for  ever. 

All  nobles  fervii^  as  fubaltem  officers,  were 
to  be  fubjed  to  no  other  penalties  and  puni(h« 
ments  than  fuch  as  had  been  inflifted  on  their 
iuperior  officers ;  nor  were  the  corporal  punifli^ 
ihents  of  the  private  men  to  be  for  the  future  £> 
fevere,  nor  fb  ignommious,  as  they  had  hitherto 
been. 

The  fcnate  received  a  Ipecial  order  to  lower 
the  duty  on  the  fale  of  lands,  houfes,  &c.  from 
fix  to  four  per  cent. 

The  cmprefe  had  been,  for  ibme  years  paft, 
meditating  a  regulation  for  the  interior  govern* 
ment  of  her  country.  This  (he  caufed  to  be 
printed  at  Mofco :  at  the  fame  time  ilTuing  an 
order,  that  it  fliould  not  at  firft  be  executed 
except  in  the  governments  of  Smolenfk  and 
Tver,  as  the  people  of  thofe  two  provinces 
appeared  to  her  the  mod  intelligent,  the  moft 
docile,  and  confequently  the  moft  fit  for  con* 

tributing 
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tribudng  to  the  fucccfs  of  the  intended  trial  of 
the  new  Uwa*. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  volume  f,  we  fpoke 
in  general  terms  of  a  conftitution  for  the 
ruffian  empire^  which  ferioufly  occupied  her 
mind»  and  from  which  we  took  occafion  then 
to  lay  before  him  that  part  which  related  to  the 
police.  It  now  remains  for  us  to  give  a  more 
particular  account  of  that  conftitution  itfelC  in 
whichi  however^  we  fhall  obferve  as  much 
regard  to  brevity  as  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft 
will  allow. 

Catharine  began  by  dividing  her  extenfive 
empire  into  governments  or  viceroyalties.  Of 
thefe  (he  formed  43,  whereof  38  lie  in  Europe^ 
and  five. in  Afia.  The  remoteft  of  the  afiatic 
part  are  indeed  of  an  enormous  circuit  i  but  in 
the  reft  the.  difference  in  point  of  extent  is  not 

*  The  Br&  ukaufe  concerning  it  was  dated  in  November 
1775.  The  regulation  was  afterwards  fucceffively  intro* 
duced  and  eftablifhed  in  all  the  other  pi^vinccs  of  the 
empire,  during  the  years  1776—1783.  lliefe  regulations 
were  even  tianilated  into  the  tartarian  languages,  in  order^ 
in  dut  time,  to  their  introdudion  among  that  people*  • 

t  P.  334,  ^Ck  The  whole  of  this  conftitution  has  been 
annulled  by  the  prefcnt  emperor  Paul,  and  the  viceroTalties 
aboliihed.  .     -    « 

fo 
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S:>  very  confpicuous.  Many  of  (dicih'  were 
again  divided  bto  pmvinces ; .  bu;^  ^  into 
drdesi  of  irhich  each  govcrnoieqti .  according 
toi  its  dhnenfionst  had  dx,  ten»  or  moi^  v  Each 
-of  the  latter  was  to  confift  of  front;  joo^qoo  to 
460^000  perfoos  of  the  male  (tx,  confequend/ 
of  6oojOoO  or  ScOjOOO  peoples  and  eveiy 
circle  of  from  40^ck)0  to  60^000  inhabitants  1 
but  In  the  adhial  eftablUhment  of  it  afterwards 
this  was  not  obferved ;  diere  are  ibme  which 
comprlfe  In  them  a  greater  suidothen  a  fmaller 
number  of  perfons. 

The  viccroyalty  has  a  general  governor^  ^ 
governor^  and  a  gOTernment-adminifiradon  -,  in 
which,  bcfidc  thefe  two  pcrfonages>  two  counfel-^ 
lors  have  fcats^  Subordinate  to  there>  are  a  court 
ofjufticcj  a  finance  chamber,  a  fuperior  country* 
court,  a  viceroyalty  magiftrate,  &c.  The  circle 
has  alfo  its  court  of  judicature  i  likewife  a  ward 
or  guardian  office,  a  land-furveyor,  a  rcnt-mafterj 
a  phyfician,  a  furgeon  $  in  the  cities  are  magt« 
Urates,  in  the  towns,  common-councils  ^  in  both> 
oral-courts  of  judicature,  &c.  ♦  The  whole 
eftablifhment  was  erefted  on  the  moft  fplendid 
footing,  in  order  that  provifion  might  be  made 

♦  See  before,  p.  349,. 

9  both 
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both  for  whatever  was  neceflary  to  the  well« 
being  of  the  department^  and  what  had  a  tend* 
ency  to  the  improvement  and  to  the  embelU0i« 
ment  of  the  country ;  and  the  appearance  and 
retinue  of  the  governor  were,  in  the  judgment 
both  of  foreigners  and  natives,  fuitabie  to  the 
dignity  of  his  itation,  and  the  honour  of  the  ^* 
vernmcnt  over  which  he  prefidcd. 

Two  examples  of  the  annual  government^ 
expence,  .without  including  the  difburfements 
for  the  military  commands,  will  fuffice  to  ex- 
plain this  matter :  the  new  eftablifhment  de« 
mands  annually  for  the  viceroyalty  of  St.  Petcrf- 
burg,  confiding  of  ten  circles  and  the  city  of 
Cronftadt,  the  fum  of  143,^00  rublesr :  for  the 
viceroyalty  of  Tver,  which  has  thirteen  circles^ 
iao,953  rubles. 

Befidcs  the  advantages  arifing  from  an  uni* 
form  and  6xed  adminiftration  of  juftice,  her 
majedy  perhaps  thought,  and  in  this  opinion  fhe 
had  the  concurrence  of  many  well-meaning  per- 
fons,  that  by  means  of  thefe  inftitutions,  parti« 
cularly  in  the  interior  provinces,  by  tlic  example 
of  civil-officers  with  rich  falaries,  by  the  eredion 
of  a  public  theatre,  and  other  incitements  to 
emulation  in  drefs  and  appearance,  to  introduce 
a  greater  refinement  of  manners,  and  more 
attention  to  the  elegances  of  life  y  but  others 

have 
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have  fincc  thought  they  perceived  a  luxury 
heretofore  iinknown^  daily  gaining  ground^  to 
]die  detriment  of  the  morals  of  that  fiiigal 
people. 

The  principal  matter  in  this  new  divifion  of 
the  empire  wasj  the  complete  alteration  of  the 
old  internal  conHitution.  In  this  refpect  it  was 
the  greateft  and  moft  comprchehfive  reform 
that  RuITia  had  ever  feen  (even  not  excepting 
the  reformadons  of  Peter  the  great) ;  an  excel* 
knt  means  to  the  promotion  of  national  pro- 
Iperity,  and  a  noble  machine  in  the  hands  of 
an  attentive  government.  Every  city,  every 
town^  may  be  confidered  as  a  fmall  community, 
which  cities  iind  towns,  by  divifions  into  circles, 
arc  confoKdated  into  one  larger  community, 
from  whence  the  fcvcral  viccroyalties  grow.  In 
each  of  thefe  latter,  the  two  fovcrcign  pcr- 
'  fons  of  the  government,  (of  whom  the  fccond, 
the  governor,  is  properly  a  vice-gcncral-govcr- 
nor,)  with  all  their  power,  have  yet  only  to  do 
with  the  peculiar  affairs  of  the  government  of 
their  own  territory ;  the  courts  of  juftice  therein 
arc  enurely  independent  on  them,  and  their 
ultimate  refort  is  to  the  tribunal  of  appeals  be- 
longing to  the  viccroyalty.  The  regulation  of 
the  clalhing  concerns  of  the  fevcral  colleges  of 
juftice,  and  the  reft  of  the  inftitute,  very  litdc 

rclembling 
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rcfembliog  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  Europe^  is 
truly  admirable. 

All  is  fimple>  uniform^  and  for  the  mod  part 
novel.     It  is  not  without  foundation  that  philo- 
fophical  politicians  have  maintained,  that  fuch  a 
fimplification  was  favourable  to  de(potifm :  but 
in  an  empire  whofe  conftitution  was  already  aa 
unlimited  ruler,  it  was  in  the  higheft  degree 
proper ;  efpecially  on  account  of  its  fb  prodi« 
gious  a  compafsj   which  otherwife  would  be 
neither  eafily  fufceptible  of  infpedion,  nor  of 
being  vigoroufly  aftuated  throughout.    What- 
ever was  not  fuitable  to  this  fyftem,  was  either 
aboliflied  or  new-moulded  i  whatever,  in  par- 
ticular provinces,  militated  againft  the  new  form 
of  government,  was  removed.    The  countries 
bordering  on  the  Baltic,  formerly  conquered 
from  the  Swedes,  as  well  as  the  tribes  of  Tar« 
tars  on  the  cacarafts  of  the  Dniepr,  were  de- 
prived of  their    old   conftitutions,    though  ib 
folemnly  fecured  to  them  by  treaties  of  peace 
and  a£ts  of  fubmiffion.     The  firft  fhock  could 
noc  pafs  over  without  violent  commotions ;  but 
now  the  moft  extcnfive  empire  on  the  earth, 
with  all  its  territories  and  countries.  Was  phyfi- 
cally  and  geographically  cemented  together,  in 
regard  to  its  internal  policy,  truly  into  one  body 
politic. 

VOL.  II.  D  D  The 
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The  reform  of  the  lcnate>  at  the  commence^ 
ment  of  this  reign,  had,  in  a  manner,  prepared 
the  way  to  this  new  creation  ;  and  the  new  ad<- 
miniftration  of  law,  which  was  inu-oduced  in 
1 780,  flood  again  in  the  clofeft  [connexion  with 
that  conftitution  of  government.  In  all  the  pro* 
vinces,  the  forms  of  judicature  hitherto  in  ufc 
were  changed;  they  received  uniformly  courts 
of  juftice  in  regular  and  adequate  gradations,  in 
various  modes,  from  whence  the  lafl:  appeal  was 
to  the  dire&ing  fenate. 

Two  inftitutes  in  every  government- circle; 
deferve  particular  mention :  the  college  of  ge- 
neral provifion,  which  took  cognifance  of  all 
tfiairs  relative  to  fchools,  orphan -houfcs,  infir- 
maries, and  alms-houfes,  mad-houfes,  work- 
houfes,  arid  places  of  correftion ;  and  the  court 
of  confcience,  which  pronounced  according  to 
equity,  in  cafes  where  no  judicial  proof  was  to 
be  had  5  and  before  which  the  moft  infignificant 
pcrfon  in  the  empire  could  cite  the  general  go- 
vernor himfclf,  whenever  he  thought  he  had  a 
claim  upon  him. 

All  the  colleges  that  have  been  here  and  before 
mentioned,  had  their  peculiar  members,  and 
thefe  their  dated  rank ;  for  even  in  this  matter 
an  cxaft  gradation  prevailed,   which  certainly 

contri- 
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Contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  order  through*- 
out  the  whole  monarchy* 

Before  (he  promulgated  this  regulation^  the 
emprefs  repaired  to  the  fenate^  in  all  the  (late 
of  imperial  majefty,  where  (he-  caufed  it  to  be 
read  and  enregiftered  in  her  prefence.  She  had 
already  caufed  to  be  enregiftered  an  ukaufe^ 
-worthy  of  attaching  to  her  the  gratitude  of  a 
great  number  of  her  fubjcfts.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  diftant  provinces  had  been>  till  that  time^ 
obliged  to  travel  up  to  Pcter(burg  or  to  Mofco 
to  have  their  caufcs  tried.  Catharine  refolved 
to  fave  them  thefe  long  and  expcnfive  journies  1 
(he  therefore  declared  that  thenceforward  all 
fuits  (hould  be  adjudged  by  the  tribunals  of  the 
provinces  -,  referving^- however,  to  the  parties 
the  right  of  appealing  from  the  judgment  of 
thefe  tribunals  to  one.  or  the  other  fenate>  and 
even  to  the  council  of  the  emprefs,  but  al(b 
making  it  known  that,  if  the  former  judgment 
was  confirmed,  the  appellant  (hould  pay  a  fine. 

Another  ukaufe  difFufcd  joy  and  gladne(s 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Siberia;  The  rebel* 
lion  of  Pugatfhcff  had  long  put  a  (bop  to  their 
commerce,  and  the  fcarcity  of  money  ftiU 
greatly  impeded  its  operations.  By  applying  a 
remedy  to  this  latter  inconvenience,  the  emprefs 
D  D  a  caufed 
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caufed  the  ftrmer  to  be  forgotten.  A  bank  wa^ 
ellabli(hed  at  ToboUky  and  committed  to  the 
dire  of  Gotoftzoff,  who  had  already  given  proofii 
bf  his  {kill  in  At  diredion  of  the  bank  of  Pe- 
terfburg.  The  commerce  of  Siberia  prcfently 
jiiq;ained  its  former  activity. 

The  general  commerce  of  the  empire  attraded 
the  eipecial  attention  of  Catharincr  She  encoo- 
raged  it  to  the  utmoft  of  her  power;  juftly 
confidering  it  as  the  principal  fourcc  of  her 
greamefii. 

About  the  fame  dmcj  ten  veflfels  laden  with 
wine^  having  on  board  fome  chriAian  emigrants 
from  the  Morea,  appeared  at  the  Dardanelles^, 
to  pais  from  the  Archipelago  to  the  Euxine,  in: 
order  to  proceed  to  the  niffian  territories,  on  the 
borders  of  the  fea  of  Azoff*.  The  commandant 
of  the  Dardanelles  lent  an  officer  to  fearch  them; 
and,  upon  the  captain's  refuling  to  confent  to  i^. 
he  obliged  them  to  anchor  under  the  Torts,  and 
fbbmit  to  be  vifittd.  Colonel  Peterfen,  charge 
des  affaires  from  Ruflia,  being  informed  of  this 
violence^  demanded  immediate  facisfadlion,  as  a. 
violation  of  the  nth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  y  and  the  Porte  difpatched  a  firman,  by 
which  the  commandant  was  ordered  to  let  thofe 
veflclspafsfreely»> 
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No  material  change  toolc  place  in  the  cir* 
'Cumftanccs  of  Poland  fince  the  condufioa  of 
the  war  between  its  great  neighbours.      The 
•court  of  Peteriburg  directed  all  the  affairs  of  that 
.country  with  as  unbounded  a  fway^  as  it  regu- 
lates thofe  of  its  domeftic  provinces.     It  is  true 
that  the  nobility  there  were  XliH  as  turbulent^  and 
the  factions  as  violent  as  cv^eri  but,  fortunately 
for  thcmfclves  and  <he  people,  the  power  which 
overawed  and  contfoukd  them^  was  of  fo  fupc- 
rior  a  ftrength  and  magnitude,  as  effedtually  to 
reftrain  them  from  thofe  defperate  efforts  which 
had  of  late   fo  repeatedly  bcaped  ruin  upon 
themfclves  and  the  republic.     Under  die  order 
preferved  by  that  ftrong  grafp^  the  country  was 
iiow  beginning  to  recover  from  the  cffcfts  of 
thofe  dreadful  calamines  which  it  had  fo  long 
.endured;  and  ks  exreafive  plains  once  more  to 
fmile  under  the  liand  of  cultivation. 

The  moderation  afid  influence  of  the  court  of 
Petcrlburg,  had  alfo  produced  a  very  happy  cffc6t 
vpon  the  coddu«5t  of  the  other  great  partitioning 
powers :  they  both  having  defifted  from  fcvcral 
of  their  late  claims,  and  relaxed  greatly  from 
that  rigour  and  violeace  with  which  they  had 
treated  the  republic. 

The  diflldents  alfo  were  at  length  rem^m* 

fccrcd  by  the  court  of  Ruflia  i  and  their  privi- 

DD  3  Jcgcs 
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leges  were  now  afcertaincd  and  fccured.  They 
were  particularly  fccured  in  the  public  profcf- 
fion  and  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  were 
allowed  churches  and  fchools,  even  at  Warfawj 
but  were  reftrained  from  the  ufe  of  bells  in  the 
former.  Some  other  regulations  took  place  in 
their  favour ;  particularly  a  right  of  appeal,  in 
all  cafes  of  grievance,  to  a  tribunal,  in  which  a 
certain  number  of  their  own  communion  were  to 
be  admitted  as  affcffors.  They  were,  however, 
flill  debarred  from  fitting  in  the  fenate,  and  from 
occupying  any  offices  in  the  departments  of  ad* 
xniniftration/ 

It  was  with  a  view  to  excite  emulation,  and 
confer  £(  fort  of  dignity  on  fuch  of  her  fubjefts 
as  (hou)d  addift  themfelves  to  commerce,  that 
Catharine  publiflicd  the  edid*  mentioned  above, 
freeing  them  from  the  capitation  and  the  ob- 
ligation in  which  they  had  hitherto  been,  of 
drawing  lots  for  fupplying  recruits  to  the  army 
and  navy;  and  by  permitting,  at  the  fame  time, 
all  free  boors  to  enroll  themfelves  in  one  of  the 
mercantile   clafrcs|,    on   condition    of   paying 

annually 

*  It  18  called  in  RufTia  the  cdid^,  or  the  ukaufe  of  grace. 

f  The  ruffian  traders,  or  merchants,  are  divided  into 
thrpe  clafTcs.  The  firft  is  compofed  of  thofc  who  poffefa, 
or  are  rated  as  pofiefling,  a  capital  of  100,000 rubles:  the 

fccondi 
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annually  to  the  crown  one  per  cent,  on  the  capi- 
tal which  they  Ihould  employ  in  their  traffic. 

In  the  fame  dcfign  of  improving  and  extend- 
ing the  commerce  of  her  empire,  it  was,  that 
the  emprefs  renewed  her  treaty  with  England. 
She  was  alfo  the  declared  patronefs  of  indullry 
and  agriculture.  New  manufaftorics  were  every 
where  eftablifhed,  by  her  own  direction  and 
cncouragemenc :  flic  employed  workmen  to  re- 
build the  villages,  and  to  repair  the  devaftation 
which  the  rebellion  of  PugatflicfF  had  occafioned 
to  the  colonics  on  the  fliores  of  the  Volga.  But, 
unfortunately,  the  men  to  whom  the  emprefs 
committed  the  exercife  of  her  power,  but  rarely 
fulfilled  her  views.  Entrufted  with  authority  for 
the  purpofe  of  rendering  her  government  ami- 
able to  numerous  tribes  of  people,  they  feemed 
ftudioufly  to  bring  an  odium  upon  it. 

Great  pains  were  ufed,  and  no  expence  or 
encouragement  fpared,  to  induce  foreigners  to 
people  thofe  vafl;  deiarts  which  overfpread  a 
great  part  of  the  empire  s  and  which,  in  many 


fecond,  of  thofe  who  have  50,000  rubles ;  and  the  third,  of 
thofe  who  have  only  100  rubles.— They  pay  to  the  govcm- 
iHcnt  according  to  the  clafs  in  which  they  are  infcribed ;  and 
it  is  eafy  to  imagine  that  vanity  often  gets  the  better  of 
l^tjii  and  even  of  avarice. 

D  D  4  places, 
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places,  require  only  cultivation,  to  produce,  in 
the  greateft  abundance,  every  thing  neceflary  to 
the  fubfiftence  and  comfort  of  mankind.  Thefe 
means,  joined  with  the  inducement  of  an  un« 
bounded  toleration  |in  religious  matters,  had  fuc* 
ceedcd  fo  happily,  that  twelve  new  colonies, 
comprehending  upwards  of  6000  families,  were 
already  eftablifhed  on  the  borders  of  the  Volga. 
In  order  to  facilitate  the  commerce  and  commu^ 
nication  with  China,  and  to  prevent  the  great 
cxpences  attending  caravans,  no  lefs  endeavours 
were  ufed  to  form  a  cultivated  tradt  along  the 
courfc  of  the  road  through  thofc  wide  and  void 
regions  which  fcrparatc  the. two  empires.  Towns 
and  villages  were  founded  at  proper  diftances  for 
this  purpofe ;  and,  as  a  rampart  at  the  head  of  the 
line,  fevcral  colonies  of  polifh  farmers  had  been 
eftablifhed  during  the  war,  in  the  country  imme- 
diately adjoining  to  the  confines  of  China.  As 
thefe  poor  emigrants,  who  had  efcaped  the 
double  horrors  of  war  and  opprelfion  in  their 
own  country,  were  liberally  provided  with  flock 
and  all  neceffaries,  and  began  to  tafte  the  fweets 
of  fecurity  in  pcrfon  and  property;  the  new 
Icttlemcnts  flourifhed  accordingly,  until  the  ra- 
pacity of  the  governors,  encouraged  by  the 
fuppofed  impunity  which  their  diflance  from 
the  feat  of  government,  and  the  means  they 

pofrcfTcd 
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poifefled  of  fupprefling  information  and  com^ 
plaint  would  afford^  changed  the  pleafing  pro* 
Ipedt^  and  had  nearly  accomplifhed  their  ruin. 
Some  of  the  new  colonies  had  been  laid  wade  by 
the  depredations  of  the  rebeb,  and  all  together 
were  declining  by  the  mal-adminiftradon,  and 
the  rapacity  of  the  ruffian  agents.  The  loOjOoo 
colonifts,  which  Catharine  had  at  feveral  times 
brought  into  her  country  *>  and  the  greater  part 
of  whom  were  Germans,  were  reduced,  ten  years 
afterwards,  to  lefs  than  29^000  f,  difperfed  and 
languifhing  in  the  parts  about  SaratoflT,  Kief^  and 
Tzaritzin. 

While  Catharine  was  yet  at  Mofco^  (he 
learned  that  fome  officers  had  juft  been  follow- 
ing the  example  of  lieutenant  colonel  Kifchen* 
flcof  j;,  whofe  unworthy  conduct  has  been  already 
mentioned.  Their  vexations  forced  a  horde  of 
Bafhkirs  to  revolt.  Thefe  Tartars  not  only  re* 
fufed  to  pay  the  cuftomary  tribute,  but  they 
maflacred  the  ruffian  officers,  as  well  as  die 
popes,  that  were  fent  to  them  ;  and  placed  in  the 
portable  chapels  or  flirines  of  thefe  popes,  the 

♦  In  1764  and  1765. 

f  289293  perfons  of  both  fexes,  forming  7185  fanuUet. 

%  The  fame  whofe  covetoufnefs  and  rapacity  forced  fo 
many  thoofands  of  Kalmuks  to  abandon  Ruffia^  antf"  betake 
themfclves  to  the  mountains  of  Thibet* 

images 
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images  of  the  Dalai-lama,  preferring  their  old 
idolatry  to  a  religion  the  followers  whereof  were 
to  them  only  greedy  opprcflbrs.  The  empreft 
opened  a  treaty  with  them.  Officers  lefs  rapa- 
cious than  the  former  were  now  fent  to  them, 
and  the  whole  horde  returned  peaceably  under 
the  ruffian  authority. 

Her  majcfty,  at  the  follicitation  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  newly  acquired  provinces  of 
White- Ruffia,  to  have  their  taxes  put  upon  the 
lame  footing  on  which  they  were  before  it  came 
under  her  fceptre,  inftead  of  barely  granting  them 
their  requeft,  reduced  their  taxes  ftlll  lower,  by 
taking  off  one  half  of  what  they  were  thea 
rated  at* 

She  alfo  eftablifhed  a  number  of  other  regula- 
tions,  all  tending  to  the  fccurity,  advantage,  and 
happinefs  of  her  fubjcfts;  to  abolifli  pernicious 
diftinftions,  dcftroy  ruinous  monopolies,  reftrain 
the  cruelty  of  punilhment,  remove  oppreffive  or 
impolitic  reftridions  and  prohibitions,  and  to  re- 
ftore  mankind  to  a  more  equitable  degree  of 
equality,  in  thofe  different  ranks  which  they  fill 
in  focicty.  A  pardon  was  alfo  paflcd  to  thofe 
criminals,  who  had  already  undergone  a  long 
degree  of  fufFering  for  their  crimes;  and  an  or- 
dinance ifiucd  to  prevent  any  future  criminal 
profcGUtion  from  being  admitted,  unlcfs  it  was 

commenced 
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commenced  within  ten  years  after  the  date  of  the 
charge.  Equal  humanity  was  (hewn  with  refpcfl: 
to  imprilbned  debtors,  who  under  certain  limit* 
ations,  and  in  certain  circumftances,  were  re- 
leafed  from  confinement.  All  the  heirs  of  the 
debtors  to  the  crown  were  difcharged  from  their 
obligations. 

Moreover,  to  encourage  trade  in  the  EuxinCj 
lately  opened  to  her  by  the  treaty  with  the 
Porte,  where  it  would  not  meet  with  thofc  im- 
pediments which  nature  has  placed  in  the  Baltic^ 
where  the  climate  is  a  check  to  trade  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year,  and  the  dangerous 
coafts  of  the  Cattegatte  and  the  gulf  of  Finland 
caufe  numberlefs  fhipwrecks  during  the  re«- 
Qiainder ;  Catharine  allowed  the  ufe  of  fhipa 
freight-free  to  Gufetnikoff,  a  ruffian  merchant^ 
who  had  raifed  a  capital  for  that  undertaking ; 
and  alfo  promifed  to  make  good  all  his  loflfcSj 
leaving,  at  the  fame  time,  the  whole  profits 
which  might  accrue  from  fuch  trade  entirely  to 
himfclC 

In  the  mean  time  Ruffia  (till  continued  to 
move  in  that  fuperior  Iphere  of  condudt,  which 
had  for  fome  years  excited  the  admiration  of  the 
world.  Great  and  fplendid  adlions,  adorned  by^ 
a  noble  magniBcencCj  and  a  munificence  only 
iliifed  to  the  refources  of  fo  vaft  an  empire^ 

threw 
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threw  a  lulbe  all  around  which  dazzled  the  eyes 
of  the  beholders,  and  afforded  a  permanency  to 
the  government  of  Catharine  which  was  little 
to  have  been  expeded,  either  from  the  difpo- 
fidon  of  the  people,  the  uncertain  tenure  of 
arbitrary  power,  or  the  many  inaufpicious  cir- 
cumftances  which  attended  its  commencement. 
Individuals  felt  themiclves  partakers  in  the 
exalted  ftate  of  the  whole,  and  that  lenle  feemed 
to  influence  their-  conduft.'  A  captain  of  a 
ruffian  (hip,  forgetting  all  fober  maxims  of  pru- 
dence, with  a  noble  generofity,  at  the  hazard 
of  his  life  and  property,  and  encountering  what 
is  (lill  more  dreadftil  than  either,  the  danger  of 
flavcry,  boldly  went  and  cut  a  rich  chriftjan  prize 
out  of  a  fortified  piratical  harbour  in  Barbary, 
fcorning  all  benefit  to  himfetf  or  his  brave  crew, 
other  than  the  glory  of  the  aft,  with  the  pleafurc 
of  rcftoring  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  their  pro- 
perty  to  the  pillaged. 

The  attention  which  had  of  late,  more  than 
ever,  been  paid  to  the  increafe  and  improve- 
ment of  the  ruffian  naval  force,  fufficiendy  fpokc 
the  intentions  of  the  government,  even  if  other 
evidence  were  wanting,  to  advance  fpeedily  into 
the  firft  clafs  of  commercial  and  maritime  power. 
But,  of  all  the  vaft  projc6fc§  which  have  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  rulers  of  that  empire,  from 

Peter 


^775']        SMPRESS  catraKin^  rr.  413 

Peter  the  greats  downward^  none  equalled  m 
ntagnicude  that  which  not  only  occupied  the  con- 
lenipladon  of  Catharine^  but  was  already  m  fomc 
degree  undertaken  *•  This  was  no  lefs  than  the 
union  of  the  remote  and  inland  Cafpian  with  t!ie 
far-diftant  and  boundlefs  frozen  ocean*.  How- 
ever extraordinary  this  fcheme  may  appear^  and 
however  difficult  it  might  prove  in  the  execu- 
tion>  yet>  by  means  of  canals>  with  the  junftion 
of  feveral  navigable  rivers^  it  might  perhaps  be 
found  not  knpradtcable*  If  at  any  tiine  this 
plan  ihould  &icceedj  it  will  undoubtedly  exhibit 
the  greateft  monument  of  human  mduftry^  and 
the  mod  extraordinary  inland  navigadon,  that 
has  ever  been  known. 

While  Catharine  was  emjJoyed  in  calming 
the  rebellious  Tartars  of  the  eaftcrn  part  of  her 
dominions^  fhe  u(ed  her  efforts  to  induce  thofe 
of  the  Icffer  Tartary  to  fubmit  to  her  fove- 
reignty.     The  conquefts  of  prince  Dolgorouky 

*  At  leaft  lb  tl  was  faid  ta  be,,  ix^  the  german  gazettes  of 
%hetime  of  which  we  are  fpeaking  ;  in  which  we  alfo  find  the 
following :  The  emprefii  of  Ruifia,  befides  effedually  be^^ 
ginning  to  make  feireral  of  her  rivers  navigable,  and  jota 
them,  and  of  courfe  the  Ceas  bordering  her  vail  dominions, 
by  canals,  and  pufhing  hor  difcoveries  towards  Japan  and 
North  America  ;^  has  planted  feveral  villages  in  the  ix>ad  to 
China,  in  order  to  render  the  long  journey  there  left  dangep-^ 
aas»  dreary,  and  occomfortable* 

5  ^^ 
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had  difpoled  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Krimea  to  favour  the  Ruffians.  The 
new  khan  Doulet-Gucray  continued  devoted  to 
the  Ottomans :  a  part  of  his  people  refufed  to 
obey  him.  Peace  had  been  for  fome  time  con- 
cluded between  the  Turks  and  the  Ruffians; 
but  the  Tartars  continued  ftill  fighting*  The 
Ruffians  ftrewed  prefents  and  diflenfions  among 
them.  They  fecrctly  ftirred  them  up  to  rebel- 
lion i  and  fometimes  even  fupported  them  with 
arms  in  their  hands.  All  at  once  they  appeared 
in  the  Krimea  in  confiderable  force;  and  by 
pretending  to  attempt  co  take  Doulet-Gucray  by 
furprife,  they  took  care  to  give  him  an  opportu- 
nity to  efcapc.  Doulet-Gucray  did  not  let  it  flip  5 
but  this  khan  had  fcarcely  quitted  his  country, 
when  the  Ruffians  caufcd  Sahim-Gueray  to  be 
elefted  in  his  (lead. 

1776.  Soon  after  this,  the  Ruffians  con- 
ftrufted  a  fortrcfs  between  Kertfch  and  Yeni* 
kaly>  together  with  a  fpacious  town  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  chriftians  of  the  Krimea 
who  had  come  over  to  them  for  proteftion. 
The  Turks,  diflatisfied  with  the  revolution  of 
the  Krimea  and  the  ufurpations  of  the  Ruffians, 
threatened  to  have  rccourfe  to  arms.  The  im- 
prudent and  feeble  Sahim-Gueray^  by  the  ad- 
vice of  a  ruffian  agent  who  refided  with  him^ 

fenc 
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fcnt  to  Petcrfburg  a  deputation  of  fix  myrzas*. 
This  homage  was  fo  flattering  to  the  ambition 
of  Catharine,  that  it  could  not  but  be  well  re- 
ceived :  fhe  feemcd  to  behold  in  thefe  myrzas 
new  fubjcfls  come  to  take  their  oath  of  allegiance* 
She  treated  them  with  friendlinefs;  and  previous 
to  their  prefentation  for  audience,  they  were  ha- 
bited in  magnificent  caftans  f.  They  intreat^d 
her  to  vouchfafe  her  proteftion  to  their  khan : 
a  fatal  prote6lion  which  that  unhappy  prince 
afterwards  too  dearly  paid  for. 

Marlhal  RomantzofF  had  already  received 
orders  to  coUeft  an  army  on  the  banks  of  the 
Boryfthencs  J.  Every  thing  feemcd  to  indicate 
an  approaching  rupture  between  Ruflla  and  the 
Porte:  but  prince  Repnin,  being  fent  ambaf- 
fador  extraordinary  from  the  emprefs  to  Con* 
ftantinople,  fucceeded  in  calming,  for  fomc 
time,  the  refentment  of  the  divan.  This  was 
all  that  Catharine  wiQied  for.  She  only  defired 
to  gain  time  for  preparing  to  enter  the  lifts  with 
advantages  as  the  war  was  neceflary  to  her 
fchemes  of  invafion. 

Inceflantly  prc-occupicd  with  her  grand  dc* 
figns,    Catharine   feemed,   ncverthelcfs,  to  be 

♦  Tartarian  nobles. 

f  Thefe  caftans  cod  4000  rubles  eacli* 

I  The  Dnicftcr.  ^ 

thinking 
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thinkiAg  of  nothing  but  pleafures.  Her  erne 
was  fo  ably  diftributed,  that  (he  always  found 
enough  of  it  for  bufinefs  with  her  minifters,  for 
framing  new  laws^  for  writing,  with  her  own 
hand,  the  orders  fhe  fent  to  her  ambafladors 
and  to  her  generals,  for  keeping  up  a  regular 
correfpondence  with  men  of  letters  and  artifts, 
for  duly  giving  audience  to  her  fubjedts,  for  par* 
taking  in  all  the  amufements  of  her  court,  and 
for  gratifications  artfing  from  more  tender  con- 
nexions. Conftant  in  her  ambition,  (he  was 
fometimes  faithlefs  in  attachments,  and  the  poli- 
tics of  the  woman  were  not  entirely  abandoned 
for  thofe  of  the  monarch. 

She  had  not  long  been  returned  to  Pctcrfburg 
ere  Potemkin  ccafed  to  be  the  objcft  of  her 
fond  affedbion.     She  heaped  benedcs  upon  him 
in  fuch  profufion,  that  it  looked  as  if  fhe  had 
not  honours  and  dignities  enough  to  ofier  him  $ 
yet  her  heart  was  already  decided  in  favour  of 
another.     A  young  Ukrainian,   named  Zava* 
doffsky,  was  honoured  in  private  with  the  fmilcs 
of  the  emprcfs.     He  was  prcfently  appointed 
her  fecrctary;    and  Ihortly  after,  her  majefty 
openly  called  him  her  favourite.     This  change 
gave  occafion  to  a  fccne  that  fecmed  of  a  very 
extraordinary  nature  at  the  court  of  Catharine, 
Whanevcr  thatprinccfs  gave  an  order,  it  ap- 
peared 
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peared  tmpofliblc  that  it  (hould  not  be  executed : 
however  arduous  the  undertaking,  (he  would 
always  be  obeyed.  Now,  it  is  known,,  that  the 
difcarded  favourite  received  orders  to  travel, 
and  that  it  was  no  longer  allowable  for  him  to 
prefent  himfelf  before  the  cmprefs tilllhe  fliould 
deign  to  recall  him.  The  impetuous  OrloflF 
himfelf  had  fubmitted  to  that  cuftom.  But  Po- 
temkin  took  the  liberty  to  evade  it :  on  receiv- 
ing the  fatal  order  he  pretended  to  fet  out  j  and 
the  very  next  day  he  came,  in  the  utmoft  com- 
pofure,  and  placed  himfelf  facing  the  empreis 
jud  as  (he  was  fitting  down  to  her  party  at 
whift.  Without  evincing  the  lead  mark  of  dif- 
pleafure  at  the  prefumptuous  difobedience  of 
Potemkini  Catharine  advanced  a  card  to  him 
from  the  pack,  told  him  that  he  always  played 
luckily,  and  ipoke  no  more  o(  his  departure, 
Potemkin  prcfervcd  all  his  pofts,  his  honours^ 
his  influence,  and  from  the  lover  became  the 
friend  of  the  emprefs.  Zavadoffsky  had  the 
art  of  pleafing :  but  Potemkin  had  rendered 
himfelf  ufeful  s  and  his  genius,  more  analogous 
to  the  genius  of  Catharine  than  any  other  of  her 
favourites,  uninterruptedly  retained  the  afcendaot 
over  her. 

In  the  mean  time>  Orloff,  who  had  been  too 
fuddenly  informed  of  the  difgracc  of  Potemkin, 

VOL.  If.  £  s  haftcncd 
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haftcncd  to  Petcrfburg.  Here  he  found  his 
rival  ftill  in  the  enjoyment,  not  of  the  afFeftion, 
but  of  the  confidence  of  the  fovereign.  Prince 
OrlofF  thought  himfelf  able  to  refumc  that  con- 
fidence, while  a  youthful  lover,  and  a  ftranger 
to  politics,  poffcffed  the  heart  of  Catharine :  but 
he  was  foon  undeceived.  He  made  his  appear- 
ance at  court,  kiffcd  the  hand  of  the  emprefs, 
and  feeing  Potemkin  befide  her,  fet  out  immc- 
cUately  for  Mofco. 

The  courtiers  who  were  moil  habituated  to 
obferve  the  emprefs,  could  not  divine  which  was 
the  lover  whom  (he  preferred-  They  could  not 
imagine  that  Potemkin  would  furrendcr  his  in- 
tereft  in  the  afFeftions  of  that  princefs.  They 
negle&ed  to  confider,  that  love  is  filcnt  in  the 
prefence  of  ambition. 

Panin  feemed  more  than  ever  funk  in  his 
ufual  indolence,  which  now  began  to  border 
on  perfeft  apathy.  But  the  emprefs  left  him  in 
poffeflion  of  his  pofts ;  both  becaufe  his  long 
fervices  merited  that  indulgence,  and  becaufe  he 
made  one  of  a  very  powerful  party.  This  party 
was  defirous  of  feeing  Paul  Petrovitch  lay  claim 
to  a  throne  which  by  right  was  his;  but  the 
prudent  moderation  of  the  prince  and  his  re- 
verence for  his  mother  repulfed  all  ambitious 
$:hemes.     Catharine,  however,  who  fometimes 

forgot 
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forgot  what  her  fon  would  not,  for  thinking  on 
what  he  might  do,  was  not  entirely  free  from 
inquietudes.  She  was  miftfuftful  of  all  perfons 
whom  (he  thought  capable  of  inftilling  bold  ad- 
vice into  the  mind  of  that  prince ;  and  (he  was 
ftill  more  apprehcnfive  of  thofe  who  could  arm 
themfelves  in  his  behalf. 

Thefe  apprchenfions  had  not  efcaped  the  ob- 
fervation  of  the  king  of  Pruffia.  From  the 
diflance  of  Brandenburg  he  fpied  all  that  pafled 
in  the  foul  of  Catharine  j  and  dcxteroufly  applied 
it  to  his  advantage.  Knowing  that  he  alone 
could  cffeftually  fupport  the  grand  duke  in  aflert- 
ing  his  rights  ;  whenever  therefore  he  wanted  to 
lead  the  emprefs  to  his  purpofes,  he  never  failed 
to  teftify  great  concern  about  her  fon.  The 
fufpicions  of  Catharine  were  alaf med  j  and,  for 
prcferving  the  friendftiip  of  Frederic,  (he  eafily 
made  facrificcs,  whatever  they  might  coft. 

The  grand  duke  had  a  great  friendfhip  for 
count  Andrew  RazumofFsky.  He  engaged  him 
in  all  his  parties,  and  placed  the  greateft  confi- 
dence in  him.  The  emprefs,  who  knew  the 
bold  and  enterprifmg  fpirit  of  Razumoffsky,  was 
alarmed  at  this  intimacy,  and  rcfolved  to  break 
it ;  and  for  this  the  count  himfelf  foon  furnifhed 
her  with  an  opportunity.  Catharine  remarked 
£  £  2  fome 
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fome  figns  of  fccret  intelligence  paffing  between 
him  and  the  grand  duchefs  *,  and  made  no  fcru- 
ple  to  fuppofc  that  RazumofFsky  had  prefumcd 
to  form  fome  rafli  dcfigns  upon  the  princefs ;  of 
which  fhe  carefully  apprized  the  grand  duke- 
That  prince  could  not  prevail  upon  himfelf  to 
imagine  that  the  fufpicions  of  his  mother  had 
any  real  foundation ;  neverthelefs,  without  with- 
drawing his  kindnefs  from  count  RazumojfFsky, 
he  refolved  td  keep  an  eye  upon  him  -,  and  re- 
commended it  to  his  confort  to  be  cautious  and 
refervcd  in  her  behaviour.  Whether,  in  fa6l, 
the  grand  duchefs  had  already  fome  inclination 
for  RazumofFsky,  whether  thefe  very  furmifes 
and  fuggeftions,  and  the  reftraints  that  were  laid 
uponherin  confequcnce  of  them,  might  not  give 
birth  to  this  inclination,  (he  kept  up  a  fccret 
correfpondence  with  him.  She  went  farther,  it 
is  faid :  (he  formed  the  dcfign  of  revenging  her- 
felf  on  her  who  had  brought  her  virtue  into 
fufpicion  with- her  hufband-,  and  accordingly 
entered  into  political  intrigues,  which  could  not 
.  fail  of  difpleafing  the  emprefs.  Whether  thefe 
reports  were  true  or  falfe,  fhe  had  not  time  to 
put  them  in  execution.     She  died  in  childbed. 

*  The  grand  duke's  firft  confort. 

The 
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The  lofs  of  her  brought  on  Catharine  one  cri- 
minal imputation  more  *. 

As  foon  as  ic  was  known  that  the  grand 
duchefs  had  expired,  the  emprefs  fcemed  at 
once  to  be  overwhelmed  with  grief;  (he  retired 
to  Tzarfko-felo,  taking  the  grand  duke  with 
her.  The  event  had  really  thrown  that  prince 
into  the  deepcft  affliftion.  However,  after  his 
forrow  had  fomewhat  fubfided,  he  looked  over 
the  papers  of  his  deceafed  confort,  and  among 
them  found  letters  from  count  RazumojfFsky. 
Thefe  letters  he  immediately  carried  to  his  mo- 
ther i  calling  upon  her  for  vengeance  on  the  man 
who  had  thus  dared  to  difobey  her  commands^ 
The  emprefs,  not  willing  that  the  affair  fhould 
make  a  noife  in  the  town  j  and  at  the  fame  time 

♦  What  ferved  to  add  credibility  to  the  furmifes  was,  that 
the  midwife  who  attended  the  grand  duchefs  very  foon 
made  a  great  fortune.  She  h'ved  on  a  famih'ar  footing  with 
the  emprefs,  and  talked  with  prince  Potemkin  and  count 
Befborodko  in  the  ftyle  of  tkee  and  thou;  and  who  often 
went  to  dine  with  her.  Dr.  Ahnann  was  the  official  accou- 
cheur; but,  upon  being  a(ked  by  a  friend  afterwards  why  he 
was  not  prefentat  the  deliver}-,  he  replied:  "  Bccaufe,  on 
"  a  previous  vifit  to  her  imperial  highnefs,  the  emprefs  fai4 
**  to  me,  *  Sir,  if  any  thing  difaftrous  fhould  happen,  you 
**  will  anfwer  it  with  your  head.'  Upon  which,"  con- 
tinued the  dodor,  "  I  made  my  obeiflances,  retired,  and 
*'  have  never  been  at  court  nnce," 

E  E  3  wilhing 
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wifhing  to  fparc  the  fon  of  the  hctman  who  had 
formerly  been  fo  inftrumcntal  to  her,  yielded 
however  to  the  refentmcnt  of  the  grand  duke. 
But,  inftead  of  bani(hing  RazumofFsky  to  Siberia, 
Ihc  baniflied  him  to  Venice,  with  the  title  of  her 
envoy  extraordinary.  .  Razumoffsky  had  already 
been  fent  upon  diftinguifhed  embaflies  j  and,  al- 
though he  perceived  that  this  new  miffion  was 
only  intended  as  a  mark  of  difapprobation,  he 
made  no  hefitation  to  accept  it.  Having  ftaid 
there  fome  time,  Catharine  appointed  him  her 
minifter  at  Naples*:  at  which  place  he  was 
when  the  grand  duke  was  on  his  travels  in  Italy; 
and  it  was  noticed,  that,  on  pafling  through  Na- 
ples, the  prince  fent  to  count  Razumoffsky  f  to 
forbid  him  to  appear  in  his  prefence. 

A  few  days  antecedent  to  the  death  of  the 
grand  duchcfs,  prince  Henry  of  Pruffia  arrived 
at  St.  Peterfburg.  Frederic  being  informed 
that,  while  the  demarcations  of  Poland  were 
carrying  on,  the  commiffioners  of  the  co-par- 
titioning powers  could  neither  agree  among 
themfclves  nor  with  the  Poles,  had  requcftcd 
that  his  brother  might  go  and  confer  with  the 

♦  Count  Andrew  Razumoffsky  fetmed  formed  fpr  pleaf- 
ing  princeffes :  for  it  is  affcrted,  that  the  queen  of  Naples 
•raiktcU  him  extraordinary  favours^ 

f  Imhc  year  1781. 

cmprefs, 
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cmprefs,  in  order  to  terminate  the  differences 
attempted  to  be  r^fed  between  the  court  of 
Ruflia  and  that  of  Berlin.  Prince  Henry  was 
eager  to  comply  with  that  dcfire. 

The  fame  honours  were  paid  to  prince  Henry 
as  at  the  firft  time  of  his  coming  to  Ruflia.  He 
entered  the  rcfidence  at  a  late  hour.  It  was  on 
Eafter-eve.  The  emprcfs,  always  attentive  to 
flatter  the  fuperftitious  propenfity  of  the  multi- 
tude, paffcd  the  greater  part  of  the  iVight  in  the 
chapel,  with  all  her  court.  Prince  Henry  could 
not  fee  her  till  the  enfuing  day.  He  difcourfcd 
with  her  often  in  private  on  the  obftaclcs  that 
had  fprung  up  in  Poland ;  and  he  found  it  not 
difficult  to  remove  them.  It  was  in  one  of  thcfc 
converfations,  that  the  emprefs  having  ftarted 
fome  objections,  prince  Henry  fuddcnly  replied  ; 
— "  Madam,  I  fee  one  fure  method  of  obviating 
"  all  difficulty.  It  may  perhaps  be  difpleafing 
"  to  you  on  account  of  Poniatofsky :  but  you 
^*  will  nevcrthelcfs  do  well  to  give  it  your  ap- 
*^  probation;  fince  compcnfations  may  be  offered 
"  to  that  monarch,  of  greater  value  to  him, 
^'  than  the  throne  which  is  continually  tottering 
"  under  him. — The  remainder  of  Poland  muft 
««  be  partitioned." 

This  idea  pleafed  the  ambitious  Catharine; 
and  the  annihilation  of  Poland  was  decreed. 

£  s  4  The 
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The  grand  duchefs  having  unfortunately  died*, 
without  leaving  an  heir  to  inherit  the  empire, 
the  grand  affair  of  fucceffion  was  a  matter  of  too 
much  importance,  to  be  governed  or  limited  by 
thofe  forms  which  prevail  in  ordinary  cafes  of  a 
fimilar  nature*  Accordingly  the  obiequies  of 
Natalia  Alcxicvna  were  fcarccly  ended,  when  the 
emprefs  began  to  turn  her  thoughts  to  providing 
a  fccond  confort  for  her  fon.  She  told  prince 
Henry  that  (he  had  caft  her  eyes  on  the  princels 
of  Wirtemburg  Stutgard,  his  niece,  and  that  (he 
was  dcfirous  of  feeing  an  union  between  her  and 
the  grand  duke* 

'  The  prlncefs  of  Wirtemburg  was  already  be- 
trothed to  the  hereditary  prince  of  He(re-Darm* 
ftadt :  but  prince  Henry,  judging  that  the  empire 
of  Ruffia  muft  be  of  infinitely  more  value  to 
her  than  the  landgravate  of  HcflTc,  immediately 
fet  about  difcngaging  her  from  her  contradt. 
He  difpatched  a  courier  to  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
.  informing  him  of  the  intentions  of  the  emprefs, 
and  afking  his  afTent.  Frederic  made  no  hefi- 
tation.  The  union  propofed  by  his  brother  was 
too  favourable  to  the  fchcme  of  drawi-ng  clofer 
the  ties  that  fubfifted  between  Rufiia  and  Pruflia, 
to  allow  him  to  hcfitate  in  endeavouring  to  bring 
it  to  cffcft.     He  was  acquainted  with  the  paflion 

♦  Qn  thej6th  of  Apnl, 

with 
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with  which  the  princcfs  of  Wirtemburg  had  in- 
fpircd  the  prince  of  HefTe^-Darmftadt  j  but  when 
political  concerns  were  in  queftion,  what  was  love 
in  the  eyes  of  Frederic  ?  He  fpoke  himfclf  to 
the  young  prince,  and  profited  fo  ably  of  the 
afcendant  which  he  had  over  him,  that  the  lover 
conceived  it  a  matter  of  duty  and  reputation  to 
make  the  facrifice  of  his  palfion. 

Having  fccured  the  compliance  of  the  prince 
of  Heffe-Darmftadt,  Frederic  informed  prince 
Henry  of  it,  and  by  the  fame  conveyance  wrote 
to  him,  that  the  parents  of  the  princcfs  of  Wir- 
temburg would  by  no  means  oppofc  the  eleva- 
tion of  their  daughter.  In  thele  difpatches  he 
invited  the  grand  duke  to  pay  a  vifit  to  Berlin, 
as  he  was  dcfirous,  previous  to  the  coming  to 
any  conclufion,  that  the  prince  (hould  fee  the 
new  fpoufe  that  was  defigned  for  him.  He  was 
himfelf  extremely  happy  in  fcizing  this  occafion 
for  making  a  perfonal  acquaintance  with  the 
grand  duke. 

Catharine,  latisfied  with  thefe  arrangements, 
fct  about  making  confiderable  preparations,  in 
order  that  her  fon  might  accompany  prince 
Henry  on  his  return.  She  allotted  40,000 
rubles  for  the  journey  of  the  princefsof  Wirtem- 
burg. She  called  to  Petcrlburg  marlhal  Ro- 
inantzoff,  who  refided  in  his  government  of  the 

Ukraine^ 
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Uknuiie,  and  charged  him  to  attend  the  grand 
duke  to  Berlin.—"  It  is  only,"  faid  fbc,  «  to 
"  the  friendfhip  of  prince  H^nry,  and  to  the 
^  moft  iUuftrious  fupporter  of  my  throne,  that  I 
«  can  confent  to  truft  my  fon." 

It  was  towards  the  dofe  of  fummer,  when  the 
grand  duke  fet  out  the  firft  from  Tzarfko-fclo^i 
the  next  day  prince  Henry  took  leave  of  thie 
emprefs%  Whatever  were  her  majcfty's  fenti- 
ments,  Ihe  fecroed  much  aficfted  at  the  depar- 
ture of  both  the  one  and  the  other.  Scarcely 
had  the  travellers  joined  at  Riga,  before  they 
received  leveral  letters  from  her.  The  following 
is  that  which  flie  wrote  with  her  own  hand  to 
prince  Henry. 

"  I  take  die  liberty  of  tranfmitting  to  your 
•*  royal  highnefs,  the  four  letters  of  which  I 
"  Ipoke  to  you,  and  which  you  promifcd  to 
**  take  care  of.  The  firft  is  for  the  king  your 
**  brother,  and  the  others  for  the  princes  and 
•*  princcflcs  of  Wirtcmburg.  I  venture  to  pray 
**  you,  that  if  my  fon  fhould  beftow  his  heart 
*•  on  the  prince  Is  Sophia,  as  I  have  no  doubt 
**  but  he  will,  to  deliver  the  three  latter accord- 
**  ing   to  their  direclions,  and  to  fupport  the 

*  Marthal  Romantzoff,  count  Nicholas  SoltikoflF,  prince 
Tts>ur;ikiu,  uud  the  bo}*ur  Na^'^hkln^  accompanied  hun  on  his 

^*  contents 
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**  contents  of  them  with  that  perfuafive  do- 
"  quencc  with  which  God  has  endowed  you. 

*^  The  convincing  and  reiterated  proofs 
^*  which  you  have  given  mc  of  your  friendfliip, 
"  the  high  efteem  which  I  have  conceived  for 
^*  your  virtues,  and  the  extent  of  the  confi- 
^*  dence  which  you  have  taught  me  to  repofe 
"  in  you,  leave  me  no  doubt  on  the  fuccefs  of 
^'  a  bufincfs  which  I  have  fo  much  at  heart. 
'*  Was  it  poffible  for  me  to  place  it  ip  better 
^'  hands  ? 

"  Your  royal  highncfs  is  afluredly  an  unique 
^*  in  the  art  of  negotiation:  pardon  mc  that 
^«  cxpreflion  of  my  friendftiip.  But  I  think 
^'  there  has  never  been  an  example  of  an  affair 
"  of  this  nature  tranfafted  as  this  is.  Accord* 
"  ingly  it  is  the  production  of  the  moft  intimate 
**  friendftiip  and  confidence. 

"  That  princefs  will  be  the  pledge  of  it.  I ' 
"  (hall  not  be  able  to  fee  her  without  recoiled- 
^*  ing  in  what  manner  this  bufinefs  was  bc- 
*'  gun,  continued,  and  terminated,  between  the 
"  royal  houfe  of  Pruffia  and  that  of  Ruffia. 
"  May  it  perpetuate  the  connexions  which 
^*  unite  us ! 

"  I  conclude  by  very  tenderly  thanking  your 
**  royal  highnefs  for  all  the  cares  and  all  the 
*«  troubles  you  have  given  yourfclf  i  and  I  be^ 

^'  fccch 
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»  leech  yoa  to  be  afliircd  that  my  gratitude^  017 
"  firieodfliipy  my  eftecm,  and  die  high  confi- 
^  deration  which  I  have  for  you^  will  tcnnioate 
^  ocdy  with  my  life. 

"  Catharine. 
«  TzaHko4c]o,  Jane  11,  1776." 

After  having  made  a  halt  of  twenty-four  hours 
at  Riga,  and  ieen  the  manoeuvres  of  feveral 
regiments  encamped  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
town,  the  two  princes  proceeded  to  Mittau, 
where  they  were  received  by  the  duke  of  Cour- 
land*.  This  duke  was  the  fon  of  the  famous 
Biren,  who  had  juft  finifhed,  in  tranquillity,  his 
long  and  ft  or  my  courfc.  The  grand  duke 
received  at  Berlin  the  honours  due  to  the  heir 
of  the  imperial   throne  of  Rufliaf,      Prince 

Henry 

♦  The  duke  Charles. 

f  The  2 1  ft  of  July,  the  grand  duke  made  his  pubh'c 
entry  into  Berlin,  accompanied  by  prince  Henry  of  Pruflia  j 
in  the  following  order :  Firft  appeared  24  poftiUions,  found- 
ing their  horns,  commanded  by  fix  fccretaries  of  the  poft, 
all  in  complete  uniform ;  after  thefe  came  the  company  of 
butchers,  then  that  of  archers ;  after  them  a  confiderable 
body  of  merchants,  dillinguifhed  by  the  elegance  of  tlieir 
uniform  :  after  thtfe  companies  followed  three  fuperb  date 
poaches,  in  which  were,  lieutenant-general  Lentulus  von 
Buddenbrock ;  count  Verthem,  miniller  of  flate  j  major- 
gcncrals  Sobtck  and  Prittvitz,  with  fome  other  gentlemen, 

A  detach^ 
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Henry  prefented  him  to  the  king ;  who  came 
out  to  meet  them  at  the  entrance  of  his 
apartment.  The  grand  duke  accofted  him  by 
faying : 

"  Sir,  the  motives  which  bring  me  from  the 
*'  extremities  of  the  north  to  thcfe  happy  domi* 
"  nions,  are  the  defire  of  affuring  your  majefty  of 
"  the  fricndfliip  and  alliance  to  fubfift  henceforth 
"  for  ever  between  Ruffia  and  Pruffia  j  and  the 
"  cagernefs  to  fee  a  princefs  deftined  to  afcend 
"  the  throne  of  the  ruffian  empire;  who,  by 
"  my  receiving  her  at  your  hands,  I  dare  to 
«*  promife  you,  will  be  the  more  dear  to  myfelf 
"  and  to  the  nation  over  which  (he  is  to  reign ; 
"  and  chiefly  to  fee  that  boon  granted  me  for 

A  detachment  of  life-guards^  followed  by  a  running-foot- 
man ^  immediately  preceded  one  of  the  king's  coacheSf 
with  eight  horfes,  in  which  were  the  grand  duke  and  prince 
Henry.  This  was  one  of  the  moft  fuperb  carriages  ever 
feen ;  and  was  followed  by  three  others,  in  which  were, 
general  field-marfhal  count  RomantzofF  Zadunaiiky,  general 
count  SoltikofFy  and  the  chamberlain  and  gentlemen  of  his 
imperial  highnefs.  The  proceffion  was  clofed  by  100  men 
of  infantry,  being  the  guard  of  honour.  The  magiftracy 
of  the  city  received  the  princes  under  a  triumphal  arch, 
where  upwards  of  70  young  maidens,  dreffed  like  nymphs 
and  fliepherdeffes,  prefented  the  grand  duke  with  vcrfcs, 
and  a  garland  of  flowers.  The  cannon  fired,  and  the 
trumpets  and  other  mufic  founded  from  the  beginning  till 
the  grand  duke  entered  the  palace. 

5*  which 
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**  which  I  have  been  ardently  wifliing  fo  long : 
*<  the  fatisfaflion  of  contemplating  the  greateft 
*<  of  heroesj  the  admiration  of  our  age,  and  the 
•*  aftonifhment  of  pofterity." 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  king^.  who 
replied : — "  Inftead  of  which,  you  behold,  my 
«*  prince,  a  hoary-headed  valetudinarian,  who 
««  could  never  have  wiftied  for  a  fuperior  hap- 
«*  pinefs  than  that  of  welcoming  within  thefe 
•*  walls  the  hopeful  heir  of  a  mighty  empire, 
•«  the  only  fon  of  my  bcft  friend,  the  great  Ca- 
"  tharine*." 

The  pruflian  monarch  then  turned  towards 
marftial  RomantzofF,  and  added :  "  Welcome, 
««  conqueror  of  the  Ottomans !  I  find  a  great 
*'  refcmblance  between  you  and  my  general 
*'  Vintcrfeldtf." 

"  Sir,'*  returned  the  marfhal,  "  I  am  ambi- 
*'  tious  to  refcmble,  even  outwardly,  a  general 

*  Notwith {landing  this  language,  Frederic  had  written, 
and  caufed  to  be  circulated  in  Berlin,  an  anonymous  letter* 
in  which  he  fpoke  of  the  foibles  of  the  grande  Catharine 
with  fo  circumftantial  an  accuracy,  that  it  had  very  much 
the  air  of  a  fatire, 

f  General  Vinterfeldt  was  much  beloved  by  the  king 
of  Pruflia.  It  was  he  who  faved  the  army  which  the  here- 
^tary  prince,  father  of  the  late  king  Frederic  WUham  II, 
l^oxnmand^d  in  Lufatia,  when  he  quarrelled  with  his  brother. 

*^  who 
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"  who  has  fo  glorioufly  diftinguiflicd  himfelf  in 
**  your  majcfty's  fervicc."^ 

"  Oh,"  replied  the  king,  "  you  have  far 
"  greater  reafon  to  be  proud  of  the  viftories 
"  which  will  hand  down  your  fame  to  the  lateft 
*'  pofterity*." 

After  a  converfation,  which  lafted  about  half 
an  hour,  with  Frederic,  the  grand  duke  went 
to  the  queen,  in  whofe  apartments  many  per- 
fons  of  the  court  were  affembled.  Here  he 
faw  the  princefs  of  Wirtemburg.  Prince 
Heniy,  in  the  name  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia^ 
made  the  demand  of  the  princefs  in  marriage 
for  the  grand  duke  j  and  the  ceremony  of  the 
contraft  took  place  the  fame  day.  After  this 
there  was  an  extraordinary  court,  at  which 
were  prefent  all  the  foreign  minifters,  and  every 
perfon  of  diftinftion.  The  whole  company 
fupped  with  the  queen,  in  great  magnificence  5 
and  the  next  day  dined  with  her  majefty. 

*  Frederic  had  a  great  eftecm  for  the  brave  Romantzoffl 
The  compliments  he  addreiTed  to  him,  remind  us  of  what 
he  faid  fome  years  before  to  field-marfhal  Razumoffsky, 
formerly  favourite  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth.— Razumoff- 
sky  was  prefent  at  a  review  held  before  Frederic  at  Potfdam*  ' 
That  prince  aiked  him  how  he  liked  the  evolutions?— 
Razumoffsky,  fomewhat  embarraffedy  made  anfwcr :  "  Sir, 
«  I  am  only  a  civil  general." — "  Oh!"  replied  Frederic, 
**  we  know  nothing  of  that  here." 

I  Fcafls 
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Fcafts  and  entertainments  fuccecded  without 
interruption,  at  Charlottenburg,  at  Potfiiam, 
and  at  Sans-Souci.  But  that  which  muft  have 
moft  delighted  marfhal  RomantzofF,  was  the 
view  of  the  exercifcs  of  the  garrifon  of  Potf- 
dam.  Frederic  made  his  troops  perform  their 
manoeuvres  by  fquare  battalions,  in  imitation 
of  the  bloody  battle  of  Kayal,  where  the 
Ruffians  gained  a  complete  viftory  over  the 
Ottomans. 

Prince  Henry  then  accompanied  the  grand 
duke  to  Rheinfburg,  where  he  gave  him  a 
feftivity  that  laded ,  four  days,  and  in  which  he 
difplayed  no  Icfs  tafte  than  fumptuoufnefs  and 
magnificence*. 

On  the  3d  of  Auguft,  after  quitting  Rheinf- 
burg,  the  grand  duke  took  leave  of  the  royal 
family;  when  the  king  made  him  the  following 
prefcnts  :  a  deflerc  fervicc,  and  a  coffee  fcrvicc, 
with  ten  vafes  of  china,  of  the  manufafture  of 
Berlin;  a  ring  with  the  king's  portrait,  fur- 
mounted  with  a  diamond  valued  at  30,000 
crowns ;  a  fet  of  pruflian  horfcs  s  and  four  pieces 
of  rich  tapeftry. 

*  At  the  departure  of  prince  Henry,  the  emprefs  gave 
him  \€ry  magnificent  prcfents ;  as  well  as  to  all  the  perfoQs 
of  his  fuite.. 

Paul 
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Paul  Pctrovitch  returned  to  Peterfburg  5  and 
it  was  not  long  before  the  princefs  of  Wirtem- 
burg  was  there  likewife.  She  embraced  the 
greek  religion^  with  the  ufual  formalities*, 
adopting  the  name  of  Maria  Feodorovna,  and 
was  married  to  the  grand  dukef.  Twenty 
years  after  their  nuptials^  this  imperial  couple 
afcended  together  the  throne  of  Ruflla  j:. 

Catharinci  having  given  a  fecond  confort  to 
her  fon^  extended  the  boundaries  of  her  va(t 
empire,  and  extinguiihed  the  flames  of  rebel- 
lion in  the  remoter  provinces,  might  now  rea- 
fonably  be  expefted  to  repofc  in  the  tranquil 

*  The  ceremony  was  performed  hj  his  eminence  Gftbnel, 
metropoh'te  archbiihop  of  St.  Peterfburg  and  Novgorod. 

f    Of  this   iharriage   are   bom,  four  princes  and  Rvc 
princefies : 
^      X.  Alexander  Pavlovitch,  bom  December  12, 1777.  Mar- 
ried to  EHzaveta  Alexievna,  bom  January  13,  1779. 

2.  Conftantine  Pavlovitch,  bora  April  27,  1779.     Mar* 
ried  Anna  Feodorovna,  bom  September  i2»  1781. 

3.  Nikolai  Pavloritchy  bom  June  25,  1796. 

4.  Mikhaila  Pavloritchy  bora  January  8y  1798* 

5.  Alexandra  PatloTna,  bom  July  29,  1783. 

6.  Elena  Pavlovna,  bpm  December  13,  1784. 

7.  Maria  Pavlovna,  bom  February  4,  1786. 

8.  Ekatarina  Pavlovnay  bomMayiOy  17^8. 

9.  Anna  Pavloyna,  bom  January  7,  1795. 

%  On  the  death  of  Catharine  If.  which  happened  No- 
venber  17,  1796. 

vot.  H.  5  p  enjoyment 
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enjoyment  of  her  power.  But  rcpofc  was  not 
made  for  her  afpiring  foul;  fedate  and  quiet 
pleafures  could  never  fatisfy  her  rcftlefs  genius. 
She  was  ever  oh  the  purfuit  of  farther  glory, 
or,  perhaps,  as  fome  will  have  it,  of  that  cele- 
brity which  is  not  always  real  fame ;  and  there 
was  nothing  which  (he  would  not  have  (acri- 
ficed  to  that  ardent  dcfire.  When  her  armies 
had  ceafcd  to  gain  viftories  beyond  her  fron-^ 
tiers,  fame  muft  prepare  for  her  other  triumphs. 
All  Europe  refounded  with  the  brilliant  afts 
of  her  muoificence ;  with  the  encouragements 
Ihe  afforded  to  the  arts  and  fciences,  the  prizes 
which  fhe  afllgned  to  talents,  the  bounties 
which  fhe  Ihowercd  upon  foreigners,  and  the 
numerous  inftitutions  whidi  (he  created  for 
augmenting  the  induftry  and  the  riches  of  her 
people.  The  juft  encomiums  bellowed  on  her 
by  thofe  who  had  been  benefited  by  her  libt- 
rality,  were  re-echoed  in  the  gazettes  of  every 
nation. 

Since  the  regeneration  which  Peter  the  great 
began  with  his  people,  national  cultivation  had 
occafionally  been  a  matter  of  public  concern. 
1  o  that  great  prince  the  academical  gymnafium 
and  ^  the  marine  cadet  corps  owe  their  origin. 
Among  his  fucceflbrs  the  emprefles  Anne  and 
Elizabeth  diftinguilhed  thcmfcives  by  the  pro- 

fecution 
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iecution  of  thefe  important  plans.  During  the 
reign  of  the  former  were  laid  the  foundations  of 
the  greateft  feminary  of  education  in  the  ruffian 
empire^  the  land- cadet  corps;  and  Elizabeth 
gave  birth  to  the  academy  of  arts,  while  Ihe 
enlarged  the  inftitution  of  that  of  the  marine, 
which  had  been  founded  by  Peter. 

But  refplendent  as  thefe  beneficial  works 
appear  in  the  annals  of  the  age,  yet  are  they 
eclipfed  by  the  later  provifions>  if  we  purfue  the 
hiftory  of  ruffian  civilization  and  improvement 
through  the  times  of  Catharine  IL  This  mo- 
narchy immortal  in  the  chronicles  of  the  world 
by  numberjefs  adts  of  her  life,  but  peculiarly 
memorable  in  the  minds  of  philanthropies,  and 
philofophcrs,  by  legiflation  and  the  ereftion  of 
fchools,  completed  the  plan  of  her  great  prede^ 
ceflbr  for  the  illumination  and  improvement  of 
the  nation,  upon  fuch  principles  and  to  fuch  an 
extent,  as  he  himfclf,  with  his  prodigious  mind, 
could  never  have  imagined  poffible  in  a  period  fo 
near  to  his  own.  Guided  by  her  hand,  the  ma(s 
of  ufeful  knowledge  which  had  before  been 
confined  to  the  city  of  Pctcrlburg,  and  kept 
more  for  oftentation  than  for  public  benefit, 
was  diftributed  in  thoufands  of  fmaller  channels, 
diffufingitfclf  over  alLthc  country,  every  where 
'  *^  enriching 
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enriching  the  fbil>  and  rendering  it  fuibeptible 
of  a  higher  cultivation. 

The  public  inftitucions  for  national  improve^ 
ments,  now  fiourifhingj  owe  their  origin^  for  the 
greater  part^  but  all  of  them  without  exception 
their  enlargement  and  amelioration,  to  the  late 
emprefs  Ekatarina  Akxievna. 

The  following  lift  (hews  the  revenues  of  the 
public  places  of  education,  and  the  number  of 
pupils  boarded,  clothed,  and  taught  at  the  im« 
perial  expence. 


The  land-cadet -corps  has       700  pupils,  and  100,000  rabies. 

Sea-cadet  corps          —        600 

— 

120,000 

Artillery  cadet-corps             445 

— 

121,722 

Grecian  cadet-corps               200 

— 

^if6is 

Page  cadet-corps        —          6^ 

Medicine  and  furgcry  fchool     30 

Land  and  fea  hofpital  fchool    1 00 

— 

16,000 

Mine-cadet-cotps        —           70 

— 

15,000 

Clerical  feminary 

Gymnafium  of  the  academy     6^ 

^ 

Academy  of  arts        —         325 

— 

60,000 

Theatre  fchool 

Navigation  fchool         —         6§ 

Young  ladies  fchool               480 

-« 

180,000 

Popular  and  normal  fchools  3  200 

Education-houfe         —         300 

Orphan-houfe             —         100 

According  to  this  impcrfca  (brvcy,  therefore. 

in  the  thirty-one  places  of  education  here  named, 

about 
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about  6800  children  of  both  Texcs  in  the  refi* 
dence  arc  brought  up  at  the  cxpencc  of  govern- . 
ment.     The  fums  Jfet  down  amount  to  754)335 
rubles  per  annum. 

Having  thus  briefly  taken  notice  of  fomc  of 
the  inftances  of  that  beneficial  care  which  the 
tranquillity  of  her  empire  allowed  Catharine  to 
bellow  upon  its  welfare,  we  now  proceed  with 
what  was  going  forward  at  the  palace. 

Gregory  Orloff  being  returned  to  court  with- 
out having  received  a  recall,  feemed  infenfibly 
accuftomed  to  fee  Gregwy  Alexandritch  Potem- 
kin  occupying  the  firft  place  about  the  throne  of 
Catharine.  Potemkin,  proud  of  his  influence, 
and  more  jealous  of  retaining  the  abfolute  power 
he  had  acquired  than  the  love  of  the  emprefe,  left 
her  in  the  tranquil  indulgence  of  her  inclination 
for  Zavadoflfsky.  For  the  fpace  of  a  year  and  a 
half  this  latter  had  filled  the  place  of  fubaltern 
favourite ;  when  all  at  once  his  ambition  was 
roufed.  He  had  before  his  eyes  the  example  of 
Potemkin.  He  imagined,  that,  like  him,  he> 
might  pafs  from  the  embraces  of  the  emprefs 
into  the  poft  of  prijne  minifter.  But  in  order  to 
this,  he  mud  firft  turn  out  Potemkin.  He  fet 
about  it  with  the  utmoft  ardour  ^  and  began  by 
attempting  to  renjder  the  defpotifm  of  Potemkin 
odious  to  the  fovereign.  He  obtained  the  con- 
F  F  3  currencc 
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currcncc  of  difcontcntcd  officers,  envious  cour- 
tiers, and  artful  women.  Potemkin,  informed 
of  thefe  intrigues,  and  poflfefling  far  greater 
abilities  than  his  rival,  refolved  to  crufh  him  at 
once.  An  opportunity  for  which  was  almoft 
immediately  furnifhed  him  by  chance. 

A  young  Servian,  named  Zoritch,  an  officer 
in  a  regiment  of  huflars,  came  to  Peterfbufg  to 
look  out  for  promotion.  He  was  tall,  well- 
built,  and  adapted  to  attraA  the  notice  of  a  vo- 
luptuous woman.  Potemkin,  who  knew  the 
inconftancy  and  warmth  of  Catharine,  gave 
Zoritch  a  captain's  commiflion,  and  put  him 
in  the  way  of  that  princefs.  She  did  not  fail  to 
remark  him.  The  next  day  Zavado£fsky  was 
difmilled,     Zoritch  took  his  place. 

ZavadofFsky,  who  had  already  received  many 
marks  of  bounty  from  the  cmprefs,  had,  at  the 
inftant  of  his  departure,  a  gratification  of  90,000 
rubles,  the  addition  of  a  penfion  of  4000,  and  a 
confiderable  eftate  in  land. 

Zoritch  at  the  fame  time  received  a  landed 
property  of  the  value  of  i  ao,ooo  rubles,  toge- 
ther with  the  cuftomary  prcfcnts.      This  new 
lover,  without  education,    without  experience, 
COMld  give  no  umbrage  to  the  hiUghty  Potemkin. 
CMltntcd  with  adminidcring  in  obfcurity  to  the 
^l^ytet)  of  the  emprefs,  he  took  no  other  advan- 
tage. 
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tagc  of  her  favour,  than  what  arofe  from  fc- 
curing  the  influence  and  authority  of  the  man 
to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  it.  It  was  only 
with  Potemkin  that  Catharine  balanced  the  fates 
of  Europe. 


CHAP.     X. 


Relations  between  Ruffia  and  Denmark. — Conduct 
of  the  ruffian  minijlers  at  Copenhagen. — Succe/s 
and  misfortune  of  Struenfee.^^CbaraHer  of 
Bernftorff. — Ceffion  of  Schlefvig.— State  ofSwe^ 
den. — Revolution  of  1772. — Voyage  of  Guf-- 
tavusIIL  to  St.  PeterJhurg.'^Hoftile  difpojitions 
of  the  Turks. — Treaty  of  Conftantinople.'-'Fef^ 
tivities.^^DifaJlers. — Difmiffion  of  the  favourite 
Zoritch. — Isfucceeded  by  Rimfky  Korznkoff.^-^ 
TranfatJions  of  ij-jb  to  lyj^. 

Ever  fmcc  the  elevation  of  Catharine  II. 
to  the  throne  of  Ruffia,  the  court  of  Petersburg 
had  unremitccdly  kept  up  a  correfpondencc  with 
that  of  Copenhagen,  or  rather  had  never  ccafcd 
to  cxercifc  its  influence  over  it*  That  influence, 
the  work  of  Peter  the  greats  had  experienced 
y  F  4  fomc 

y 
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fomc  interruption  under  his  fucceflbrs*.  Ca- 
tharine II.  reftored  ic  to  its  full  force.  That 
princefs  had  not  inherited  the  animoGty  and  the 
projefts  of  Peter  III.  againft  Denmark ;  (he 
neither  fent  out  her  fleets  nor  her  armies  to 
attack  it:  but  ihe  well  underftood  the  art  of 
keeping  it  long  in  fufpcnfe,  between  the  hope  of 
obtaining  the  entire  celHon  of  Schlefvig,  and 
the  dread  of  being  deprived  of  that  important 
pofleflion. 

The  court  of  Copenhagen  was  attached  by 
ftill  another  intereft  to  Ruffia.  She  could  hot 
cherilh  the  expetSbation  of  being  able  pcrfeftly 
to  fecure  herfelf  againft  the  ambition  of  the 
kings  of  Pruffia  and  Sweden,  otherwifc  than  by 
the  alliance  of  Ruffia;  fhe  accordingly  made 
continual  cflforts  for  contradking  more  clofely  the 
ties  of  that  alliance.  Under  the  adminiftration 
of  the  cmprefs  Elizabeth,  it  had  often  had  re- 
courfe  to  prefcnts  for  purchafmg  the  good-will 
of  the  minifters  and  favourites  of  that  princefs, 
and  fometimes  even  to  grant  them  pcnfions  f  • 

*  For  example,  under  Catlianne  the  firft,  whofe  daughter 
was  married  to  the  heir  of  the  houfe  of  Holflein-Gottorp, 
between  which  and  the  houfe  of  Oldenburg  there  had  been 
differences  of  long  Handing. 

t  The  court  of  Denmark  made  confiderable  prefents  to 
the  Shouvaloffs,  to  the  Narifhkins,  and  to  feveral  other 
courtiers.  It  conferred  petiiions  on  the  ftate  cottufeOon 
VolkoffandOltzoufieff.  .   . 
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Could  (he  then  be  kfs  generous  towards  thofe  of 
Catharine,  or  were  they  thcmfelves  mofc  difircrfe 
than  the  former?  However  it  be,  as  foor>  ac^ 
that  monarch  thought  herfelf  fafely  Bxed  on  hc^ 
throne,  (he  refolvcd  to  govern  Denmark,  as  flio 
did  the  reft  of  the  north,  and  no  longer  took  any 
pains  to  keep  &ir  with  it. 

She  began,  by  making  an  ungrateful  retiirn  e6 
count  Ranzau  Alchberg,  who  was  miniftef  from 
Denmark  to  Peterfburg  in  1762.  Ranzau  hav-i 
ing  witnefled  the  preparations  made  by  Peter  IlL 
for  the  conqueft  of  Holftctn,  attached  himfelf  to 
Catharine's  party,  and  even  formed  aii  intiout^ 
connexion  with  prince  Orloff*.  The  emprefs 
made  ufe  of  him  in  the  endeavouf  to  throw 
an  odium  on  the  warlike  plans  of  her  hufbmd ; 
and  Orloff  let  him  into  the  (ccret  of  the  con- 
(piracy  that  was  carrying  on  againft  that  prince. 
Flattered  with  this  mark  of  confidence,  Ranzau 
gave  profitable  advice  to  Orlo£f,  apd  feconded 
him  with  all  his  might.  The  confpiracy  fuc- 
ceeded.  Ranzau  was  at  firft  well  received  by 
the  cmprefs;  but  coolne(sand  even  fcorn  prc- 
icntly  (ucceeded  to  thcfc  firft  movements  of 
fatisfadion,  and  Ranzau,  thoroughly  difTatisHed 
with  the  emprefs  and  the  favourite,  fct  out  on  his 
return  to  Denmark. 

Catharine,  who  doubtlefs  took  pleafure  in 
humiliating  the  court  of  Copenhagen,  made 

choice 
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choice  of  count  Saklem  for  her  envoy  extraordi* 
nary  to  Denmark.     Saldern,  born  in  Holftein, 
of  very  obfcure  parents,  had  at  firft  occupied 
an  inferior  poft  at  Tricau,  from  which  he  was 
turned  out  on  account  of  fomc   malverfation  j 
afterwards  he  came  to  feek  his  fortune  in  Ruflia« 
Of  a  bold  and  intriguing  difpofirion,  he  intro- 
duced himfelf  to  the  court,  and  met  with  fuccefs; 
and  when  the  empfefs  fent  him  to  Copenhagen^ 
he  behaved  there  with'^fuch  infolence  as  to  excite 
a  more  lively  rccoUedion  of  his  cxtraftion,  ancj 
the  difgrace  he  underwent  on  being  difmifled 
from  his  former  ftation.     He  dared  to  fpeak  to 
the  danifli  monarch  and  his  minifters  in  a  tone  of 
arrogance  that  was  (hocking  to  thofe  who  heard 
him.     He  wanted  to  be  informed  of  all  the 
af&irs  that  were  carrying  on,  and  pretended  to 
direft  in  a  dictatorial  manner  how  they  ihould 
determine  upon  them.     It  was  count  Saldern, 
who,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  council  and 
the  wifhes  of  the  people,  determined  the  king 
of  Denmark  to  travel  into  England  and  France, 
'  a  journey  which  was  attended  with  confcquenccs 
fo  fa^al  to  that  feeble  prince  and  his  imprudent 
confort ! 

Saldern  was  not  content  with  gaining  intelli- 
gence of  all  ftatc  affairs ;  he  intermeddled  with 
the  domeftic  concerns  of  the  monarch,  and  di- 
refted  the  mod  trivial  tranfadlions.     He  placed 

about 
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about  him  perfons  on  whofe  devotednefs  to  him 
he  could  at  all  times  depend,  and  removed  all 
who  fccmed  adverft  to  him.  In  a  word,  he 
exercifed  a  defpotifm  at  once  arrogant  and 
trifling  \ 

When  the  cmprefs  recalled  Saldern  from 
Copenhagen,  (he  fent  in  his  place  PhilofophoflF, 
a  man  not  lefs  haughty,  and  not  lefs  jealous  of 
maintaining  the  afcendant  of  his  court.  Philo- 
fophofF  foon  acquired  in  Denmark  the  fame  in- 
fliJCDce  as  his  predeceflTor,  This  was  indeed  no 
diffidlilt  matter  j  the  monarch  was  weak  and  his 
council  timid.  The  ruffian  minifter  had  only  to 
pronounce  the  name  of  Holftein,  in  order  to 
make  every  thing  fubfervient  to  his  will.  Wc 
will  here  adduce  one  inftance  of  the  inquifito- 
rial  authority  which  PhilofophoflF  arrogated  to 
himfelf. 

^  The  young  queen  Caroline  Matilda  had  as  grande- 
maitrcfle  of  her  houfe,  and  who  was  at  the  fame  time  her 
favourite^  madame  de  Plefs,  an  amiable  and  feniible  woman* 
This  lady,  incenfed  at  the  manner  in  which  Saldern  had 
fubjugated  the  king,  thought  it  her  duty  to  make  fome 
remonftrances  upon  the  matter  to  that  prince.  The  king 
^as  weak  enough  to  go  and  talk  of  it  to  Saldern ;  he  imme- 
diately demanded  the  removal  of  madame  de  Plefs ;  and,  in 
fpite  of  all  the  foUicitations  of  the  queen,  madame  de  Fle(t 
was  HifnoufFed. 

The 
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The  count  dc  Saint- Germain  ^  was  appointed 
ninifter  at  war  in  Denmark.  Being  intimately 
connected  with  count  Goertz,  a  german  officer 
of  very  diftinguifhed  merits  he  offered  him  a 
poft  in  the  danifli  army^  after  having  obtained 
the  confent  of  the  monarch  to  that  end.  Philo- 
ibphoflTwas  informed  of  it;  and^  whether  he  had 
any  particular  reafon  for  entertaining  an  averfion 
for  count  Gcertz,  whether  .he  was  not  willing 
that  an  officer  of  merit  fhould  enter  into  the 
iervice  of  Denmark^  he  immediately  wro^^o 
the  king;— ^'  I  juft  now  learn  that  your.^ve 
<<  offered  fervice  to  count  Goertz.  I  have 
<<  orders  fiom  my  court  to  break  off^  all  commu^ 
<<  nication  with  yours,  and  to  quit  Copenhagen,, 
^r  rather  than  permit  that  intriguing  and  dang^r- 
"  ous  man  to  remain  with  you.*^  Nothing  more 
was  ncceffary  for  preventing  count  Goertz  from 
reaping  any  benefit  from  the  offers  that  had  been 
made  him. 

Ncverthelefs,  the  influence  of  PhilofophofF 
was  diminiftiing  in  proportion  as  that  of  count 
Strucnfce  increafcd;  and  it  was  not  till  the 
moment  of  the  bloody  cataftrophc  of  the  latter, 
that  the  ruffian  minifter  refumed  his  authority. 

•  ♦  The  fame  who  had  left  France  to  go  and  fervc  in  Den- 
mtrV,  and  who  afterwards  returned  to  France,  where  he  was 
m^^  xDixiifter  at  war. 

Philofophoff^ 
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Philofbpfaoff'at  firfl:  made  fome  incHb^ttud  effbtts 
for  removing  Strucnfcc  from  the  court.  He 
had  a  twofold  motive  of  antipathy  towards  him. 
He  knew  that  Struenfce  was  in  oppofition  to  the 
ruffian  party ;  and  he  could  not  forget  that  he 
had  caufed  him  to  lofe  the  favours  of  one  of  the 
handfomeft  women  of  Copenhagen.  Befides^ 
Philofopho^  was  the  ftay  of  the  old  count  Bern- 
ftorflP*,  devoted  to  Ruffia^  and  removed  from 
the  miniftry  by  Struenfee. 

We  (hall  not  here  attempt  to  follow  the  laby- 
rinth of  thefe  intrigues.  Every  body  knows  the 
lot  that  befel  Struenfee ;  who,  from  phyficianj 
became  the  admirer  of  the  young  queen* Caroline 
Matilda,  and  prime  minifter ;  and  whofe  pride 
and  imprudencies  created  him  enemies,  who 
foon  brought  him  to  the  fcafFold  f.     It  is  well 

known 

*  Uncle  of  the  prefent  minifter. — Phflofophoff,  who  had 
occafion  to  go  and  take  the  waters  of  Pyrmont,  would  not 
fet  out  without  having  obtained  from  the  king  of  Denmark 
the  promife  not  to  make  any  change  in  the  miniftry  of 
foreign  affairs  during  his  abfence.  He  took  his  departure. 
Bemftorff  was  immediately  difplaced,  and  Ranzau  Afch- 
berg  put  in  his  place  ;  Ranzau  Afchberg,  whom  the  con- 
dud  of  Catharine  had  rendered  the  irreconcileable  enemy  of 
RuCSa. 

f  Frederic  11.  £ud»  on  being  informed  of  the  rCTolution 
of  Denmark :  **  Stmexiiiee  is  a  bkxJdiead.     A  man  ought 

<*  never 
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known  that  the  queen  herfelf  was  imprilbned, 
detruded  from  the  throne^  and  exiled  to  Zell, 
where  (he  died  of  the  excels  of  her  grief  ♦• 
The  ruHian  minlfter  beheld  with  fatisfaftion  the 
fuccefs  of  the  confpiracy  plotted  againft  Stru- 
cniee  and  the  young  queen ;  and  he  reaped  the 
fruits  of  it.  The  queen  dowager,  Julia  Maria  f, 
iriio  had  brought  about  the  revolution,  held  in 
her  hands  the  reins  of  government.  That 
princeft  was  far  from  being  fo  devoted  to  Ruflia, 
as  the  unhappy  king  in  whofe  name  (he  governed. 

•♦  never  to  form  fuch  connedtons  with  queens,  unlefs  they 
<*  reign  in  their  own  right,  and  when  he  is  gencraUffimo  of 
•*  their  troops." 

♦  She  died  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1776.  She  had 
made  herfelf  much  beloved  by  the  people  of  Zell,  by  em» 
ploying  ill  acts  of  beneficence  the  greater  part  of  the  mode- 
rate peiilion  allowed  her  by  the  court  of  Denmark.  The 
day  on  which  the*ncws  of  the  death  of  that  princefs  arrived 
at  Copenhagen,  there  was  to  have  been  a  ball  at  court. 
Endeavours  were  ufed  to  keep  it  a  fecret,  that  Caroline 
Matilda  was  no  more ;  but  the  tidings  were  foon  fpread 
abroad ;  however,  that  circumilance  did  not  prevent  the  ball 
from  going*  forward- 

f  Sifter  of  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick  and  the 
unhappy  duke  Anthony  Ulric,  who,  as  we  have  already 
fcen,  was  kept  in  prifon  at  Kolmogory,  near  ArchangeL 
The  ruffian  prince  Peter,  brother  to  prince  Ivan,  murdered 

m  1764,  died  on  the  13th  of  January  1798,  at  Horfcns  in 

Yntbnds  where  he  had  refided  fince  1780. 

But 
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But  ftie  had  too  much  fcnfc  not  to  perceive  the 
necellity  of  keeping  upon  good  terms  with  Ca- 
tharine and  her  artful  minifter. 

Ranzau  was  difmiiTcd.  His  reftlefs  fpirit 
diilurbed  the  queen,  whom  he  had  fo  {kithfuUy 
icryed.  Bur,  though  (tit  refolved  to  Kmove 
him,  becaufe  (he  was  afraid  of  him,  (he  pretended 
€0  adopt  this  meafure  only  out  of  regard  to 
RuflTia. 

The  old  count  BernftorCP  had  been  dead  fome 
time.  PhilofophoflF  was  de(irous  that  the  nephew 
of  that  minifter  (hould  611  the  place  that  had  been 
taken  from  him.  He  dioughthim  worthy  of  it, 
no  doubt,  from  his  attachment  to  Ruflia ;  the 
Danes  had  reafon  to  think  that  he  was  the  more 
fo,  from  the  ability  he  difplayed  in  labouring  for 
the  good  of  his  country. 

BemftorfT  was  of  an  advantageous  (lature,  and 
had  a  noble  figure.  He  had  di(lingui(hed  him- 
felf  from  his  youth  by  his  politenefs,  his  mo- 
defty,  his  cultivated  underftanding,  and  the  moft 
perfuafive  eloquence.  In  proportion  as  he  ad- 
vanced in  age,  his  excellent  qualities  grew  into 
a  fettled  habit,  and  gained  him  the  general 
efteem  of  all  his  countrymen.  Living  at  the 
court,  and  addi^ing  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of 
politics,  he  was  neither  lefs  fimple  in  his  man- 
ners, nor  lefs  frank  in   his  difcourfe.    As  a 

ftatcfmanr 
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fiatelman^  he  fhewed  great  abtlicies ;  as  a  mi- 
nlfter,  he  faithfully  kept  his  word.  Diligent 
and  inde&tigable  in  bufinefs,  be  bad  a  ready 
cx>nception>  and  a  happy  manner  of  expreffing 
his  ideas*.  An  enemy  to  flattery,  indifferent 
to  pleafure,  evincing  an  uncommon  prefence  of 
mind  and  a  temper  always  equal,  he  never 
fufFcred  himfclf  to  be  diverted  from  his  purpole. 
He  was  never  inflated  by  profperity,  nor  dejefted 
by  misfortune.  If  his  labours  wefe  crowned 
with  fucccfs,  he  knew  that  he  would  (hortly 
have  frelh  obftacles  to  furmountj  if  he  failed, 
he  perceived  all  the  refources  that  Fortune  had 
ftill  to  ofl'er  him.  His  only  defcft,  perhaps,  was 
rather  too  much  attachment  to  his  opinions, 
which  he  always  defended  with  warmth.  But 
this  very  defc£t  was  of  fervice  to  fticw  that 
Bernftorfi^  was  honefl:,  and  would  never  deceive. 
Sprung  from  a  family  of  the  elcftoratc  of  Han- 

*  Very  eafy  of  acccfs,  communicative  and  affable,  he 
frequently  gave  audience :  and  there  was  fcarcely  a  private 
individual  in  tolerable  circumftances  in  all  Denmark  whom 
he  did  not  know,  and  to  whom  he  was  not  perfonally 
known.  Neither  was  there  ever  in  any  country  a  man  more 
generally  beloved  and  eileemed.  It  ia  well  known,  that  the 
affranchifement  of  the  danifh  peafants  was  owing  to  him,  as 
well  as  the  abolition  of  the  negro-trade.  A  column  i* 
credled  near  Copenhagen,  to  tcflify  to  poftcrity  the  grati- 
tude of  the  pea{ant6. 

over^ 
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ivcr>  Bernftorff  had  a  ftrong  prcdileftion  for 
be  bricifh  nation.  He  was  alfo  well  acquainted 
rith  what  was  due  to  the  court  of  Ruflia.  Not- 
Jrithftanding  this,  he  was  not  kfs  equitable 
towards  other  powers ;  and  fought  with  not  Icfs 
zeal  the  advantages  of  Denmark,  to  which  he 
confecratcd  all  the  hours  of  his  life*. 

No  iboner  had  he  entered  into  the  miniftry, 
but  Bernftorff,  faithful  to  the  maxims  of  his 
uncle,  bent  all  his  efforts  to  obtain  from  RuITia 
the  cc'flion  of  that  part  f  of  Holftein  to  which 
it  had  all  along  kept  up  its  pretenfions.  He 
was  riot  ignorant  how  much  the  corruption  of 
the  rufiian  minifters  was  interefled  in  holding 
Denmark  in  a  ftate  of  dependence  on  them ;  but 
it  was  in  the  very  excefs  of  that  corruption  that 
he  defcried  one  of  the  means  of  its  emancipation. 
He  knew  likewife,  that  the  pride  of  Catharine 
could  only  with  great  difficulty  be  brought  to 
abandon  the  fmalleft  portion  of  her  dominions ; 
and  he  undertook  to  employ  that  very  pride  to 
bring  her  to  confent  to  that  furrender.  Philo- 
ibphoET  was  firft  won  over.  Several  perfons  in 
the  higher  departments  of  government,  favour- 

*  Count  BemftorfF  died  at  Copenhagen  the  21ft  of  June 
1797.  If  he  had  been  ftill  living,  his  encomium  would  not 
have  been  printed  here. 

t  Schlefvig. 
TOL,  II,  CO 
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ites^  fecretaries^  and  agents,  made  mercenarf 
bargains  for  their  fpcech  or  their  filence.  The 
rapacious  Saldern,  feduced  by  confiderable  pre* 
fents,  fcrupled  not  to  hold  a  language  quite 
different  from  that  which  he  had  hitherto  held, 
and  took  the  negotiation  on  himfclf.  He  rcpre- 
fented  to  the  emprefs  that  it  was  beneath  her 
dignity  to  preferve  a  weak  principality,  which 
made  her  dependent  oq  the  german  empire. 
The  imperious  mind  of  Catharine,  which  was 
indeed  hurt  at  this  fpecies  of  fubje&ion,  thought 
that  fuch  language,  dilated  only  by  covetoufnjft 
and  fclf-intereft,  proceeded  entirely  from  a 
gender  concern  for  her  glory.  And  this  it  was 
that  induced  her  to  make  that  furrendcr  9f  all  her 
claims  upon  Holftcin,  for  t;he  counties  of  Olden- 
burg and  Dclmenhorft,  which  fhe  relinquiihed, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  the  prince-bifhop  of  Lubek : 
the  treaty  of  exchange  was  figned  at  Kiel,  the 
1 6th  of  November  1773. 

This  event  occafioned  infinite  joy  at  Copen- 
hagen. The  day  on  which  the  treaty  had  been 
figned  was  celebrated  witfi  pomp*.     It  was  not 

the 

*  Bernflorff  received  the  moft  flattering  tcftimonies  of 
gratitude  from  his  countrymen.  The  bounty  of  the  court 
was  extended  to  the  whole  of  .his  family.  The  widow  of 
the  elder  Bernftorff|  his  uncle,  was  honourably  gratified, 

and 
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the  fame  at  St.  Pctcrfburg.  Catharine  quickly 
difcovcred  that  (he  had  been  the  dupe  of  Bern- 
ftorfF's  artifice.  Saldern>  whofc  malverfations 
were  cafily  proved,  fell  into  difgrace.  But  the 
cmprefs  confolcd  herfclf  for  the  lofsof  Holftein, 
by  the  affurance  of  prefcrving  in  Denmark  an 
ally  always  fubmiffivej  and  ever  ready  to  fcrvc 
her  againft  Sweden. 

More  nearly  connefted  with  Ruflia,  Sweden 
has  alternately  excited  the  dread  and  ambition  o^ 
the  court  of  Pctcrfburg.  Peter  the  great  had 
fefolved  to  annihilate  that  power;  and  the 
vi£ix)ries  of  Charles  XII.  were  no  obftaclcs  to 
his  making  himfelf  mafler  of  four  of  its  fined 
provinces*.  The  fucceflbfs  of  that  prince  in* 
hcrited  his  projeds ;  and  the  ruffian  nation  pre- 
ierves  an  implacable  hatred  againfl:  a  pepple 
whom  (he  at  length  overcame^  but  who  made 
her  purchafe  her  conquefts  by  torrents  of  blood* 
War  on  any  pretence  againfl  Sweden  cannot  fail 
of  being  agreeable  to  that  ferocious  and  vin* 
didive  nation.    Every  means  of  crulhing  her 

and  rtemtA  t  letter  from  the  king  with  the  portrait  of  that 
fnaeCf  on  t  medal  round  which  was  infcribed,  **  In  honour 
•<  of  the  i6th  of  November  1773." 

.  f  Urom,  Eithonia^  Carelia,  and  Inpia. 

002  rivala 
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rivals  cannot  btit  be  eagerly  chcriihcd  by  the 
court  of  Ruflia* 

The  fwedifh  nobility,  divided  into  two  fac« 
tions  diftinguiihed  under  the  names  of  Caps  and 
Hats^,  has  but  too  much  contributed  to  favour, 
by  its  dilTcnfionSj  the  ambicion  of  Ruflia.  When 
count  Panin,  in  the  reign  of  the  emprefs  Eliza- 
beth, was  miniftcr  from  that  princefs  at  Stock- 
holm, the  money  he  profufely  ftrewed,  and 
the  connexions  which  he  formed  f ,  gave  him  ah 
afcendant  which  he  dcxteroufly  made  the  inftni- 
mcnt  of  oppofing  the  fcnate  to  the  court.  He 
direftcd  the  one  by  his  intrigues,  while  he  kept 
the  other  in  awe  by  ading  on  their  fears.  Count 
Oftermann  afterwards  imitated,  and  even  fur- 
paflcd  him.  More  impetuous,  more  aftive  than 
Panin,  he  kept  Sweden  in  a  fort  of  vaflalagc ; 
and  it  may  be  affirmed  that,  while  Frederic 
Adolphus  J  lived,  the  minifter  of  Ruffia  reigned 
in  Stockholm.  The  view  of  this  miniftcr, 
doubtlefs,  was  nothing  (hort  of  difpofing  Sweden 
to  become  a  ruffian  province  -,  but  he  flattered 

*  It  Is  well  known  that  the  party  of  the  Hats  has  alwayi 
been  devoted  to  France,  as  that  of  the  Caps  is  to  Ruflia. 

f  He  was  the  knowni  lover  of  the  countefs  of  Loven* 
hiclm,  who  had  great  influence  in  the  party  of  the  Caps. 

t  He  dl^d  in  1771,  and  was  fuccecded  by  Guftavus  HI. 

the 
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the  nobles  with  the  hope  of  making  it  a  republic,, 
under  the  protcftion  of  Ruffia  5  a  projed  which 
had  been  long  conceived  both  by  them  and  by 
lord  Carteret*. 

On  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  Guftavus  III* 
mortified  at  the  influence  employed  by  Ruffia, 
and  at  the  authority  of  the  fcnate  of  Stockholm, 
attempted  to  free  himfclf  from  this  double 
yoke. 

The  party  of  the  Caps,  which  prevailed  in 
the  fenate,  had  alfo  the  preponderance  in  the 
diet  of  1772.  Proud  of  the  power  which  it  had 
fo  often  abufcd  under  Frederic  Adolphus  f,  it 
refolved  to  enlarge  the  bounds  of  it  under  his 
fucceflbr,  and  prefcribcd  to  that  monarch  the 
form  of  an  oath  different  from  that  exadted  by 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  country.  Guf- 
tavus III.  figned  this  formulary  without  taking 
the  pains  to  read  it,  referving  to  himfclf,  doubt- 

*  Upwards  of  50  years  ago. 

f  This  party,  fupportcd  by  Ruflia,  had  feized  upon  all 
the  lucrative  places  and  all  the  pofls  of  honour  in  the  admi- 
niilration  ;  it  was  continually  making  ufurpations  on  the 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  and  intermeddled  even  in  the 
petty  affairs  of  his  houfehold.  Would  it  be  believed  that  it 
had  the  infolence  to  fix  the  quantity  of  wine  that  (hould  be 
drank  at  his  table,  and  that  it  deprived  him  of  the  liberty  of 
choofmg  his  own  confcflbr  ? 

G  G  2  Icfs, 
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U(s,  in  fo  doing,  a  pretext  for  diflblving  the 
engagement  which  he  was  forced  to  contraft. 

This  princcj  who  had  already  placed  all  his 
confidence  in  the  counts  SchefFcr*  and  Salza^ 
aded  in  concert  with  them  and  the  ambailador 
of  France,  the  count  de  Vergenncs,  and  they 
drew  up  together  the  plan  of  the  revolution,  aa 
it  was  Ihortly  after  executed. 

The  diet,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  began  to 
conceive  fufpicions  concerning  the  defigns  of 
the  young  king.  It  took  umbrage  at  the  refbrt 
of  fome  officers,  once  or  twice  in  every  week, 
at  the  houfe  of  general  Ramfay,  who  was  known 
to  be  devoted  to  the  court,  and  fent  an  order 
forbidding  the  regiment  of  guards  from  afiem- 
bling  for  excrcife,  and  even  for  parade. 

Not  yet  fatisfied  with  thefe  precautions,  the 
diet  excluded  from  the  fcnate  all  the  members 
in  oppofition  to  the  dominant  fadlion.     This 
vindictive   proceeding  fcrved  only  to  fan  the 
zeal  of  the  old  partifans  of  the  king,  and  to 
gain  him  new  onesj  for  feveral  of  the  nobles 
who  were   not  partial  to  the  royal  authority, 
however,  dreaded  it  lefs  than  they  deteftcd  the 
tyranny  of  their  rivals.      Count  Axel  Fcrfca 
was  of  that  number.     Famous  for  his  eloquence^ 

♦  Charles  Schcffer^ 

and 
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and  for  his  attachment  to  the  old  form  of  go* 
vcmmcnt,  he  loudly  difapprovcd  of  the  inno- 
vations of  the  diet  j  but,  thinking  himfclf  fomc- 
what  neglcfted  by  Guftavus,  he  retired  from 
Stockholm.  The  fenator  Hcrmanfon  was  cn- 
dow(id  with  lefs  fenfibility,  or  was  treated  more 
kindly.  His  talents  and  his  influence  were 
neceffary  to  the  views  of  the  monarch.  He 
dedicated  them  to  his  fervice  *. 

Guftavus,  however,  communicated  to  the 
pcrfons  who  were  to  execute  the  plan  of  his 
operations,  only  what  was  neceffary  for  them  to 
know,  in  order  to  fecond  him  properly.  His 
firft  ftep  was  to  make  fure  of  the  fidelity  of  the 
generals  of  the  army.  But  the  majority  of  them 
appeared  to  him  too  ftrongly  attached  to  the 
old  conftitution,  to  admit  of  his  opening  him- 
felf  to  them  on  the  change  which  he  had  in 
contemplation.  Colonel  Sprengporten  and 
captain  Hellechius  were  the  only  pcrfons  oti 
whom  he  thought  he  might  depend.  He  then 
refolved  to  give  the  alarm  of  a  (ham  rebellion 
in  two  of  the  diftant  provinces,  in  order  that 
the  diet  fhould  not  pay  attention  to  what  was 
going  forward  in  the  capital, 

^  The  fenator  Hermacfon  framed  a  conftitution  upon  a 
new  model ;  count  Scheffer  prepared  another ;  the  king 
himfetf  drew  up  a  third. 

o  Q  4  Hcllechiusj 
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HcUechius^  on  whom  the  king  afterwards 
conferred  the  rank  of  general^  and  the  name 
of  Guftafschoeld  ♦,  was  at  that  time  commander 
at  Chriftianftadt,  a  city  of  Scania.  He  lived 
amicably  with  the  officers  of  the  garrifon,  fre- 
quently gave  them  entertainments,  and  found 
no  difficulty  in  making  them  promife  to  ad  in 
concert  with  him.  He  openly  blamed  the 
decrees  of  the  diet,  and  declared  himfelf  in 
favour  of  the  royal  authority.  The  inhabitants 
of  Chriftianftadt  adopted  the  fame,  fentiments, 
and  exprcffcd  thcmfclves  in  the  fame  language 
with  them.  The  report  of  thcfe  proceedings 
foon  reached  Stockholm.  The  diet  took  the 
alarm,  and  commiffioned  baron  Rudbek,  gover- 
nor of  the  capital,  to  go  and  put  a  ftop  to  the 
murmurs  of  the  Scanians. 

In  the  abfcnce  [of  baron  Rudbek,  the  com- 
mand of  Stockholm  was  committed  to  general 
Pcfchlint-     This  officer  acquitted  himfelf  of 

his 

*  This  name  fignifies,  in  fwedifli,  ihejhield  of  Gufavus. 

f  General  Pefchlin  has  been  furnained  the  Wilkes  of 
Sweden.  But  he  rcfembled  Wilkes  more  in  his  venaL'ty 
than  in  his  talents.  M.  de  Vergennes  faid  of  that  general, 
that  he  had  no  other  defedl  than  that  of  prefening  imperials 
to  louis-d'ors.  It  was  obfervcd  by  a  well-known  fcholaf 
and  wit,  on  feeing  the  epitaph  defigned  by  Wilkes  for  him- 
felf, 
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his  charge  with  fo  great  vigilance  as  difcon^ 
ccrtcd,  for  fome  time,  the  friends  of  Guftavus, 
Every  attempt  was  made  to  corrupt  him  j  but 
in  vain  :  his  refolution  was  already  taken. 

Fortunately  for  the  king,  baron  Rudbck 
came  and  refumed  his  command.  He  reported 
to  his  friends,  that  the  gates  of  Chriftianftadt 
were  refufed  to  be  opened  to  him  -,  and  that 
captain  Hellechius  had  juft  publiflied  a  mani< 
fefto  againft  the  power  which  the  diet  had  arbi- 
trarily aflumed.  The  dominant  fadtion  '  then 
refolved  to  difcover  whether  Hellechius  afted 
by  the  king's  orders,  certainly  hoping  in  that 
cafe  to  fcize  upon  the  perfon  of  the  monarch. 

Guftavus  was  too  great  a  mafter  of  diffimu- 
lation  to  allow  his  fentiments  to  be  eafily 
gueffed.  He  anfwercd  one  while  with  great 
firmncfs  of  mind,  and  at  another  with  an  air 
of  indifference  that  deceived  all  the  emifTaries 
of  the  diet  j  and  baron  Rudbek,  who  thought 
he  had  thoroughly  founded  him,  faid  in  pubh'c : 
«'  That  the  perfonage  was  by  no  means  dan- 
"  gerous."  Neverthelcfs,  the  diet  iflucd 
orders  that  the  garrifon  of  Stockholm  fliould  be 


felf,  "  A  friend  to  liberty,**  that  he  was  happy  to  fee  him 
fp  grateful,  for  liberty  Uad  certainly  been  a  great  friend  to 

)iim. 

augmented 
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iugmented  with  tlic  regiments  of  Uj^andc  and 
of  Sudermania. 

It  19  certain  that  if  thefe  reginients  had  had 
time  ta  enter  into  Stockholm^  the  reyohitioR 
would  not  have  been  brought  about ;  and  much 
daughter  had  been  prevented.  The  guards 
were  already  difcontented  that  other  troops  had 
been  called  in>  and  that  the  inhabitants^  who 
had  all  taken  up  arms^  and  were  devoted  to  the 
king,  fhould  be  united  to  the  guards. 

Every  moment  now  became  of  confequencc. 
Colonel  Sprcngportcn,  who  had  been  commiC- 
Jfioned  to  conduct  the  troops  from  Finland^  and 
whofe  arrival  wa^  to  be  confidered  as  a  (ignal  to 
the.  king,  had  been  detained  by  contrary  winds* 
He  did  not  arrive,  and  the  time  was  loft  in  an 
expeftation  continually  becoming  more  dan- 
gerous. Generals  Salza,  SchefFer,  and  Ver- 
gcnncs  held  a  council,  and  determined  Guftavus 
to  accelerate  his  enterprife. 

The  execution  of  it  was  fixed  for  the  follow- 
ing day.  The  very  evening  of  that  on  which 
this  refolution  was  taken,  the  king  appeared  at 
the  opera  *,  amidft  a  great  fhow  of  nobility. 
He  gave  a  grand  fupper  to  the  court ;  and  con- 

•  The  rcprcfcntation  was  Thetis  and  Peleus  j  tlic  firft 
^^<rj^  ihat  was  played  in  the  fwcdifh  language. 

verfcd 
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verfed  with  vnufual  gaiety,  ^  He  affcrwardi 
retired  to  his  apartment,  where  he  pafled  a  con-- 
Cderable  part  of  the  night  in  writing  to  his 
brothers  and  hia  friends* 

After  having  finiihed  thefe  letters,  he  went 
to  vifit  fevcral  of  the  corps-de-gardc  *,  as  he 
had  done  for  feveral  nights  before,  in  order  to 
accuftom  the  foldiers  not  to  be  furprifed  at 
feeing  him  at  fuch  unfeafonable  hours.  Being 
/  returned  to  the  palace,  he  went  calmly  to  bed| 
and  rofe  at  his  ordinary  time.  Count  Lcvcn- 
haupt,  his  premier  ecuyer,  being  come  td 
receive  his  orders,  he  told  him,  in  confidence,  to 
keep  ready  for  him  a  greater  number  of  horfes 
than  ufuaK 

The  fenate  met,  according  to  cuftom,-  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning-  Half  an  hour  after 
this,  the  foldiers  who  came  to  relieve  the  guard, 
advanced  into  the  court-yard  of  the  caftlc ; 
where  they  were  no  fooner  entered,  than  the 
king  came  down,  ordered  the  gates  to  be  fhut, 
and  addrefled  his  guards  in  a  very  eloquent 

*  When  be  had  entered  the  gcnrd-houfe  of  the  adml« 
jraky,  an  olScer  (hat  the  door  with  fo  much  ^iolen^re  aa  to 
put  the  lock  out  of  ordcTi  fa  that  the  door  could  not  be 
opened  again.  The  king  was  uneufy ;  but  captM  Hanfottt 
who  comnonded  the  poftf  gave  ft^e  door  fuch  t  blow  at 
|)rokc  It  to  picGCSf. ' 

flpcech^ 
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fpccch  *,  in  which  he  exhorted  them  to  deliver 
their  country  from  the  tyranny  of  a  few  faftious 
nobles.  He  protefted  that  he  was  not  ambi- 
tious of  abfolute  power,  but  required  only  a 
fufiicient  authority  for  the  maintenance  of  order 
and  for  enforcing  the  laws.  This  afTurancCj 
accompanied  with  the  promife  of  fuitably  re- 
warding fuch  as  (hould  fecond  his  undertaking, 
had  all  the  efFeft  he  dcfired.  The  guards  re* 
plied  by  fliouts  of  approbation.  Guftavus  im- 
mediately caufcd  an  oath  to  be  adminiftcred  to 
them ;  and  the  officers  were  obliged  to  follow 
the  example  qf  the  foldiers. 

Reckoning  on  the  fidelity  of  his  troops,  Guf- 
tavus caufed  cenrinels  to  be  placed  about  the  hall 
of  the  fcnate,  with  orders  to  let  no  perfon  go 
out.  He  himfclf  proceeded  to  the  grand  corps-* 
de-garde;  and,  having  called  the  officers  to- 
gether, he  related  to  them,  in  prefcnce  of  the 
foldiers,  what  had  juft  paflcd  at  the  caftle  i  and 
added,  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  finding  in  them 
Che  fame  zeal  as  had  been  fhewn  by  their  brave 

♦  One  thing  that  gained  Guftavus  III.  the  love  of  the 
(bldicrs  and  the  peafantry  was,  that,  fincc  Charles  XII.  he 
was  the  only  king  of  Sweden  who  ufually  fpoke  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country.  He  exprefled  himfelf  moreover  with 
great  elegance  in  that  language ;  and  compofed  feveral 
plays  in  it,  much  efteemed  by  the  nation. 

comrade  $• 
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comrades.  All,  with  the  exception  of  only 
one  *,  fwore  to  maintain  his  caufe. 

Guftavus  fct  out  immediately  to  get  poffeffion 
of  the  arfcnal.  He  called  for  his  horfes.  Le- 
venhaupt,  who  had  them  all  in  readinefs,  was 
proceeding  to  order  them  out,  when  baron 
Rudbck  appeared  at  the  door  of  the  ftables, 
and  commanded  the  groom  to  defift. — "  I  rc- 
*'  ceive  no  orders  from  you/'  replied  Lcven- 
haupt ;  "  get  out  of  the  way,  or  I  (hall  make 
*^  the  horfes  run  over  you."-— The  governor 
went  diredly  to  the  fecret  committee  of  the 
diet,  with  a  complaint  againft  Lcvenhaupt  j  and 
ordered  the  fccrctary  EUers  to  minute  down  in 
his  regifter,  what  he  fhould  didlate  to  him. 
EUers,  who  began  now  to  fufpeft  what  was 
about  to  happen,  looked  gravely  at  the  gover- 
nor, and,  inftead  of  doing  as  he  was  Ijid,  fhut 
the  regifter,  faying  that  he  believed  he  had 
nothing  more  to  write. 

Guftavus  next  proceeded  to  the  guard-houfc 
of  the  artillery,  where  the  oath  was  eagerly 
taken.  He  fent  to  invite  the  principal  members 
of  the  diet  to  come  to  him ;  and  at  the  fame 

*  It  was  baron  von  Cederftrohm.  He  made  no  anfvirer; 
but  prefented  his  fword  to  the  king ;  upon  which  he  was 
committed  to  prifon. 

time 
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time  (ent  detachments  of  foldlers^  with  cznaon, 
to  every  gate  of  the  city,  in  order  that  none  ot 
the  chiefs  from  whofe  oppofition  he  had  any 
thing  to  apprehend  might  efcape.  Notwith*^ 
ftanding  thefe  precautions,  however,  general 
Pefchlin  found  means  to  get  away  ♦. 

The  remainder  of  the  garrifon  of  Stockholm 
(bon  joined  the  troops  which  Guftavus  had  col- 
k6ted  about  him.  Several  members  of  the 
diet  alfo  came  to  the  fupport  of  the  king.  Baron 
Kudbek,  and  fome  others  of  the  moft  violentj 
were  arretted.  The  duke  of  Heflcnftein,  who 
had  been  promifcd  by  his  party  to  be  declared 
regent,  refufed  to  take  the  oath.  But,  as  he 
was  by  no  means  dangerous,  he  was  fuffered  to 
be  at  large  on  his  parole. 

Thofc  who  efpoufcd  the  party  of  Guftavus, 
tied  a  white  handkerchief  round  their  left  arm. 
Prefcntly  all  the  inhabitants  of  Stockholm 
adopted  this  fign  of  adherence  to  the  king : 
and  the  officers  of  the  fwedifh  army  wear  it  to 

•  A  young  man,  named  Hierta,  ran  after  him  for  the 
purpofe  of  flopping  him.  But  the  general  took  him  hj 
the  arm,  and  faid  to  him  with  a  fnecr  : — *'  My  poor 
«*  Hicrta,  it  mull  be  a  different  Hierta  from  thee  to  oblige 
««  mc  to  give  up  my  arms  1" — For  underfUading  this  play 
l^n  the  word,  it  fhould  be  known,  that  ia  tbe  fvKediih 
language  bierta  figuifies  hearts 

this 


177^0  EMPHESS  CATHAHINE  tl.  463 

this  day.  The  aflaffin  ♦  alfo  wore  it,  who  fincc 
gave  him  his  death's  wound,  hy  a  piftol-fhot 
from  behind. 

The  peopk  ran  in  crowds  to  the  king  where- 
ever  he  pafled.  His  majefty  frequently  flopped 
to  harangue  themf;  always  recommending 
order  and  moderation.  His  exhortations  were 
not  without  eSe£t. 

As  foon  as  Guftavus  had  made  himfelf  mafter 
pf  all  the  pods  of  the  city,  and  was  fure  of  the 
adherence  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  (bidiers,  he 
aflembled  in  his  palace  the  members  of  the  dieti 
and,  after  having  reproached  them  with  their 
.diflenlions  and  their  ambitious  vanity,  he  con<- 
eluded  by  dying:—"  It  is  high  time  to  rcfcuc 
*^  the  fwedifh  people  from  fcrvitude,  and  the 
^  throne  from  oppreflion.  It  is  time  to  put  a 
'^  ftop  to  the  corruption  which  difhonours  the 
"  majority  of  thofe  who  fit  in  the  diet  and  the 
''  fenate.  It  is  notorious  that  they  are  always 
**  ready  to  (acrifice  the  interefts  of  their  country 
"  to  the  gold  of  foreigners.  If  any  one  of  you 
"  can  deny  what  I  advance,"  added  he,  as  he 

*  Ankarflroem. 

f  Never  was  a  king  fo  fond  of  making  fpeeches  at 
Guftavus  III. ;  and  it  mud  be  confefTcd  that  It  was  an  art 
in  which  he  particularl^r  excelled. 

rofc 
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rofe  up,  "  let  him  boldly  Hand  forth,  and  con- 
"  tradifk  mc."     No  one  thought  fit  to  reply. 

Guftavus  then  read  the  plan  of  the  confti- 
tutlon  which  he  himfclf  had  drawn  up.  He 
was  heard  with  the  profoundeft  filencc  :  and, 
when  he  had  made  an  end  of  reading,  he  afked 
the  opinion  of  the  dates,  inviting  them  to 
deliver  their  obfervations  freely,  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  corrcft  whatever  might  be  dc- 
feftive  in  his  plan.  But  not  one  thought  fit  to 
produce  his  objeftions.  Such  as  in  their  hearts 
were  mofl  difinclined  to  the  monarch,  were  the 
mod  unwilling  to  difclofe  their  fentiments. 

The  new  conftitution  was  not  adopted  till  the 
fccond  day  after  the  revolution.  Then  it  was 
that  Guftavus  difmifled  the  fenators,  who,  for 
three  days,  had  not  been  permitted  to  leave  the 
hall,  where  they  had  been  detained  as  prifoners. 
The  greater  part  of  them  obtained  places  in  the 
new  fenate. 

All  the  officers  who  had  joined  the  king's 
party  were  advanced  one  rank,  and  decorated 
with  the  military  order.  The  principal  inhabit- 
ants of  Stockholm  received  medals  of  gold  or 
filver,  and  the  privilege  of  wearing  them 
faftencd  to  the  button-hole  by  a  white  ribbon. 
The  fubaltern  officers  alfo  received  medals, 
9  fufpcnded 
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fufpended  to  a  blue  ribbon.  The  foldiers  were 
not  forgotten :  Guftavus^  who  was  very  fcantily 
provided  with  money *>  gave  them  all  that  he 
had  to  difpofe  of. 

When  the  members  of  the  fadlion  in  oppo(i« 
tion  to  the  king  had  recovered  from  their  firft 
cpnfternation,  they  law,  with  no  le&  confufion 
than  furprife,  that  in  defeating  them,  the  mo- 
narch had  employed  but  very  feeble  means.  It 
muft  indeed  have  appeared  very  ftrange  to  them, 
that  at  the  very  moment  when  the  diet  was 
mafter  of  all  the  forces  of  the  kingdom,  and 
filled  with  enlightened  men,  it  (hould  fufFer  its 
power  to  be  ravifhed  from  it,  by  a  young  prince 
who  had  not  above  three  or  four  hundred  fol- 
diers; and  who  was  thought  to  be  of  a  very  fri- 
volous charai^er. 

One  of  the  men  whom  the  revolution  afflifted 
mod  was  count  Oftermann,  minifler  of  Ruflla. 
It  deprived  him  of  a  great  part  of  his  influence; 
and,  in  order  to  regain  it,  he  was  continually 
encouraging  the  dilafleded  to  rid  themfelves  of 
the  king's  authority,  to  draw  out  the  regiments 
that  had  remained  faithful  to  them,  and  to  con- 

*  The  bankers  of  Stockholm  rtfufed  to  advance  any 
money  to  the  king«  One  alone»  named  Pefl»  lent  him  all 
the  money  he  had.     Guftaviu  nerer  forgot  the  obligation. 

VOL.  ir.  H  H  voke 
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Toke  a  new  diet  in  fome  one  of  the  remote  pn>* 
rinccs. 

The  turbulent  chie6  of  the  Caps  were  bur 
too  much  inclined  to  adopt  thefe  dangerous 
meafures,  Goftavus  was  apprehenfive  of  k* 
and  therefore  had  rccourfc  to  artiBce  for  re- 
preflfing  his  faftious  fubjeAsr  He  caufed  a 
report  to  be  circulated,  that  a  very  confiderable 
body  of  troops^  under  the  orders  of  general 
Sprcngportcrr,  was  juft  arrircd  within  a  fcMr 
miles  of  Stockholm  ^  and  for  (everal  days  fuc- 
ceflTively,  he  fent  ofF  boats  loaded  with  pro- 
vifions  for  thefe  fiftitious  troops.  At  length 
the  winds  permitted  Sprengporteh  to  leave  the 
coafts  of  Finland,  and  to  bring  to  Guftavus  a 
detachment  from  the  garrifon  of  Sveaborg :  but 
at  his  arrival  he  found  that  all  was  already  quiet  at 
Stockholm. 

The  provinces  foon  followed  the*  example  of 
the  capital.  The  regiment  of  Upland,  called 
by  the  diet,  was  ready  to  enter  into  Stockholm. 
General  Ramfay' went  alone  to  meet  it;  and 
notwithftanding  the  refolution  of  fcveral  of  the 
officers,  carried  his  point  in  obliging  it  to  take 
the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  king  *.     The  duke 

♦  It  was  at  firft  intended  to  arreft  general  Ramfay.  But 
tn  old  and  brave  enfign,  named  Normclin,  much  beloved  by 
the  foldicrs,  determined  them  to  take  the  oath  j  and  the 
officers  were  drawn  on  by  their  example* 

of 
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of  Sudermania>  and  the  duke  of  O{trogothia> 
brothers  of  the  monarchy  had  been  difpatched 
to  different  parts  of  the  kingdom^  and  found  no 
difficulty  in  confirming  the  troops  in  their  ad- 
herence to  the  royal  caufe.  General  Pefchlin 
Was  the  only  perfon  who  darted  any  fcruplcs : 
he  was  arrcfted  by  the  major  of  his  own  regi-^ 
ment;  and  the  duke  of  Oftrogothia  received 
orders  to  fend  him  prifoner  to  the  caftic  of 
Gripfholm  *. 

The  money  that  Guftavus  received  from 
France  f,  ferved  to  (Irengthen  his  party,  and 
to  diminifh  the  influence  of  Ruffia  $  who  was 
not  backward  however  in  diftributing  rubles 
among  her  adherents.  Catharine  heard  witb 
indignation  the  news  of  the  change  that  had 
been  brought  about,  in  a  country  which  flic 
was  continually  dividing,  irr  order  to  fubjugate 
at  one  dme  or  other.  She  gave  orders  to  count 
Ollermatin  to  take  meafures  for  reftoring  the 

*  He  was  confined  in  the  fame  apartment  that  had  been 
the  prifon  of  thift  ferociouft  Erick  XIV ;  and  on  the  floor 
of  It  18  ftin  to  be  feen,  the  track  worn  by  the  ilept  of  that 
unfortunate  king»  by  tnceilantly  walking  backwards  and 
forwards  from  one  comer  of  the  room  to  the  other*^ 

f  Hitherto  the  minifters  of  France  in  Sweden  had  ex* 
pended  confiderable  fums  of  money,  in  what  were  denomi« 
nated  fecret  fenrices.  This  tnoney  was  afterwards  given 
diredly  to  the  king. 

H  H  2  government 
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government  which  Guftavus  had  overturned. 
The  miniftcr  fet  his  agents  to  work'  with  an 
impetuous  ardour ;  but  his  efforts  were  ineffec- 
tual. Some  explanations  which  he  had  with 
Guftavus  were  terminated  with  harfhnefs;  and 
at  the  commencement  of  1776,  Ruflia  having 
fitted  out  a  fleet  of  gallies  from  Cronfladt,  an 
alarm  was  immediately  raifcd  at  Stockholm. 

1777.  Guftavus  fent  to  demand  what  might 
be  the  caufe  of  this  armament.  He  was  anfwered 
in  a  manner  by  no  means  fatisfaftory.  The 
gallies  did  not  proceed  to  aft  againft  Sweden ; 
but  the  uneafinefs  of  the  king  did  not  therefore 
fubfide.  At  lengthy  wifhing  to  know  what  were 
the  real  intendons  of  the  court  of  Ruflia^  he  came 
to  the  refoluuon  of  going  himfelf  to  confer  with 
the  emprefs. 

On  the  i6th  of  June  1777,  he  arrived  at 
St.  Peterfburg,  under  the  name  of  the  count 
of  GotMand,  and  accompanied  by  count  Ulrik 
Schcffcr,  count  von  PofTe,  Monck,  with  fcveral 
others  of  his  courtiers.  Only  baron  von  Nol- 
ken,  his  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  Ruffia,  had 
-been  apprii'ed  of  the  voyage.  Guftavus  alighted 
at  this  miniftcr's  hotel,  and  prefcntly  after  made 
•a  vifit  to  count  Panin. 

The  emprefs  was  at  Tzarfko-felo.  Guftavus 
went  thither  in  the  afternoonj  and  had  an  inter- 
view 
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view  with  her  majcfty,  in  which  they  difplayed 
to  each  other  a  cordiality  equally  feigned  on  both 
fides. 

Sumptuous  entertainments  were  lavifhed  on 
the  fwedifli  monarch.  The  emprefs  was  re- 
folved  to  give  him  a  high  idea  of  the  magnifi- 
cence and  plcafures  of  her  court.  She  often 
difcourfed  with  him,  ftudicd  his  charadter  with 
her  ufual  penetration;  and,  before  many  days 
had  elapfed,  plainly  perceived  that  prefiimption 
was  his  principal  dcfed. 

Having  made  this  difcovery,  Catharine  di- 
reftly  propofed  to  reap  advantage  from  it, 
by  inducing  Guftavus  to  embark  in  fome  dan- 
gerous enterprife.  His  qualities,  more  (hining 
than  folid,  his  affability,  the  pleafurcs  he  was 
ever  providing  for  his  court,  gained  him  the 
love  of  his  people ;  but  one  "moment's  impru- 
dence might  leflcn  him  in  their  eftecm,  and  even 
render  him  odious  in  their  fight.  The  emprefs 
endeavoured  to  haften  that  moment  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

Converfing  one  day  with  GuAavus,  her  ma- 
jefty  fpokc  of  the  obflaclcs  frequendy  experienced 
by  ibvercigns  in  their  attempts  to  improve  the 
civilization  of  their  dominions,  by  introducing 
fomc  alterations  in  the  drefs,  the  cuftoms,  and 
H  H  3  the 
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the  manners  of  the  nation.  She  pbferved  that  it 
was  not  only  difficult  to  bring  about  thefi^ 
changes^  but  extremely  hazardous  to  think  of 
fucceeding  in  too  abrupt  a  manner.  She  faidy 
with  reafon^  that  mankind  being  in  general  the 
flaves  of  habit,  they  beheld  with  averfion  every 
new  inftitution ;  and^  in  favour  of  her  opiniohy 
flie  omitted  not  to  cite  the  example  of  Peter  the 
great,  and  the  reiiftance  oppofed  to  that  legif* 
lator  when  he  only  wanted  to  induce  the  Rufllan$ 
to  cut  off  their  beards. 

Guftavus  replied,  that  if  fovereigns  failed  of 
fuccefs  in  the  changes  they  were  dcfirous  of 
making,  it  was  doubtlefs  rather  their  own  fault 
than  that  of  the  people ;  and  that,  how  much 
focver  the  latter  were  attached  to  their  habitSj 
they  would  willingly  facrifice  them  to  the 
monarch  who  had  the  art  of  making  himfelf 
beloved.  He  remarked  that  mankind  were  Icfs 
attached  to  their  habits  than  to  their  fortunes, 
and  their  life ;  and  that  they  would  neverthclcfs 
frequently  expofe  both  the  one  and  the  other 
from  att'chmcnt  to  their  fovereign,— '*  But,'* 
added  he,  "  in  all  things  there  is  a  proper  feafon 
«^  which  miiR  be  Ikiifully  feized.  When  we  let 
<^  it  flip,  it  is  for  want  of  attention  j  and  then  the 
<*  fuccefs  does  not  corrcfpond  with  our  efforts. 

«  There 
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*'  There  is  alfo  a  certain  manner  of  executing 
*'  a  defign ;  and  it  was  becaufe  Peter  the  great 
^^  had  neither  that  manner  nor  the  attention 
**  neccflary  for  leizing  the  tide  of  affairs,  that 
*'  he  experienced  the  difficulties  which  the  cm- 
**  prefe  has  jufl:  been  noticing." 

Catharine  produced  additional  reafons  in  fup« 
port  of  what  Ihe  had  before  adduced.  She  pro- 
longed the  difcufllon  till  Guftavus  began  to  ima- 
gine his  ielf-love  was  concerned  to  prove  his  afler- 
tions  by  fa6b:  whereupon  fhc  defied  him  to  pre- 
vail on  the  fwedilh  nation  to  adopt  a  new  mode 
ofdre(s. 

The  monarch  accepted  the  challenge:  and  fome 
time  after  his  return  to  Sweden,  he  introduced  the 
theatrical  drefs  that  is  flill  continued  to  be  worn 
at  the  court  of  Stockholm.  He  did  not  indeed 
enforce  the  alteration  by  a  law.  He  contented 
himfelf  with  direfting  a  tetter  to  rfie  governors  of 
the  provinces,  in  which  he  recommended  them 
to  employ  no  other  methods  but  thofe  of  gentle- 
nels  and  perfuafion.  ^e  (pecioufliy  pretended, 
chat  the  fantaftic  habit  of  his  own  invention  was 
fimilar  to  that  of  the  ancient  Swedes.  At  the 
:iame  time  he  took  care  to  propofe  it  only  to.  the 
,  courtiers,  the  public  functionaries,  the  military^ 
and  the  burghers :  the  i  fe  ior  claftof  the  people 
H  H  4  were 
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J  JoACvt:,  a:  :.^  ha:?  Lttr.  receiver  i:  ? *rf r:*;:^:.ir^ 

Virh  ail  i.t  f/iriri^y-r  tr.i  r.irr.ir.c*--*  ^irr- 
Jiar  lo  t'  at  co'jrt ;  the  prc:>p^=  .-  nkirj; 

Wvr  v/rrc  in  th^  f'rr.t  v-  :  1  ;.>ie  w::h  rSs  e-- 
tcrraifiUirnt  i  .'»n'l  ihr:  jewels  of  :hc  ea::f  rn  -  crld 
loft  no  part  of  ilicir  luftrc  in  the  frozcr.  reg^r^s 
of  tlic  noftli. 

The  nutufiin  was  attended  with  a  m-^v:  dread- 
ful calaniity  to  llic  city  and  neighbourh  od  of 
PctcrftMirj^.     It  is  a  fault  in  the  fituacion  of  that 
ciiy,  il»i^'   '^  '*'*  "■•'•''*  to  inundations  5    bur  ch  =  : 
whii'h  'l^^^  liaj)|)rnc<l  wa'  '\v  far  m  >re  trx'c'  :lve 

unJilcllrii/live  clian  nny  tiling  v>f  the  fort  wnich 

l^adcver  hern  known  iK-torcf. 

•  T\»i«l'*^'*'  *•*  "*  I" »■'*■'>*  ft"»rfcly  worn  except  at  court. 
\Viifti;^H«'  'i'"^  ''"   ■111  III -r  w:ifi  at  Stockholm,  he  verj'  rarely 

k  ^  wWawtJ*"*"  '"*  ''***  prevention  of  fuch  fatal  efFcfts 
^  i-2\tt  jknJv"*'^"  ^"'  "'*'  1*'*^*'  *»*'^*"  '^Iready mentioned, 
..  ■NikwS*^  *''^  l»'»liLC  rc'^^ulationii. 

It 
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It  had  fccmcd  for  fomc  years  paft  as  if  voy- 
ages to  Pcterlburg  were  the  &(hion.  Shortly 
after  the  departure  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  the 
waves  of  the  gulph  of  Finland  had  the  honour  to 
waft  to  the  mouth  of  the  Neva  the  magnificent 
yacht  of  no  lefs  a  perfonage  than  the  duchefs  of 
Kingfton,  famed  for  her  beauty,  her  wit,  her 
luxury,  and  her  licentious  adventures.  This 
lady  thought  hcrfelf  not  unworthy  of  living  -at 
the  court  of  Catharine ;  and  (he  was  received  1^ 
that  monarch  with  marks  of  the  moft  gracious 
condefcenfion,  who  aflurcd  her,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  her  vefTcl  having  fufFcred  in  the  late 
violent'  tempeft  on  her  coalb,  the  laws  of  hofpi- 
tality  required  that  it  fhould  be  completely  re- 
fitted by  her  people,  and  at  the  imperial  cxpencc 
Accordingly,  all  its  ftores  and  fumptuous  furni* 
tu^c  were  brought  on  fhore,  and  lodged  in  the 
apartments  of  the  admiralty,  till  the  winter  had 
fet  in }  when,  with  the  labour  of  fomc  hundreds 
of  people,  and  by  means  of  levers  and  engines 
conftruflcd  for  the  purpofe,  the  yacht  was  lifted 
on  the  ice»  in  which  fituation  it  was  reftored  to 
its  former  condition.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
duchefs,  inftead  of  exhibiting  that  dignity  of  be-* 
haviour  and  elegance  of  manners  which  might 
have  been  expedted  fi-om  a  perfon  of  fuch  ex- 
alted rank,  fcemed  at  times^  by  oftenutious  dif- 

plays 


474  uwM  or  rta  C»777^ 

plays  of  her  wealthy  to  rival  tbe  eotcrtainiiicnts 
of  cbe  palace ;  and  at  others^  faebaved  with  fuch 
lervility  and  mcanne&y  aa  to  excite  wh^rGA 
contempt ;  the  emprefs  withdrew  her  atfiendons  i 
and,  imeafy  in  the  neglefl  and  obfcurky  tn  whicii 
ihe  was  funk,  the  dii^>potmed  peered  &€  out 
for  Italy,  where  fhe  was  furc  of  aoc  waDtLpgleft 
liai}ghty  companions  and  idolatrous  parafitea* 

Since  tbe  ele&ioaof  khan  Sahim-Gtieray»  the 
difturbances  of  (be  Krknea  had  been  connmialfy^ 
increafing.  The  Turks,  incenfed  at  the  0^ht 
^f  Dou^et,  abandoned  hb  caufe,  and  fet  i^ 
Selim-Gueray  in  his  place.  Thus  there  were 
at  that  time  two  new  khans  ^  one  fupported  by 
the  Turks,  and  the  other  by  the  Rufikns.  The 
latter,  who  had  it  in  view  to  deliver  the  whole 
^ICrimea  to  the  khan  under  their  protedion,  ia 
order  the  more  eafily  to  dcfpoil  him  of  it,  fur- 
nifhcd  him  with  a  guard  compofed  of  their  own 
foldiers :  the  Tartars  were  jealous  of  this  guardj 
fell  upon  it  by  furprife,  and  flaughtered  the 
greater  part  with  their  fabres. 

1778.  Little  was  wanting  before  to  bring  the 
contending  empires  to  a  complete  rupture  j  this 
then  afforded  ample  caufe  for  an  open  declaration 
of  war.  The  ertiprcfs  immediately  difpiatched 
frefh  troops  into  the  Krimea.*  iPrince  Prozo- 
roffsky,  who  was  placed  at  their  head,  attacked 

the 
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b  Tartars  who  oppofed  Sahim-Gtieray^  and 
iw  them  a  total  defeat.     His   competitor 
^SeKm  was  forced  to  flee,  and  take  refuge  in  the 
mountains. 

During  thb  time  Stafchicff,  minifter  from 
Ruffia  to  Conftantihoplc,  was  foIHciting  the 
Porte  to  acknowledge  Sahim-Gueray ;  but  the 
Forre>  adhering  to  its  engagements^  and  parti^ 
culaily  to  its  oriental  pride^  refolved  toaflfcrtthe 
eaufe  of  Selim. 

Marfhal  RomantzofF  then  gave  the  divan  to 
know,  that  the  Krimea  had  put  itfcif  under  the 
protection  of  Ruflia,  and  that  the  emprefs  would 
lather  re-kindle  the  flames  of  war^  than  abandon 
Sahim-Gueray.  This  haughty  mefTage  was  but 
iU-fuited  to  gain  the  concurrence  of  the  Turks ; 
they  feemed  exafperated  at  itj  and  refolute  to 
ipiit  the  difpute  to  the  decifion  of  the  fword. 
But  they  were  rcftrained  by  a  foreign  influence. 
One  ambaflador  of  France  *  had  induced  them 
to  enter  into  the  preceding  war :  his  f  fucceflTor 
prevented  him  from  engaging  in  a  new  one« 
When  the  ruffian  minifter  was  taking  his  leave 
ofConftantinople,  the  greater  part  of  tfte  ulemas:]: 
^d  the  riglialb^  of  whom  the  divan  was  com- 
pofed,  were  averfe  to  the  meafure. 

*  M>  <le  Vergennea.  tM.de  Siunt-Prieft. 

1  The  lawyers. 

The 
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The  roinifters  of  the  other  powers  were  at  the 
&me  time  bufy  in  negotiadng  with  the  diran  ^ 
and  that  council  continued  wavering  between 
the  divers  impulfions  it  received.  Perceiving 
the  tardinefs  and  indecifion  of  the  Ottomans^ 
the  Ruffians  renewed  their  adlivity.  By  means 
ofprefents  and  promifes  they  gained  new  parti* 
fans  in  the  Krim>  and  concluded  by  making  them- 
felves  mafters  of  that  country,  while  they  talked 
of  nothing  but  its  independence*  However,  by 
preparing  for  war,  they  endeavoured  to  prevent 
it*  Marfhal  Romantzoff  had  an  interview  with 
the  famous  capudan  pa(ha ;  but  found  it  imprac- 
ticable to  come  to  any  terms  of  accommodation* 
They  parted  diffatisfied  with  each  other. 

The  emprcfs  relied  on  an  afliftance  which  Ihe 
alone  feemed  able  to  procure.  She  had  obtained 
from  the  fovcreign  of  Pcrfia,  Kcrim-khan,  the 
promife  of  attacking  the  Turks  in  Afia,  while 
ihe  preffcd  upon  them  in  Europe ;  but  the  death 
of  that  prince,  who  was  affaffinated  by  one  of 
his  officers,  faved  the  Ottomans  from  a  double 
aggreffion. 

Catharine  was  more  fucccfsful  in  the  mcafurcs 
Ihe  took  for  fecuring  peace.  The  divifions 
which  haraffed  Germany  on  account  of  the  fuc- 
ccffion  of  Bavaria,  and  the  war  which  had  jufl: 
broke  out  between  England  and  France,  left  no 

leifure 
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leifure  to  thofc  powers  to  take  any  great  concern 
in  the  contefts  between  the  Turks  and  the 
Ruffians,  Even  thofc  who  had  induced  the 
former  to  take  up  arms^  advifed  them  to  lay 
them  down^  defirous  that  Ruflia  (hould  be  at 
liberty  to  make  common  caufe  with  them. 

In  the  mean  time  the  divan  continued  (till 
undetermined.  The  people  of  Conftantinoplc 
•called  out  for  war;  they  even  broke  out  in 
murmurs  againft  the  capudan  palha  for  return- 
ing to  the  fea  of  Marmara  without  having  fought 
the  Ruffians. 

The  ruffian  minifter  StafchiefF  was  attacked 
on  th*  road  not  far  from  Conflanrinople  by  two 
galiongis  or  turkifh  failors^  with  the  intent  to  kill 
him.  The  capudan  palha  caufed  them  to  be 
feized  and  flrangled  on  the  fpot:  but  their  horrid 
attempt  was  a  fufHcient  indication  of  the  difpo^ 
fitions  of  the  multitude. 

The  Turks  could  not  eafily  prevail  on  them- 
felves'to  pardon  Ruffia  for  her  fuccefTcs  and  her 
invafionSj  as  inceffantly  recalling  to  their  mind 
their  multiplied  defeats  and  the  humiliating 
peace  they  had  been  forced  to  fign.  They 
could  not  behold  with  complacency  the  Ruffians 
almoft  entirely  matters  of  the  Euxine^  difplaying 
their  flag  even  under  the  walls  of  Conftantinoplc, 
and  extending  their  flourifhing  comiP**"*^  frftm 
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iea  to  itt.  The  independence  of  the  Krimea 
w«s  a  rubje6t  of  griff:  its  fubjugation  to  the 
Ruf&an^  exceeded  their  patience. 

Some  other  differences  had  arifen  between  the 
court  of  Peterfburg  and  the  Ottoman  Porte* 
By  the.  laft  treaty  of  peace  the  RufUans  had 
obtained  (everal  privileges  for  the  greek  chrift* 
ians  difperfed  in  great  numbers  throughout  the 
cxtenfive  countries  of  Moldavia  and  Vallakhia* 
From  that  period  ieveral  inhabitants  of  the 
oppofue  (hore  of  the  Danube^  who  profefled  the 
greek  religion^  abandoned  their  country  to  go 
over  into  the  provinces  where  toleration  pre* 
vailed*  All  thefe  chriftians  were  far  xpore  at^ 
tached  to  the  power  to  which  they  were  indebted 
for  the  new  advantages  they  enjoyedj  th^n  t9 
that  by  which  they  had  fo  Ipng  been  opprefied. 
Ruflda  was  aiming  at  more :  fhe  was  iecretly 
praftifing  means  for  rendering  them  entirely 
independent  on  the  Porte  j  and  for  carrying  that 
point  (he  began  by  infixing  that  the  princes  or 
governors  *  of  Molciavia  and  Vailakhia  ihpuld 
not  be  liable  to  be  depofed  on  any  pretence 
whatever. 

This  affranchifemcnt  appeared  no  lefs  unjuft 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Turks,  than  the  ccffion  of  the 

*  They  bear  the  title  of  dcfpots. 

Krimea« 
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KriiMa.  However,  the  firft  meafures  taken  by 
the  ambaflador  of  France  had  not  been  widiout 
^ffc6t.  Thofe  which  followed  were  attended  by 
(till  greater  fuccefs.  He  prevailed  on  the  divan 
to  releafe  feveral  ruffian  veJdels^  which,  for  more 
than  a  year,  had  been  detained  in  the  turkifii 
harbours  i  and  not  long  afterwards  a  new  treaty 
was  figned*  by  his  mediation. 

1779.  In  purfuancc  of  this  treaty,  the  Ruf-- 
fians  defifted  from  fome  of  their  exaggerated 
claims  in  regard  to  the  provinces  of  Moldavia 
and  Vallakhia,  as  well  as  of  the  Krimea,  which 
diey  promifed  to  evacuate.  The  Porte  granted 
thofe  of  its  fubjcfts  who  profeffcd  the  greek,  reli- 
gion the  privileges  to  which  they  laid  claim.  It 
acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  Krimea, 
and  die  fovereignty  ofkhan  Sahim-Gueray,  and 
ftiU  farther  enlarged  the  privilege  that  had 
already  been  granted  the  Ruffians  to  navigate 
die  ottoman  feas* 

The  zeal  Ihewn  by  the  french  ambaflador  to 
accelerate  the  fignature  of  this  treaty  was  founded 
on  the  wi(hes  of  his  court  to  deprive  Great 
Briuin  of  the  fupport  it  derived  from  Ruflia. 
The  attempt  was  crowned  with  fucccfs.    The 

•  The  aift  of  March  1779. 

clofe 
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cIo(e  alliance  that  had  fb  long  fubllilcd  between 
London  and  Peterfburg^  if  not  broke  ofF>  was 
at  Icaft  greatly  weakened  -,  and  the  French  were 
iecure  from  feeing  in  arms  againd  them  a  power 
which  flood  indebted  to  them  for  its  peace. 

Catharine  was  (b  fatisficd  with  this  peace^  that 
fhc  fent  magniBcent  prcfents  both  to  her  minifter 
at  Conftantinople  and  to  the  ambaflador  of 
France*:  the  former  of  whom  alfi>  pre&nted 
to  the  grand  fignor  and  the  favourite  fultana 
jewels  to  the  amount  of  300,000  rubles  in  value. 
The  grand  vizir  and  the  principal  members  of 
the  divan  were  likcwife  fevourcd    with   tcfti- 

*  The  nifllan  minifter  StafchiefF  received  a  property  in 
land»  on  which  were   looo  peafants*     M.  dc  Saint-Prieft 
was  decorated  with  the  order  of  St.  Andrew,  with  the  flar 
of  it  compofed  of  diamonds.     The  emprefs  alfo  fent  htm 
her  portrait  fct  with  bnlliants,  as  well  as  fome  remarkably 
fine  furs,  and  a  fuperb  folitaire  for  madame  de  Saint-Prieft  : 
the  whole  together  valued  at  50,000  rubles,     M.  de  Saint- 
Prieil  received,  befides,  three  bills  of  exchange  of  at  leaft 
5000  rubles  each,  and  has  fince  had  a  pcnfion  fettled  on 
him  of  6000  rubles.     Being  at  Stockholm  at  the  commence* 
ment  of  1792,  he  put  an  advertifement  in  the  gazette,  fig* 
nifying,  that  he  had  diamonds  to  difpofe  of  to  the  amount 
of  14,000  rix-doUars.     Upon  this  there  appeared  bills  fluck 
wp  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  announcing: — "  Political 
**  forfeits  to  be  fold,  to  the  value  of  14,000  rix-dollars.    To 
•*  inquire  of  the  count  de  Saint-Prieft,"— »He  is  now  priroc*» 
minifter  to  Louis  XVIII.  at  Mittau. 

9  monies 
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monies  of  her  munificence  and  that  of  Potem* 
kin*. 

Great  reafon  the  emprefs  undoubtedly  had  to 
congratulate  herfelf  on  a  treaty  which  left  her  at 
liberty  to  indulge^  without  fighting,  her  ever- 
increafing  views  of  invafion,  and  in  her  fchemes 
of  extending  the  commerce  of  her  vaft  domi- 
nions!    The  inequality  of  climate,  thedcfcdtof 
population,  and  the  unproduflivenefs  of  a  part 
of  the  foil,  are  no  impediments  to  the  imrhenfe 
refources  afforded  by  thefe  countries  to  com- 
merce.    Situated  in  Europe  and  in  Afia,  the 
Ruffians  may  eafily  traffic  with  all  the  world. 
The  Calpian  ferves  them  as  a  communication 
with  Perfia  and  India  i  the  fea  of  Azoff  and 
the  Euxine  open  to  them  a  channel  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  produflions  of  the  north  into  the 
Mediterranean,  and  for  bringing  to  the  north  thofe 
of  the  Levant  s  Kamtchatka  on  one  fide  offers 
them  a  way  to  America,  and  on  the  other  to 
China  and  Japan :   in  a  word>  the  White  Sea 
and    the  Baltic  afford  them  a  correfpondence 
with  moft  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  to  which 
their  commerce  is  become  indifpenfable. 

^  Potemkin,  who  had  lately  been  created  prince  of  the 
holy  roman  empire,  wrote  a  letter  of  thanks  to  M.  de  Saint* 
Prieft,  and  another  to  the  grand  vizir,  to  whom  he  alfo  ient 
a  watch  fet  with  diamopdi* 

VOL.  II.  n  Free 
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Free  to  navigate  fo  many  fcas,  and  domi-* 
natrix  of  fome,  Catharine  could  not  endure  that 
any  other  power  fhould  pretend  to  a  right  of 
mattery  in  them  j  and  one  of  the  caufcs  that 
contributed  to  detach  her  from  the  £ngli(h 
was,  the  jcaloufy  they  raifcd  in  her  breaft,  by 
attempting  to  force  from  every  power  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  fuperiority  of  their  flag. 

Nevcrthelefs  the  commerce  with  the  Englifh 
was  too  advantageous  to  the  emprefs,  to  admit 
of  her  confenting  to  lofe  it.  While  (he  refufed 
them  afliftance,  ftie  was  opprefllng  them  with 
civilicies.  While  (lie  calmly  looked  on  as  they 
were  lofing  a  part  of  their  colonies,  (he  invited 
them  to  come  and  fetch  from  her  ports,  the 
products  they  could  no  longer  obtain  from  the 
continent  of  America  j  and  was  delighted  to  fee 
their  veffcls  arrive  at  Archangel  in  greater  num- 
bers from  year  to  year. 

She  welcomed,  at  the  fame  time,  the  ame- 
rican  fhips  5  and  in  oppofition  to  the  foUicit- 
ations  of  the  bricifli  minifter,  Ihe  granted  them 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Baltic. 

A  few  years  before  *,  (he  had  concluded 
with  the  court  of  Verfailles,  a  treaty  in  virtue 
whereof  a  frcnch  fadory  was  to  be  eftablilhcd 

*  In  1766,  the  marquis  de  Beauffct  was  at  that  time 
minillcr  from  France  to  St.  Pctcrfburg. 

at 
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at  Archangel  J  but  the  French,  whofe  com^. 
mercial  views  were  dirc<?lcd  almofl:  entirely 
towards  the  Antilles,  derived  no  advantage  from 
that  permiffion.  In  time  they  perhaps  may 
learn,  that  the  commerce  of  the  north,  left 
deftruflive  than  that  of  the  burning  'climes^ 
makes  them  lucrative  offers,  if  not  fo  brilliant, 
at  Icaft  on  terms  more  equal  and  more  furc. 

We  have  paffed  over  a  great  number  of  ban- 
quets and  grand  entertainments  given  by  the 
cmprefs  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  and  the 
foregoing  years )  a5  well  as  fomc  other  events 
of  inferior  moment  to  thofe  that  have  been  de- 
fcribedi  We  arc  ftill  in  time  to  mention  a  few 
of  them* 

The  anniverfary  of  the  acceffion  of  the  em* 
prefs  to  the  throne,  and  the  birth-day  of  the 
grand  duke*,  were  celebrated  with  extraordinary 
magnificence;  and  fignalifed  by  a  numerous 
promotion  of  general  officers. 

Catharine  alfo  celebrated,  with  pomp,  the 
feveral  feftivals  of  her  orders  of  chivalry ;  and 
Confented  todifcharge  thefundlions  offovercign 
of  the  order  of  the  Bath,  by  conferring  the 
badges  of  that  order  on  fir  James  Harris  f,  to 
whom  they  had  been  fcnt  by  the  britilh  mo- 
narch, 

*  The  9th  July.  f  Now  Igrd  Malmcfbury. 

1 1  2  After 
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After  having  ftruck  him  on  the  Ihouldcr  with 
a  fword  richly  fct  with  diamonds,  and  having 
laid,  conformably  with  the  ftatutcs  of  the  order  i 
— "  Au  nom  de  Dicu,  foyez  bon  ct  loyal 
**  chevalier," — (he  prcfentcd  him  with  the 
fword,  addrcffing  him  in  thefe  words :— "  Four 
<^  vous  temoigner  combien  je  fws  contente  de 
"  vous,  jc  vous  feis  prcfent  de  Tcpcc  avcc 
*^  laquelle  je  vous  ai  imprimc  Ic  caradere  de 
««  chevalier*." 

Some  few  days  before  fi  the  emprefs  had 
given  a  grand  entertainment  in  honour  of  the 
fea-fight  at  Tfchcfme,  and  the  burning  of  the 
turkifh  fleet.  On  this  occafion  a  fuperb  maique-* 
rade  and  fuppcr  were  given  in  the  fummer* 
gardens  j; }  at  which  the  company  remained  till 
very  late  in  the  enfuing  morning. 

During 

*  **  In  the  name  of  God,  be  a  good  and  loyal  knight.^ 
— "  To  tcilify  how  well  I  am  fatisfied  with  you,  I  make  you 
•*  a  prcfent  of  the  fword  with  which  I  have  ftamped  you 
•*  with  the  order  of  knighthood.''  Precifely  the  fame 
ceremony  was  obferved  at  the  knighting  of  iir  Charles 
Whitworth  in  1 795. 

t  On  the  feaft  of  St.  John. 

%  This  fmgiilar  denomination  feems  not,  |i»  fome  hare 
fuppofed,  to  have  been  adopted  from  the  cool  and  (hady 
walks,  or  in  contradiftindlion  to  the  winter-garden  at  the 
palace ;  but  probably  it  was  formerly  called  the  garden  of 

the 
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During  the  reign  of  Catharinej   the  riches 
and  fplendor  of  the  ruflian  court  furpa0ed  the 

powers 


the  fummer-palacey  from  whence  by  corruption  it  has  got 
its  prefent  name*  It  properly  belonged  to  the  imperial 
fummer-palaccy  which  was  a  large  wooden  pOc  of  buildings 
and  has  be^n  entirely  taken  down  by  the  emperor  Faal»  hay- 
ing long  been  unworthy  of  its  appellation,  but  was  at  timet 
frequented  by  Catharine  for  a  few  days,  on  removing  earlier 
thac  ufual  from  her  fvmmer-retreat  at  Tzarfko-ftlo.  Thf 
gardens,  which  are  now  entirely  devoted  to  the  ufe  of  thf 
public,  are  not  indeed  very  fpacious ;  but  notvithftanding 
the  uniformity  of  the  dutch  tafte  in  which  they  are  laid  out« 
they  contain  fome  interefting  parts.  The  beautiful  Walks, 
(haded  by  old  venerable  lime  and  linden-trees,  afford  aa 
agreeable  refuge  from  the  oppreiBve  heats  of  the  long  furn- 
mer  days,  and  fuch  a  glorious  view  of  the  Neva  as  perhapt 
is  not  to  be  matched  in  the  mod  fplendid  towns  of  Europe. 
The  eye  of  the  connolfleur  is  likewife  not  without  its  grati- 
fication. Some  of  the  principal  walks  have  flatues  of 
marble  and  akbafler  at  proper  intervals  along  the  fides, 
brought  from  Italy  in  fome  of  the  former  reigns.  But  the 
fineft  pieces  of  art  are  contained  in  a  g^rotto,  which  now  only 
fpeaks  its  antient  magnificence  by  its  ruins.  Facing  this 
.  grotto  are  two  (tatues  by  Conradini :  Religion  and  Faith,  to 
which  the  judges  of  the  art  affign  an  honourable  place  among 
the  cunofities  of  the  refidence.  They  are  female  figures  in 
wet  drapery,  with  their  faces  veiled ;  and  the  noble  ideal  ^ 
form  juft  appearing  through  the  marble  vefture,  fills  the  be* 
holder  with  the  more  charming  amazement  as  his  imagina- 
tion completes  the  forms,  which  in  the  reprefentation  are 
enly  as  it   were  fuggefted,  by  a  ftandard  not  attainable 

1.1  J  in 
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powers  of  dcfcription :  it  united  the  profufion 
of  afiatic  pomp  with  the  ingenious  invention  of 
europcan  luxury.  On  court-days,  and  more 
particularJy  on  fcftivals,  a  very  great  multitude 
of  pcrfonages  furrounded  the  emprcfs,  fomc  go- 
ing before,  and  fome  following  her  j  whofc  rich 
and  fparkling  clothes  were  covered  with  a  pro* 
digality  of  precious  ftones.     This  produced  an 


in  reality.  Thefe  excellent  pieces  and  other  choice  pro- 
ductions of  the  italian  chifel  feem  here,  with  the  g^tto»  to 
be  configned  to  ohiivion  and  the  admiration  of  fpedUtow  of 
taflc.  Not  fo  another  ilatuc>  which  obtruded  itfelf  upon  the 
view  in  the  principal  walk  :  Luxury,  reprefentcd  by  a  female 
without  any  drapery,  (landing  in  a  bold  attitude,  and 
which,  playing  the  wanton,  with  alluring  fmiles,  may  be 
farther  defcribed,  as  the  porcupine  has  been  by  the  poet; 

Sefe  jaculus,  fcfe  arcus,  fcfeque  pharetra. 

Thefe  gardens  are  always  much  frequented  during  the  fum* 
mer,  by  all  whofe  bufincfs  or  inchnation  keeps  them  ia 
town.  But  their  mod  brilliant  days  are  at  Whitfuntidc, 
when  all  people  of  fafhion  and  the  public  in  general  make  it 
a  fort  of  duty  to  aflcmble  in  them.  At  this  feafon  perfons 
of  quality  of  both  fexes  even  forfake  their  country  feats,  to 
figure  in  the  grand  allec  of  the  fummer-gardens,  where 
all  are  drtflcd  as  at  the  opera  andchapeau  has.  Thofe  who 
do  not  choofc  to  appear  in  the  height  of  the  fafhion,  con- 
fine thcmfelves  to  the  fidc-walks.  The  granite  column? 
p  id  iron  work  erc«5lcd  by  Catharine  the  fecond  at  the  entrance 
to  thefe  garden^',  are  a  monument  of  her  tafle,  and  ^t 
prffcpt  has  not  its  equal  in  the  world. 


'.« 
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cfFcft,  of  which  the  brilliancy  of  other  courts 
can  only  give  a  faint  idea. 

The  court- drefs  for  the  men,  was  a  coat 
i  lafratjfoi/e ;  and  for  the  ladies,  a  gown  and 
whale- bone  boddiccj  the  former  with  long 
fleeves,  and  a  fhort  train,  of  a  different  colour 
from  the  boddice.  The  ladies,  in  general, 
drcfled  according  to  the  prevailing  modes  at 
Paris.  Among  the  difplays  of  luxury  exhibited 
by  the  ruffian  nobility,  nothing  is  more  ftriking 
to  foreigners,  than  that  vaft  quantify  of  dia-- 
monds  and  precious  ftones  of  which  we  have 
juft  fpokcnj  and  the  rather  as  in  the  other 
countries  of  Europe  diamonds  and  jewels  arc 
peculiarly  appropriated  to  the  (lately  appearance 
of  ladies.  Here  men  and  women  feemed  to 
have  challenged  one  another  who  fhould  be 
moft  loaded  with  diamonds.  This  expreffion 
is  not  exaggerated  j  for  numbers  of  the  prin- 
cipal people  of  fafliion  were  almoft  covered 
with  them:  their  buttons,  their  buckles,  the 
fcabbards  of  their  fwords,  their  epaulets,  con* 
fiftcd  of  diamonds;  .and  many  perfons  even 
wore  a  triple  row  of  precious  ftones  round  the 
border  of  their  hat.  This  paffion  for  jewels 
had  even  defcended  to  the  rank  of  private 
individuals,  who  are  fond  of  aping  the  great ; 
and  yet,  after  all,  are  but  common  people :  in 
114  thi9 
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this  clafs  of  perfons  were  families  who  pofleflfed 
as  many  diamonds  as  the  nobles.  The  wife  of  a 
rufSan  burgher  would  bring  her  unhappy  huf- 
band  to  niin^  only  that  flie  might  make  her 
appearance  with  a  head-drefs  or  girdle  of  peark 
or  precious  ftones^  to  the  value  of  fome  thoufaixi 
rubles. 

On  the  grand  ceremonial  days,  it  was  the 
cuftom  of  the  emprcfs  to  dine  in  puWic.  On 
thefe  occafions  fhe  ufually  wore  a  diamond- 
crown  of  immenfe  value ;  the  ribbons  of  St. 
Andrew  and  of  St.  George  both  over  one  fhouU 
dcr,  with  the  collars  of  St.  Alexander  Nefsky, 
St.  Catharine,  and  St.  Vladimir,  and  two  ftarsj 
one  above  the  other,  on  her  breaft  ;  as  grand-- 
matter  of  the  two  Brft-mentioned  orders :  with 
all  which,  it  may  well  be  imagined,  the  emprcfs 
made  a  fhining  appearance.  The  courtiers 
followed  the  example  of  the  fovercignj  and  ic 
may  be  fafely  affirmed,  that  no  court  in  Eu- 
rope, that  of  Spain  not  excepted,  was  equally 
brilliant. 

From  Ae  mention  of  thefe  decorations  it  is 
fcen,  that  in  Ruffia  there  are  five  orders  of 
chivalry ;  St.  Andrew,  St.  Catharine,  St.  Alex- 
ander Nefslcy,  and  St.  Vladimir.  To  thefe 
muft  be  added,  the  order  of  St.  Anne  of  Hoi- 
ftcirt  i  which,  however,  the  emprcft  never  con- 
ferred. 
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fcrrcd,  leaving  that  prerogative  to  the  grand 
duke  as  duke  of  Holftcin.  The  three  firft 
were  mftituted  by  Peter  the  great:  the  order 
of  St.  Andrew,  in  1698,  in  order  to  animate 
the  nobility,  in  his  war  againft  the  Turks; 
choofing  that  faint  as  patron  of  the  order^  from 
the  ruffian  tradition,  that  St.  Andrew  introduced 
chriftianity  among  them.  The  knights  of  this 
order,  among  whom  were  the  kbgs  bf  Sweden 
and  Poland,  wear  the  figure  of  the  faint  on  an 
enamelled  cro6,  formed  by  the  imperial  eagle : 
at  the  corners  of  the  crols  are  the  four  letters, 
S.  A.  P.  R.  Sanftus^  Andreas  Patronus  Ruffis; 
and  in  the  middle  an  A.  the  initial  of  the  em- 
prefs  Anne,  who  framed  the  ftatutes  and  affigned 
the  habit  of  the  order.  The  feaft  is  held  on 
the  30th  of  November.  In  1790  it  had  63 
knights. 

The  order  of  St.  Catharine  was  inftituted  in 
1714,  in  memory  of  the  affiftance  received  by 
Peter  I.  from  his  confort,  in  the  camp  on  the 
Pruth.  Thofe  writers  who  pretend  that  this 
order  is  worn  by  both  (exes,  are  miftaken :  it  is 
beftowed  only  on  ladies  i  and  among  them  are 
fevcral  of  diftinguifhed  ftadon  in  Germany. 
They  wear  a  narrow  red  ribbon,  edged  with 
rUvtrj  to  which  the  figure  of  the  faint  is  fiiT- 
4  pended. 


490  LIFE   OF  THE  [l779« 

pcndcd^  fet  with  diamonds^  and  a  filvcr  ftar 
of  eight  points,  on  the  left  breaft,  with  the  in- 
fcription,  Amore  et  fidelitate.  In  1790  their 
number  was  25* 

The  order  of  St,  Alexander  Ncfsky  was  in- 
ftituted  by  Catharine  I.  in  1725.  The  badge 
is  a  golden  eight-pointed  ftar,  enamelled  with 
red,  with  the  figure  of  St.  Alexander  in  armour^ 
on  horfcback.  At  the  four  corners  of  the  croli 
are  as  many  gold  fpread- eagles,  crowned.  A 
broad,  deep  red,  watered  ribbon  is  worn  over 
the  left  ihoulder;  the  motto  is  in  ruflian  cha- 
racters, which  fignifv,  For  labour  and patriotifm^ 
The  fcaft  is  held  on  the  30th  of  Auguft.  The 
monarch,  as  grand-mafter,  and  the  knights, 
attend  mafs  at  the  Kafan  church,  at  1 1  o'clock, 
from  whence  they  go  a  pilgrimage  on  foot,  to 
the  monaftery  of  the  faint,  fituate  at  the  diftance 
of  three  verfts  5  where,  at  the  filver  (hrine  of 
St.  Alexander,  they  attend  mafs  again,  and  then 
return  to  the  winter-palace,  where  they  partake 
of  a  fumptuous  dinner,  under  a  difcharge  of 
cannon.  The  whole  foot- way,  from  the  Kafan 
church  to  the  Nefsky  monaftery,  is  laid  with 
boards,  covered  with  red  cloth.  However,  for 
feveral  years,  latterly,  the  emprefs  has  gone  the 
evening  before  the  feftival,  to  the  monaftery, 

and 
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and  made  her  devotions,  as  the  knights  do  on 
the  day  of  the  order.  In  the  year  1790  they 
amounted  to  122. 

Catharine  II.  founded  the  two  orders  of  St, 
George  and  St.  Vladimir.  The  former,  in  1769, 
is  a  military  order,  and  divided  into  four  clafles. 
Its  badges  are  a  black  ribbon,  with  a  George 
and  dragon.  Its  holiday  is  the  26th  of  No-- 
vember.  In  1790,  this  order  was  worn,  of  the 
firft  clafs  by  8,  of  the  fecond  by  1 1,  of  the  third 
by  46,  and  of  the  fourth  by  496  knights.  A 
fpecific  number  of  each  clafs  enjoy  penfions,  of 
from  100  to  700  rubles. 

The  order  of  St.  Vladimir  5  or,  as  it  is  in  the 
patents,  of  the  prince  equal  to  an  apoftle  Vla- 
dimir,  was  inftituted  by  her  late  majefty  the 
aid  of  September  1782,  her  20th  coronation- 
day.     Its  chapter  is  held  in  the  church  of  St. 
Sophia.      The   badges,  an  eight-pointed  ftar, 
interchangeably  of  gold  and  filver,  having  a  red 
area,  bearing  a  crofs,  with  the  ruffian  letters, 
C.  P.  K.  B.    Sv^tago   Ravnoapoftelnago  Knaja 
Vladimira^  i.  e.    the    holy    apoftle-likc   prince 
Vladimir.     Round  it  the  words :  Poljay  %fcbeft 
i  Slavay  Utility,  Honour,  and  Fame :  with  a 
ribbon  of  two  black  and  one  red  flripes.     The 
number  of  knights  in  1790  was  716. 

The 
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The  holftein  order  of  St.  Aimt,  founded  by 
Charles  Frederic  duke  of  Hcrfftein,  in  i735>  in 
honour  of  his  confort  the  rufllan  princefi  Anna^ 
has  for  its  badge  a  red  enamelled  crofs,  having  on 
.  one  fide  the  figure  of  St.  Anne^  on  the  other  the 
lettersj  A.  I.  P.  F.  Amantibusjuftitiam^  Pietatemp 
Fidem^  fufpended  to  a  broad  red  ribbon,  edged 
with  yellow,  worn  over  the  right  Ihoulder,  with 
an  embroidered  ftar  on  the  breaft.  In  1790  it 
wa3  worn  by  a  1 4  knights. 

The  number  of  knights  therefore,  of  all  the 
fix  ruflian  orders,  at  the  beginning  of  1790^ 
was  1487. 

Befides  thefe,  there  were  ladies  of  the  portrait, 
who  wore  the  miniature  of  the  emprcfs,  fet  with 
diamonds. 

During  the  winter,  the  emprefs  gave  mafque- 
rades  at  the  palace,  to  which  peribns  of  all 
ranks  might  come.  Sometimes  the  number  of 
tickets  given  out  was  8ooo.  On  hearing  this, 
it  might  be  fuppofed  that  the  crowd  would  be 
uncommonly  great ;  but  that  was  not  the  cafe  %, 
twenty  magniBcenc  halls,  fplendidly  illuminated, 
afforded  fufficient  room  to  all  this  multitude. 
In  the  middle  of  one  of  thcfe  fpacious  apartments 
was  an  inclofure,  made  by  a  low  baluftrade,  more 
adorned  than  ail  the  reft :  this  was  appropriated 
to  the  nobility  and  the  motley*coloured  group 

of 
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of  cotirttcrs*  One  elegant  room^  called  the. 
Apollo^  able  to  conuin  a  confiderably  greater 
number  of  people  than  the  great  room  at  Rane« 
laghj  and  of  an  oval  forEn>  was  appropriated  to 
thole  burghers  who  had  not  been  prcfented  a€ 
court :  in  anotherj  where  tea  and  other  refrefh- 
ments  were  ferved,  were  card-tables,  at  which 
all  perfons  might  fit  down  without  ceremony. 
Every  one  was  at  liberty  to  keep  on  his  maik  or 
to  lay  it  afide.  The  nobility  univerlally  wore 
dominos. 

The  Ruffians  of  the  inferior  claflfes  at  thelc 
balls  wore  the  ufual  drelles  of  their  refpe&ive 
provinces  s  only  (bmewhae  more  decorated  thaa 
common.  Thefe  various  habits,  fome  of  which 
were  extremely  fingular,  produced  a  greater 
diverfitf^of  figures,  than  ever  the  richcft  imagin- 
ation invented  in  the  mafquerades  of  other  coun- 
tries. Yet  here  were  never  feen  fuch  groups  of 
mafqueraders  as  are  met  with  in  Italy,  Spain, 
and  Conftantinople ;  where  one  company,  for 
example,  reprefents  a  village-wedding,  or  a 
paflage  from  the  national  hiftory,  or  a  dramatical 
piece  of  fadre  aimed  at  fome  particular  perfon 
of  the  court.  Her  majefty  appeared  commonly 
at  thefe  balls,  as  on  the  other  occafions  already 
mentioned,  at  about  feven  in  the  evening,  and 
reared  at  about  eleven. 

But, 
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But,  to  proceed  with  our  hiftory.  Catharinri 
who  now  thought  herfclf  at  the  eve  of  a  new 
war  with  the  Turks,  was  defirous  of  animating 
by  her  pre  fence  the  zeal  of  her  mariners.  Ac-  - 
cordingly,  embarking  in  a  yacht  at  PeterhoflFi 
ihe  went  on  board  the  fquadron  then  cruifing  be« 
twccn  Cronftadt  and  Krafna-gorca. 
•  Admiral  Barfch,  who  commanded  this  fqua- 
dron, as  well  as  his  officers,  received  feveral 
marks  of  the  monarch's  approbation. 

A  great  part  of  the  city  of  Tver  being  con-* 
fumed  by  fire,  the  empr^fs  immediately  granted 
to  the  inhabitants  whofe  houfes  were  burnt,  a 
relief  of  lOOjOOO  rubles. 

Peterfburg,  at  this  time,  experienced  a  dif* 

after  which  the  bounty  of  the  fovereign  could 

not  repair.     One  of  the  farmers  of  the  brandy* 

.  duties  *,  who  had  made  an  immenfe  fortune  by 

his 

•  A  german  author  gives  the  following  mformation  con« 
ccming  the  immenfe  confumption  of  fpirituous  liquors  in 
the  north.  The  diftillery  forms  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
intenial  commerce  and  of  the  revenues  of  Ruflia.— Thefc 
fpirituous  liquors  are  diftinguifhed  into  three  forts;  that 
diflllled  from  corn,  that  of  Dantzick,  and  thofe  of  France 
and  Spain.  The  common  people  of  Ruflia  ufe  only  the  firft 
fort.  All  the  nobles  have  the  right  to  dillil  it :  but  they 
may  not  fell  it.  The  emprefs  refcrved  that  privilege  to 
herfelf.  The  confumption  of  this  brandy  amounts  to  la 
millions  of  vedrocs  per  annum.    The  government  ought  to 

gain. 
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his  contraft,  propofcd  to  give  a  fcaft  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city,  in  tcftimony  of  his 
gratitude  to  thofe  who  had  contributed  to  en- 
rich him.  The  viftuals,  the  beer,  the  brandy, 
which  he  caufcd  to  be  ferved,  coft  him  20,000 
rubles.  The  populace  flocked  in  crowds  to  the 
place  adjoining  to  the  fummer-gardens,  where 
he  gave  this  enormous  rcpaft ;  and,  in  fpite  of 
the  precautions  that  had  been  taken,  difturbances 
foon  arofe  among  this  motley  throng  of  gucfts. 
The  contentions  firft  began  about  the  places  and 
the  better  kinds  of  provifion  fpread  upon  the 
board ;  from  ftrugglcs  and  noife  they  proceeded 


^in,  upon  the  fale  of  this  quantity,  24  millions  of  rubles  ; 
whereas  it  really  gains  only  five  ;  that  is  to  fay,  three  arifing 
from  the  governments  of  Peterfburg  and  Mofco,  and  two 
&om  Siberia  and  the  other  provinces ;  the  furplus  of  the  profit 
being  detained  by  the  fraudulent  contradors. — Foreigners, 
and  the  nobility,  confume  only  the  brandy  of  Dantzick, 
and  thofe  of  France  and  Spain,  which  are  preferred.  The 
purchafe-money  of  the  contradl  of  this  latter,  which  ex- 
pired in  1774,  amounted  to  116,000  rubles.  The  profit 
on  it  to  the  farmers  was  760,000  rubles.  Their  privilege 
allowed  them  to  import  it  only  in  ankers  :  but,  inflead  of 
brandy,  they  procured  fpirits  of  wine,  which  they  mixed 
with  water.  They  moreover  engaged  merchants  to  import 
brandy  ;  and  the  importation-dues  which  they  received  have 
often  arifeo  to  200,000  rubles. 

to 
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to  blows.  Several  perfons  were  killed  j  others 
became  fo  intoxicated^  that  they  fell  afleep  ia 
the  ftrcets,  and  periflied  by  the  feverity  of  the 
firoft.  The  number  of  people  who  loft  their 
lives  amounted  in  all  to  at  lead  500. 

Catharine^  amidft  the  military  and  political 
cares  that  crowded  on  her  mind,  always  found 
time   for    peaceful    inftitutions  and   plcafures* 
That  the  emprefs  was  even  an  authored  is  well 
known.     She  ibmedmes  took  up  the  pen ;  but 
it  was  always  to  inftruft  and  to  improve.     Her 
"  Inftrufiion  for  the  code  of  laws/'   on  which 
fuch  general  praife  has  fo  juftly  been  beftowed^ 
the  generality  of  her  ordinances,  manifeftos,  &c. 
were  all,  during  the  whole  of  her  long  reign, 
compofed  and  drawn  up  by  herfclf.    Amidft  the 
perplexities  of  a  thoufand  different  affairs,  flic 
threw  her  thoughts  upon  paper  with  great  fa- 
cility ;  for  her  mind  was  ever  cheerful  and  even : 
witncfs  her  printed  letters  in  fcveral  languages. 
One  great  aim  of  illumination  (he  promoted  by 
her  comedies,  in  which  fanaticifm,  fuperftition, 
and  cnthufiafm  were  properly  attacked,    both 
with  fcrioulhefs  and  ridicule,     Happy  the  coun- 
try where  reafon  has  the  voice  of  the  monarch 
on  her  fide  !     One  word  from  fuch  lips  is  of 
aiorc  confcqucncc  than  the  moft  folid  demon^ 

ftrations^ 
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ftracions  i  which  folly,  after  all,  cannot  compre- 
hend, and  to  which  vanity  will  never  hearken. 

But  there  were  other  amufemcnts  to  which 
Catharine  remained  ever  attached.  Though  (he 
frequently  changed  her  lover,  her  difpofition  to 
love  was  always  uniform.  The  fervian  Zoritch 
had  fixed  it  for  a  twelvemonth,  in  which  time 
he  had  received  confiderablc  prefents,  and  the 
rank  of  major  general.  Potemkin  was  neither 
jealous  of  the  fortune  nor  the  favours  enjoyed  by 
Zoritch.  On  the  contrary,  he  gave  him  hU 
fupport,  fearing  left  his  place  might  be  filled  by 
fome  more  dangerous  man.  Catharine  herfelf 
feemed  daily  more  fatisfied  with  her  favourite. 
But  all  at  once  fhe  gave  him  orders  to  quit  the 
court. 

Zoritch  immediately  ran  and  complained  to 
Potemkin  i  who  had  the  affurance  to  afk  the 
cmprefs  for  what  reafon  (he  had  difcarded  her 
humble  friend  ?— "  I  was  fond  of  him  ycfter-* 
*«  day,  and  to-day  I  am  not,"  replied  the  em- 
prefs.  "  Perhaps,  if  he  were  fomewhat  more 
«'  informed,  I  might  love  him  ftill.  But  his 
<^  ignorance  puts  me  to  the  blufh.  He  can 
"  fpeak  no  other  language  than  rufs.  Let  him 
««  travel  into  France  and  England  to  learn 
'*  foreign  languages/' 

VOL.  II.  K  K  Potemkin 
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Potcmkin  rcfpcftcd  the  caprice  of  the  fovc- 
rcign.     Zoritch  fct  out  for  France  *• 

The  fame  day  Potemkin,  bufy  in  looking  out 
for  a  fucccflbr  to  Zoritch,  and  going  to  pafs  the 
evening  at  the  hermitage,  perceived  with  afto- 
nifhment  behind  the  chair  of  Catharine  a  cham* 
berlain  of  whom  he  had  not  the  lead  knowledge. 
It  was  Rimfky  Korzakoff.  From  the  humble 
rank  of  a  fcrjeant  of  the  guards,  Korzakoff  had 
been  fuddenly  raifed  to  that  of  aid-de-camp* 
general  to  the  emprefs,  and  honoured  with  all 
ihofc  marks  of  bounty  which  the  generofity  of 
that  prince fs  ufually  conferred  on  her  favourites. 

Korzakoff  was  endowed  with  a  handfome 
figure,  and  was  of  a  very  elegant  ftature  -,  but 
having  neither  talents  nor  attainments,  he  was 
no  more  capable  that  Zoritch  of  making  attacks 
on  the  influence  and  authority  of  prince  Potem- 
kin. One  fingle  faft  will  fuffice  to  delineate  his 
charafter.  As  foon  as  he  had  obtained  the  place 
of  favourite,  he  thought  that  a  man  like  him, 
among  the  other  arrangements  in  his  houfe, 
ought    neccfTarily   to   provide   himfelf  with    a 

*  Zontch  fpcnt  fome  time  at  Paris,  m  the  hotel  of 
M.  Simolin,  the  ruffian  ambafTddor.  At  prcfent  he  Hves  at 
SchklofF,  a  fmall  town  in  the  government  of  Mohilef  in 
White  Ruflia,  on  the  Dnieper  ;  where  he  has  a  theatre,  and 
lives  at  an  enormous  expencc.  With  an  annual  income  of 
200,000  rubles,  he  is  conftantly  plagued  by  the  importunitj 
of  creditors. 

library. 
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library.  Accordingly,  he  fcnt  for.  the  principal 
bookfelicr  of  Peterfburg,  and  told  him  that  he 
wanted  books  to  put  up  in  the  grand  houfe  of 
VaffiltfchikofF,  of  which  the  cmprcfs  had  jufl: 
made  him  a  prcfcnt.  The  bookfcUcr  afkcd  him 
what  books  he  would  pleaie  to  have.  "  You 
"  underftand  that  better  than  I,"  returned  the 
favourite  j  "  that  is  your  bufincfs.  You  know 
*^  the  proper  aflbrtments;  I  have  dcftined  a  large 
"  room  to  receive  them.  Let  there  be  large 
"  books  at  the  bottom,  and  fmaller  and  fmaller 
"  up  to  the  top :  that  is  the  way  they  ftand  ia 
"  the  emprefs's  library  *." 

*  **  But  how  did  you  contnve  to  find  a  fufficient  quan- 
<<  tity  of  the  large  books  for  the  bottom  ranks,  fince  foUos 
*<  are  now  fo  much  out  of  fafhion  ?"  fiaid  a  petfon  who 
happened  to  call  at  Weitbrecht's  fhop,  while  his  counters 
and  floors  were  loaded  witli  the  books  juil  come  from  the 
binder's  for  executing  this  curious  order,  *<  Oh,  I  went  to 
**  my  warehoufe,  and  brought  out  a  number  of  old  german 
**  commentators  on  the  bible,  and  writers  on  jurifprudenccy 
•*  where  they  had  lain  in  quires  ever  fince  they  were  fent  to 
**  my  predeccflbr  for  a  bad  debt  of  a  bankrupt  bookfeller 
<<  at  Leipfik.  There  they  are.  See  how  gay  they  look 
•*  in  their  new  coats.  I  have  only  to  take  care  to  put  up 
**  a  fet  of  Voltaire,  of  RoufTeau,  of  Buffon,  and  other 
<<  fafhionable  french  authors,  in  confpicuous  parts  of  the 
**  library,  to  be  at  hand  in  cafe  fome  inquifitive  vifitor  (hould 
"  alk  for  them  ;  and  as  for  the  reft,  their  elegaut  outfides, 
*^  as  is  common  in  the  world,  muft  be  a  paflport  for  any  de- 
**  ficiency  within.*' 

END  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME, 
X  K  3 
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Substance  of  the  Theatt  heiween  tin  CourU  of  Pitam* 
BURG  and  Berlin,  ratified  the  i$tb  ofjifril  1764. 

By  articles  i  and  t,  a  treaty  of  defenfive  alliasicey  aad  a 
mutual  guarantee,  are  agreed  to,  after  referving  the  Hberiy 
of  concluding  other  treaties  not  contrary  to  the  prefent. 

3—9.  In  cafe  of  a  foreign  attack,  io,cxx>  ini^try  and 
2000  cavalry  are  promifed,  three  months  after  the  firft 
requifition,  to  be  continued  till  a  ceflation  of  hoftilities. 
If  thefe  arc  not  fufficient,  means  to  be  concerted  to  employ 
additional  force.  The  troops  to  be  paid,  and  fumKhed 
with  anununition,  by  the  party  alfifting ;  provifions  and 
quarters  to  be  fumifhed  by  the  aflifted.  The  troops  to  re- 
ceive orders  from  their  own  general,  and  to  have  their  own' 
.  religion  and  laws. 

10.  No  peace,  &c.  to  be  concluded  without  mutual 
confent* 

11.  In  cafe  of  war  on  the  part  of  the  aflifting  party,  It 
(hall  be  exempted  from  fumi(hing  its  quota,  or  (hall  be  at 
liberty  to  withdraw  its  forces,  after  two  months  notiqe« 

1^.    A  free  commerce  between  the  two  ftates. 

1^ «  3  »3f  »4- 
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13, 14.  The  treaty  to  be  in  force  eight  yeart»  and  renew* 
able  before  the  expiration^  according  to  circumftances. 
Ratifications  to  be  exchanged  in  fix  weeks. 

By  a  fecret  article  it  is  engaged  to  maintain  Poland  in 
its  right  of  a  free  eledion,  and  to  prevent  all  hereditary 
.  fucceifion. 


No.  II. 

Memorial  of  the  PortE)  delivered  in  March  1764,  to  tie 
Foreign  Ministers  at  thai  Court,  in  relation  to  tie 
future  EkSion  of  a  King  ^Poland. 

AMICABLE    MEMORIAL. 

NOTICE  has  been  lately  given  to  the  ambafTadors  our 
friends,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  that 
the  ancient  liberties  of  the  court  of  Poland  fhuuld  not  be 
encroached  upon  by  foreign  courts ;  that  the  king  of  Poland, 
who  is  to  be  fct  up,  (hould  be  eledled  and  ellabb'fhed  in  the 
perfon  of  a  native,  as  by  the  concurrence  of  the  republic  of 
Poland ;  and  that  no  foreigner  fhould  be  made  king.  Yet 
advices  received  from  divers  places  import,  that  there  is 
room  to  think,  that  diflurbances  are  raifed  in  Poland  in 
order  to  get  a  perfon  fet  by  force  on  the  polifh  throne,  who 
is  fupported  by  certain  powers.  Though  we  are  not  quite 
perfuaded  of  the  reality  of  thefe  advices,  a  memorial  has 
been  delivered  to  each  of  the  minifters  of  Ruflia,  Germany, 
and  Pruflia,  importing,  that  as  the  Sublime  Porte  takes  it  to 
be  honourable  to  maintain  and  fupport  the  ancient  liberties 
of  the  Poles  ;  and  as  the  fame  Sublime  Porte  does  not  cramp 
the  eledlion  that  ought  to  be  made  of  a  king  in  the  perfon 
pf  a  native  of  the  country  5  the  Sublime  Porte  therefore  de» 

firca, 
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fire«,  that  the  other  powers  will  likewifc  do  honour  to  the 
liberties  of  the  Poles,  and  that  they  will  not  oppofe  the 
election  of  a  king  in  the  perfon  of  fuch  Piaft  (native]  as  the 
Poles  may  judge  eligible.  In  confequence,  this  notice  it 
given  to  the  ambafladors  our  frieodi. 


No.  III. 

Protest  agaltift  the  Polish  Diet  ajanhled  for  the  Ele8ion 
of  a  JGngy  drawn  up  and  Jigntd  the  ^th  May  1764,  by 
twenty  Senatort ;  to  which  Proteft  forty-five  Nuncios  cfUr* 
wards  Jigned  an  AS  of  Adherence, 

I.  THE  diet  cannot  be  held  in  prcfence  of  the  foreign 
troops  that  funround  the  city. 

%.  The  fenators  did  not  engage  the  Ruflians  to  come  \ 
they  gave  no  thanks  for  their  being  fent,  and  have  not  any 
way  given  occafion  for  their  arrival. 

3.  The  Ruffians  have  committed  an  a6l  of  violence  in 
Lithuania,  by  favouring  a  pernicious  confederacy  made  for 
difturbing  the  public  tranquillity. 

4.  It  is  againil  all  juftice,  that  in  the  memorial  of  the 
Ruflian  miniftersy  delivered  to  the  primate  the  4th  inftant, 
the  troops  of  the  crown  are  accufed  of  having  meddled  in 
the  dietines  and  other  public  a^ts. 

5.  It  is  by  the  unjuft  proceedings  of  the  fame  foreign 
troops,  that  the  general  dietine  of  Pruflia  has  proved 
abortive ;  and  this  is  another  motive  for  protei^ing  againft 
this  diet, 

6.  All  good  patriots,  who  Ipve  juilice,  are  invited  to 
unite  for  the  fupport  of  liberty. 

At  the  end  of  this  manifefto  there  is  an  adhefibn  to  the 
protefts  of  the  (enators,  figned  by  forty-five  nunciost 

»K  4 
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No,  IV. 

A  Discourse  addrejfed  hy  4>u  Polish  Majesty  io  ihs 
Prince  Primate  and  the  Marshal  of  the  Dift^  in  tb€ 
Cathedral  of  Wails  aw  9  when  he  received  the  Diploma  of 
Us  EleSion,  and  took  the  Oath  ufual  on  that  Occafioft* 

IT  was  not  my  defign  to  fp^ak  in  public  at  this  time  | 
but)  in  prefeoting  me  with  the  diploma  of  my  election ,  that 
folemn  token  of  the  nation's  love,  you,  Mr.  Marechal»  have 
exhorted  the  fovereign  to  fpeak  to  his  people.  Thefe  word^ 
of  your  difcourfe  obh'ge  me  to  fpeak,  and  to  difcover  the 
feelings  that  pafled  within  me»  when  the  moment  approached 
of  taking  the  oath  by  which  I  have  now  bound  myfelf  ia 
your  prefence.  Nay,  I  am  even  rejoiced  that  I  have  now  an 
occafion  of  (hewing  ybu,  Mr.  Marechal,  together  with  the 
fenators  and  ftates  of  the  republic,  my  real  fenttments,  that 
thus  you  may  judge  whether  my  views,  principles,  and  ac- 
tions, will  in  any  wife  tend  to  fatisfy  your  defires»  and  to 
accomplifh  your  hopes. 

When,  by  united  acclamations,  the  refpeAable  citizens  of 
this  vail  kingdom  deigned  to  confer  upon  their  equal  the  dig. 
nity  of  monarch,  I  bowed  my  head  with  the  moft  profound 
refpeft  in  receiving  this  precious  mark  of  the  favour,  liberty, 
and  unanimity  of  this  great  people. 

After  my  election,  the  impulfe  of  gratitude  led  me  to 
the  fandluary  to  pay  my  homage  to  the  King  of  kings, 
becaufe  it  is  there  that  he  is  more  peculiarly  pleafed  with  the 
tribute  of  mortals.  And  now  that  I  am  again  called  to  the 
fame  fan£luary,  it  appeared  to  me,  while  I  was  approaching 
to  it,  that  I  was  called  before  the  throne  of  him  who 
governs  the  univerfe,  and  prefides  over  the  courfe  of  the 
revolving  ages.  At  this  thought  I  was  filled  with  awe ;  my 
veins  alfo  trembled  when  I  was  obliged  to  pronounce  that 
irrevocable  engagement,  in  confequcnce  of  which  the  honour 

and 
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imd  profperity  of  the  poUfh  nation^  and  the  fafety  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  individuals  that  compofe  it>  are  committed  to 
the  truil  of  one  man  $  and  I  feel  fo  much  the  more  the  weight 
of  this  important  trufty  in  that  I  have  long  fhared  with  you 
the  calamities  that  fiow  from  that  want  of  order,  union,  and 
vigour,  that  has  clouded  the  luftre  of  this  once  glorious  and 
flouriihing  kingdom.  I  acknowledge  that,  in  that  folemn 
moment,  a  difcouraging  view  of  the  obligations  I  was  going 
to  contra^,  and  a  confcioufnefs  of  my  own  infufficiency  and 
weaknefs,  made,  the  deepefl  imprefiion 'upon  me ;  I  was 
feized  with  a  &>rt  of  terror ;  my  voice  loft  its  ufual  tpnCf 
my  tongue  faultered,  and  the  words  of  the  regal  oath^ 
though  dear  to  my  heart,  which  acquiefccs  in  them  per- 
fe£lly,  could  not  find  an  utterance :  but  when  I  turned  my 
eyes  to  you,  Mr.  Primate,  when  I  heard  yoif  repeat  the 
words  of  the  oath,  I  could  not  behold  you  in  ^ny  othqr 
light  than  as  the  miniftcr  of  the  Mod  High,  and  therefore 
thought  it  my  duty  to  fubmit  to  your  guidance.  Sinpe  tl^e 
clamours  of  difcord  and  party-hatred  have  been  reduced  to 
iilence  by  your  venerable  prefence ;  fince  a  multitude  of 
tongues,  which  fpoke  each  a  different  language,  have  become 
all  of  a  fudden,  as  it  were  by  a  miracle,  the  unanimous 
echoes  of  your's  5  you  muft  certainly  be  filled  with  the ' 
.  Holy  Spirit,  that  fpirit  of  poweri  wifdom,  and  truth. 
Hitherto  you  have  been  my  guide.  Be  llill  my  kind  afliftaqt 
and  counfellor.  Continue  to  cherifh  and  keep  alive  the 
zeal  and  attachment  of  thofe  loyal  hearts  which  your  good* 
nefs  and  humanity  gained  over  to  my  caufe.  Let  your 
wifdom  and  refolution  concur  with  my  bed  endeavour  to 
hold  with  dignity,  and  manage  with  prudence,  the  helm  q( 
government,  at  which  you  have  been  charged  by  the  natiqn 
to  place  me.  As  the  marfhal  of  the  diet  has  been  joined 
with  you  in  this  commiffion,  both  inclination  and  duty  obHge 
me  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  him  alfo  on  this  occafion. 

You  defire  me  to  fpeak,  fir,  and  it  is  with  the  utmoft 
pleafure  that  I  comply  with  this  deiire.     I  thereby  have  an 

oppor* 
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Opportunity  of  dedanng  that   1  love    and  hoaour  your 
perfon,  your  virtues,  and  your  talents.     This  decburation  is 
not  the  effc£k  of  that  warm  gratitude  that  in^>el8  me  to 
fpeak  to  you  at  this  time ;  it  is  the  effed  of  a  long  obfenr- 
ation  of  thofe  qualities  which  have   produced  one  fruit; 
mnd  may  that  fruit  always   prove  agreeable  to  our  dear 
country  !     You,  fiTf  are  catted  to  ^pear  before  the  throne, 
as  the  reprefentative  of  that  fpirtted  and  refpedaUe  nobility, 
which  commands  me  to  govern  the  republic  according  to  the 
laws ;  and  it  is  natural,  that  I  (hould  be  defirous  of  employ- 
ing the  good  offices  of  one  whofe  perfon  is  fo  agreeable,  and 
whofe  teftimony  is  fo  weighty  as  yours,  to  aflure  that  nobi* 
lity  of  the  fincerity  of  my  refolutions  and  inteiftions  with 
refped  to  that  important  objed.     Tell  that  nobility,  that 
it  is  my  fixed  purpofe  to  employ  the  remainder  of  my  days, 
and  all  the  means  and  opportunities  that  it  fhall  pleafe  the 
Divine  Providence  to  place  within  the  extent  of  my  power, 
in  anfwcring  the  expedations  of  my  dear  countrymen  ;   but 
at  the  fame  time  exhort  them,  conjure  them,  to  lend  their 
zealous  fuccours  to  a  fovereign  who  has  their  happinefs  and 
profperity  deeply  at  heart,  and  who  will  never  aim  at  any 
other  objed  than  the  public  good.     Where  is  the  perfon 
that  does  not  fee,  and  alfo  feel,  the  diforders  and  calamities 
under   which   the   nation   labours?    A  difmal  experience 
points  out  too  plainly  the  pernicious  fource  from  whence 
thefe  calamities  flow.     Self-intereft  and  envy  have  produced 
difcord,    and   thus  thrown  all  things  into  confufion.     A 
fpirit  of  fa6Uon  has  perplexed  our  councils,  and  thus  ren- 
dered impotent  tlie  natural  inftruments  of  our  fafety,  and  of 
our  glory ;    and  thofe  treafures  that  ought  to  have  been 
employed  in  maintaining  the  vigour  and  fplendour  of  this 
republic,  are  become  the  prey  of  that  fatal  luxury,  whofe 
pernicious  effeds  increafe  from  day  to  day.     Let  our  union 
then  heal  thofe  calamities,  which  all  other  means  will  be 
infuffictent  to  remove  I     You  know  by  experience,  that  a 
few  tools  of  fadion  can  deftroy  with  more  facility  than  the 

majority 
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majority  dm  bnild.  Let  emulation,  diat  ufefol  virtue,  that 
(eems  to  border  upon  envy,  from  which  neverthelefs  k 
differs  extremely,  animate  our  efforts.  Let  us  all  run  the 
noble  race  of  patriotifm,  and  endeavour  to  furpafs  one 
another,  in  aiming  at  true  ment,  and  propofing  to  ourfelves 
no  other  glory  but  that  which  is  acquired  by  ferving  our 
country.  But  to  what  will  amount  the  defires  and  the 
projeds  of  feeble  moitals,  if  they  krt  not  feconded  by  him 
whofe  word  commands  nations  and  empires  to  rife  or  fail  ? 
Great  God !  whofe  hand  has  raifed  me  to  the  high  ftation 
I  now  hll,  thou  doeft  nothing  in  vain.  Thou  hail  given 
jne  the  crown ;  and  thou  haft  given  me  with  it  an  ardent 
deiire  to  reftore  this  kingdom  to  its  former  profperky  and 
grandeur.  Finifli,  therefore,  thy  own  work!  Let  my 
prayer  arife  to  the  throne  of  thee,  by  whom  kings  reign ! 
Infpire  the  hearts  of  this  people  with  that  zeal  for  the 
public  that  fills  mine ! 


No.  V. 

Copy  of  a  Declaration  deRvered  on  the  ^h  of  November 
1766,  to  the  King  and  Republic  of  Poland,  by 
Mr.  WaovGHTov, -the  British  Ministli^  a/ Warsaw, 
in  behalf  of  the  Dissidents  of  that  Kingdom. 

HIS  britannic  majefty,  ever  excited  by  reafonable  defires 
of  proteding  by  all  methods  the  chriftian  proteftants,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  who,  by  virtue  of  particular  conventions,  have 
a  right  to  expedi  his  afliftance,  finds  himfelf  obliged  to 
repeat  his  prelTing  reprefentations  in  favour  of  that  oppreffed 
part  of  the  polifh  nation,  known  by  the  name  of  Diflidents; 
wherefore  the  underfigned,  in  conformity  to  frefh  orders 
from  the  king,  his  moft  gracious  fovereign,  has  the  honour 
to  reprefeot  to  y0U|  fir|  and  to  the  republic  of  Pobnd, 
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that  his  britanme  majeilyy  befidcs  the  many  folid  motive^ 
ofjuilice  and  humanity,  which  give  him  reafon    to  hope 
for  a  happy  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  negotiations  relative  to 
this  affair,  finding  himfelf  compelled,   by  a  ftri6l  alliance 
with  the  courts  of  PcteiKburg,  Berlin,  and  Copenhagent  tp 
intereft  himfelf  in  behalf  of  the  DifiSdents;  in  all  the  fonnf 
of  law,  and  in  quality  of  guarantee  of  th^  treaty  of  peace  of 
Oliva,  wifhes  that,  in  the  prefent  diet,  this  ▼irtuous  but 
unhappy  part  of  the  polifh  fubje^U  may  be  re-eftablifhed,  as 
members  of  the  ftate,  in  the  poffeflion  of  their  rights  and 
privileges,  as  well  as  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their 
mode  of  woHhip,  which  every  one  knows  belonged  to  them 
before  the  figning  of  the  faid  treaty  of  Oliva.     At  the  (ame 
time  his  britannic  majefty  confiders  how  great  is  the  con« 
nedion  between  the  interefts  even  of  the  republic  and  the 
juiUce  of  this  affair,  as  \irell  as  th^  fundamental  laws  of  the 
kingdom ;    laws  which  were  not  only  obfervcd  for  two 
centuries,  but  renewed  by  treaties  with  the  northern  powers, 
fo  folemn,  that  they  do  not  permit  the  lead  alteration  to  be 
undertaken,  unlefs  with  the  general  confent  of  the  contradl^ 
ing  parties.     For  thefe  caufes  his  britannic  majefty,  filled 
with  confidence  of  the  equity  and  penetration  of  his  polifh 
majefty,  who,  from  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  has  given  fo 
many  tcftimonies  of  zeal  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  and 
of  love  towards  the  adminiftration  of  justice  in  the  republic, 
has  not  the  Icaft  doubt  that  his  juft  defires  will  no  longer  be 
oppofed  by  references  to  inefficacious  conftitutions,    cfta* 
bllfhcd  in  the  midft  of  intcftinc  troubles,  contradidlcd  by 
the  foiTTial  proteftatipns  and  exprefs  declarations  on  the  part 
of  foreign  powers. 

Although  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Diffidents 
arc  founded  pn  a  dodlrine,  whofe  principles  of  charity  and 
benevolence  make  it  charafleriilical  of  chriftianity  ;  and  the 
divinity  of  its  inftitutor,  who  firft  preached  it,  renders  it 
ftill  lefs  a  matter  of  doubt ;  yet  it  is  this  rehgion,  of  which 
the  exercife  is  difturbcd,  and  of  which  its  profeffors  are 
excluded  from  all  honourable  employments,  and  deprived  pf 
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all  means  of  ferving  their  country.  Neverthelefs,  theit' 
tights  and  privileges  have  been  confirmed  to  them  by  many 
ordinances  of  the  kingdom,  fettled  by  fo  many  treaties* 
fupported  on  foundations  fo  facred  and  fo  evident  to  the 
eyes  of  all  nations,  that  the  underfigned  minifter  of  a 
monarch  who  preferves  towards  the  republic  the  fincereft 
fentiments  of  fHendHiip,  and  of  inclination  to  give  proofs 
of  them  on  every  pccafion,  flatters  himfelf,  that  the  media* 
lion  of  the  king  his  mailer  will  produce  the  dFe6ls  which  he 
may  naturally  promife  himfelf ;  that  the  wifdom  of  the 
nation  aflembled  will  afford  a  remedy  to  the  evils  which  rend 
the  ftate,  and  opprefs  the  Diflidents  ;  and  that,  with  regard 
to  things  ecclefiaftical  and  civil,  they  may  be  re-eftablifhed 
In  the  fit  nation  they  were  in  before  the  treaty  of  Oliva. 
As  to  the  reft,  the  fincere  wifhes  of  hia  britannic  majefty 
tor  the  glory  of  the  king  of  Poland,  and  for  the  profperity 
of  the  republic,  are  fo  notorious,  that  it  would  be  ufelefs  to 
give  frefh  affurances  of  them.  In  the  meanwhile,  the 
underfigned  cannot  ^void  reiterating  them,  as  an  inconteft- 
able  proof  of  their  reality. 

(Signed)  WROUGHTON. 


N0.VL 

The  Lett  tK  from  the  Kino  o/*  Prussia,  mentioned  p.  ^^ 
was  couched  in  thefoUowing  terms: 

Madam,  my  Sister, 
I  MUST  begin  by  thanking  your  imperial  majefty  for 
the  &vour  you  have  conferred  upon  me  in  the  communica- 
tion of  your  wotk  on  legiflation.  Permit  me  to  fay,  that 
it  is  a  bufinefs  which  has  had  but  few  examples  in  the 
world  \  and  I  may  venture  to  add»  madam^  that  your  im^ 

perial 
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penal  majefty  is  the  firfl  etnprefs  who  has  madt  fiich  a  prau 
fent  as  that  which  I  have  juft  now  r^ceive^.  The  antient 
Greeksy  who  were  all  appretiators  of  merity  in  their  deifica** 
tions  of  great  men,  afligned  the  firfl  place  to  legiHatorSy 
whom  they  deemed  the  true  benefadturs  of  the  hp^ian  race« 
They  would  have  placed  your  imperial  majefly  between  JLy« 
curgus  and  Solon. 

I  made  it  my  firft  duly,  madam i  to  re^d  the  excellent 
work  which  your  majefty  has  vouchfafed  to  compofe  ;  and, 
that  I  might  keep  my  mind  free  from  all  prepoffeffion^  I 
confidered  it  as  coming  from  a  well-known  pen.  I  confefii 
to  youy  madam,  that  I  was  charmed,  not  only  with  the 
principle  of  humanity  and  gentlenefs  that  give  birth  to  thefe 
laws,  but  alfo  with  the  order,  with  the  aiTociation  of  ideas^ 
with  the  uncommon  clearnefs  and  precifion  that  reign  in 
this  work,  and  the  immenfe  variety  of  knowledge  diflemin^ 
ated  throughout. 

I  put  myfclf,  madam,  in  your  place,  and  I  immediately 
perceived  that  every  country  demands  particular  coniider- 
ations,  which  require  the  legiflator  to  comply  with  the 
genius  of  the  nation,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  gardener 
accommodates  liimfelf  to  his  foil.  There  are  defigns  which 
your  imperial  majeily  is  fatisficd  with  pointing  out,  and  on 
which  your  prudence  pt events  you  from  infilling.  In  a 
word,  madam,  though  I  am  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  genius  of  the  people  whom  you  govern  with  fo  much 
glory,  I  fee  enough  of  it  to  pcrfuade  me,  that  H  they  go- 
vern themfelves  by  your  laws,  they  will  be  the  happiell  na- 
tion in  the  world  ;  and  iince  your  imperial  majefty  is  deHrous 
of  knowing  all  that  I  think  on  that  matter,  I  deem  it  a  duty 
incumbent  on  me  to  tell  it  naturally. 

It  is,  madam,  that  good  laws,  formed  on  the  principles 
that  you  have  traced  out,  will  require  lawyers  for  their 
being  put  in  execution  in  your  vaft  domains ;  and  I  thinly, 
madam,  that,  after  the  good  you  have  juft  been  doing  in 
legiflation,  you  have  another  boon  to  grant,  which  is  the 
inftitution  of  an  academy  of  law,  for  the  education  of  per- 
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fons  dtfigned  for  the  bar,  as  well  judges  as  advocates. 
However  fimple  the  fevcral  laws  may  be,  cafes  of  litigation, 
cafes  complicated  and  obfcure,  will  arife,  in  which  it  will  be 
neceifary  to  draw  up  truth  from  the  well,  which  require  ex* 
pert  advocates  and  judges  to  unravel  them* 

This,  on  my  honour,  is  all  that  I  have  to  fay  to  youf 
imperial  majefty,  unlefs  it  be,  madam,  that  this  efUmable 
monument  of  your  labour  and  your  a£Uvity,  with  which 
you  condefcend  to  trufl  me,  (hall  be  preferved  as  one  of  the 
choiceft  pieces  in  my  library.  Were  there  any  thing,  ma* 
dam,  capable  of  augmenting  my  admiration,  it  would  be 
the  benefit  you  have  herein  bellowed  upon  your  xmmenfe 
people. 

Accept,  with  your  accuftomed  goodnefs,  the  aflurances  of 
the  high  coniideration  with  which  I  am, 
Madam,  my  fifter, 
your  imperial  majefty's  good  brother  and  ally, 

(Signed)  FREDERIC. 


No.  VI  I. 

Copy  o/"  a  Letter  of  her  Imperial  Majesty  of  aUtbe 
RussiAs,  to  his  Excellency  Count  Vladimir  Orlofi, 
DireQor  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Petersburg. 

Moms.  Count  Orloff, 
HAVING  been  informed,  that  in  the  fummer  of  the 
year  1769,  the  planet  Venus  will  pafs  over  the  fun,  I  write 
you  this  letter,  that  you  may  acquaint  the  academy  of  (ci« 
ences  on  my  part,  i .  That  it  is  my  pleafure  that  the  academy 
ihould  procure  the  obfervations  to  be  made  with  the  utmoft 
care  \  and  that  I  defire,  in  confequence,  to  know,  a.  which 
are  the  moft  advantageoufly  fituated  placet  of  the  empife 
1  that 
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tiiat  the  academy  has  dcfliccd  for  this  obfervation  ;  to  ttid 
end  that,  in  cafe  it  (hould  be  neceifary  to  ered  any  buildings 
workmen,  &c.  may  be  fent,  and  ptoper  meafures  be  taken. 
3*  That  if  there  be  not  a  fufficient  number  of  ailronomert 
in  the  academy  for  completing  the  obfervations  in  the  places 
pitched  upon  by  the  academy,  I  propofe,  and  take  upon  me 
to  find  out,  among  my  marine  fubjed^s,.  fuch  as,  during  the 
interval  between  the  prefent  time  and  the  tranfit  of  Venus, 
may  be  perfeded  in  the  habit  of  obferving  under  the  eyes 
of  the  profeffors,  fo  as  to  be  employed  to  advantage  in  this 
expedition,  and  to  the  fatisfadlton  of  the  academy.  You 
will,  Mr.  Count,  tranfmit  me  the  anfwcr  of  the  academy, 
with  its  full  opinion  about  every  thing  above^  that  I  may 
give  orders  for  the  whole  without  lofs  of  time* 

CATHARINE^ 
Mofco^  3  March  1767. 


CoTY  of  a  lu^TTEK  from  M'  Ramoffsky,  of  the  Impertat 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  P£Tt:RSBURG>  to  Mr.  Short  tff 
the  Royal  Society  o/"  Low  DDK. 

SiRf 

I  EXPECTED  your  letter  impatiently,  and  received  it  the 
i^th  of  OAobcr.  We  were  fomewhat  in  doubt  as  to  our 
snfwering  the  views  of  our  fovereign,  till  the  arrival  of 
your  letter,  which  diflipated  our  uneafinefs  in  refpc6l  of  the 
i^ftruments.  Judge  yourfclf,  fir,  how  fatisfaftory  it  was  to 
us  to  underftand  that  you  would  take  upon  you  to  procure 
us  the  neceflary  Inftrumcnts,  and,  moreover,  to  gb/t  us 
your  advice  how  to  proceed  fuccefsfuUy  in  this  important 
obfervation. 

I  thank  you,  fir,  in  the  name  of  the  academy,  and  on 
my  account  efpccially,  hoping  a  more  favourable  occafion 
of  teftifying  my  obligations.  At  prefent,  I  refer  to  your 
judgment  the  meafures  the  academy  has  taken  with  relatioa 
to  the  tranfit  of  Venus. 

Furfuant 
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Purfufint  to  her  imperial  majefty*8  orders,  in  a  letter  to  hid . 
(Mccellency  count  Vladimir  OrlofF,  direftor  of  the  academy, 
the  copy  whereof  I  herewith  fend  you  ;  the  academy  having 
reprefented,  that  the  propercfl  places  in  the  ruffian  empire 
for  the  obfervation  of  the  duration  of  the  tranfit,  are  Kola, 
and  the  parts  near  it,  and  for  the  exit,  the  borders  of  the 
cafpian  fea,  has  befeeched  her  majefty  to  be  pleafed  to  fend 
two  obfervers  to  the  north,  and  two  to  the  Cafpian.  The 
flations  named  by  the  academy  are  Kola,  Solowetfkoi 
monaftir,  Aftrakhan,  and  Orenburg.  The  emprefs,  in 
accordance  to  the  reprefentations  of  the  academy,  appre- 
henfive  of  the  precarious  ftate  of  the  weather,  at  the  end  of 
May,  at  Kola  and  thereabouts,  has  been  pleafed  to  diitri^* 
bute  four  other  obfervers  among  thofe  quarters.  The 
academy,  availing  itfelf  of  the  high  proteftion  her  imperial 
majefty  has  deigned  to  extend  to  this  enterprife,  has  deter- 
mined one  to  Yakoutfk,  where  the  duration  will  not  be  2  £ 
lefs  than  at  Kola,  Tomeao,  and  Cajaneburg. 

Mr.  Wargentin  has  informed  me,  that  Mr.  Mallet  of 
Upfal  is  preparing  for  Torneao,  and  Mr.  Planmann  for  his 
former  Cajaneburg ;  fo  that  this  country  will  be  fo  fecurc  in 
fuch  a  multiplicity  of  obfervers,  that  it  may  be  well  hoped 
that  fome  ftation  or  other  will  not  fail  of  affording  a  com« 
pletc  obfervation  of  this  phenomenon. 

St.  PetcHburg,  23d  Odober  1767. 


No.  VIII. 

Manifesto  of  the  Grand  Signior,  concerning  the  War 
glared hj  his  HighnessT  agatnfithe  Empress  o/'Russia, 
delivered  the  30/A  of  OSober  1767,  to  the  FoRSiGtl 
Ministers  refiding  at  Constantinople. 

IT  may  clearly  be  feen  by  what  follows,  that  the  Sublime 

Porte  has  ftri£Uy  obfcrvcd  the  articles  of  the  peace  elbu. 

VOL.  II.  L  L  bliihed 
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blifhed  between  this  empire  and  the  court  of  Ruflk^ 
whcfy  on  the  contrary,  has  infringed  them  in  many 
in  dances. 

The  court  of'  Ruflia,  againft  the  faith  of  treaties,  has 
not  defifted  from  building  various  fortrefles  on  the  frontiers 
of  the  two  flates,  and  has  provided  them  with  troops  and 
ammunition. 

in  the  year  1177  (or  1763),  on  the  death  of  Auguilus 
the  third,  king  of  Poland,  the  republic  of  Poland,    intend- 
ing, according  to  the  fyftem  of  tlie  polifti  liberty,   to  pro- 
ceed to  the  eleAion  of  a  king,  the  court  of  Ruflia  fet  up 
for  a  king  a  private  polifli  officer,  in  whofe  family  there  had 
never  been  any  king,  and  to  whom  loyalty  was  not  becom- 
ing ;  and  has,  by  fiding  with  this  king,  intruded  on  and 
traverfed,  againil  the  will  of  the  republic,  all  the  affairs  of 
the  Poles.     The  Porte  having  given  notice  of  this  to  the 
ruffian  refident,  he  declared  that  the  republic  of  Poland 
having  required  a  certain  number  of  troops  to  proteft  its  own 
liberty,  6000  horfe  and  1000  kofaks  were  granted  for  that 
pdrpofe,  who  had  neiiher  cannon  nor  ammunition  with  them, 
and  Were  to  be  under  the  command  of  the  republic,  and 
that  there  v^ras  not  a  fingle  ruffian  foldicr  above  that  number 
in  Poland.     Yet,  when  he  was  afked,  fome  time  after,  why 
the  court  of  Ruffia  had  fcnt  more  troops  into  Poland,  and 
why  violence  had  been  ufed  on  the  eledion  of  Poniatofsky, 
fon  of  one  of  the  grandees  of  Poland,  the  faid  reildcnt 
aflured,  by  a  writing  figned  with  his  hand,  that  his   court 
had  not  declared  for  any  perfon,  nor  had  ever  made  ule  of 
violent  means  for  the  eledlion  of  anyone  whatfoever*     Not- 
withftanding  this  aflurance  and  declaration,  the  court  of 
Ruffia  has  been  continually  fending  troops,  cannon,    and 
ammunition,  under  the  command  of  its  own  generals,  who 
continued  to  attack  the  polifh  liberty,  and  put  to  death 
thofe  who  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  perfon  that  themfelves 
had  not  eledicd  for  their  king,  and  who  was  not  the  fon  of 
a  king  ;  llripping  them,  with  clamour  and  violence,  of  their 
goods  ^^^  eilates,      Such  a  conduct  being  produ^ive  of 

confufioa 
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^onfufion  m  the  good  order  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  he  was 
given  to  underftand  that,  according  to  the  tenor  of  thd 
articles  of  the  old  and  new  imperial  capitulations,  the  court 
of  Ruffia  muft  order  her  troops  to  evacuate  Poland ;  this 
the  faid  re fi dent  promifed  by  feveral  memorials  figned ;  but 
this  promife  has  not  been  fulfilled.  In  the  mean  time,  the* 
Sublime  Porte  received  advice,  that  fome  ruflian  troops  had 
been  fent  to  Balta,  (one  of  the  muflulman  frontiers,)  with 
fome  artillery,  and  had  unexpe6ledly  attacked  the  muflhl* 
mans,  and  maflacred  upwai'ds  of  a  thoufand  perfons,  men^ 
women,  and  children. 

The  Sublime  Porte,  having  again  demanded  fatis&^Uoit 
from  the  court  of  ftuilia  for  this  outrage,  which,  againft 
the  tenor  of  treaties,  had  been  committed  with  artillery; 
and  the  khan  of  Krimea  having  alfo  demanded  fatisfafUoii 
for  the  fame,  the  faid  court  denied  the  fa6l,  alleging  that 
the  Haydamacks  had  done  fome  damage,  but  that  care 
would  be  taken  to  punifh  them ;  although  it  is  notorious 
that  th^  Haydamacks  never  make  ufe  of  cannon  nor  bombs 
in  their  irruptions.  The  Sublime  i?orte,  notwithflanding, 
fUU  perfifled  in  requiring  fatisfatSlion  for  fuch  a  condud^,  and 
ilill  demanded  the  reafon  why  the  court  of  Ruflia  would 
not,  thefc  three  years  paft,  withdraw  its  troops  front 
Poland,  fmce  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  concluded  in  1133 
(1719),  and  that  of  1152  (173S),  ftipulate^  "  That  as 
often  as  any  event  (hall  happen,  capable  of  difturbing  the 
perpetual  peace  of  the  two  empires,  they  fhould  proceed 
ipfofaao  to  the  means  of  terminating  them  in  an  amicable 
manner ;"  neverthelefs  the  outrages  and  devailations  at 
Balta  have  been  denied,  and  the  punifhmcnt  of  thofe  who 
had  the  boldnefs  to  be  guilty  of  them,  has  been  poftponed 
and  even  negle^^d.  The  (Hence  itfelf  of  the  ruflian  refident, 
who  having  been  invited  to  come  to  the  Porte  to  anfwer  for 
this  proceeding,  and  to  declare  what  his  court  meant  by  ftill 
keeping  its  troops  in  Poland,  proves  the  infradion  of  the 
treaty.  At  laft  he  was  aiked  definitely,  whether,  according 
L  L  2  to 
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to  the  ancient  and  new  treaties^  which  fubflft  bet^veen 
the  two  empires,  the  court  of  Rulfia  would  defift  from 
meddUng  with  the  affairs  of  Poland^  under  pretence  of 
guarantee  and  promife  :  he  replied,  that  his  full  power  was 
limited,  and  that  he  could  not  anfwer  thereupon,  fince  that 
article  was  known  to  his  court  only.  Such  a  behaviour 
plainly  demonllrates  that  the  above-mentioned  power  thinks 
proper  to  take  upon  itfclf  the  infradion  of  treaties ;  there- 
fore it  is,  that  the  iUuflrioUs  dodlors  of  the  law  have  given 
hjfn'ras  (or  legal  fcntences)  their  anfwer s,  that,  "  accord- 
ing to  the  exigency  of  juftice,  it  was  neceffary  to  make  war 
aga'iift  the  Mufcovites  :'*  an  opinion  that  has  been  unani- 
inoafly  confirmed.  Thus  the  arreft  of  the  faid  refident 
being  become  neceflary,  we  give  by  thefe  prefents  notice 
to  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  that  the  faid  refident  (hall  be 
guarded  in  the  caflle  of  the  Seven  To>vers ;  and  that,  during 
the  whole  time  that  this  tranfadion  has  laded,  the  Sublime 
Porte  has  done  nothing  fliat  might  break  tli^  frIendfVp»  nor 
any  thing  contrary  to  the  articles  of  the  treaties  concluded 
between  the  two  empires,  &c. 

TAe  Declaration  of  the  Imperial  Court  o/" Russia  to 
the  CovKTS  o/*  Europe  upon  the  Arrejl  of  its  Mtnifler 
refident  at  Constantinople. 

HER  imperial  majcfty,  in  taking  a  part  in  the  tranfaflions 
of  the  republic  of  Poland,  as  humanity  on  one  fide,  and 
the  obligations  of  her  crown  on  the  otlier,  had  prompted 
her,  was  no  Icfs  careful  to  condu(^  hcrfelf  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  not  to  give  any  umbrage  to  a  jealous  and  powerful  neigh- 
bour :  every  part  of  her  conducl  was  public ;  and  (lie  had 
likcwife  a  particular  attention  to  communicate  in  confidence 
to  the  ottoman  Porte  her  refoliitions  upon  every  ftep  fhc 
took,  and  the  conduft  fhe  intended  to  obferve,  till  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  tliat  kingdom  was  entirely  re-eftablifheA 
But  the  enemies  to  the  peace  of  thefe  two  empires  were  not 

wanting 
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wanting  t«.  blacken  at  the  Porte  all  the  aftions  of  her  impe- 
rial majefty,  and  to  fow  there  the  feeds  of  difcord  by  the 
moft  falfe   Imputations^      The   Porte,    reftrained   by   the 
upright  condu6l  the  court  of  Ruflia  contmued  to  maintain 
towards  them,  liftened,   but  it  was  with^  caution,  to  the 
calumny  that  was  fpread.     Some  attention  to  the  affairs  of 
Poland,  and  an  impartial  examination  of  what  Ruflia  had 
done,  compared  with  the  overtures  made  by  that  court  at 
the  Porte,  had  difpelled  all  fufpicion,  and  the  public  tran* 
quillity  feemed  to  be  no  more  threatened.     The  commoa 
enemies,  however,   repeated   their  infinuations  with  more 
rage  and  audacity  than  ever,  to  impofc  upon  the  credulity  of 
the  turkifh  nation,  and  infufcd  a  fpirit  of  diicontent  among 
them,  which  called  for  the  notice  of  government ;  for  it 
had  forced  its  way  even  into  the  feraglio.     The  change  in 
the  miniftry,  brought  about  by  thefe  events,  foon  produced 
9  revolution  in  the  fyilem  of  peace,  equally  dear  to  both 
nations.     The   new  vi;&ir,    upon  his  advancement^  imme- 
diately fent  for  Mr.  Obrefkoi,  her  imperial  majefly's  rcfi* 
dent  at  the  Porte,  and,  after  haying  caufed  to  be  read  iq 
his  prefence  a  declaration  full  of  heavy  charges  againfi  his 
court,  part  of  which  have  already  been  invalidated  by  the 
moft  fair  and  candid  explanations,  and  others  that  had  never 
cxifted,  or  were  ever  thought  of,  tlie  vizir  preffed  him  to 
fign  immediately,  under  the  guarantee  of  the  allies  of  hh 
fovereign,    fome   very  offcnfive  conditions,    in    regard  tq 
-which  there  never  had  been  made  the  Icaft  propofal  during 
the  whole  courfc  of  the  operations  in  Poland.     Thefe  con* 
ditions,  very  derogatory  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  an 
emprels  accuftomed  to  receive  no  law,  propofcd  in  a  tone 
and  form  repugnant  to  the  freedom  of  negotiation  adopted 
by  every  power,  were  attended  with  the  alternative  of  an 
immediate  rupture  of  the  perpetual  peace  between  the  two 
empires.     The  ruflian  minifter,    confident  of  the  upright 
intentions  of  his  court,  and  confcious  of  the  probity  of  his 
oym  condud;    as  having   fulfilled   the  duties  of  a   long 
If  I*  3  miniftrj', 
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miniiliyy  was  incapable  of  unworthily  degradingr  his  court 
and  his  own  charader  by  a  humiliating  engagement,  and 
which  would  have  exceeded  the  power  and  commillion  of 
any  minifler,  let  them  be  ever  fo  extenfive  ;  he  gave  there- 
fore a  pofitive  refufal,  as  became  his  honour  and  his  duty ; 
and  the  refolution  of  the  divan,  which  followed  immcdi-f 
ately  after,  was  to  arreft  him,  and  part  of  his  retinue,  and 
carry  him  to  the  cafUe  of  the  Seven  Towers.  It  would  be 
needlefs  for  the  unperial  court  of  Rufiia  to  dwell  any 
longer  upon  this  event,  or  to  enter  here  into  an  examination 
of  it.  The  fad  fpeaks  for  itfelf.  The  honour  and  glory 
of  her  imperial  majefty— -the  regard  to  her  empire,  point 
out  the  part  it  is  right  for  her  to  take.  Confiding  in  the 
jufUce  of  her  caufe,  fhe  appeals  to  all  chrifUan  courts  on  the 
iituation  fhe  finds  herfelf  in  with  regard  to  the  common 
enemy  of  chrifUanity,  certain  as  fhe  is,  that  her  condud 
will  meet  with  equal  approbation  from  each  of  them,  and 
that  fhe  fhall  have  the  advantage  to  join  to  the  divine  pro- 
tefUon  the  jufl  afTiflance  of  her  friends,  and  the  good  wifhea 
of  all  Chriliendom, 


No.  IX. 

^  Letter  from   M.  De   Voltaire,    to  the    Rvssiah 
Ambassador  at  Paris, 

I  SEE  by  the  letters  which  her  imperial  majefly  and 
your  excellency  honour  me  with,  how  greatly  your  nation  js 
pfing,  while  I  am  afraid  that,  in  feme  refpeds,  ours  is 
beginning  to  degenerate.  The  emprefs  deigns  herfelf  to 
tranflate  that  chapter  of  BehTarius,  which  feme  college- 
ftllows  traduce  at  Paris.  We  (hould  be  overwhelmed  with 
fhame  and  fcorn,  if  all  the  men  of  worth,  of  whom  there  is 
a  great  number  in  France,  did  npt  flrongly  fland  up  againfl 

the 
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the  egregious  fcandal  of  the  times.  Folly,  ignorance,  and 
envy,  there  will  always  be  in  any  country  5  but  then  there 
will  alfo  be  in  it  fcience  and  good  tafte.  I  dare  even  aver 
to  you  that,  in  general,  our  principal  military,  and,  as  to 
what  concerns  the  counfel,  our  counfellors  of  ftate,  and  the 
ID  afters  of  requefts,  are  more  enlightened  than  they  were  in 
the  (hining  age  of  Lewis  the. fourteenth.  Great  talents  are 
ftill  rare ;  but  fcience  and  reafon  are  more  common  than 
they. 

I  fee  with  pleafure  that  there  is  forming  in  Europe  an 
immenfe  republic  of  cultivated  underftaudings.  The  light 
difiufes  and  communicates  itfclf  on  all  fides.  I  have  things 
come  to  me  from  the  north  that  aftonifh  me.  Within  thefe 
laft  fifteen  years  there  has  been  operated  a  revolution  in  the 
human  underftanding,  that  will  form  a  great  epoch.  The 
outcries  of  the  pedants  proclaim  the  approach  of  this 
great  change,  as  the  croaking  of  the  crows  forebodes  fair 
weather. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  book  of  M.  de  la  Riviere,  which 
you  do  me  the  honour  of  mentioning  to  me  ;  but  can  hardly 
believe  that  the  author,  while  avoiding  the  faults  into  which 
M.  de  Montefquieu  may  have  fallen,  has  gone  beyond  him 
in  thofe  points  in  which  that  fhining  genius  is  in  the  right. 
I  (hall  fend  for  his  book  ;  and  in  the  meanwhile  congratulate 
the  author  on  his  being  fo  near  fuch  a  fovereign  and  emprefs, 
who  patronizes  all  the  talents  in  foreigners,  and  whofe  ma- 
ternal care  gives  birth  to  them  in  her  own  dominions.  But 
it  it  you  whpm  I  efpectally  congratulate  on  reprefenting  her 
fo  worthily  at  Paris. 

{'have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
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No.  X. 

Counter-Declaratiok  of  the  Court  ^Warsaw, 

THE  underwritten  minifters  of  the  king  and  republic  of 
Poland,  having  laid  before  his  majefty  the  declarations  given 
in  on  the  i8th  and  26th  of  September,  by  the  miniftera 
from  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Peterfburg,  and  Berlin  ;  and  hfs 
majefty  having  tal^cn  the  advice  of  his  fpnate  thereupon,  the 
underwritten  aic  commanded  ta  make  the  following  anfwer 
thereto : 

The  difintercfted  and  fuccefsful  pains  of  her  majefty  the 
cmprefs  of  all  the  Ruflias,  to  preferve  tranquillity  in  Poland 
'during  the  laft  interregnum,  and  promote  the  free  eleflion 
of  the  reigning  king,  univerfally  recognized ;  the  concur-, 
rence  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  in  the  fame  defigns ;  and  the 
fyftem  of  neutrality  at  that  time  adopted  by  the  cmprefs* 
queen  ;  arc  circumftances  which,  appreciated  as  they  ought 
to  be  by  the  king,  will  never  be  effaced  from  his  memory  or 
beart. 

The  king  is  happy  in  feeing  tlic  regulations  and  internal 
eflabllfhments  of  the  diets,  immediately  fuccceding  tlie  death 
of  Auguflus  III.  declared  "  ufeful  and  falutary"  by  the 
three  powers :  he  would  ever  wifK  the  emanations  of  tlie 
fovereign  power  of  the  republic  to  be  regarded  with  a  fa^ 
vourable  eye  by  all  his  neighbours. 

All  Europe  is  long  linco  informed  of  the  original  and 
fucceflive  caufcs  of  the  prefcnt  troubles  in  Poland  :  all 
Europe  knowi,  that  the  king,  and  the  foundeft  part  of  the 
nation,  exerted  their  utmoft  cudeavoiiis  to  prevent  the  rife 
and  ftjp  the  pn^grcfs  of  them  ;  unfoiLUiiatcly  thcfe  efforts 
have  been  unfuccefsful ;  and  certainly  the  confcquences  have 
bcm  dreac^ful.  The  fupreme  and  legal  authority  of  the 
ilate  has  been  denied  by  fome  ;  anarchy  has  fpread  itftlf 
over   the   provinces ;    all   Poland  has   been   impoverifhed, 

ravaged. 
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^ravaged,  trodden  under  foot,  as  well  by  her  own  citizens 
fis  by  foreign  troops  :  (he  has  felt,  and  all  Europe  has  feen^ 
thofe  fufferlngs  proportioned  to  the  length  of  time  thefe 
troops  have  been  in  the  country,  the  orders  of  their  refpeft- 
ive  courts,  and  the  manner  in  which  their  orders  have  been 
^ut  in  execution. 

In  a  word,  five  years  of  fcourge  and  defolation  have  ruined 
this  country,  and  make  the  return  of  peace  a  matter  of 
urgent  and  indifpenfable  neceflity. 

The  engagements  entered  into  by  the  three  powers,  to 
co-operate  in  efiefbsating  this  great  work,  appeared,  there- 
fore, full  of  humanity,  and  would  have  been  regarded  by 
the  king  with  the  livelieil  gratitude,  if  the  bttcr  part  of 
their  declaration  had  left  room  for  any  fentiment  but  thofe 
of  the  utmoft  furprife  and  the  moft  profound  grief. 

Thefe  courts  pretend  confiderable  claims  on  the  unhappy 
Poland  :  a  plan  of  indemnification,  the  adual  and  effectual 
feizure  of  equivalents,  are  avowed. 

xThe  ftri^l  attention  of  the  king  and  republic  to  fulfil  all 
their  engagements  with  thefe  powers ;  the  laws  of  good 
peighbourhood  fo  rellgioufly  obferved  by  Poland ;  the 
manner,  fo  friendly  and  full  of  regard,  in  which  the  king 
has  reprefented,  on  fo  many  occafions,  the  different  fubjedls 
of  complaint  he  had  unfortunately  had  againfl  his  neighbours; 
the  prefent  fituation  of  Poland,  fo  worthy  in  all  refpeds  of 
•  the  compafGon  of  generoys  and  fenfible  minds ;  all  (hould 
have  fecured  to  him  the  return  of  mutual  good-will,  and 
proteAed  him  for  ever  from  enterprifes  (o  injurious  to  his 
rights  and  the  legality  of  his  poffcffions, 

fhe  rights  of  the  republic  to  all  her  provinces  have  every 
poffible  mark  of  folidity  and  authenticity  ;  an  uninterrupted 
poflefiion  of  many  ages,  avowed  and  maintained  by  the  moft 
folemn  treaties,  and  particularly  by  thofe  of  Velaw  and 
Oliva,  guaranteed  by  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  by  the  crowns 
of  France,  England,  Spain,  and  Sweden  ;  by  the  treaty  o( 
1686^  with  Ruflia^  by  tlie  exprefa  and  recent  declarations 

t)f 
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of  this  laft  power ;  by  thofe  of  Prufiia  in  1764 1  and  laftly, 
by  treaties  with  the  houfe  of  Auflna,  flill  in  full  force  and 
Tigour  ;  on  thefe  foundations  the  rights  of  the  republic  are 
crrounded. 

The  court  of  Warfaw  contents  itfelf  with  barely  point- 
ing them  out  at  prefent,  referving  the  right  of  fupportingr 
them  by  proofs  Qu>re  ample  and  particular  in  time  and 
place. 

What  titles  can  the  three  powers  oppofe  to  thefe  ?  If 
they  are  titles  dug  out  of  the  obfcurity  of  ancient  times, 
of  thofe  times  of  fudden  and  momentary  revolutions,  which 
ereded  and  deflroyed, -ceded  and  reftored  ftates  in  the  fhort 
fpace  of  a  few  months  or  years ;  thefe  titles,  if  admitted, 
would  re-unite  to  the  kingdom  of  Poland  many  provinces 
which  formerly  belonged  to  it,  but  have  for  many  years 
been  occupied  by  the  very  powers  who  now  form  pretenfions 
on  her. 

But  as  It  is  undeniable,  that  not  only  tranfadlions  buried 
in  the  obh'vion  of  diftant  ages,  but  all  tranfa^ons  whatever, 
are  anuihilatcd  by  fubfequent  (lipulations  ;  as  all  the  latter 
ftipulations  between  Poland  and  her  neighbours  oppofe 
dire<^ly  the  partition  they  now  would  make,  it  follows,  that 
the  titles  on  which  that  partition  is  founded,  cannot  be 
admitted,  without  undermining  the  rights  of  every  {late, 
without  fliaking  every  throne  from  its  foundation. 

The  very  powers  who  declare  that  the  fit  nation  of  Poland 
will  not  permit  them  to  obtain  jufticc  in  the  ordinary  ways 
of  proceeding's,  cannot  be  ignorant  that  its  prcfent  fituatipn 
is  accidental  and  momentary  ;  that  it  is  in  their  own  power 
to  change  it.  Their  confen^  alone  is  wanting  to  reftore  the 
republic  to  the  f  ee  and  lawful  exercife  of  its  independent 
foverei^nty.  That  would  be  time  to  produce  and  examine 
their  claims.  Tiii^  is  the  method  of  proceeding  w^hich  the 
king  had  a  n'^'ht  to  demand  from  the  equity  of  the  three 
courts,  uM<  h  he  could  not  but  expe£l  to  be  adopted,  rely- 
ing on  the  letter  written  to  him  by  the  emprcfs-queen  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  on  the  28th  of  January  1771- 

Put 
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Bttt  tlic  prefcDt  proceedings  of  the  three  courts,  giving 
the  moft  ferious  objed  of  complaint  to  the  king ;  and  the 
duties  of  his -crown  not  permitting  him  to  be  filent  on  this 
occafion,  he  decku^s  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  he 
looks  upon  the  a6lual  feizure  of  the  provinces  of  Poland 
by  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Peterfburg,  and  Berlin,  as  unjuft, 
violent^  and  contrary  to  his  lawful  rights ;  he  appeals  to 
the  treaties  and  powers  guarantees  of  his  kingdom  and  its 
appurtenances.  And,  laftly,  full  of  confidence  in  the 
juftice  of  the  Almighty,  he  lays  his  rights  at  the  feet  of 
the  eternal  throne,  and  puts  his  caufe  into  the  hands  of  the 
King  of  kings,  the  fupreme  judge  of  nations :  and,  in  the 
full  aflurance  of  his  fuccour,  he  protefts  folemnly,  ^nd  bc« 
fore  the  whole  univerfe*  againft  every  ftep  taken,  or  to  be 
^aken,  towards  the  difmembering  of  Poland. 

Given  at  Warfaw,  Oft-  17th,  1772. 

Signed  by  the  great  ph^ncellors  of  Polan^l  an4 
Lithuania^ 


I>XCLARAT10N  of  the  IMPERIAL    MINISTER  at  the  CoURT 

^Warsaw. 

HER  majefty  the  emprefs-queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohe^ 
mia  has  feen,  with  unfpeakable  ailonifhmentj  the  little 
impreffion  made  by  the  declaration  prefented  to  his  poliAi 
majefty  J)y  the  underwritten,  and  the  minifters  from  Peterf- 
t)iM*g  and  Berlin,  ii)  or4er  to  accelerate  a  definitive  s^rrangcr 
ment  between  the  republic  and  the  three  neighbouring 
powers,  touching  the  pretentions  formed  by  the  faid  powers 
on  Poland ;  pretenfious  which  the  eifential  interefts  of  their 
crowns  will  not  permit  them  to  expofe  to  the  hazard  of 
future  contingencies,  and  of  thofe  troubles  with  which 
Poland  has  at  all  times  been  agitated. 

The  juftice  and  dignity  of  the  three  -courts  prefcrib^ 
))Ottnds  to  their  moderation :  this  truth  can  neither  efcapc 
(hf  cji^cempient  of  his  polifh  majeftji  nor  be  indifferent  to 
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.his  heart,  if  the  cries  of  his  country  hsure  preferved  their 
influence  there. 

Her  majefty  the  emprefs-queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia 
hopes,  therefore,  that  the  king  will  not  ezpofe  his  kingdom 
to  events  which  muft  be  the  confequences  of  bis  delay  to 
.  aflemble  a  diet,  and  enter  on  a  negotiation,  which  alone 
.can  fave  his  country,  reftore  vigour  to  tbe  conflitution  of 
the  republic,  which  has  received  fo  many  and  (b  dangerous 
fliocks ;  and  tenninate  the  evfls  to  which  private  intereft, 
.mnbition,  hatred,  and  diflentions,  have  given  rife* 

Pone  at  Warfaw,  Dec*  4th,  1779. 

(Signed)      .  RZEWICKI, 

i^o/^.— The  miniilers  from  Peterfburg  and  Berlin  deli- 
vtred  the  next  day  each  a  declaration  in  the  fame  words. 

Answer  of  the  Couar  ©/*  Warsaw  to  tbe  preceding  Puce* 

IN  anfwer  to  the  declarations  of  the  courts  of  Vienna, 
Peterfburg,  and  Berlin,  the  underwritten  have  orders  to 
inform  the  miniflers  of  the  faid  courts,  that  the  king,  being 
informed  of  their  defires  refpedling  the  convocation  of  a 
diet,  and  of  the  inconveniencies  which  may  arifc  from 
delays,  is  determined  to  comply,  as  far  as  it  is  in  his  power, 
not  only  with  the  view  of  taking  away  all  pretext  of  aggra- 
vating the  evils  which  afflift  Poland,  but  un^cr  the  hopes 
that  this  mark  of  regard  will  operate  on  the  gcnerofity  of 
the  three  powers,  fo  as  to  induce  them  to  put  a  fpeedy  end 
to  thefe  troubles,  in  a  manner  the  moft  equitable  and  advan- 
tageous to  the  rcpuhh'c. 

In  confequence  hereof,  his  majefty  has  iffued  circular 
letters  for  the  convocation  of  a  full  council  of  the  fcnate, 
which  muft  indifpenfably  precede  the  fummoning  of  a  diet ; 
and  has  fixed  the  fame  to  the  8th  of  February  following  ; 
a  term  which  leaves  no  more  than  the  time  abfolutely  nccef- 
fary  for  the  arrival  of  the  diftant  fenators* 

Done  at  Warfaw,  this  14th  of  December  1773. 

Signed  by  the  chancellors    of  Poland   an4 
Lithuanisif 
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No.  XI. 

Extract  of  a  ItETTZK  from  Catharine  II.  iate  Empress 
o/* Russia, /0  ilf.  De  Voltaire. 

Sir, 
THE  brightncfs  of  the  northern  ftar  is  a  mere  aurora 
borealisw  It  is  nothing  more  than  giving  to  a  neighbour 
fomething  of  our  own  fuperfluity.  But  to  be  the  advocate 
of  human  kind,  the  defender  of  opprcfTed  innocence;  by  this 
you  will  be  indeed  immortalized.  The  two  caufes  of  Cala* 
and  Sirven  have  procured  you  the  veneration  due  to  fudr 
miracles.  You  have  combated  the  united  enemies  of  man* 
kind,  fuperdition,  fanaticifm,  ignorance,  chicane,  bad  judget^ 
and  the  power  lodged  in  them  all  together.  To  furmounC- 
fuch  obftaclts  required  both  talents  and  virtue.  You  have 
(hewn  the  woild  that  you  poflcfs  both.  You  have  caxtied 
your  point.  You  deftre,  fir,  fome  relief  for  the  Sirven 
femily.  Can  I  poffibly  refufe  it  ?  Or,  fhould  you  praife 
me  for  the  aAion,  would  there  be  the  leaft  foundation  for 
it  ?  I  own  to  you,  that  I  (hould  be  much  better  pleafed  if 
my  bill  of  exchange  could  pafs  unknown.  Neverthelefs,  if 
you  think  my  name,  unharmonious  as  it  is,  may  be  of  any 
fervice  to  thofe  viftims  of  the  fpirit  of  perfecution,  I  leave 
it  to  your  difcrction  ;  and  you  may  announce  me,  provided 
it  be  no  way  prejudicial  to  the  parties. 


No.  XII. 

Tic  Manifesto   concerning  the  Rebellion  of  PvOAT- 

SHEFF. 

BY  the  grace  of  God,  we  Catharine  II.  emprefs  and 
autocratrix  of  all  the  Ruflias,  &c.  make  known  to  all  our 
faithful  fubjcfts,  that  we  have  learnt,  with  the  utmoft  m« 

dignation 
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dignation  and  extreme  afflidion^  that  a  certain  KofsJc,  £ 
dcferter  and  fugitive  from  the  Don,  named  Ikheknan  Pu- 
gat(he(Fy  after  having  traverfed  Polandy  has  been  coUe^'ng 
for  fome  time  paft^  fn  the  diftnOs  that  border  on  the  riy^' 
Irghis  in  the  government  of  Orenburg,  a  troop  of  vaga- 
bonds like  himfelf ;  that  he  continues  to  commit  in  thofe 
parts  all  kinds  of  exceffesy  by  inhumanly  depriving  the  inha- 
bitants of  their  pofTeffions  and  even  of  their  lives ;  and  that 
in  order  to  draw  over  to  his  party,  hitherto  compofed  of 
robbers,  fuch  perfons  as  he  meets,  and  efpecially  the  un- 
happy pat  not  s,  on  whofe  credulity  he  impofes,  he  has  had 
the  infolence  to  arrogate  to  himfelf  the  name  of  the  late  em* 
peror  Peter  III.  It  would  be  fuperflucus  here  to  prove  the 
abfurdity  of  fuch  an  impofture,  which  cannot  even  put  on 
8  (hadow  of  probability  in  the  eyes  of  fenfiblc  perfons :  for^ 
thanks  to  the  divine  goodnefs,  thofe  ages  are  paffed  in  which 
the  ruffian  empire  was  plunged  in  ignorance  and  barbarifm  ;' 
when  a  Grifkay  an  Outreper,  wkh  their  adherents,  and  feve- 
ral  other  traitors  to  their  country,  made  ufe  of  impofturcs  as 
grofs  and  dcteftable,  to  arm  brother  againit  brother,  and 
citizen  againit  citizen. 

Since  thofe  seras,  which  it  is  grievous  to  recoUeft,  all 
true  patriots  have  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  public  tranquillity, 
and  (hudder  with  horror  at  tlie  very  remembrance  of  former 
troubles.  In  a  word,  there  is  not  a  man  defcrving  of  the 
ruffian  name  who  docs  not  hold  in  abomination  the  odious 
tnd  infolent  He  by  which  PugatfliefF  fancies  lu'mfclf  able  to 
feduce  and  to  deceive  perfons  of  a  fimple  and  credulous  dif- 
pofition,  by  promifing  to  free  them  from  the  bonds  of  fub- 
miffion  and  obedience  to  their  fovereign,  as  if  the  creator  of 
the  univerfe  had  eflablifhcd  human  focicties  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  that  they  can  fubfift  without  an  intermediate  authority 
between  the  fovereign  and  the  people. 

Neverthelefs,  as  the  infolence  of  this  vile  refufe  of  the 
human  race  is  attended  with  confequenccs  pernicious  to  the 
provinces  adjacent  to  that  dillridl ;  as  the  report  of  the  fla- 
grant  enormities  which  he  has  committed  may  afFnght  thofe 

perfon» 
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pcrfons  who  are  accuftomed  to  imagine  the  misfortunes  of 
others  as  ready  to  fall  upon  them,  and  as  we  watch  with  ia* 
defatigable  care  over  the  tranquillity  of  our  faithful  fubjeAs, 
we  inform  them  by  the  prefcnt  manifeilo,  that  we  have 
taken,  without  delay,  fuch  meafures  as  are  the  bed  adapts 
to  ftifle  the  fcdition  :  and  in  order  to  annihilate  totally  the 
ambitious  defigns  of  PugatfhefF,  and  to  exterminate  a  band 
of  robbers,  who  have  been  audacious  enough  to  attack  the 
fmall  military  detachments  difperfed  about  thofe  countries^ 
and  to  maffacre  the  officers,  who  were  taken  prifoners,  wc 
have  difpatchcd  thither,  with  a  competent  number  of  troops, 
general  Alexander  BibikofF,  general  in  chief  of  our  armies^ 
and  major  of  our  regiment  of  life-guards. 

Accordingly,  we  have  no  doubt  of  the  happy  fuccefs  of 
thefe  meafures,  and  we  cherifh  the  hope  that  the  public  tran- 
quillity will  foon  be  reftoied,  and  that  the  profligates  who 
are  fpreading  devaftation  over  a  part  of  the  government  of 
Orenburg  will  (hortly  be  difperfed.  We  are  moreover  per- 
fuaded  that  our  faithful  fubjedls  will  juftly  abhor  the  im- 
pofture  of  the  rebel  PugatfliefF,  as  deftitute  of  all  proba<* 
bility,  and  will  repel  the  artifices  of  the  ill-difpofed,  who 
fi^ek  and  find  their  advantage  in  the  fedudlion  of  the  weak 
and  credulous,  and  who  cannot  afTuage  their  avidity  but  by 
ravaging  their  country,  and  by  (bedding  of  innocent  blood. 

We  truft  with  equal  confidence  that  every  true  fon  of  the 
country  will  unremittedly  fulfil  his  duty,  of  contributing  to 
the  maintenance  of  good  order  and  of  the  public  tranquility, 
by  preferving  himfclf  from  the  fnares  of  fedudion,  and  by 
duly  difcharging  his  obedience  to  his  lawful  fovereign.  All 
our  faithful  fubje6l8  therefore  may  difpel  their  alarms  and 
live  in  pcrfeA  fecurity,  fince  we  employ  our  utmoil  care, 
aitd  make  it  our  peculiar  glory,  to  preferve  their  property 
and  to  extend  the  general  felicity. 

Given  at  St.  Peter(burg,  Dec.  23,  1773.  O.  S« 
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tyECLAtATWH     tf    ^ARON     SxACkELBBRCI,      Mimfier     &f 

Russia,  to  the  KmO  and  the  Senate  of  Poland*, 

THE  powers  In  the  vicinity  of  Poland  have  been  fo 
often  involved  in  the  troubles  which  almoft  every  vacancy  of 
the  throne  has  excited  in  that  kingdom,  that  from  the  re- 
colledion  of  the  pad  it  behoved  them  to  give  the  moil  fe« 
riouA  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  poiifh  nation^  as  foon  as, 
by  the  death  of  the  late  king,  Angoftus  III*  the  throne 
was  become  vacant. 

Urged  by  thcfe  confiderations,  and  defirous  of  prevent- 
ing the  dreadful  ctTedls  of  thofe  diiTcnfionsy  which,  as  in 
former  inflances,  might  have  aiifen  at  this  lad  vacancy  ot 
the  throne,  the  court  of  St.  Peterfburg  hailened  to  take  all 
poillble  meafures  to  unite  the  citizens  of  Poland  in  favour  of 
the  candidate  who  fhould  appear  to  be  moft  worthy  of  the 
throne,  mod  agreeable  to  his  fellow-citizens,  and  moft  ac- 
ceptable to  the  neighbounng  powers. 

This  court  applied  hcrfclf  at  the  fame  time,  and  wfth 
equal  zeal,  to  the  reAif)  Ing  of  many  abufcs  and  defeds  in 
the  conftitution,  which  had  been  equally  prejudicial  to  Po- 
land and  her  neighbours. 

The  court  of  Berlin  fccondcd  the  attempts  of  her  ally* 
And  the  court  of  Vienna,  dtfirous,  on  her  part,  of  contri- 
buting to  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  laudable  views,  but  willing,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  augmenting  the  diffi* 
culties  and  intricacies  which  might  arife  from  multiplying 
the  number  of  thofe  who  undertook  openly  and  diredlly  to 
fettle  the  affairs  of  Poland,  thought  proper  to  obferve  the 
mod  exaft  neutrality,  with  regard  butii  to  the  arrangement 
of  the  affairs  of  Poland,  and  the  war  which  was  afterwards 
kindled  on  this  fubjcd  between  Ruflia  and  the  Porte. 

*  This  declaration  (hews  what  falfe  and  iafidlous  language  the  authors 
of  the  defoiations  dared  to  hold. 

I  The 
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The  immediate  confequences  of  thcfe  mcafurc«  were  the 
free  and  legal  eledUon  of  Staniflaus  Auguftus*,  reigning 
king  of  Poland,  and  the  fontaing  of  many  ufeful  and  falu'- 
tary  eftabliftiments.  In  a  word,  tvery  thing  fccmcd  to 
promife  to  Poland  and  her  neighbours  a  firm  and  lafting 
tranquillity. 

But  unhappily,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  promifing  appear- 
ances, the  fpirit  of  difcord  feized  upon  one  part  of  the  na* 
tion :  citizen  armed  againft  citizen ;  the  fons  of  fadion 
feized  the  reins  of  authority;  and  laws,  and  order,  atid 
.  pubh'c  fafety,  and  juftice,  and  police,  and  commerce,  and 
agriculture,  all  are  either  gone  to  ruin,  or  ftand  on  the  brink 
of  de(lru6lion.  And  the  cxcefles  of  every  kind,  natural 
confequences  of  fuch  an  anarchy,  will  bring  on  the  total 
diffolution  of  the  ftate,  if  not  timely  prevented. 

The  conne6lion8  between  nations  which  border  o/i  each 
other  are  fo  intimate,  that  the.fubjefls  of  the  neighbour- 
ing powers  have  already  felt  the  mod  disagreeable  effedis 
from  thefe  diforders.  Thefe  powers  are  obhged,  at  a  great 
expence,  to  take  meafures  of  precaution,  in  order  to  fecure 
the  tranquillity  of  their  own  frontiers ;  they  arc  expofed  to 
the  uncertain  but  pofiible  confequences  of  the  entire  dilFo- 
lution  of  Poland ;  to  the  danger  of  feeing  their  mutual 
harmony  and  good  friendlhip  deilroyed ;  the  mairitenance 
of  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  fecures  their  own  peace 
and  tranquillity,  is  a  roatler  of  the  hi'gheH  importance  to 
all  £urope. 

prom  this  view  of  thfngs  it  will  appear,  that  nothing 
can  be  of  a  more  urgent  neceflity  than  to  apply  an  imme- 
diate remedy  to  evils  from  which  -the  neighbouring  nations 
have  already  experienced  the  moft  difagreeable  effeds ;  and 
the  confequences  of  which,  if  not  timely  prevented,  mufl- 
bring  on  fuch  changes  in  the  political  fyftem  of  this  part  of 
Europe,  as  may  be  fatal  to  the  general  tranquillity. 

*  And  It  WJS  to  the  Poles  that  the  minifter  Suckelbetg  bad  the  affurance 
fo  fay,  chat  the  d^oA  of  pQDiWsky  had  been  free  and  legal ! 

Vol.  It.  MM  Impelled 
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Impelled  by  Veafons  fo  many  and  fo  weighty,  her  majcftjr 
the  cmprefs  of  all  the  Ruflias,  her  majefty  the  emprefis  dow* 
ager  queen  of  Hungaiy  and  Bohemia,  and  his  majefty  the 
king  of  Pruflia,  find  themfclves  under  a  neccflity  of  taking  a 
dec f five  part,  in  circumftanccs  fo  very  critical.     And  theif 
fa  Id  majeflies  liave  determined  among  themfelves,  without 
lofs  of  time,  and  with  one  accord,  to  take  tlie  moll  effedtual 
and  Left- combined  mcafurcs,  for  the  purpofe  of  re-eftabli(h« 
ing  tranquillity  and  good  order  in  Poland,  to  ftop  the  prefent 
troubles,  and  to  put  the  ancient  conflitution  of  that  king- 
dom, ar.d  the  liberties  of  the  people,  on  a  fure  and  folid' 
foundation. 

But  whilft  they  take  advantage  of  that  mutual  friend(hip 
and  harmony  which  happily  fubfifts  between  them  at  prefent^ 
in  order  to  prevent  the  abfolute  ruin  and  arbitrary  dtHohition 
of  Poland ;  they  cannot  but  be  fenfibk  how  little  it  is  m 
their  j)ower  to  promife  themfclves  in  future  periods  the  fame 
happy  concuiTcnce.  And  as  they  have  refpcdlively  rcry 
confiderable  claims  on  the  pofTeflions  of  the  republic,  whicii 
thq-  cannot  permit  themfclves  to  expofe  to  the  hazard  of 
pofiible  contingencies,  they  have  therefore  determined 
among  themfelvcs  to  aflert  thefe  their  ancient  rights  and 
lawful  claims,  which  each  of  them  will  be  ready  to  juftify  ip 
time  and  place  by  authentic  records  and  folid  rcafons  ;  but 
for  which  the  fituatlon  of  the  republic  will  never  leave 
them  liopLS  of  obtaining  juilicc  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  pro- 
cecdliv.^. 

In  coiirccnicncc  hereof  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the 
RufTias,  her  mfijeily  the  emprefs  dowager  queen  of  Hungary 
and  }j..]umia,  ai.J  his  majelly  the  king  of  PruiTia,  having 
communicated  reciprocally  their  rcfpedlve  rights  and  claims, 
and  being  mutually  convinced  of  the  juflice  thereof,  arc  de- 
termined 10  fecure  to  tliemfelves  a  proportionable  equivalent, 
by  taking  imn.ediate  and  cffcftual  pofTeflion  of  fuch  parts  of 
the  territories  i>f  ilic  republic  as  may  ferve  to  fix  more  natural 
and  fure  bo'iud;j  bctv.cen  her  and  the  three  powers :  the 

faid 
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faid  three  powers  engaging  to  give  hereafter  an  exa^  fpeci<* 
ftcation  of  their  refpe6Uve  quotas ;  and  renouncing  from  the 
prefent  moment  all  revival  of  right,  demand,  or  dainn  on 
account  of  damages  fudained,  debt,  intereil,  or  any  other 
pretence  whatever,  which  they  might  otherwifc  have  or  form 
on  the  pofleillons  or  fubjcdls  of  the  republic. 

Their  faid  majefties  have  thought  it  right  to  notify  thefc 
their  intentions  to  the  whole  polifh  nation  in  general ;  invit- 
ing, at  the  fame  time,'  all  orders  and  ranks  thereof  to  banifh, 
or  at  leaft  to  fufpend,  all  fpirit  of  difcord  and  delufion,  in 
order  that,  a  diet  being  legally  aflembled,  they  may  co-ope- 
rate with  their  faid  majeflies  in  eflablifhing,  on  a  firm  and 
folid  foundation,  the  good  order  and  tranquillity  of  the  na- 
tion, and  may  at  the  fame  time  ratify,  by  pul>lic  and  folemn 
a£ls,  the  exchange  of  the  titles,  pretenfions,  and  claims  of 
each  of  their  majefties,  againft  the  equivalents  of  which  they 
have  refpe^ively  taken  pofleffion. 

(Signed)  STACKELBERG. 

Given  at  Warfaw,  September  2,  1772  *. 

•  This  manifcfto  was  delivered  on  the  iSth  of  September  by  baroa 
Stackelberg,  miniAer  from  the  court  of  Peterfburg ;  and  by  tlie  fieur  de 
Qenoit,,  miniiter  from  the  court  of  Berlin ;  and  on  the  a6th  of  September 
hy  baron  Rjeyitch,  mioiftcr  from  the  court  of  Vienna. 
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